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THE ATTACHED TRANSCRIPT WAS TYPED FROM A RECORDING AND NOT 

COPIED FROM AN ORIGINAL SCRIPT.  BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF MISHEARING 

AND THE DIFFICULTY IN SOME CASES OF IDENTIFYING INDIVIDUAL 

SPEAKERS, THE BBC CANNOT VOUCH FOR ITS COMPLETE ACCURACY. 

 

“FILE ON 4” 

 

Transmission:  Tuesday 23
rd

 June 2020 

Repeat:  Sunday 28
th

 June 2020 

 

Producer:  Lucy Proctor 

Reporter:  Daniel De Simone 

Editor:  Carl Johnston 

 

MUSIC 

 

READER: I am 15, and I am a radical national socialist.  In 

journal format, I hope to record events from now all the way to the inevitable race war.  

 

DE SIMONE: This is the diary of a young neo-Nazi who last year - 

aged 16 - became the youngest person ever convicted of planning a terror attack in the UK. 

  

READER: Although what I may write here could be very 

infringing and incriminating should it fall into the hands of someone who doesn’t follow my 

ideology.  

 

DE SIMONE: He was right - the diary became a central piece of 

evidence in his trial.  He can’t be named because of his age, and what you’re hearing is an 

actor saying his words.  

 

READER: I just want to strike the system but wanting means 

nothing.  I boiled down the areas that are worth attacking here - banks, railways, public 

transport, bridges.  But how?   
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DE SIMONE: In the two years leading up to his arrest the boy 

traversed the full spectrum of right-wing extremism, ending up an adherent of the most 

radical form of neo-Nazism.  I’m Daniel De Simone.  I cover terrorism for BBC News.  Since 

the murder of Labour MP Jo Cox in 2016 by a white supremacist, I’ve attended a string of 

trials relating to the extreme right - many involving teenagers - as the area has become a 

growing focus for counterterror police. 

 

BASU: I’m really concerned with the young and mid-teens, 

and the propensity towards violence and the fascination with violence, you know, browsing 

for it, looking for it. 

 

DE SIMONE: After the 16-year-old from Durham was tried last year, 

I set out to find out more about the network he was part of - a search which led me to 

extremists based in Russia and the United States. 

 

MILLER: They consider themselves the revolutionaries of the 

white power movement.  They not only want to form groups in terrorist cell structures, but 

they also want to use their propaganda to inspire others to inspire others to go out and commit 

lone actor acts of terror.  

 

DE SIMONE: And uncovered secret recordings of a group recruiting 

right here in the UK.  

 

NAZZARO: The UK is a place that we think there is a lot of 

potential.  Right now we want to build our numbers up there. 

 

EXTRACT FROM NEWS REPORT 

 

NEWSREADER: Our top story.  More than one hundred people have 

been arrested after a number of protests turned violent in central London yesterday.   

 

ACTUALITY OF CROWDS SHOUTING 
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DE SIMONE: The extreme right is relishing the violence on the 

fringes of the Black Lives Matter protests and counter protests.  

 

REPORTER: Police officers were attacked throughout the day as 

they attempted to keep distance between anti-racism and far right groups. 

 

DE SIMONE: This was the overt face of the far right on the streets of 

London earlier this month. 

 

ACTUALITY OF CROWDS SHOUTING 

 

DE SIMONE: But File on 4 has been investigating an even darker 

side of this reactionary faction – one that doesn’t manifest itself in mobs, but hides behind 

closed doors.  In social media channels and forums, they’re gleefully celebrating the racially-

charged tension. 

 

MUSIC 

 

DE SIMONE: For the last few years, extreme right wing groups have 

been plotting to start a race war, to destabilise society and ultimately destroy it. 

  

READER: Democracy is very much a dead system; political 

violence therefore can only help us.  The white race is being silently genocided, the west is 

dying, we come closer to helter-skelter. 

 

DE SIMONE: The teenager from Durham is part of this new wave of 

neo-Nazis.  He was jailed in January for more than six years.  Unusually, on the charge sheet 

was the boy’s to do list, which showed him emotionally preparing for violence by trying to, 

in his words, ‘shed empathy’. 

 

READER: I would consider myself a natural sadist.  Seeing weak 

people suffer and feel genuine fear fills me with a type of glee. 
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BASU: Over the last five years, there has been a growing 

threat from right wing terrorism.  What we are talking about is people whose hatred or whose 

extremism pitches over into very violent acts, and that’s what’s most deeply concerning.  

 

DE SIMONE: Assistant Commissioner Neil Basu of London’s 

Metropolitan Police is in charge of UK counterterrorism policing and has watched as a 

dangerous mix of Hitler worship, misogyny and nihilism has blended online, creating real 

world threats. 

 

BASU: If I was just talking to you in 2014, 6% of my 

casework would be extreme right wing.  It’s now 10%.  Since 2017 we’ve disrupted 25 plots 

designed to maim and kill.  Eight of them were extreme right wing. 

 

EXTRACT FROM ‘POPULAR FRONT’ PODCAST 

 

HANRAHAN: This is Popular Front, a podcast focused on the niche 

details of modern warfare and under-reported conflict with me, Jake Hanrahan.  Today we … 

 

DE SIMONE: Jake Hanrahan, an independent journalist with his own 

podcast, is one of several reporters around the world collaborating to investigate neo-Nazi 

movements. 

 

HANRAHAN: Media organisations need to co-operate on this. 

There’s no point being, like, ‘We got it first.’  People could die.  We contacted you and then 

everyone else spoke to each other and I think that’s created, like, a very useful network.  Like 

they’ve got their networks, like now we’ve got ours as well. 

 

DE SIMONE: Yeah, yeah, and we work with people in Germany … 

 

HANRAHAN: Work with people in Germany, America, like, people 

all over the world, you know what I mean, and it takes, like, frankly, nerds like us to be in it.  

We’ll talk till like 4 in the morning, like.  Looking at the most tiniest detail about a group that 

is just beyond thinking of how weird they are. 
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DE SIMONE: No-one is safe from these young radicals - Muslims, 

women, the disabled, left-wing activists - and of course Jewish people.  They scorn 

democracy, believing the only route to a Nazi state is through random acts of violence 

designed to accelerate racial warfare and social collapse - an ideology absorbed by the 

Durham boy. 

 

MUSIC 

 

READER: I got the police called on me by my school and 

interrogated about radicalism.  I tore down LGBT posters.  My phone was found with 

pictures of Hitler on it.  These social norms are disgusting, but I say let them grow.  It’ll 

cause more turmoil and make people less comfortable, sowing the seeds for the systematic 

downfall. 

 

HANRAHAN: They love any social distress, anything that’s like 

messed up in society, they love it. 

 

DE SIMONE: They want to collapse society. 

 

HANRAHAN: They want to collapse, yeah, they are a collapse cult.  

The further society is degraded, that’s the best thing for them.  It’s not your grandad’s 

Nazism.  It’s not like, you know, jackboots, it’s not running around like skinheads.  It’s very 

different.  But the younger generation, you know, specifically my generation are like 

absolutely depressed, you know, like the politics is a mess.  So, you know, it almost was the 

perfect storm, to come in and say to young lads, ‘Look, accelerate, let’s destroy.  We’re 

angry.  Let’s show everyone we’re angry.’  Unfortunately, that means they want to kill 

anyone that isn’t like them. 

  

MUSIC 

 

READER: I put some manuals on explosives.  I found a lot of 

such manuals recently.  The illegality of ammonium nitrate is regrettable.  That being said, 

my associate is going to mail me some. 
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MUSIC 

 

DE SIMONE: The first person I was interested in was this ‘associate’. 

He was prolific online, creating violent propaganda and sharing explosives manuals.  He 

called himself Italo, and used an encrypted app to help the Durham boy try to buy a 

bombmaking chemical. 

  

ITALO: Hey man. 

 

DURHAM TEEN: Yeah? 

 

ITALO: So I made a cash app thing, Italo333. 

 

DURHAM TEEN: All right, I’ll get on it. 

 

ITALO: I just need to know where you want it delivered plus 

how much money you’re going to send. 

 

DURHAM TEEN: All right, well exact it’s £30.64 ($40 into £).  I’ll send 

the address after I get payment sorted. 

 

ITALO: All right, I’m just saying I’ll walk you through how to 

if you want. 

 

MUSIC 

 

DE SIMONE: For a period in 2019, this Italo was even seen by other 

extremists as the leader of a group that’s now banned in the UK as a terrorist organisation.  

But when I tracked him down to his home in Connecticut, in America, it turned out this was 

another boy - even younger, in fact, than the Durham teen.  Counterterrorism chief Neil Basu. 

 

BASU: I’m really concerned with the young and mid-teens, 

and the propensity towards violence and the fascination with violence, you know, browsing 

for it, looking for it.  And what we have found - and this is particularly gross, in my view – is 
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BASU cont: very young people who have never met the person on 

the other end of their chatroom, who grow instantly attracted to that person, develop deep 

relationships very quickly online, and those relationships can be both long lasting but also 

used to incite and instruct.   

 

DE SIMONE: Was perhaps not enough done in the past to view sort 

of white supremacist violence as terrorism? 

 

BASU: So a personal and professional view, I think they’re the 

same, we didn’t do enough to look at what the threat might be. 

 

MUSIC & ARCHIVE – SHOUTING 

 

DE SIMONE: Neo-Nazis have been forming networks since the end 

of World War II. 

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE RECORDING 

 

MAN: Stop immigration, start repatriation. 

 

PRESENTER: Every Sunday in London’s East End, London’s hard 

right groups – the British National Party and the National Front – preach a sermon of 

enforced repatriation of blacks and an end to immigration. 

 

ACTUALITY OF CHANTING 

 

PRESENTER: Devotees of racist pop groups have formed the 

backbone of the hard right movement in Britain, but there is now growing evidence that many 

in the audience at this London concert are also taking orders from groups abroad. 

 

DE SIMONE: In the UK, violence and intimidation were the 

hallmarks of a string of neo-Nazi organisations.  The London nail bomber was himself a 

member of a particularly militant one.  
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EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE NEWS RECORDING 

 

COPELAND: This was the scene this evening minutes after the bomb 

exploded.  It had gone off in a car just before six o’clock in Brick Lane, heart of the country’s 

biggest Bangladeshi community.  Like the device planted in Brixton at almost the same time 

last Saturday, it was packed with nails, and once again went off when the road was crowded 

with Saturday shoppers. 

 

DE SIMONE: They used to rely on rallies, secret meet ups or posting 

extremist material to each other – then, like everyone else, they moved online. 

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE RECORDING 

 

MAN: For a few thousand dollars, the extremists have set up 

their own computer networks.  They have even compiled an enemies list – a point not lost on 

the target’s name.  They’ve even fitted a voice simulator.  [Demonstration of voice simulator] 

 

MUSIC 

 

DE SIMONE: This new network, of predominantly younger 

extremists, originated in a neo-Nazi forum called Iron March, founded in Russia nearly a 

decade ago.  It generated a series of affiliated groups, including the now outlawed British 

organisation National Action …. 

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE RECORDING 

 

MEN SHOUTING: National Action, National Action! 

 

DE SIMONE: … which in turn inspired other new groups around the 

world.  Then, in 2018, a new website was created - Fascist Forge - which the Durham boy 

joined.  Threads on the site encouraged sexual violence, glorified terrorist attacks, and 

members had to take exams about their ideological beliefs.  The founder uses the name 

Mathias – and calls himself the Leader Supreme.  He was in direct contact with the Durham 
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DE SIMONE cont: boy in an encrypted chat group.  But all I know about 

him is what’s on his online profile - he’s 25 and in Los Angeles.  So I call another journalist 

contact. 

We’ve been on a lockdown for two weeks now.  How long have you been on it over there? 

 

WINSTON: Formally, close to three.  But ….  

 

DE SIMONE: Ali Winston started out as a crime reporter before 

becoming a specialist on right wing extremism.  We’ve been working together for a while, 

swapping information from the internet for cross-referencing, updating each other on what 

we find. 

 

WINSTON: At first, I was looking at it because it kind of 

overlapped with some of the more traditional elements in California’s gang culture.  A couple 

of years back, it was more, it was a different group of people, rather, it was less street types 

and more people who were suburban, middle class, very young high schoolers and getting 

into the classic literature, very niche, very detailed Nazi history and then updating it for the 

current age.  And sadly we’ve seen a big uptick in what we would call domestic terrorism 

from these organisations.  There have been quite a number of murders, assaults shootings 

linked to these organisations and it’s really been non-stop almost since about 2016. 

 

MUSIC 

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE NEWS RECORDING 

 

NEWSREADER: Devastating news for this family and for this 

community and still a lot of questions about exactly what happened the night Blaze Bernstein 

was killed. 

 

DE SIMONE: In 2018, gay Jewish college student Blaze Bernstein 

went missing from his home in Orange County, California.  His body was found a week later, 

stabbed multiple times.  
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BERNSTEIN: It is such a devastating thing to spend twenty years 

raising a child to do something good with their lives, to be a good - not just a good human 

being, but somebody that is trying to repair the world and make it a better place.  That is the 

type of man that Blaze would be today.  

 

DE SIMONE: Blaze’s mother, Jeanne Pepper Bernstein, had never 

heard of these groups until her son was killed. 

 

BERNSTEIN: I was completely ignorant that these things were really 

a thing.  It was right under our noses and we had no, no idea.  My mother in law was born in 

1936 in Romania.  Her father and many of her relatives were taken to work concentration 

camps in the area.  I mean, she lived through a war and she saw the devastation to her, to her 

country, to her community - and her grandson was killed by a Nazi. 

 

DE SIMONE: The man charged with his murder has pleaded not 

guilty.  He’s alleged to be a member of a group called Atomwaffen Division, which has a 

sister organisation here in the UK.   

 

BERNSTEIN: We don’t realise how much these people are 

interwoven now into our society.  And with the way that we have social media now and the 

way that we connect with each other through iPhones, it’s so seamless now and so easy to 

connect with things that are really fringe, very extreme.  

 

DE SIMONE: It may be fringe, but mainstream social media and 

messaging apps are used to promote this dark world view, in which a pantheon of so-called 

‘saints’ - comprising various mass murderers - are lionised.  A bewildering number of groups 

are spawned by this online world, some going on to become armed militant organisations, 

others mainly promoters of terrorism through their propaganda. 

 

MUSIC  

 

DE SIMONE: Attacks are celebrated online, from the 2018 

synagogue attack in Pittsburgh in the US, when eleven people died: 
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EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE RECORDING 

 

MAN: …. Suspect’s talking about all these Jews need to die. 

 

MAN 2: Suspect is talking about killing Jews, he doesn’t want 

any of them to live. 

 

DE SIMONE: …  to London …. 

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE RECORDING 

 

REPORTER: …. after a van mounted the pavement and struck 

several pedestrians …. 

 

DE SIMONE: … where one man died when worshippers outside 

Finsbury Park mosque were mowed down by a far right extremist.  And in Christchurch in 

New Zealand … 

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE RECORDING 

 

WOMAN: It is clear that this can only be described as a terrorist 

attack. 

 

DE SIMONE: … where last year 51 people were murdered in a terror 

attack on a mosque and Islamic centre.  It’s a horrifying dynamic, says Dave Rich of the 

charity, the Community Security Trust, which aims to protect British Jews from violence. 

 

RICH: One of the most alarming aspects of this new violent, 

far right movement is that if you look at the terrorist attacks that have happened, in almost 

every occasion, the attacker has stated their intention to attack beforehand online or posted a 

manifesto on social media and have filmed the attack and then posted that video online where 

it now sits and gets shared and reposted, to generate new content glorifying terrorism and 

then encourage others to carry out similar attacks.  And it’s even reached the stage now 

where, if a far right terrorist goes into a synagogue or a mosque and murders people, if they 
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RICH cont: don’t actually film it and get that film online for all 

their far right peers to see, it’s almost considered almost a failure.  So this online content 

feeding the offline attacks is an absolutely essential and a very new part of this ecosystem.  

 

DE SIMONE: Every young adherent poses a potential danger - 

including the radicalised Durham teen who recorded this chilling diary entry. 

 

READER: I’ve sort of been in the news recently.  I haven’t been 

directly mentioned or quoted yet, but screenshots of what I’ve said have made rounds on 

Twitter and on a Vice article.  It does the ego well to see my words cause discomfort to 

others.  Perhaps with a little bit of motivation I’ll be on the news for something bigger. 

 

MUSIC 

 

DE SIMONE: After a few weeks of digging, fellow journalist Ali 

Winston in the United States has made progress on finding out more about the mysterious 

Mathias, the founder of the website where the Durham teen was active. 

  

WINSTON: So with Mathias, I’ve been digging around and trying 

to figure out if I can actually get a name to him, a real name and proper ID.  We’ve got that 

avatar of him from Fascist Forge where you kind of see the half skull mask over his face and 

you can make out his hair, his long hair and his eyes, and then digging around through my 

contacts and some images that I’ve been able to get, there’s one image of them in California 

posing with a flag.  And you can see one of them has what appears to be that long flowing 

hair.  And, you know, I put the two side by side together, I blew them up, I looked at them 

and I said, that looks the same, it looks like the same guy.  

 

DE SIMONE: Ali spoke to some of his sources - and eventually he 

gets a name.  

 

WINSTON: And it’s a 25-year-old man named Matthew Patrick 

Baccari, who lives in a town about an hour east of Los Angeles, in San Bernardino County. 

He’s interesting.  There’s nothing about him online.  He’s been really careful to cover his 
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WINSTON cont: tracks.  So it looks like somebody who understands 

that he should keep his identity offline. 

  

DE SIMONE: We can’t go to see Matthew Baccari aka Mathias 

because of the coronavirus pandemic, so we hired a team in California to approach him with 

our findings. 

 

ACTUALITY OF PHONE CALL 

 

ELLE: Hello? 

 

DE SIMONE: Hi Elle, how are you doing?  It’s Daniel. 

 

ELLE: Hi there Daniel, how are you? 

 

DE SIMONE: Not bad.  It’s a very quick call just to run through the 

questions we are going to ask him.  The main question is about his activities as Mathias on 

Fascist Forge.  Does he understand how much damage he’s caused, does he have any regret? 

 

ELLE: Got it. 

 

ACTUALITY KNOCK AT DOOR, DOG BARKING 

 

ELLE: Can we speak with Matthew Baccari?  Is he available? 

 

DE SIMONE: But Matthew Baccari, responsible for running the 

Fascist Forge website where so much harmful material was hosted and where extremists, like 

the 16-year-old from Durham, met each other, won’t come out of his bedroom.  He’s asleep, 

we’re told. 

 

ELLE: When would be a good time to come back? 

 

DE SIMONE: This unemployed 25-year-old man, a figure who’s 

been central to the extreme right scene for years, refuses to come to the door - three times. 
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ELLE: We could hear them talking. 

 

DE SIMONE: You could hear them talking sort of behind the door? 

 

ELLE: Yeah, so definitely he wasn’t asleep, you know, he 

doesn’t want to talk to anyone, he doesn’t want to answer any questions. 

 

MUSIC 

 

DE SIMONE: Baccari has taken his website down for now after it 

received unwanted attention, although we know he has still been active online.  It was 

important to find and expose him.  People like Baccari can only operate in secrecy.  But 

there’s another part of his neo-Nazi world still to investigate.  One group to emerge from this 

neo-Nazi world is called The Base.  Mathias had been promoting it heavily on his website, 

and even stated he was a member.  Ali Winston. 

 

WINSTON: The Base is interesting.  They like dressing in camo, 

skull masks, balaclavas.  It’s not interested in electoral politics.  Their role is to prepare for 

proper conflicts.  There is three of them are involved in a murder conspiracy plot down in 

Georgia, who’ve been charged up with that. 

 

DE SIMONE: The alleged plot was to kill an anti-fascist couple. 

 

WINSTON: They’ve kind of positioned themself as an umbrella 

organisation over other groups in that far right sphere. 

 

EXTRACT FROM BASE VIDEO  

 

PRESENTER: The base is an international survivalist and self-defence 

network.  Our mission is to share knowledge, develop skills and provide networking 

opportunities and training events ….  Participation is limited to men of European descent 

who understand and accept that the current system cannot be reformed. 
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DE SIMONE: Ali had heard about some secret recordings of the 

group. 

  

WINSTON: I’ve been asking around and apparently there’s a cache 

of documents and records that really might help us…We’re talking audio records.  These 

appear to have come from inside the organisation … 

 

DE SIMONE: So recordings of members of The Base?  

  

WINSTON: I think so.  I have to get a look at them, but from what I 

hear, this could be a potential goldmine and could also show the organisation’s links to Britain.  

 

DE SIMONE: We get the tapes - and press play. 

 

MUSIC 

 

ACTUALITY OF BASE RECORDING 

 

NAZZARO: Right, so let’s start with the general question and 

please tell us a little bit about yourself. 

 

DE SIMONE: They’re recruitment calls - people have messaged 

asking to join the group, and its leaders are now interviewing the applicants.  Mathias is on 

the calls - it turns out he’s a more senior figure than we’d realised.  

 

NAZZARO: Mathias?  What do you think? 

 

MATHIAS: I think it’s fine, I don’t have any objections.  He 

seemed confident that he would be able to, you know, balance his obligations and that he 

would have no problem fulfilling them so yeah, he’s got my thumbs up. 

 

DE SIMONE: And so were a number of British would-be recruits. 

 

ACTUALITY OF PHONE CONVERSATION 
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NAZZARO:  Can you hear me? 

 

MAN:  Yeah mate, yeah. 

 

NAZZARO: Okay, cool. 

 

DE SIMONE: Back in January, I worked with Andrey Soshnikov 

from the BBC Russian Service to identify the man you can hear leading these calls. 

 

ACTUALITY OF PHONE CALL 

 

DE SIMONE: Hi, Andrey, how are you doing?  

 

SOSHNIKOV: Hi, I’m fine, how are you?  

  

DE SIMONE: Not too bad, thanks.  I haven’t spoken to you for a 

while.  I think we last spoke properly when we were looking into Nazzaro.  

He’s Rinaldo Nazzaro, a 47-year-old American.  

 

SOSHNIKOV: He came here in Russia in the summer of 2018, I 

guess, and then The Base happened, and he was in contact with its members all around the 

United States from Russia, and he organised several paramilitary trainings for the members of 

this group with guns and shootings and Nazis saluting.   

 

DE SIMONE: And basically it was all being directed by the leader 

from his flat in St Petersburg? 

   

SOSHNIKOV: Yes, from his flat in St Petersburg or even from the 

streets of St Petersburg.  There is one interview of him just walking around and speaking 

about very radical things.   

 

MUSIC 
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DE SIMONE: We have established that Nazzaro used to work for the 

FBI, the organisation which is now investigating him.  He went on to run a private security 

firm in New York, which boasted of its links to the US Government.  He only emerged online 

as a radical figure in his mid-40s, moving to an upmarket St Petersburg flat in summer 2018 

with his Russian wife – the same time he created The Base.  News of the group spread 

quickly online and right wing extremists from all over America and Europe got in touch with 

Nazzaro to join up.  This young Brit says he heard about the group on social media. 

 

NAZZARO: This will be about 30 minutes, could be up to an hour 

depending upon the questions you have in the second half and we’ll go over the information 

that you provided.  So let’s start with the general questions, and please tell us a little bit about 

yourself. 

 

MAN:  Just a regular guy really, grown up in the countryside 

all my life. 

 

NAZZARO: And what is your ethnicity? 

 

MAN:  White Gallic. 

 

DE SIMONE: What’s perhaps most sinister on these recordings is the 

second half of them, when the would-be recruits are asked to leave and the older men get 

together to judge their performance. 

 

MUSIC 

 

NAZZARO: ….  I think at the same time, he probably has some 

room to kind of like mature ideologically a bit.  I think he’s open to that, so that’s good. 

 

DE SIMONE: And again with this 17-year-old interviewee being 

judged by a fellow Swede. 
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MAN: Well, I think he seemed all right, so that’s a good sign.  

Maybe ideologically or such maybe he needs a little shaping perhaps, but yeah that’s 

basically my view. 

 

NAZZARO: Right yeah, I think I share your view on that.  I think 

might need a little work ideologically but it sounds like he is kind of on his way, you know, 

he’s definitely headed in the right direction. 

 

DE SIMONE: Everyone on the calls uses aliases and they’re careful 

about what they give away.  But the tapes reveal that Nazzaro has his sights set squarely on 

the UK - a place he sees as fertile ground for building militant cells. 

 

NAZZARO: Yeah, we still have a goal of initially creating two or 

three-man cells in as many areas as possible.  The UK is a place where we think there is a lot 

of potential, we want to build our numbers up there. 

 

DE SIMONE:  The recordings were passed to the Southern 

Poverty Law Centre, an American non-profit organisation that has been fighting civil rights 

cases for decades.  Senior research analyst, Cassie Miller, has also been listening to the tapes.  

 

MILLER: This is a highly unusual glimpse into this kind of 

world.  We rarely get to see behind the curtain like this, not only to see how these groups are 

vetting people and how they’re recruiting new members, but to literally hear what it sounds 

like and to get a sense of their personalities.  Research into radicalisation can be really 

difficult, because we have a really small sample size.  Most of the people that we’re looking 

at are people who have left the movement and are willing to share their radicalisation 

narrative.  It’s pretty rare that we would get a set of documents where dozens and dozens of 

people are being asked in some really, you know, deep detail sometimes to describe how they 

eventually became a white nationalist or a neo-Nazi.  Basically, everyone who got to this 

vetting stage was allowed to become a member of the group.  As long as they had the right 

ideological commitments and they had a convincing radicalisation narrative, they were 

allowed to enter. 
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DE SIMONE: Interviewees are asked about the books they’ve read - 

including ‘Mein Kampf’. 

 

NAZZARO: Have you read ‘Mein Kampf’? 

 

DE SIMONE: And they’re encouraged to familiarise themselves with 

the group’s ideology. 

 

MUSIC 

 

NAZZARO: We all believe that there’s no saving the system now -

the system is beyond reform - so the best option for us is to see it collapse.  I mean, even if 

it’s just on a localised level, whatever degree will offer some sort of power vacuum that we 

can take advantage of.  

 

DE SIMONE: They’re looking for youngsters with useful skills, 

especially military connections. 

 

NAZZARO: You say you’re going to deploy - I assume to 

Afghanistan? 

 

MAN: It depends, I don’t really have a choice, I could be 

deployed in Afghanistan, or they could send me to Germany. 

 

MILLER: This is one way that Nazzaro was trying to set this 

organisation apart from others.  He wanted it to be a real-life training ground for people to 

learn guerrilla warfare tactics in preparation for a race war.   

 

DE SIMONE: The Base attempts to bring members of other groups 

under its umbrella.  We hear on the calls how members of more traditional far right 

organisations may be attracted to this newer, younger and more violent brand.  Rinaldo 

Nazzaro even appeared as a guest on an obscure online British neo-Nazi radio show, 

promoting his plans at the time to overthrow the government in north west America. 
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EXTRACT FROM RADIO BROADCAST 

 

WHITE: If the people did need to rise up against the 

government, this is the ideal terrain to do so as well. 

 

NAZZARO: That’s right and now you are touching upon one of my 

favourite topics, unconventional warfare and guerrilla warfare.  What’s needed are the most 

radical people who are willing to make sacrifices because … 

 

WHITE: And when we say radical, we are not talking about the 

most hot-headed, we are talking about the most coolest, rational thinking but very 

committed? 

 

NAZZARO: Right, I mean in a political sense, exactly. 

 

DE SIMONE: Nazzaro tells another of the recruits, a young Austrian, 

who’s already set up his own right wing group, that he’ll send him a Base flag to pose in front 

of. 

 

NAZZARO: That’s fine, you guys do your thing.  We do want to 

also identify at some point that we are in alliance and so when we have guys meet up, a 

picture like that, you know, and we can talk about how I’m going to get a flag to you. 

 

DE SIMONE: One of the applicants says he’s been a member of 

System Resistance Network, an alias for the banned group, National Action. 

 

NAZZARO:  What groups were you associated with in the past and 

what groups are you associated with now? 

 

MAN:  Well at the moment I’m in no groups, but I obviously 

still keep in contact with friends in the scene, if you know what I mean, but in the UK, like, I 

used to be in SRN - System Resistance Network - but that group’s shut now due to the fact 

that the Feds and all that … 
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DE SIMONE: The recordings show how such groups have fluid 

memberships, but shared aims.  Dave Rich from the Community Security Trust again. 

  

RICH: It’s really important to think of these groups as really 

very, very loose indeed, not really formal organisations with leaderships and memberships in 

the way you might think.  They’re more like brand names that adhere to parts of a global 

movement that is genuinely leaderless and grassroots.  So you will have online content 

produced in the name of one group overseas that then gets used by British activists in the UK 

in their propaganda.  That doesn’t mean there’s any formal organisational connection or an 

instruction from a leader somewhere to do this.  It’s just a set of names, a set of affiliations 

and images that can be used by activists all over the world, to give them a feeling of 

belonging with each other.  So it’s more accurate to look at this as a completely flat network 

of individuals all over the world who may act alone or in very small groups, but through the 

internet are genuinely part of an enormous global movement.  

  

DE SIMONE: Counterterrorism police are now having to familiarise 

themselves with this new landscape, getting up to speed on the codes and signals these young 

neo-Nazis use to find one other.  Assistant Commissioner Neil Basu.  

 

MUSIC 

 

BASU: When you look at the weight of what is out there and 

available online, it’s as much - if not more - than Islamist jihadist propaganda. And it is also 

much harder to spot, because people are not educated in what to look for, and they are 

stumbling across things, and of course, the social media companies, law enforcement, we’re 

learning all of the time what signs, symbols, rhetoric to look for.  And some of it can be very 

insidious.  You know, when you look at manifestos that are written, something that was 

written in a very pseudo intellectual, academic way, you know, will appeal to young students 

who are trying to find their cause or their commitment and can be very seductive and very 

difficult to convince people that it is not a genuine ideology and an ideology worth pursuing. 

And, of course, it doesn’t always start with violence.  Sometimes it starts with an argument. 
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DE SIMONE: It’s tempting to think these are nothing but bedroom 

warriors.  But in UK cases I’ve covered, I’ve seen what happens when people put their beliefs 

into action: girls encouraged to self-harm with the photos shared, even child sexual abuse 

celebrated - the very end of this spectrum of hate, made so seductive to young men like the 

one from Durham. 

 

READER: I feel like I’ve become more violent recently.  I’ve also 

been wanting to lash out for about a week now. Go down to a forest, find the most public 

path there is, tie a string at throat height between two trees.  Wear a mask, wear cheap clothes 

in case I need to get rid of them.  If they’re a male, then that ends there, but if they’re female 

I go further. 

 

MILLER: What we’ve seen over the past couple of years is really 

that this more violent faction of the white power movement is gaining more adherents. 

  

DE SIMONE: Cassie Miller, from the Southern Poverty Law Centre. 

 

MILLER: And there’s been sort of a change in the tenor of the 

movement, where violence is becoming more and more readily accepted among members of 

the movement and, you know, where, where there’s violence, you’re going to find more 

violence.  

 

MUSIC 

 

DE SIMONE: Neo-Nazis have been around since the end of World 

War II - we’ve seen them on the streets, marching, handing out flyers, assaulting and 

harassing ethnic minorities, and of course sometimes carrying out deadly attacks.  What’s 

different now is the way isolated individuals, sat in their bedrooms, can come together online 

into worldwide extremist networks devoted to violence.  Jeanne Pepper Bernstein. 

 

BERNSTEIN: Those things probably never could find each other, like 

two cancer cells in your body - one could be in your foot and one could be in your hand and 

they’d never meet and never cause a problem.  But if they could find each other in your body, 
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BERNSTEIN cont: you might have a tumour.  And I think that’s what 

we’re seeing now, is that these cells are all kind of finding each other and creating a very 

malignant part of our society.  We need to identify the people that are the cancers in our 

society and root them out and get them out and clean them up, because we can’t exist as a 

society as long as this is a potential disease. 


