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THE ATTACHED TRANSCRIPT WAS TYPED FROM A RECORDING AND NOT 

COPIED FROM AN ORIGINAL SCRIPT.  BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF MISHEARING 

AND THE DIFFICULTY IN SOME CASES OF IDENTIFYING INDIVIDUAL 

SPEAKERS, THE BBC CANNOT VOUCH FOR ITS COMPLETE ACCURACY. 

 

“FILE ON 4” 

 

Transmission:  Tuesday 9
th

 June 2020 

Repeat:  Sunday 14
th

 June 2020 

 

Producer:  Ben Robinson 

Reporter:  Paul Kenyon 

Editor:  Carl Johnston 

 

MUSIC 

 

KENYON: A decade ago, I was patrolling the vast sand dunes of 

the Sahara in Libya with Colonel Gaddafi’s soldiers, searching for migrants who were 

heading for Europe. 

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE 

 

KENYON: I can feel the wind whipping the moisture out of me 

and I’ve got to stop every couple of minutes to have water.  The Libyan authorities say 

around 150 migrants cross the border every day. 

 

It was a wild and deadly summer.  Thousands lost their lives on the desert leg of the journey. 

  

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE RECORDING 

 

KENYON: You can smell that there’s a corpse down here as you 

come down this pathway and it looks like his friends have tried to build some kind of grave 

around him, and imagine the strength needed to do that, to build these rocks as some kind of 

monument when you don’t even know if you’re going to make it yourself. 
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ACTUALITY – VEHICLES 

 

KENYON: For the survivors, next was the perilous crossing of the 

Mediterranean Sea.  We watched them leave by cover of night from Libya’s beaches, 

hundreds crammed into small wooden boats.  There were capsizes, deaths, many bodies 

washed up in Italian resorts. 

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE RECORDING 

 

MIGRANT ON BOAT: Some children are sick, we have got water inside the 

boat, we are in danger, do you hear me please?  

 

MAN: Yes, yes, I hear you. 

 

KENYON: And here was the problem.  The more the international 

authorities tried to clamp down, the more risks the migrants were prepared to take.  They 

clambered into plastic boats that had been made in giant moulds on the beach and were still 

soft to the touch.  More boats sank, more people died.  Spool forward to today, and some of 

the next generation have made it to Calais.  Amazingly, this summer already promises to be a 

record year for dangerous Channel crossings - a route that a decade ago was almost unheard 

of.  During the lockdown, there have already reportedly been more than a thousand landings 

on the Kent coast.  Tonight, File on 4 investigates the perfect storm - whipped up by 

coronavirus, Brexit, the UK’s tough port security and something no-one can legislate for: 

unseasonably warm weather.  It’s in Calais that our story begins. 

 

ACTUALITY IN CAMP 

 

KENYON: Every year, volunteers arrive from across Europe to 

help in the crammed, unsanitary camps that spring up on the wastelands around Calais.  

Today, help is thin on the ground, because of coronavirus. 

   

BECKETT: Hi, my name’s Pauline Beckett.  I’m a 58-year-old 

teacher from Newport, South Wales. 
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KENYON: Pauline began recording for us in early April at the 

start of the pandemic whilst working for a charity called Care4Calais. 

 

BECKETT: So, why am I still here?  Well, I came out for five days 

initially, that was the plan, and I do that approximately once a year, and I have been doing 

that since 2015.  This time, the French instigated their lockdown two days after I came out, so 

I had to decide whether to go straight back home, stay for the five days or stay for longer. 

 

KENYON: Pauline decided to stay.  But life has been much 

tougher than she imagined. 

 

BECKETT: I worked 21 days on the trot and then I had a half day 

off, and I’ve worked three days since then, so yeah, this is just exhaustion.  And I know that 

halfway through a volunteering stint is usually the hardest point [crying] so I should be able 

to pick myself up after today.  It’s time to make some changes to my living conditions, to 

relieve some of the stress there.  I don’t want to come home at the moment, mostly because 

that would represent failure to me.  I’m not very good at accepting failure. 

 

KENYON: At great personal risk, Pauline goes out each day with a 

small band of volunteers to help distribute much-needed food. 

 

BECKETT: The refugees aren’t recognising the threat from  

Covid-19.  I suppose that’s not surprising, because society in general has had difficulty 

grasping the seriousness of the threat.  So, most of them are doing as we ask, I guess they 

think they’re humouring us, but there’s always an unfortunate faction who will not follow the 

system - and that happened today. 

 

KENYON: Tensions are high, the migrants hungry.  Coronavirus 

means closed shops and scarce food.  Instead of the normal charitable deliveries, Care4Calais 

is filling in, stretched to breaking point. 

 

BECKETT: We were having difficulty with the front of the queue 

and refugees were having to wait for a very long time and tempers were beginning to fray - 

not most of the refugees, but from a small faction at the front.  So, eventually a group of 
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BECKETT cont: Afghani refugees, I think, became quite threatening 

and the expression they used was, ‘If this doesn’t move soon, we’re going to cut every 

English volunteer here,’ - that’s when we withdrew from the situation. 

 

MUSIC 

   

KENYON: The heightened tension and the hunger, both a result of 

coronavirus, are making the camps less bearable than normal.  Migrants who had been 

planning to hide on trucks or on trains are suddenly driven to the beaches in search of people 

smugglers - and the most dangerous route of all.  Amongst those on the camp right now is a 

young man from Chad.  Nineteen, desperate, disorientated, worried about coronavirus and 

going hungry. 

 

MAN: [Speaking in French]   

 

KENYON: He says that coronavirus has made things difficult, that 

they have no way of social distancing properly.  If others get ill, he says, so will we.  We 

must queue for everything we need, and if we leave a space, then we just don’t get any food.  

Help is at hand.  Early in the lockdown, the French authorities realised the camps, with their 

crammed tents and lack of washing facilities, were potential hotbeds for the virus.  Some 

migrants have been taken in buses to hotels and gymnasiums, where they can socially 

distance properly. 

 

MUSIC 

 

KENYON: But there is a problem.  Once they agree to leave the 

camps, they are worried the French will take their fingerprints and their documentation and 

therefore seal them into the French system.  They want to come to the UK, either because 

they speak English, or have family and friends already here.  They know that once registered 

in France, the door to the UK, for many of them, firmly closes.  And there’s another reason 

why they are reluctant to accept French help. 

 

ACTUALITY IN CALAIS JUNGLE, CHANTING 
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KENYON: The famous closure of the Calais Jungle in 2016 was 

an historic moment.  Police moved in at dawn, surrounded the camp and drove the migrants 

out.  There were fights, arrests and many injuries.  It was part of a new policy by the French 

Government, to create what they called a ‘hostile environment’, designed to stop camps 

taking root, and to discourage migrants from crossing the Channel illegally.  My producer, 

Ben Robinson and I, were in Calais last year to witness the latest camp raids.  Every time one 

pops up, French police shut it down again.  Because of Covid-19, we haven’t been able to 

travel to Calais at the moment, but we have made contact with a charity worker, who is 

witnessing the ongoing raids first hand.  She is called Tia and is just eighteen years old. 

 

TIA: It’s Tuesday 19
th

 May and today we’re at a small site, 

it’s an Eritrean site near the BMX stadium in Calais, so the site’s made up of two small 

camps, both of them Eritrean, however one of them was evicted this morning by the French 

police, so apparently they came in before 8 o’clock and there were about five buses.  It seems 

that most people would have been taken off to centres, however some of them wanted to stay 

and therefore ran off and have lost everything – tents, clothes, absolutely everything - and the 

rest of them were bussed off and taken to centres. 

 

KENYON: The raids she’s witnessing are intimidating, rough, 

destructive - they’re meant to be. 

 

TIA: More people have returned since the evictions a couple 

of weeks ago and the mood tends to be a bit higher.  People have started to resettle and have 

their basic items once again.  Some of them at least have been able to get tents and sleeping 

bags, so things are slightly better than they were a few weeks ago.  In spite of this, there is 

quite a high police presence, with two vans here overlooking us constantly, like they do on 

most days. 

 

MUSIC 

 

KENYON: At the end of a raid, most migrants move a few 

hundred metres away and simply set up again, to be moved on again the following week - and 

so the cycle continues.  But during lockdown, the raids have provided an added incentive to 
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KENYON cont: leave the camps and climb into a boat - all part of the 

unique pattern of events arising from Covid-19.  The raids are part of what the UK 

Government refers to as a suite of measures to reduce clandestine entry into the UK.   

 

ACTUALITY AT PORT 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT: Your attention please.  P&O Ferries … 

 

KENYON: Most visible - and most expensive - is the high security 

we see at ports, where British officers operate on French territory, searching for migrants in 

lorries, cars and trains.  But some British Border Force officers say their French counterparts 

are less enthusiastic about stopping and processing migrants than they are.  Lucy Moreton is 

the union official for the ISU that represents border, immigration and customs officials. 

 

MORETON: It’s not uncommon to see the same person, to turf the 

same person out of a lorry several times during a day.  We simply escort them to the edge of 

the UK control zone and hand them over to the French.  The French don’t take any action, 

they’re not compelled to enter the French system in any way, they’re just let go.  It does make 

it relatively peaceful, they’re quite calm and happy to be got out of the lorry, because they 

know the quicker they get out of the one they’ve been caught in, the quicker they’ll get to the 

border of  the port, the quicker they can turn round and try it again.  And this will go on day 

after day until suddenly you don’t see them anymore, and that’s because they’ve made it 

across successfully. 

 

KENYON: But the coronavirus has meant there are far fewer 

trucks and trains crossing the Channel.  With their chances of stowing away reduced, the 

dangerous sea crossing beckons.  There have already been a reported 1,900 small boat 

crossings this year - that’s more than the total for the whole of 2019.  Even though the sea is 

the most dangerous route, the success rate is higher.  On average, it takes eight attempts to 

reach the UK on a lorry.  On a boat, the average is just two. 

It’s a terrible irony really, isn’t it, that your staff, the harder they work, if you like, the more 

successful they are, actually they’re just displacing the problem to more dangerous routes? 
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MORETON: Absolutely.  The bottom line is that these individuals 

are in France and they are not willing to enter the French system, they are determined to 

reach the UK by any route.  And as we make easy and safer routes unavailable to them, the 

only option that they have is to take the more dangerous or more expensive routes.  They’re 

not going to just shrug their shoulders and go, ‘Oh well, okay, never mind, I’ll go home then.’  

They’re going to keep trying. 

 

MUSIC 

 

ACTUALITY AT SANGATTE 

 

KENYON: If you clamber over the sprawling sand dunes and step 

on to the wind-whipped beach at Sangatte in Calais, you can see the white cliffs of Dover - a 

narrow band of chalk on a slate grey sea.  To those who’ve never studied a map or researched 

the distance on the internet, it looks like a short hop, rather than the 26 miles across one of 

the busiest shipping lanes in the world.   

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE RECORDING 

 

ROBINSON: That chap has got perfect English, from Kurdistan. 

 

KENYON: Do you want to do it? 

 

ROBINSON: I was trying to persuade him … 

 

KENYON: Last year in Calais, my producer Ben and I met several 

migrants trying to cross in small dinghies with their entire families.   

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE RECORDING 

 

ROBINSON: Well, I haven’t got a phone, I took a copy of his … 
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KENYON: Some, like a man calling himself Hashem from Iran, 

assumed the Channel was calm and quiet - only to discover the reality was very different. 

Oil tankers, cargo ships, ferries and giant waves. 

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE RECORDING 

 

HASHEM: The big wave come and fill the boat, my boat fill, I and 

wife and two children go in the water. 

 

KENYON: You’re all in the sea, you’re all in the English Channel 

- you, two young children and your wife?  Did you have life jackets? 

 

HASHEM: No, no, no, we don’t have jacket, we don’t have. 

. 

KENYON: We managed to trace Hashem and discovered that he 

and his family are now living in Germany, where they have been granted asylum.  We met 

others who had embarked on the sea crossing and nearly drowned - like Ahmad from Iran. 

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE RECORDING 

 

KENYON: Could you see the coast of England? 

 

AHMAD: Yes, yes.  I know where is England and where is 

Dover, but the engine is off.   

 

KENYON: Why was the engine off? 

 

AHMAD: Because this boat for five person, we were nine person. 

Woman and her husband start to cry and said, ‘We will die,’ and I said, ‘Please, don’t say this 

because you have to have hope.’ 

  

KENYON: Ahmad attempted the crossing again soon after and 

succeeded in making it to the UK.  He was granted asylum and is now living in the north west 

of England. 
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ACTUALITY IN CAMP 

 

KENYON: After just a few months in the camps, Tia has seen 

many migrants come and go.  Two young men she saw regularly vanished just after 

lockdown began. 

 

TIA: Often they don’t have access to phones for a while, but 

then somehow they got in contact and just like sent a message saying that they were in the 

UK, which yeah, it was amazing. 

 

KENYON: But the risk they took is one that could have cost them 

their lives?  

 

TIA: They were in a boat that was maybe designed for ten 

people or something and there were fifteen or …  I mean just the fact that, I don’t think they 

like to talk about it much because I imagine it’s really, really horrible and terrifying, because 

yeah, they’re in overcrowded boats that don’t necessarily work and they just have to wait 

until someone picks them up or they can contact, they can contact someone.  

   

KENYON: Although Tia doesn’t condone the dangerous sea 

crossing, she was relieved to know they were safe. 

   

TIA: It’s amazing to know that they finally made it to the 

end of, to the end of that journey and just, I mean, you’ve got to hope everything works out 

and obviously there’s always the worry that, that it wouldn’t, but still it feels like they’ve 

accomplished a lot, and certainly it was their biggest aim, like when they were here, in the 

thing that they wanted the most, so it’s amazing to know that they’ve managed that and that 

they are safe.  

 

KENYON: Both men claimed asylum as soon as they reached the 

UK.  They had been emboldened to try a boat journey by this unique confluence of events - 

the travel restrictions due to coronavirus, the camp clearances, the shortages of food.  File on 

4 has traced another migrant who felt compelled to take the risk during lockdown.  He arrived  
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KENYON cont: on a Kent beach in April, when Britain was in the grip 

of the pandemic.  He is now living in the south east of England, awaiting a decision on 

asylum.  We’ll call him Daniel.  He fled from Iran - the top nationality claiming asylum in the 

UK in 2019.  His words are spoken by an actor. 

 

DANIEL: Police took everybody to camps, which makes it 

harder.  I was with a group of friends in the forest.  We had separate tents but we watched 

each other’s backs. 

  

KENYON: So why do you think there has been such a steep climb 

in the number of crossings? 

 

DANIEL: I hear some people come by plane and some go by 

lorry, but I hear if you go by lorry it is very expensive.  The boat is risky, very risky, but I 

think the only way they can cross. 

 

KENYON: Before Christmas, Home Secretary Priti Patel, pledged 

that by spring, boat crossings would become an ‘infrequent phenomenon’ because of tighter 

security at the ports.  She hadn’t reckoned on coronavirus and its unexpected push factors.  

Nor, perhaps, the new and desperate tactics that migrants have begun to take on the Channel. 

    

MORETON: There’s an increasing pattern of migrants, if they are 

encountered in French waters or in international waters, of threatening life if someone 

suggests or if there’s any suggestion that they will be rescued and returned to France, so they 

will threaten to jump overboard themselves or they will threaten to throw a child overboard. 

Because life is paramount in maritime law - and that is absolutely correct - all that 

encountering vessel can do is stay in line of sight in case they sink and enable them to make 

the crossing into UK waters. 

 

KENYON: It means that French patrol boats dare not go close and 

end up simply tracking them into UK waters.  And once in UK waters, British patrol boats 

have no choice under international law but to bring them in safely. 

There are still enormous dangers ahead, but once in a boat, they’re pretty much here? 
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MORETON: Absolutely.  Once they are in the water, then they, as 

long as they don’t get run over by a Channel ferry or otherwise sink, they will make it to the 

UK. 

 

KENYON: The Home Office told us that last month, Priti Patel 

spoke to her French counterpart and they agreed to try to turn migrant boats back to France 

whenever possible.  Meanwhile, Tia and her colleagues at Care4Calais have travelled to 

Dunkirk, thirty miles down the coast, where migrants are living in a derelict and partly-

demolished warehouse.  

 

ACTUALITY AT CAMP 

 

MUSIC 

 

KENYON: As they prepare the food packages and mark out cones 

for queuing, they play a bit of Bob Marley in the hope it will keep everyone calm.  Sensing a 

more tranquil atmosphere, Tia takes one of the migrants aside to ask about the smugglers.  It 

is a sensitive topic in camp - few are willing to talk about it - but it’s important, because the 

people smugglers view these unique circumstances as a rare money-making opportunity. 

They have a captive client base, waiting in the camp with no other way out, in deteriorating 

conditions. 

 

MIGRANT: [speaks in undetermined language] 

 

TIA: So it’s kind of out of their hands when the person who 

helps them to cross or the smuggler says, okay, tonight you’ve got to go there and you’ll see a 

boat that’s unsuitable for them, but they don’t really feel they’re in a position to ask why. 

 

KENYON: Most vulnerable to the people smugglers are young, 

unaccompanied children.  Last year on the camp we met Hamid, who was by himself, but had 

just met some other teenagers.  Despite the circumstances, he was happy to have a joke. 

  

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE RECORDING 
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HAMID: My name is Hamid, I am sixteen [laughs] from Iran. 

   

KENYON: I want to hear all the words he can say in English.  

Let’s hear them. 

 

HAMID: [Laughs with other migrants]   

 

KENYON: Okay, maybe not swear words, well he can have a go.  

I want him to give us the full list of his English words, I want to know his vocabulary here. 

 

HAMID: Hello, how are you?  Good.  Thank you.  No problem.  

Where are you from?  Good.  Very very bad, very very good.  [Laughs]  Finish. 

 

KENYON: Manchester United? 

 

HAMID: Yes, yes, good. 

 

KENYON: Who do you support? 

 

HAMID: Chelsea. 

 

KENYON: Chelsea, okay! 

 

HAMID: We are Chelsea, we are the best!  

 

KENYON: For unaccompanied migrants like Hamid, there is a 

crucial piece of legislation that can be a lifeline.  It is called the Dublin Regulation and it 

reunites families who have settled in Europe.  Dublin, as it’s called, allows children and 

adults to register a claim for asylum in the UK whilst still in France, saving them the perilous 

sea crossing.  But Dublin isn’t always plain sailing. When we met Hamid, he told us he’d 

tried the system but found it so slow he had given up and was readying himself for a Channel 

crossing instead.  Beth Gardiner-Smith is from the charity Safe Passage, which campaigns for 

the rights of migrant children. 
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GARDINER-SMITH: We know so many of those who are trying to reach the 

UK who are refugees who have fled war and persecution. The reason they’re trying to do so 

is because they have family in the UK that they’re trying to join and the Dublin regulation 

therefore cuts out the need for those dangerous and illegal journeys, because it allows 

governments to work together to enable you to transfer safely. 

 

KENYON: But Dublin is a double-edged sword.  Not only does it 

allow people like Hamid to apply safely for asylum in the UK, the law can also be used to 

transfer migrants out of the UK if they don’t have family here and they have already been 

registered in France - or anywhere else in Europe for that matter.  In 2019, the UK made 

some three thousand requests to transfer asylum-seekers to other member states under 

Dublin, 263 of which were accepted.  But, with uncertainties over Brexit, the future of Dublin 

is up in the air.   

 

GARDINER-SMITH: It’s something that we’re deeply concerned about.  You 

know, we’ve had to fight tooth and nail to see the Government make a commitment to try and 

renegotiate an alternative to Dublin and what we’ve seen them come up with so far is 

something that is really deficient and will not provide the same level of support and access to 

children to join family members in the UK, and there is a real risk that if negotiations are 

prolonged, if they’re delayed, that actually family reunion is probably the lowest on the 

pecking order for the UK to negotiate, and it may just fall.  And in that circumstance we will 

see hundreds of children potentially across Europe suddenly lose the right to join their 

families safely and legally. 

 

KENYON: The Home Office says that it remains committed to 

seek reciprocal arrangements for the family reunion of unaccompanied asylum-seeking 

children and that it has proposed arrangements with the EU in the latest round of 

negotiations.  The fingerprinting and documenting of migrants will continue to be important 

in determining which European country is responsible for processing an asylum claim.  And 

it’s there that an unlikely battleground is taking shape.  Lucy Moreton says the French are 

perceived as taking a hands-off approach. 

 

MORETON: I presume that they don’t wish to force individuals who 

doesn’t wish to register a claim in France to do so.  They have ample opportunity to register 
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MORETON cont: their claims there if that’s what they want, but certainly 

the French don’t compel that in any way, so when they encounter authority, when they are 

arrested at a port, when they are turfed out of the back of a lorry and handed to the French, 

the French don’t fingerprint them, they don’t make any effort to identify them or to register 

their presence in France - they simply let them go again and they are in France illegally. 

  

MUSIC 

 

KENYON: File on 4 can reveal that Home Secretary, Priti Patel, 

has asked British immigration officers on the juxtaposed border controls at the Eurotunnel 

terminus in Calais to take fingerprints themselves, to ensure migrants do enter the French 

system.  But Border Force officers are extremely concerned about their own safety in such a 

tense, high-stakes situation - and in the middle of an epidemic.  

 

MORETON: That is quite a challenge, particularly if they really 

don’t want to have their fingerprints taken.  We don’t have digital fingerprint recorders, we 

only have wet ink, so you have literally got to hold their hands and roll their fingers from side 

to side to get a print.  That’s quite a lot of avenue to fight back if that’s what they want to do. 

 

KENYON: Fingerprinting by Border Force in France was used up 

until 2010, but Lucy Moreton says there were some startling consequences. 

When we did this before, what was the outcome?  Did it improve the situation in terms of 

reducing the numbers taking the most risky journeys across the Channel? 

 

MORETON: Unfortunately, no, it didn’t improve the situation.  All 

it resulted in was a lot of physical violence and individuals - both our staff and migrants - 

being injured, and migrants deliberately harming themselves in order to damage their 

fingertips, so that their fingerprints can’t be taken.  The decision was taken eventually that it 

wasn’t resulting in any reduction in numbers, it wasn’t resulting in a significant increase of 

returns within a decent timeframe and the effort was abandoned. 

 

KENYON: The Home Office says that taking fingerprints assists 

with returning migrants to France under the Dublin arrangements, if those individuals 

subsequently enter the UK illegally.  It also told File on 4, ‘Border Force has robust risk 
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KENYON cont: assessment and safe systems of work in place to 

minimise the risk of harm to both migrants and Border Force officers.’  But there’s another 

major factor driving these desperate people to our shores – Brexit.  And the fear that now the 

UK has left the EU, the door is about to be slammed shut.  Many on the camps follow Brexit 

developments closely - something that has surprised Tia. 

 

TIA: We were on the distribution once and it was like very 

relaxed.  We were just sitting around and he sat down and started talking me through Brexit. 

He knew almost more about it than I did, because he’s like studied political science in 

Afghanistan.  He was clearly very up-to-date on the news about it.  And a lot of people do 

ask, like, would it be easier for us to get to the UK?  Would it be more difficult?  What’s 

going to change?  I mean, I don’t have any answers to that, but people are, many people are 

informed and are curious to know what the impacts will be.  

 

MUSIC 

 

KENYON: What they do know is that Brexit, and any changes to 

the Dublin arrangements, will affect them in some way or another - they just don’t know 

how.  That uncertainty has fed into the upsurge of those trying their luck in small boats.  The 

last spike in Channel crossings was over Christmas, when it seemed Britain might crash out 

of Europe without a deal.  There was a scramble in the camps.  Migrants assumed it was their 

last chance.  They clambered into boats in an unprecedented winter rush.  Now the clock is 

ticking on the Brexit transition period, with less than seven months remaining for the UK to 

agree a deal with the EU - and a similar mood seems to be gripping the camp.  The latest 

surge has been amongst the young.  Lucy Moreton again. 

 

MORETON: There certainly is an increase in unaccompanied 

minors on small boats, and that’s particularly worrying, because that is all done by organised 

crime, it’s a very expensive route to take.  Somebody somewhere is paying for these children 

and the worry of who it is - is this organised crime and are they being trafficked into a far 

worse situation?   

 

KENYON: Hamid, the 16-year-old we met last year, lived in 

testing conditions.  But the daily fight for survival in the camp meant he and his new friends  
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KENYON cont: were unaware of a British-based humanitarian scheme 

that might have spared them the risk of crossing the Channel. 

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE RECORDING 

 

KENYON: Can you show us where you live?  Take us over, okay.  

So he’s just leading us across the front of the camp here, just next to the main road where the 

police have been patrolling today and across little mounds of waste, and we’ve got a 

tangerine coloured camping tent.  It’s not in a bad state actually.  Okay, you’ve kept it very 

clean, you’ve got a couple of sleeping bags and three or four rucksacks in there.  Which is 

your, where are your belongings? 

 

HAMID: There are three persons living here. 

 

KENYON: Three persons?  Right, well I can tell you that that is 

just about wide enough for three people, as long as they don’t turn over in the middle of the 

night.  It’s, I mean, it’s clean, but it’s grim and you wouldn’t want to stay there for more than 

a couple of nights.  How long have you been sleeping in that for? 

 

HAMID: Six months. 

 

KENYON: It was called the Dubs amendment, after its creator, 

Labour peer, Lord Alf Dubs, himself a child refugee from the Nazis.  Dubs was specifically 

designed for the most vulnerable children in camps across Europe.  Beth Gardiner-Smith 

from Safe Passage  

 

GARDINER-SMITH: It was a special route for those children who didn’t 

have family anywhere else in Europe, but were particularly vulnerable and particularly in 

need of relocation out of camps and desperate circumstances in other parts of Europe.  It was 

the UK essentially doing its bit, showing leadership in a really difficult time to help some of 

the many unaccompanied children across Europe in difficult circumstances. 
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KENYON: There were 480 places available and, crucially, the 

children did not need to be in the UK to apply, again saving them the risk of crossing the 

Channel.  But last month the Dubs scheme came to an end. 

 

GARDINER-SMITH: Unfortunately, I am pretty certain that would mean 

many, many more children being found in those dinghies and being found in the back of 

lorries.  And I think, you know, we will likely see more deaths of children taking these 

dangerous journeys. 

 

KENYON: Some people would say they voted for Brexit because 

they wanted to reduce immigration into this country, and so what they would see as tough 

measures like this, ie making it more difficult, even for unaccompanied children to get into 

the country, would be seen as a positive thing. 

  

GARDINER-SMITH: We know, time and time again, we know if safe routes 

are closed down. We see people taking more and more dangerous and desperate journeys. 

That is simply what happens. 

 

MUSIC 

 

KENYON: The Home Office say the Dubs scheme was a one-off 

commitment by the Government and that there are now more than five thousand 

unaccompanied children being cared for in the UK, which has placed significant pressures on 

our domestic system.  Nevertheless, campaigners fear the end of Dubs could feed into this 

year’s increase, along with uncertainty over the Dublin arrangement and Brexit, camp 

clearances, tightened port security – and, of course, Covid-19.  But what is happening at this 

end, when the migrants arrive on the beaches?  Kent is on the front line.  The council is 

responsible for looking after every migrant child that arrives - not the adults, just the children, 

because they require care.  This year’s peak is causing council leader, Roger Gough, a 

headache. 

 

GOUGH: So, if a child or young person arrives on the Kent 

coast, if they are an unaccompanied asylum-seeking child, then they will first be processed, if 
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GOUGH cont: you will, by the Border Force, and after that initial 

assessment, they will then be taken into the care of Kent County Council.  They become, in 

effect, a child in care like any other.  

 

KENYON: What age do you have to look after them until legally? 

 

GOUGH: They’ll become a child in care until the age of 18, but 

then there are responsibilities that we have - as indeed we would have for any child who’s 

been in a child in care, whether they were from Kent or whether they were an unaccompanied 

asylum-seeking child, then there are further responsibilities that go on to the age of 25. 

 

KENYON: Kent should be helped out by something called the 

National Transfer Scheme, dispersing unaccompanied asylum-seeking children to other local 

authorities when the pressure builds.  It was launched in response to the record arrivals of 

2015 - but it’s voluntary. 

 

GOUGH: Councils came to realise that they were actually taking 

on a long term financial liability that would put extra strain on budgets that were often, in 

many cases, are with Children Services, taking in more children into care in many parts of the 

country, they found that those pressures were significant and they wanted to avoid that.  So 

from about the spring of 2018, we’ve not placed another single child with another authority 

under the National Transfer Scheme.  

 

MUSIC 

 

KENYON: The whole system is under Government review, but the 

result won’t come soon enough to help Kent this year.  It’s already experiencing a huge strain 

on services.  This is, of course, a problem that is beyond the remit of Kent to resolve, or even 

the UK on its own.  It requires a long-term, global strategy, but that is still years away and 

won’t help tackle this summer’s unique confluence of events, pushing migrants into small 

boats on the English Channel. 

  

GOUGH: And the prospect is clearly that, as summer goes on, 

those numbers come in, our capacity to deal with them properly, in terms of reception and 
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GOUGH cont: beyond, is hugely constrained and ultimately 

overwhelmed.  So yes, this is now, I think, the most serious situation we’ve been in since 

2015.  At that time and in the aftermath of it, everyone said, ‘Never again.’  Well, here we are 

again. 


