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THE ATTACHED TRANSCRIPT WAS TYPED FROM A RECORDING AND NOT 

COPIED FROM AN ORIGINAL SCRIPT.  BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF MISHEARING 

AND THE DIFFICULTY IN SOME CASES OF IDENTIFYING INDIVIDUAL 

SPEAKERS, THE BBC CANNOT VOUCH FOR ITS COMPLETE ACCURACY. 

 

“FILE ON 4” 

 

Transmission:  Tuesday 3
rd

 March 2020 

Repeat:  Sunday 8
th

 March 2020 

 

Producer:  Oliver Newlan 

Reporter:  Livvy Haydock 

Editor:  Carl Johnston 

 

MUSIC 

 

ACTUALITY OF SIRENS 

 

AMA: He was screaming for help.  From the witness accounts 

and from what the police have told us, he was screaming for help.  It was quite secluded as 

well, so I think it led to him being stabbed more, and from what the witnesses have said, 

some of the guys were screaming, ‘Wood Green, Wood Green!’ 

 

HAYDOCK: Tottenham, North London in the early hours of 

Saturday, February 3
rd

, 2018.  22-year-old youth worker Kobi Nelson is ambushed when his 

Honda Civic is deliberately rammed by a stolen car.  

 

ACTUALITY OF POLICE RADIO 

 

POLICEMAN: …. Drug dealers and gang members in the vehicle … 

 

HAYDOCK: Four or five armed men get out, force him from his 

vehicle and kick and stab him in a brutal and sustained attack – then leave him for dead. 
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HAYDOCK cont: News of the assault is quick to travel on social media.  

Less than a mile away, Kobi’s cousin Ama is at home scrolling through Snapchat.   

 

AMA:  I essentially found out on Snapchat, because there was 

a lot of heart emojis, you know, a lot of people using the heart emoji, and I was just 

wondering what was going on and I tried to look for Kobi on Snapchat and I couldn’t.  He 

didn’t have any kind of Snap post.  I was thinking, hmmm. 

   

HAYDOCK: Kobi had managed to call 999 and then alerted his 

brother Kojo, who was close by.  He found Kobi bleeding to death and tried to stem the flow 

of blood.  But when London’s air ambulance arrived, medics did all they could to save him, 

but he’d lost too much blood and later died.  

 

AMA: And then I just see broken heart, broken heart, broken 

heart, and just as I’m kind of going through people’s posts on Snapchat, and then people were 

just like, ‘Sorry for your loss, sorry for your loss, sorry for your loss,’ and I’m like, sorry for 

what loss, you know?  And then I receive a call, I get the call that Kobi’s been stabbed, and I 

was like, what do you mean, Kobi’s been stabbed? 

 

MUSIC 

 

HAYDOCK: Kobi Nelson was the victim of a long running feud 

between rival gangs from Tottenham and Wood Green in the London borough of Haringey. 

It’s a conflict that has claimed the lives of many.  But in this episode of File on 4, we’ll focus 

on one particularly violent ten-week period which left three young people dead, and we’ll 

reveal for the first time the driving forces behind this tragic chain of events.  They include a 

series of social media posts and a song that catapulted an underground rap artist into the 

mainstream.  

 

MUSIC 

 

HAYDOCK: Our story begins three weeks before Kobi’s murder - in 

a BBC studio in London.  A rapper calling himself Headie One from Tottenham has been 
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HAYDOCK cont: invited to perform his style of rap music known as 

drill.  It’s a big deal for the young man who grew up on the Broadwater Farm Estate in 

Tottenham.  Headie One’s real name is Irving Adjei.  His teenage years were spent playing 

football and making music.  But he was also sent to prison three times.  In 2014, he was 

sentenced to 30 months for possession of nearly £30,000 worth of heroin and cocaine and for 

carrying a lock knife.  A rapper with a criminal past isn’t new and it isn’t surprising, 

particularly in drill music - a subset of rap which originated in Chicago.  Lyrically it can be 

violent.  Songs are littered with references to knives and drive-by shootings and draw on the 

real-life experiences of the artists involved.  According to the London hip hop artist and 

writer, Novar Flip, Headie One is no different.  

 

FLIP: Broadwater Farm is a crazy kind of area. There’s a lot 

of history there, like the Broadwater Farm riots is a famous incident that happened there a 

long time ago.  There’s a lot of animosity between local residents and the police and with 

other areas and kind of communities.  It’s a hostile place to come up, to be honest. 

  

HAYDOCK: Would you say Headie One’s done incredibly well 

having come from somewhere so tough? 

 

FLIP: Yeah.  I mean, I would say Headie One has done 

amazingly well coming up under those circumstances and it’s a beautiful thing for like other 

people from that area and other surrounding areas to see as an inspiration for what maybe 

they can do. 

  

HAYDOCK: An inspiration to some maybe, but Headie One’s 

background and associates, together with his growing profile also make him a target.  A week 

before Kobi Nelson’s murder, a video emerges on social media showing the rapper arriving at 

a halls of residence at Bedfordshire University in Luton with a young woman.  

 

EXTRACT FROM VIDEO – WOMAN SCREAMING ‘HEADIE ONE!’ 

 

HAYDOCK: The images are shared widely, alerting his enemies to 

his whereabouts.  It’s not long before a gang arrives at the university looking for him.  When 

they find him, the inevitable happens. 
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ACTUALITY OF MEN ARGUING 

  

HINDS: There’s a number of men approaching him in an 

aggressive way, they’ve actually backed him up in a corner.  He’s reaching into his bag to 

make it look as though he has some sort of weapon - whether he’s got a weapon or not has 

never been shown.  But the simple fact is he was just trying to really save himself. 

  

HAYDOCK: Ken Hinds is deeply entrenched in the Haringey 

community.  He never stops - youth worker, police advisor, gang mediator - he does it all. 

But he has the respect of the harder to reach boys and girls and young men and women in the 

area.  And he knows who’s who on his patch.  

 

ACTUALITY OF VIDEO 

 

HAYDOCK: You see him on the floor. 

 

HINDS: Yeah, he’s being attacked on the floor being, 

physically being harmed.  He was probably lucky to get away with his life and without life-

changing injuries. 

 

HAYDOCK: We’ve got Headie One being attacked here.  He 

represents which postcode? 

 

HINDS: He represents Tottenham.  

 

HAYDOCK: Who were the rivals that are attacking him? 

 

HINDS: Wood Green.  So it’s N22 versus N17. 

 

HAYDOCK: I see.  

  

MUSIC 
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HAYDOCK: The video of the attack went viral.  It was posted on 

Snapchat and later on YouTube.  It was viewed hundreds of thousands of times.  

  

JOHNNY: It is humiliating, I’ll be honest with you.  It would be 

humiliating for anyone for someone to record you whilst you’re outnumbered and there’s a 

group of guys. 

  

HAYDOCK: This is Johnny from Tottenham.  He doesn’t want to be 

identified by his real name.  He’s on his home turf, but he still wears his hoodie over his head 

so he isn’t recognised.  

  

JOHNNY: Just someone recording and talking to you in that sort 

of manner and that tone, yeah, in front of not only girls and other teachers or whatever, it is 

degrading in some form, so you will feel hurt by that - any human would, to be honest with 

you. 

 

HAYDOCK: Once that’s been uploaded, it’s going on social media.  

What is expected from this now? 

 

JOHNNY: I could say what would be expected is from this now 

would be what’s Headie’s reply. 

  

HAYDOCK: It wasn’t a question of whether Tottenham would 

retaliate - but when.  Nelson – again not his real name - has lived in Wood Green all his life. 

He saw the video of the attack and knew what was coming next. 

  

NELSON: It was validation, adding fuel to the fire.  Seeing clips 

like that, if you’re from Wood Green, for example, it’s yeah, we’ve got one up.  It’s like, as 

you hear it in their lyrics, it’s, they’re scoring points, they call it, which is so sad.  But the 

impact now, what it would do for like people from Wood Green is it would give them a bit of 

a straighter back, oomph - to say like, yeah, we’re up by one, da da da da da, and then what’s 

happened is now is there’s a chain reaction. 

 

MUSIC 
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HAYDOCK: And there is a chain reaction.  The evening after the 

attack on Headie One was circulated on social media, police were called to an incident in the 

car park at Wood Green Shopping Centre.  Two young men had been shot.  Ken Hinds again. 

   

HINDS: This one was an attempt to kill, quite clearly.  When 

you shoot someone in the neck, that is intent to cause severe injury or even death. 

 

HAYDOCK: Do you think this is a retaliation against what we saw 

in the Headie One video? 

 

HINDS: Well, I can’t say hand on heart.  But what I can say is 

simply that we know that there’s a dispute between the two, so that would lead to me 

believing there is a link between the two. 

  

HAYDOCK: Nelson though, is more certain.   

From the Wood Green perspective, right, do you think this attack - the guy getting shot in the 

neck in Wood Green – was a response to the Headie One attack? 

 

NELSON: Yeah, yeah, yeah, definitely.  100%.  You heard 

Headie One talking about it in his next song.  Again this is gang life, so this is just the 

chemistry in what happened.  It is obvious, it is a retaliation because of what happened. 

 

MUSIC 

 

HAYDOCK: That same evening, a video showing the aftermath of 

the double shooting is posted on the social media platforms Snapchat and YouTube.  I 

showed it to Craig Pinkney - a criminologist and Urban Youth Specialist at University 

College, Birmingham. 

 

EXTRACT FROM MUSIC VIDEO 

  

PINKNEY: So the video now that I’m observing, it now shows the 

response.  So the response is subliminal language that takes place, so one: you have an 

individual playing a song that’s talking about this idea that someone’s possibly got got. 
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PINKNEY cont: The context of the song, the caption and in the rival 

area would suggest that there’s been a retaliation potentially from an incident that’s taken 

place previously, so it’s not only visual, it’s also symbolic, because we’re now having to 

understand now and code what these things mean.  And again, the incident and those that live 

within that demographic and that space in which individuals live in, they understand what 

these things mean very clearly.  So someone’s going to feel also disrespected right back.  It’s 

going to escalate, but the catalyst already started from when the first upload happened with 

the incident of the man being attacked, so that was the catalyst.  The moment it got uploaded 

onto a social media platform, that’s when it started.  So now we have the train now that’s 

going and we don’t know how this stops, and people are going to get injured on this journey.

  

MUSIC 

 

HAYDOCK: He’s not wrong.  The very next day, a Headie One 

song called ‘Know Better’ is posted online.  

 

EXTRACT FROM ‘KNOW BETTER’ 

 

HEADIE ONE: Bad b in the Nizz, You really think I went upsee for 

scrum?  Live corn in the shh, I could’ve let it in a uni room … 

  

HAYDOCK: In Wood Green and Tottenham, the track is widely 

interpreted as telling the story of the university attack and the subsequent double shooting. 

Here’s Johnny again. 

  

JOHNNY: Shall I tell you why it’s blown up?  Because he’s 

talking of facts.   

 

HAYDOCK: And why would that make it blow up more? 

 

JOHNNY: Because it’s real, it’s not fake. 

    

HAYDOCK: The story is written in slang - indecipherable to most, 

but glaringly obvious to anyone in the know. 
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EXTRACT FROM ‘KNOW BETTER’ 

 

HEADIE ONE: They say I took a L in L, but shh made a W in W. 

Anything green get wah …. 

 

HAYDOCK: An L in L – what does that mean? 

 

HINDS: He made a loss in Luton. 

 

HAYDOCK: And what’s he referring to, do you think? 

 

HINDS: A loss in Luton where he got caught, he’s got beaten 

up. 

 

HAYDOCK: And that’s the university video? 

 

HINDS: That’s what they’re referring back to. 

 

EXTRACT FROM ‘KNOW BETTER’ 

 

HEADIE ONE: Let me know if your favourite rapper woulda shh shh 

shh.  You feel me?  Still out here b.  Lost a stake in these things, wah. 

 

HAYDOCK: And in Wood Green, the meaning of the song wasn’t 

lost on Nelson either. 

A W in W is a win in Wood Green, yeah? 

 

NELSON: Points. 

 

HAYDOCK: What does that mean to the Wood Green community 

when someone says I took a … 

 

NELSON: It’s a piss-take.  Imagine that youth’s parents. 
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HAYDOCK: So, is that what you think he’s referring to?  The guy 

who’s been shot in the neck? 

 

NELSON: Yeah, that’s exactly what he’s referring to.    

 

HAYDOCK: Headie One has always insisted the song is full of what 

he describes as observations on society and his lyrics don’t incite people to do bad things.  On 

YouTube, there’s even a disclaimer saying the lyrics are based on fictional events and people. 

Whatever the truth, there’s little doubt ‘Know Better’ took the dispute between the rival 

gangs to another level.  According to Nelson, for those in Wood Green, it was like a slap in 

the face – a taunt too far.  

 

MUSIC 

 

NELSON: He knew what he was doing by saying that lyric. So 

again that’s being played on a radio station, so that person that got shot in his neck, his 

parents got to listen to that, their families, their cousins, their uncles - they might not even be 

from Wood Green, they could be from other areas.  And then not only that, people who are 

affiliated in Wood Green and associated or a gang member, that’s just like a slap in the face.  

 

HAYDOCK: Did you think Wood Green are going to do something 

now? 

 

NELSON: It was like, it’s a matter of when.  Simple as, just when. 

 

MUSIC  

 

AMA:   Kobi was a funny guy.  He always liked to 

giggle.  He had this kind of like smirkish kind of laugh that he would always do and he would 

kind of look, side eye you, like look at you from the side and giggle. 

 

HAYDOCK: 27-year-old Ama is talking about her younger cousin, 

Kobi Nelson.  Ama says she and Kobi were raised like brother and sister.  He was a youth 

worker from Tottenham, just 22 and in the prime of his life.  But in the early hours of a  
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HAYDOCK cont: Saturday morning in February 2018, he was ambushed 

- his car rammed by a gang of four or five armed men.  He was then attacked, stabbed 14 

times and left for dead. 

   

AMA: The night Kobi died, Wood Green came to Tottenham 

looking for Tottenham boys, like they circled the whole area.  They were looking for 

someone to essentially attack, they were looking for someone to go and rap about, I guess.

  

HAYDOCK: Eye witnesses said the attack - which came less than a 

week after the Wood Green shootings and the internet release of ‘Know Better’ - was savage 

and prolonged.  One said she saw Kobi curled up like a baby as he was repeatedly kicked and 

stabbed.  When the gang ran away, Kobi managed to stagger to the front door of a nearby 

house, where a man we’ll call Danny was sleeping on his parents’ sofa. 

  

DANNY: I heard someone knocking the door quite heavily, 

proper bangs on the door - bang bang bang, quite hard.  Initially I thought that someone was 

trying to break in the house.  I sent everyone upstairs and then at the same time I asked my 

brother to call the emergency, and then I heard that someone screaming for help.  He said, 

‘Please help me, please help, I was stabbed.’  I realised that he was losing his voice, he was 

crawling next to the fence.  He managed to call someone and then they arrived. 

 

ACTUALITY OF EMERGENCY SIRENS 

 

HAYDOCK: Outside, Kobi had managed to dial 999 himself.  He’d 

also made contact with his brother, who was nearby and first on the scene.  But despite the 

efforts of his brother and the numerous medics in attendance, nobody could save Kobi.  He 

lost consciousness and died around 90 minutes after being attacked.  Ama learned of Kobi’s 

death on social media. 

    

AMA: And then I just see broken heart, broken heart, broken 

heart.  And just as I’m kind of going through people’s posts on Snapchat, people were just 

like, ‘Sorry for your loss.  Sorry for your loss.  Sorry for your loss,’ and I’m like, sorry for 

what loss, you know? 
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HAYDOCK: Wow. 

 

AMA: And then I receive a call, I get the call that Kobi’s been 

stabbed, and I was like, what do you mean, Kobi’s been stabbed? You know, I was quite 

shocked because it didn’t make sense.  And so then I went to the area where he was stabbed, 

which was at SG Park, and there was a tent there.  Kobi’s in the tent and the police are saying 

that, that he’s died. 

  

HAYDOCK: According to the people I’ve spoken to, Kobi may have 

been known to at least one of his killers.  And because he was a youth worker - sometimes 

working with gang members in Tottenham - he became a target.  Ken Hinds knew him. 

  

HINDS: I did know Kobi.  He was a youth worker, doing a lot 

of work with young people who were caught up in that lifestyle and, do you know, and trying 

to get them to turn their life around.  But you see, Kobi by association became a high value 

target and happened to be in the wrong place when he was spotted.  It’s unforgivable what 

was done to Kobi.  And Kobi was a man of peace, you know, he wasn’t involved in the 

violence, but yeah, as I said, you don’t have to be involved to get caught up. 

 

HAYDOCK: Do you think that Kobi was the reprisal for this song 

coming out? 

 

HINDS: Talking to young people and people who know Kobi 

and who knows what’s going on here or seem to be close to the ground, all the implication is 

yes, it was part and parcel or reprisal for what’s taken place.  To me it’s worrying that they 

can use this as a pretence to take a young man’s life who had so much promise ahead of him.  

   

HAYDOCK: In Wood Green too, there was little doubt the song had 

an impact.  Nelson again:     

 

NELSON: It does have a part to play.  I honestly don’t know but I 

can say wholeheartedly I kind of feel like if those posts and that song didn’t go out, the 

tension or the intention wouldn’t have been this situation for Kobi.  There is a very strong 
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NELSON cont: chance that it might not have happened because there 

wouldn’t have really been no fuel added to the fire.  

 

MUSIC 

 

HAYDOCK: Nims Obunge is a pastor in Tottenham.  He attended 

Kobi’s funeral.  

 

OBUNGE: I remember helping his mum into her car at the end of 

that funeral, because she could not, she was so traumatised, and I felt the weight of what 

mum was saying, she was saying something to the effect that Kobi, you promised you’d be 

here for me and you’re gone.  And I remember holding her and taking her to her car and it 

made me feel anger at the fact that a mother was having to bury her son by virtue of the 

violence, senseless violence within our community. 

   

HAYDOCK: Neron Quartey, a 20-year-old from Wood Green, was 

sentenced to a minimum of 26 years for Kobi’s murder.  He refused to identify his 

accomplices, who are still at large.  Given the gravity of what had just happened, some 

thought that Headie One and his song ‘Know Better,’ should be met with some kind of 

condemnation.  Instead, his career was soaring.   

 

MUSIC 

  

HAYDOCK: Already signed to a subsidiary of Sony Records, he 

was invited back onto Radio 1Xtra to perform live.  ‘Know Better’ became a huge hit.  

Headie One was breaking into the mainstream. 

  

FLIP It was a big banger of a record.  It managed to reach to 

mainstream success from a quite niche genre, you know, and take UK drill to a much, much 

bigger platform.  

  

EXTRACT FROM ‘FIRE IN THE BOOTH’ 
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HEADIE ONE: Gucci Louis my colour for real, Louboutin is her heels, 

I know Rollie's might try and follow the wheels, The obbo is real. 

  

HAYDOCK: Music writer Novar Flip was one of those watching 

Headie One’s meteoric rise.   

  

FLIP: ‘Know Better’ was absolutely huge for Headie One’s 

career.  I guess it was kind of like an underground smash hit in that sense, but then also 

reached and crossed over and got played on mainstream radio from Radio One to anywhere 

else, and he toured the country, playing Glastonbury and just propelled him to being an artist 

that a lot more people knew away from that scene. 

  

HAYDOCK: There’s little doubt that notoriety, your affiliates and 

the world you inhabit play a big part in the popularity of UK drill artists, and that makes it 

attractive to those who have influence in the music industry.  Criminologist Craig Pinkney 

again. 

  

PINKNEY: They know that these young men and young women 

from the community of which there’s violence and destruction and are also very talented, will 

use their platforms to give them a golden ticket.  But what are they doing and what 

conversations are they having to ensure that, as a consequence of individuals coming onto 

their platforms, what is the ripple effect that that causes?  What are the trends that can start as 

a consequence of allowing people to spit their best 16 bars? 

 

EXTRACT FROM 999 CALL 

 

OPERATOR: Hello, Met Police, what’s your emergency? 

 

MAN: Hello, am I speaking to the police? 

 

OPERATOR: You are.  What’s your emergency? 

 

MAN: The emergency is someone has been shot dead at 

Hollywood Green cinema in Wood Green. 
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HAYDOCK: In Haringey, tensions quickly escalated.   

 

EXTRACT FROM 999 CALL 

 

OPERATOR: Lambeth First Contact. 

 

WOMAN: Hello, yes, I think there’s been a shooting at Wood 

Green … 

 

OPERATOR: Sorry, there’s been what, sorry? 

 

WOMAN: I heard some gunshots fired at Wood Green. 

  

HAYDOCK: A week after Headie One’s appearance on 1Xtra, 

Kobi’s murder was avenged.  A high profile Wood Green gang member and rapper, 19-year-

old Kelvin Odunuyi is shot dead outside a cinema.  The lead investigator in the case was 

Detective Superintendent Luke Marks of the Metropolitan Police. 

  

MARKS: Kelvin was out with a group of his friends in that area 

when a moped with two people on it, obviously the driver and the pillion, came down 

Lordship Lane onto Wood Green.  The area where Kelvin was, near the cinema, is a 

pedestrianised area.  The moped mounted the kerb, and as the moped was driving around the 

building, three shots were discharged from a firearm by the pillion passenger on the moped 

and one of those bullets struck Kelvin in the head and killed him instantly.  

 

HAYDOCK: Kelvin’s older brother Kai hears something has 

happened via a text the following morning. 

  

KAI:  It killed me completely.  I couldn’t think straight, I was 

completely depressed around that time, especially with all the people badmouthing him on 

social media, people were cussing him out on his deathbed, they’re saying they’ll come and 

threaten the family, come and do us in.  It’s just not right. 

 

HAYDOCK: Tell me what was Kelvin like? 
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KAI: He was pretty cool, he was calm, peaceful.  He was 

nice little loving brother of mine.  Unfortunately, with all the gangs and everything that came 

in after we moved to Wood Green, it was, it went sideways very quickly and he changed.  He 

changed for the worse, in my personal opinion. 

  

HAYDOCK: Kelvin Odunuyi’s killer has yet to be identified, but the 

police are in no doubt his shooting was a direct response to the murder of Kobi Nelson. 

  

MARKS: Of course it is.  I mean, we are acutely aware of the 

close proximity in both time and location to where those two murders occurred.  

Unfortunately, the people responsible for Kelvin’s murder have not been identified or 

brought to justice yet, so we don’t have a full understanding of the motivation for that attack, 

but we are very aware that Kelvin had associations with a gang in Wood Green. 

 

MUSIC 

    

HAYDOCK: Kelvin, who was known by his rap name Lamps, was 

certainly no angel.  It later transpired his DNA had been found in the stolen vehicle used to 

ram Kobi Nelson’s Honda Civic off the road in Tottenham five weeks earlier.  It’s almost 

certain he was targeted because Tottenham gang members believed he was involved in 

Kobi’s death - although police didn’t have sufficient evidence to prove that was the case. 

Now though, there were two dead - one from Wood Green and one from Tottenham.  Nelson 

again.  

 

NELSON: Everyone was hurt, because I think for that generation 

with the situation that’s happening between Wood Green and Tottenham, because for my 

generation after a while everything had died down, then it started back up roughly around this 

Headie One situation and everything else that was kind of happening.  So with the Lamps 

situation, for that generation that was like a serious moment because someone’s actually died 

that they know because of the beef that they’ve had. 

 

ACTUALITY CAR DOOR SHUTTING 

 

HAYDOCK: So, you said you’d take us along here to show us. 
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HINDS: This is just to show you where the boys hang out, right, 

and it’s just on the street. 

 

HAYDOCK: Is it all times of day? 

 

HINDS: Yes, and night. 

 

HAYDOCK: Ken knows every street and every alleyway in 

Tottenham and Wood Green - and most of the young people who walk them.  He gets it more 

than most - that growing up here doesn’t come without some serious challenges. 

  

HINDS: It’s a sense of belonging, it’s a sense of family, it’s a 

sense of being important, stepping up to being – as they see it - being a man.  But if no one is 

showing them what quality that man should have, they are going to have to make it up as they 

go along. 

 

HAYDOCK: Do you think that people that get caught up in this, 

they are then trapped by it?  

 

HINDS: Yes, they are trapped in a sense that once you are 

affiliated to one of the groups, by association you will be one of the targets.  It’s not that easy 

to extract yourself once you have got yourself involved in this sort of way of life.  Opting out 

does not also include going to the police, because going to the police is not only you, you’ve 

also got to look at the knock on effect on your family and other people who may be 

associated to you, because in our community it’s frowned on, anyone who generally goes and 

snitch. 

  

HAYDOCK: How does violence play out in this situation? 

 

HINDS: Violence can happen at any time for the most sparse of 

reason.  They call it disrespect.  All too often it’s just an excuse for the bully to dominate 

someone who they believe is more vulnerable than them, this being murder by shooting, 

murder by multiple stabbings.  When you are hearing a person has been stabbed 15, 20 times,  
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HINDS cont: you are thinking who in their right mind would ever 

want to be that savagery on anybody, any human being? 

 

ACTUALITY IN CAR 

  

HAYDOCK: What does that say?  Nesha’s World.  Is that referring 

to Tanesha? 

 

HINDS: Yeah, that’s her, that’s right where it happened. 

 

HAYDOCK: And that’s a memorial to her, isn’t it, with some love 

hearts.  And that’s where she got killed? 

 

HINDS: Yeah, that’s where she got shot. 

 

EXTRACT FROM BBC LONDON NEWS  

 

NEWSREADER: A 17-year-old girl was killed in a drive-by shooting in 

North London last night.  Her friends say she died for no reason. 

 

FRIEND: She didn’t deserve that.  Her mum didn’t deserve to 

watch her die.  What would you say if you saw your child on the floor?  If I saw my child 

there, oh God … 

 

REPORTER: The 17-year-old girl, named locally as Tanesha, was 

found with a bullet wound in Tottenham in North London just after 9.30 last night. 

 

HAYDOCK: The murder of 17-year-old Tanesha Melbourne-Blake 

made national headlines.  She was the innocent victim of a drive-by shooting - a reckless and 

indiscriminate attack which her brother Hakeem couldn’t comprehend. 

  

HAKEEM: I had literally just got back from university.  I’d just 

put my bags down and I got a phone call from my brother saying that she got shot, but I 

didn’t really believe it, because there’s a couple of my sister’s friends that had the same name 
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HAKEEM cont: as her, so I was thinking it was one of those Taneshas.  

So when I found out it was her, I didn’t, I didn’t know what to think, to be honest.  We went 

straight down to where she got shot.  We ended up pushing past the police, jumping over the 

walls, and then we realised it was her.  

  

HAYDOCK: So you could see her, you saw her? 

 

HAKEEM: Yeah, she was on the floor, literally not moving. 

 

HAYDOCK: That must be horrendous. 

 

HAKEEM: Even now, I’m picturing it, I still don’t believe it.  No 

one ever would think a girl would get shot and things would be so dramatic to a point where 

it’s escalated everything that’s happening or it’s made things worse. 

   

HAYDOCK: Pastor Nims from Tottenham says Tanesha’s murder 

marked a defining moment in the war between Tottenham and Wood Green.  

  

OBUNGE: I felt no mother needed to have gone through that 

trauma.  She spoke about Tanesha’s work with young people and how she was trying to be a 

positive advocate for peace in our community, and yet what she was working for - to support 

the lives of young people - suddenly becomes the very thing that killed her.  I got to that point 

where I was saying, enough is enough, and we’ve got to stop the death of our young people. 

It was quite, at her funeral there was standing room only with people outside, but I’ll never 

forget that when we spoke, when we got the opportunity to speak to the young people and 

challenge them about their future, our corporate future and celebrate Tanesha’s life, in spite 

of the pain, everybody began to applaud and gave a standing ovation for who Tanesha was 

and what she represented.  Very rarely would you see a funeral where a 17-year-old girl, a 

17-year-old girl that’s killed, that people begin to applaud and celebrate her life in that way. 

Essentially what we were saying was, guys, let’s rally together and let’s stop this violence on 

our streets. 

 

MUSIC 
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HAYDOCK: The Metropolitan Police have told File on 4 there’s 

little doubt Tanesha’s murder was part of the Wood Green/Tottenham gang war.  Five people 

have been arrested and released without charge; three of them remain under investigation. 

Her death marked the end of a particularly violent ten-week period in the turf war.  Three 

young people dead and dozens, probably hundreds of mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, 

friends and family - their lives scarred forever.  Ken Hinds had seen nothing like it before. 

 

HINDS: I’ve been out there for at least 15 years and that time 

resonates with me because of the intensity and the regularity of the violence.  It went up 

another notch.  I would look at it as open warfare.  It was like on a daily basis, and the 

savagery was unbelievable.  Young people were saying, you know what, I much prefer to be 

caught by the police with my shank, with my knife, than be caught by my opposition without 

my knife.  Simply speaking, they were saying to be caught by the police, at least I get a 

chance to be judged by twelve of my peers, and even if I get sent to prison, at least I’m alive.  

But if I got caught by the opposition without my weapon, then you know what, I’d be carried 

by six of my peers to my grave. 

 

MUSIC 

  

HAYDOCK: No one is suggesting that social media posts or Headie 

One’s song were solely responsible for the violence during this bleak period.  The causes are 

many and deeply rooted.  But the Home Office certainly takes the online threat seriously.  

Just a few months after our three young people were killed, they announced the introduction 

of a police task force to disrupt and remove overt and covert gang-related online content. 

Since we began making this programme though, File on 4 has logged dozens of posts on 

Snapchat which contain threats, taunts, weapons and drugs.  Yvette Cooper, the Chair of the 

Home Affairs Select Committee, says our body of evidence shows much more needs to be 

done. 

  

COOPER: Social media is increasingly being used by gangs to 

escalate tensions, but I think it’s the scale of the evidence that you’ve got which just shows 

how serious the problem is.  I think the scale of the work that the police and the Home Office 

and the social media companies are doing on this just has to increase.  There has to be more 
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COOPER cont: work to prevent this kind of violence taking place - and 

that includes preventing things escalating online.  

 

HAYDOCK: Snapchat says it takes swift action when offenders are 

reported and that it works closely with the police. You Tube told us the company is working 

with the Met Police and the Home Office to tackle gang-related content and that it shares a 

deep concern about the issue.   

 

ACTUALITY AT BIRMINGHAM ARENA 

 

PRESENTER 1: North London representer, all the way to here, 

Birmingham Arena [WITH PRESENTER 2], make some noise for Headie One!  [MUSIC] 

 

HAYDOCK: And what of Headie One?  When the video of him 

being attacked was posted online, it triggered a series of catastrophic events.  But that hasn’t 

affected his continued success.  He’s worked with the Mercury Prize winner Dave, and the 

UK’s most successful rap artist, Stormzy.  His track ‘Know Better’ has had more than nine 

million views on YouTube and more than ten million plays on the streaming platform 

Spotify.  It’s been played on BBC Radio 1Xtra more than 200 times.  The network says it 

doesn’t glamorise violence and it makes decisions on what to play on a case by case basis. 

Headie One’s career, though, is currently on hold.  In January he was jailed for the fourth 

time - on this occasion for carrying a knife.  He could be released later this month.   

 

MUSIC IN CHURCH 

 

HAYDOCK: Ama meanwhile is a regular at Pastor Nims’ church in 

Tottenham Town Hall.  She also works with vulnerable young people in the community. 

   

AMA: I always felt as if at some point I was going to give 

back to my community or work with my community.  But when you lose a family member in 

this kind of way, it creates an urgency, you know, it’s not something that can now wait.  This 

is something that needs to be addressed.  When I wake up in the morning and I see the young 

people on the streets and I see the young people getting on the bus going to school, that is my 

hope, and I just feel as if, if we are able to get in there and give the right guidance and 
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AMA cont: support, we’ll be able to change the directions of many 

of the young boys or young girls that end up in gangs.  We will be able to positively channel 

that, give them the right guidance.  

  


