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Transmission:  Tuesday 25th May 2021 

Repeat:  Sunday 30th May 2021 

 

Producer:  Jim Booth 

Reporter:  Hayley Hassall 

Editor:  Carl Johnston 

 

MUSIC 

 

TEACHER: I have experienced boys threatening girls in school, 

girls being attacked sexually on their way home from school, some girls even experience 

being pinned down while being sexually assaulted, and this is rarely reported in fear of 

schools getting a bad reputation. 

 

ACTUALITY OF SCHOOL BELL 

  

TEACHER: There are incidents that should be referred to the police 

but instead are dealt with in school. 

  

TEACHER: I see instances of this kind of behaviour in almost 

every lesson. 

 

HASSALL: These are the words of our teachers, currently working 

in primary and secondary schools across the UK.  More than fifteen hundred of them have 

shared their experiences with File on 4, and they paint a grim and hugely concerning picture 

of what’s happening in our classrooms.  They describe a culture where misogyny is rife and 

sexual abuse is commonplace.  
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AMINA: And then I just feel a hand on my back, forcing me ... 

erm ... onto the floor, and then this boy starts grinding on me, and I think, like during that 

moment, I just completely froze, and then it felt like the longest thing ever, and then I look up 

at my teacher and then he looks at me and then he looks away.  I’m sorry.  I don’t want to get 

upset. 

 

HASSALL: It’s a behaviour that many believe is fuelled by easy 

access to violent pornography from a very young age. 

 

VERA-GRAY: And so the message that has been sent out there very, 

very strongly is that actually non-consensual and coercive sexual practices are socially 

acceptable, and actually that again consent is kind of optional and in some ways not 

desirable. 

 

HASSALL: And as Ofsted prepares to publish the findings of an 

investigation into the problem, File on 4 hears from the teachers who say they aren’t 

equipped to deal with it. 

 

COOPER: We actually haven’t seen much being offered in terms 

of training.   

 

HASSALL: How are your teachers feeling about it? 

 

COOPER: I think there’s a lot of anxiety.  They do feel quite in a 

vulnerable situation, having to teach the content that’s required.  And it is absolutely in the 

training, and that’s what is essential, which we don’t have.  It feels as though we are on our 

own. 

 

ACTUALITY IN SALFORD 

 

HASSALL: It’s a sunny Monday afternoon in Salford, just round 

the corner from where I live.  A small group of girls - 17 and 18 years old - are sat on some 

old wooden crates in a park in the middle of a housing estate.  There’s a pair of rusty goal 

posts and boys are riding by on their mountain bikes, mums are pushing prams. 
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GIRL: I mean, it’s just happened to me five minutes ago, 

walking up, to be honest.  Literally just as you approached. 

 

GIRL: Yeah, yeah. 

 

HASSALL: What do you mean?  What happened?  

  

GIRL: Walking sort of behind, they’ll be speeding up a bit, 

and they were like, ‘Oi, cheeky,’ and then on the way back we saw them again, he was like, 

‘Can we have your Snapchat?’ and like just saying, like, names. 

 

GIRL: ‘My mate wants your Snapchat, can I have it?’ and I 

was like, no. 

 

HASSALL: It happens often then? 

 

GIRL: Oh yeah. 

 

GIRL: Every day. 

 

GIRL: Yeah, there’s little comments as people walk past you, 

it’s a very common thing. 

 

HASSALL: They’ve agreed to talk to me, to share their stories of 

life in school – or, more specifically, how they dealt with - and continue to deal with - the 

almost daily onslaught of sexual demands from their peers. 

 

GIRL: Okay, you’ll have to do it, I can’t say these words. 

 

GIRL: I think what she’s trying to say, he made, like, his willy 

a bit erect so, and then put a calculator on top and then shouted all the girls to look at him, so 

it would be visible so they could all look. 

  

HASSALL: And this was in school, in the classroom? 
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GIRL: Yep, this was year 10.  I mean, that same boy, every 

day I got loads of comments, asking me to do something to him. 

  

GIRL: There was one particular boy that made comments a 

lot.   

  

GIRL: Every day you got a comment. 

 

GIRL: Every day there’d be summat. 

 

HASSALL: What sort of things would they be saying to you? 

 

GIRL: I got ‘Sit on my face,’ every day.  That. ‘Suck down 

there.’  ‘Come and sit on my knee, come and sit on my lap.’  A lot of those every day. 

 

GIRL: That was a very common thing though in our year, 

wasn’t it?  All the lads were very touchy. 

 

GIRL: I’ve had boys look up my skirt, which is the reason 

why I wore tights all the way through high school, even in summer, when it was like really 

warm.   

 

HASSALL: Do you feel like you’ve been pressured into sexual 

activity, whether it’s been sharing pictures or going along with something? 

 

GIRL: The amount of times I’ve been asked by the boys in my 

year, like, when you get out of school, ‘Oh please send me just, just in your bra, you don’t 

have to show your boobs or anything,’ and you’re like, ‘No, I’m not doing it,’ and you’d go 

in the next day and people would be like, ‘Oh, are you frigid then?’  

 

GIRL:  Every single girl I’ve known has had an experience of 

some sort of sexual assault.  
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GIRL: I don’t know a single girl who’s not been sexually 

harassed, but I can give you a big handful of boys who haven’t. 

 

MUSIC 

 

HASSALL: What’s happened to these young women isn’t 

uncommon.  It’s become the norm.  Dismissed by many as just banter, boys being boys.  But, 

anecdotally at least, there’s been a surge in this kind of behaviour - and far worse.  A 

movement called Everyone’s Invited brought it sharply into focus this year.  It’s an online 

space for sharing experiences of sexual abuse and dedicated to eradicating so-called rape 

culture.  To date, more than 16,000 young people - mostly young women, but some boys and 

young men too - have shared their stories. 

 

SARA: It was quite shocking, but also incredibly uplifting to 

see so many people being able to share experiences which were so personal and so traumatic 

that, you know, many of them had been hiding and suffering in silence for years. 

  

HASSALL: Soma Sara launched Everyone’s Invited after 

conversations with friends about her own experiences in her early teenage years.  She quickly 

realised she wasn’t alone, and her platform opened the floodgates, sparking a national 

conversation. 

 

SARA: The anonymity aspect of our website is very 

empowering for many.  So many genuinely don’t feel safe or able to share these experiences 

openly with people in their lives, with their family, with authorities, because there’s so much 

shame and stigma attached to all of these experiences that they feel that, you know, the only 

place they are able to share is through an anonymous platform where there are no 

repercussions for sharing. 

 

HASSALL: The response was so big that the Department for 

Education provided funding for the children’s charity, the NSPCC, to set up a new national 

helpline for those affected.  Since the beginning of last month, they’ve received over 300 

calls and have made over sixty referrals to agencies, including social services and the police.  

Andrew Fellows is Head of Policy at the charity. 
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FELLOWS: We know, unfortunately, that peer-on-peer abuse 

amongst children and young people is extremely prevalent.  There is no definitive statistic, 

but we estimate that around a third of all sexual abuse that children experience is committed 

by other children, and we know that for girls between 15 and 17, that’s the age group and 

demographic that are at the highest risk of experiencing sexual abuse.  Experiencing sexual 

abuse can have very serious and longstanding consequences for children and young people in 

terms of emotional well-being and mental health.  Now unfortunately, we know that for too 

many children the barriers to being able to kind of tell their story and to be recognised and be 

supported are too significant. 

 

HASSALL: Norfolk Chief Constable, Simon Bailey, is the National 

Police Chiefs Council lead on child protection.  

 

BAILEY: Just in the last few days, I’ve been speaking to a 

number of parents on different committees and different organisations, and they’ve all pretty 

much given the same message.  The unsolicited receipt of indecent images from young men, 

sexual harassment, name calling and sexual assaults as well.  And you only have to look at 

some of the statistics that we have in our possession around sexual harassment, the pulling of 

bra straps and that type of thing.  I think, Hayley, that young ladies are having to run the 

gauntlet of that on a regular basis. 

 

MUSIC 

  

AMINA: At the beginning, I was really excited because, you 

know, it’s a big jump from primary school to secondary school, so I was like looking forward 

to all the new friends I was going to make.  And when I got there, I was very much shocked. 

 

HASSALL: Amina is 19 now and at university, but she’s still trying 

to come to terms with what happened to her at high school. 

 

AMINA: I started to get bullied and people were making 

rumours up about me.  They were calling me a bitch, a slut and that I would go home with so 

many different guys and have sex with them, and that was really upsetting for me. 
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HASSALL: Amina had to deal with verbal sexual abuse nearly 

every day for three years, but when she was 14, the abuse became physical. 

 

AMINA: It was during the summertime and we were practising 

for PE, and my whole entire year was sitting on the pitch, my teachers were just talking and 

people were listening.  And then I’m sitting there with my friends and then there’s this group 

of boys next to us, and then I just feel a hand on my back, forcing me onto the floor and then 

this boy starts grinding on me, and I think, during that moment, I just completely froze, and 

then it felt like the longest thing ever but I’m not sure how long it was, and then I got back 

up, and then I look up at my teacher and then he looks at me and then he looks away.  I’m 

sorry, I don’t want to get upset.  Because I feel like even though that situation was really bad 

for, like more than one person failed me that day, and I think that was really hard for me to 

deal with. 

 

HASSALL: Who do you feel that failed you that day? 

 

AMINA: My friends, my teacher mostly, someone who had like 

a duty of care towards me, could look at me in my face and then just look away.  I just felt so 

alone in that moment.  I don’t know, part of me felt like it was my fault because of other 

people’s responses, and I remember telling myself just to stay strong and just wait until I got 

home to cry. 

 

HASSALL: It’s taken Amina four years to talk about what 

happened to her.  It’s only when other young people started to talk about what had happened 

to them that she felt she could open up too. 

 

AMINA: I think it’s affected me as a person.  So, like in social 

situations, that part of my life has really informed how I am now.  I think that is hard to, like, 

deal with because I do wonder, like, what kind of person I would have been if I was the 

happy kid that left primary school and had a great experience at school.  I do wonder that. 

 

MUSIC 
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HASSALL: File on 4 worked with the teacher’s union, the 

NASUWT, to gather testimony from teachers working in primary, secondary and tertiary 

education about what they’d seen in their schools and colleges.  More than fifteen hundred 

responded to our questions.  Almost a third said they have witnessed peer on peer sexual 

harassment or abuse at school, and almost one in ten said they saw it on a weekly basis. 

These are their words, spoken by actors. 

 

TEACHER:  Boys are making sexual comments to girls even 

as young as year 8.  The year 10 boys frequently inappropriately grab the year 10 girls, even 

in class.  I once heard a year 8 boy say to his peer that she deserved to be raped - it’s getting 

more prevalent. 

 

TEACHER: I have experienced boys threatening girls in school, 

girls being attacked sexually on their way home from school, some girls even experience 

being pinned down while being sexually assaulted, and this is rarely reported in fear of 

schools getting a bad reputation.  

 

TEACHER: I work in primary school settings and have seen this 

kind of thing happening.  This is not just a teenage issue. 

 

TEACHER: A male student exposed himself on camera during a 

zoom class over lockdown.  The school responded to my complaint by effectively sacking 

me.  

 

HASSALL: Patrick Roach is General Secretary of the NASUWT. 

 

ROACH: The examples that you’ve received of those 

behaviours, frankly, is extremely disturbing, and I think any parent in the land who sent 

children to school today should be very concerned.  Dealing with these issues after the event 

is never going to be satisfactory.  It is about leadership from the very top, and I think that 

teachers also need to be clear and confident that when they’re reporting these issues, these 

concerns, that they will be taken seriously. 
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HASSALL: But that’s not always happening.  Many of the teachers 

who contacted us said many instances of sexual abuse were ignored by the schools they work 

in, that few complaints were passed on to safeguarding partners like social services or the 

police.  

 

TEACHER: It’s brushed under the carpet a lot.  There are incidents 

that should be referred to the police but instead are dealt with in school. 

 

TEACHER: The situation continues to escalate.  Management does 

not intervene and these incidents are never formally recorded as it will affect the statistics for 

the school and local council. 

 

TEACHER: When incidents are reported by female students, barely 

any action - if any at all - is taken. 

 

MUSIC 

 

HASSALL: File on 4 asked more than 400 primary and secondary 

schools in England how many incidents of sexual harassment and assault they recorded last 

year.  Nearly three-quarters responded, and it’s only a snapshot, but they revealed that in the 

school year starting in September 2019 and ending in July last year, more than 300 

allegations were made of sexual abuse both inside and outside school grounds, and eleven of 

those were allegations of rape.  Remarkably though, not all of these assaults were reported to 

the police.  Chief Constable Simon Bailey of the National Police Chiefs Council.  

Could it be the schools are covering it up? 

 

BAILEY: I suspect that’s happening, based upon my experience, 

based upon what we saw when it came to allegations of abuse within football, I can’t help but 

think that that it’s likely.  My concern is that the teachers, through not wanting to criminalise 

a student, or in some cases not wanting to tarnish the reputation and the brand of the school, 

are not then reporting it when they actually know that they should be doing that. 

 

HASSALL: MP Vicky Ford is the Minister for Children. 
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FORD: Anything that is a criminal act must be reported, and 

it’s extremely important that schools do that.  Not every allegation that we saw on Everyone’s 

Invited by any means was a criminal act, but where there are criminal acts, they should be 

reported.  And that’s again something Ofsted are looking at in this review.  Of the calls that 

we’ve had to the NSPCC hotline, about sixty of those calls have resulted in a referral to a 

statutory agency - that could be to social services, it could be to police, but they’re serious 

enough, those allegations, that they are being acted on and referred on.  Other contacts have 

been given referrals to other trained experts - that might be rape counselling services, it might 

be mental health support - but everybody who’s called that hotline has been given support. 

 

MUSIC 

 

HASSALL: Even when crimes are reported though, the victims and 

their families don’t always get the response they’re looking for.  

 

JULIE [SPOKEN BY ACTOR]: It’s really sad because she is the most fantastic girl. 

She’s funny, she’s bright, she’s cheeky, but she feels like everybody let her down.  And 

actually, a lot of people did. 

 

HASSALL: Julie’s daughter was 12 years old when she was abused 

by a boy who was in the same year as her at school.  Julie isn’t her real name, we’ve changed 

it to protect her daughter’s identity.  Her words are also spoken by an actor. 

 

JULIE [SPOKEN BY ACTOR]: So, my daughter is now 16.  When she was 12, she 

disclosed to me that a boy who was her friend, who was also 12, had been sexually assaulting 

her.  What she was telling me was that he had been anally raping her and digitally penetrating 

her. 

 

HASSALL: Julie believes the abuse had been going on for many 

months and had mainly taken place in the boy’s bedroom when her daughter went to play 

there after school.  When she contacted the police, they responded that day.  Police officers 

and social services staff took her daughter to a safe house for a relaxed interview. 
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JULIE [SPOKEN BY ACTOR]: I began to doubt that things would go well when the 

social worker said to me, ‘Well, at least you don’t have to worry about her being pregnant, 

because it was anal sex.’  I was so shocked that I didn’t actually say anything, so the next day 

they phoned me and said that there were inconsistencies, that the boy had denied everything, 

and that at the moment it was her word against his.  But I knew she wasn’t lying.  I knew 

deep in my heart that she wasn’t lying.  And the reason that I knew was because the way she 

had described what had happened and the sensations that she talked about, she couldn’t 

possibly have made up or have seen or have heard about it.  It was so the first person that 

could only have been true. 

 

HASSALL: But the police concluded there wasn’t enough evidence 

to prosecute.  Subsequently, there was little support for her daughter when she returned to 

school.  

 

JULIE [SPOKEN BY ACTOR]: What they said to us at the beginning of the new school 

term was that, because the police had decided not to prosecute, that they would no longer put 

any support in place for my daughter and that she just needed to behave herself, basically.  

They didn’t do anything to keep them apart at school, except to say that they weren’t to talk 

to each other.  Well, she found that really difficult. 

 

HASSALL: So how did that make school life and life for your 

daughter after the attack? 

 

JULIE [SPOKEN BY ACTOR]: Well, she basically didn’t have a life then, she didn’t 

see any other children at school.  She obviously couldn’t go out in the village anymore.  But 

then for him, everything went on as normal and, in the end, the short story is that they 

decided to withdraw all support for my daughter, and the education authority agreed for her 

to move to another school.  We never wanted a pound of flesh.  We, you know, we didn’t 

want to see him chucked into prison or anything like that.  What we felt was important was 

that he didn’t do it to anyone else. 
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HASSALL: When Julie complained, another police force was 

brought in to re-examine the case.  They found failures in the investigation. Officers had 

failed to take the allegations seriously when Julie’s daughter got confused with dates.  She 

was branded an unreliable witness. 

 

JULIE [SPOKEN BY ACTOR]: She was depressed for a long time afterwards.  Really 

difficult to get out of bed, you know, classic depression signs.  She’ll never get over it and 

she’ll never forget it. 

 

HASSALL: I put the case to Chief Constable Simon Bailey, the 

National Police Chiefs Council lead on child protection.  

So, because the police did nothing, nothing was done to protect this girl, this girl now suffers 

with depression and she has lost all her friends.  It’s four years on and she’s still suffering 

really badly because she wasn’t taken seriously. 

 

BAILEY: I find that really disappointing.  I find it really 

disappointing.  We’ve let her down and I’m sorry that we’ve let her down. 

 

MUSIC 

 

HASSALL: Julie believes the boy who raped her daughter - 

although only 12 years old - had been watching adult video games with pornographic content. 

Dr Fiona Vera-Gray at Durham University believes the sexually violent material children are 

viewing influences their behaviour and what they believe is normal.  Last month, she 

published one of the largest ever studies in this area. 

 

VERA-GRAY: Over a six-month period, we collected the largest ever 

sample of online pornographic content, so we gathered over 150,000 titles from the landing 

pages of the UK’s top pornography sites.  So, we found one in eight of the titles that are 

shown on those front pages represented forms of sexual violence.  So, there were videos 

about coercive sexual activity, exploitative sexual activity.  There were some that really 

skirted a very close line to being explicitly about things like rape, childhood sexual abuse, 

incest.  And so the message that has been sent out there very, very strongly is that actually 
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VERA-GRAY cont:  non-consensual and coercive sexual practices are 

socially acceptable, and actually that again consent is kind of optional and in some ways not 

desirable.  There’s such a crossover between that, and what we’ve seen really recently in 

some of the revelations around what’s been happening in schools seems to be that women 

and girls are not being respected as human beings who have the right to say yes or no to 

different forms of sexual activity.  

 

ACTUALITY IN SIXTH FORM CLASS 

 

IAN: My name’s Ian.  I work for, as you can see, an 

organisation called the Naked Truth project, and we’re going to be talking about 

pornography.  I know that talking about porn could feel a little bit awkward, so just so that I 

can gauge how awkward you’re feeling right now, can I just get you to show me with your 

hands, okay, with those fingers, that’s all you’re going to have to do, how awkward you’re 

feeling … 

 

HASSALL: It’s a sunny Monday morning in May at Bolton School 

in Greater Manchester, where the sixth formers are getting a lesson in pornography. 

 

IAN: So, you know that porn is pretty easy to get hold of if 

you want to.  In fact, one website in 2019, how many hits do you think one website had in 

twelve months?  Yes? 

 

BOY: A billion.  

 

IAN: A billion.  Okay, we’ve got a billion, so let’s see who 

thinks it’s higher than a billion?  Anyone thinking it’s higher? 

 

BOY 2: I’m going to say about three billion. 

 

IAN: Three billion, okay, let’s see.  So, in that year, in 2019, 

it was 44 billion.  44 billion, which works out around 115 million a day.  
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HASSALL: Bolton is an independent school, able to manage its 

own budget to bring in external agencies to teach the life lessons the school feels are a 

priority.  They know they can’t stop their students accessing porn, but they hope they’ll 

educate them so that what they see on their screens doesn’t filter into their lives. 

 How accessible is pornography in your lives? 

 

BOY: It’s 100% accessible from almost immediately when a 

young person gets a smartphone. 

 

HASSALL: And at what age do you all think your first access to 

porn was? 

 

BOY: The school I used to go to there were children from 

about the age of 8 or 9 who I knew who had experienced pornography. 

 

BOY: I remember in year 6 - so that’s about the age of 10 or 

11 - there was one boy in particular who went around and he had a porn video on his phone. 

 

BRANDON: I think children are certainly getting access to porn 

younger, certainly younger than many of their parents might know about.  I think it’s starting 

in some environments, it may start in primary school, certainly I think in secondary school, I 

think most young people will have encountered it. 

 

HASSALL: Helen Brandon is the deputy head teacher at Bolton. 

And do you think that’s having an effect on their behaviour, in their relationships? 

 

BRANDON: Absolutely.  The impact of pornography on young 

people is just incredibly damaging.  It gives them unrealistic expectations of how they should 

behave with one another. 

 

MUSIC 
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HASSALL: Most schools though don’t have the budget to bring in 

specialists, but last year the UK Government overhauled sex education classes for the first 

time in twenty years.  Relationships and Sex Education - or RSE - starts in reception class, 

when children are four years old.  It will eventually become compulsory in all schools in 

England and Wales.  Andrew Fellows from the NSPCC: 

 

FELLOWS: And we think that that’s positive, so coercive control, 

sexual consent, healthy relationships, online safety, pornography, that’s all in there.  But what 

schools haven’t been given is the guidance and the support to cover that and to deliver that in 

a way that works for their students.  We did a survey back in 2019, so before the curriculum 

was brought in, with teachers and there was a lot of support for bringing the curriculum in, 

but 47% lacked confidence in teaching the new RSE lessons, and they were really clear that 

they needed support, guidance and training to be able to do it in a confident and evidence-

based way, and that’s where we think the gap is. 

 

ACTUALITY AT SCHOOL 

 

TEACHER: I’ve got a question here.  There’s a word ‘consent’.  

Does anyone know what the word ‘consent’ means?   

 

CHILD: Permission to do something? 

 

TEACHER: Permission to do something.  Okay. 

 

HASSALL: I’m just sat at the back of this year 6 class, listening 

and observing.  There are about 26 kids in the class all aged 10 to 11 and they’re sat in pairs, 

facing the front.  Many of the kids are putting their hands up and they’re really immersing 

themselves in this role play. 

  

COOPER: It’s about starting to talk about the relationships we 

have and also the key thing is about making sure that children are aware of how to keep 

themselves safe, and being aware that they have a voice and that their voice absolutely 

matters. 
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HASSALL: Flora Cooper is the Head of Crowmarsh Primary 

School in Oxfordshire, where her staff are just starting to teach the new RSE lessons. 

And what about training for this new curriculum?  Have you had any training for this new 

RSE?  Are your teachers equipped to be able to hit the ground running and start teaching it? 

 

COOPER: In terms of external training, we’ve not had any 

external training.  We actually haven’t seen much being offered in terms of training.  

 

HASSALL: How are your teachers feeling about it? 

 

COOPER: I think there’s a lot of anxiety, especially in the older 

years, and as we have two male teachers, I think they do feel quite in a vulnerable situation 

having to teach the content that’s required, and it is absolutely in the training, and that’s what 

is essential, which we don’t have.  And until the teachers are confident with the delivery of 

the content, then I don’t think any of them will be confident and fully teaching the children 

the full curriculum.  It feels as though we are on our own, but that as a school we know we 

will make it work. 

 

MUSIC 

  

HASSALL: And that’s not all.  File on 4 has learned that not only 

do teachers feel poorly equipped to deliver these new lessons, but many, many more are 

concerned about how to handle incidents of peer-on-peer sexual abuse and harassment.  More 

than half of the fifteen hundred teachers we heard from during the making of this programme 

said they didn’t think adequate procedures were in place in their schools to deal with sexual 

abuse, and two-thirds said they’d had no training in how to deal with it within the last four 

years.  I put that to Children’s Minister Vicky Ford.  

Teachers we’ve spoken to have told us that they’ve not been trained on how to teach this, and 

many teachers have told us they’ve had no training on how to deal with peer-on-peer sexual 

abuse in schools. 

 

FORD: So, actually it is being rolled out.  It isn’t compulsory - 

because of the pandemic, we didn’t make it compulsory last September, which was the initial 

plan, but it is being rolled out and it will become compulsory, and it does cover things such as 
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FORD cont: sexual consent, what sexual exploitation is, grooming, 

coercion, rape.  And we’ve been also giving advice and training on that.  But again, it will be 

one of the things that Ofsted will be looking at in this review is, are schools getting enough 

training and support of that?  Do they need, for example, third parties to come in and train 

parts and elements of that curriculum?  And that’s why we’ve asked that to be looked at now.

  

HASSALL: Details of Ofsted’s inquiry will be published later this 

month.  Yet in 2016, the Women and Equalities Committee published a ground-breaking 

report into sexual abuse in schools, which demanded changes then.  It revealed that sexual 

abuse of girls was accepted as part of daily life.  Children of primary school age were being 

exposed to hard-core pornography and teachers accepted sexual harassment as being just 

banter.  Minister for Children, Vicky Ford again. 

 

FORD: Since that report came out, a number of actions were 

taken.  Firstly, making sure that schools were given very clear guidance.  We have guidance 

on keeping children safe in education.  We introduced new guidance on responding to reports 

of child-on-child sexual violence and sexual harassment.  But then, of course, we’ve seen 

these enormously worrying and very shocking allegations that have come through the 

Everyone’s Invited site, and as soon as we became aware of that, we took two further actions, 

one of which was setting up a hotline through the NSPCC, so that victims could have a safe 

place to call for advice.  And the second action we took very quickly was asking Ofsted to go 

in and look at the safeguarding measures in schools and colleges, assess whether extra 

support’s needed and what support there is there for teaching.  

 

HASSALL: MP Maria Miller, who chaired the Women and 

Equalities Commission when that shocking report was published 5 years ago, worries nothing 

has changed.   

 

MILLER: The culture of schools clearly hasn’t changed enough 

and I think we need to ask very serious questions of Ofsted as to whether they have been 

doing enough to pick up on these issues as a result of the new requirement that they have to 

look into sexual harassment in more detail.  And, if they have been picking this up, then why 

haven’t they been highlighting it to the Government?  It seems to me that the very good 
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MILLER cont: intentions following the Select Committee report and 

the very immediate action from the Government may not have led to much follow up from 

Ofsted. 

 

MUSIC 

 

HASSALL: Of course, peer-on-peer abuse doesn’t just happen in 

school, so teachers aren’t always able to pick up on incidents, and it can take years for 

victims to process what’s happened to them.  May - not her real name - is now 27.  She was 

attacked when she was a teenager when she was staying at a friend’s house. 

 

MAY: I’ve had various kind of murky experiences that I think 

are probably not okay.  When I left school and I was still a teenager and someone I knew, he, 

for all intents and purposes, raped me because I didn’t tell him he could have sex with me and 

he did it anyway.  I remember telling my friend and she laughed, and so I immediately was 

made to feel as though I was being, I was the bad person for suggesting that this person had 

done something to me against my will.  But I mean, there’s no world in which what he did to 

me was okay.  It was, it was terrible.  It’s so interesting.  I’ve just not been, I’ve not been 

upset about it in about, uh, ten years, so it’s very strange to be thinking about it, which is of 

course why one doesn’t think about it or talk about it.  

 

HASSALL: Are you okay? 

 

MAY: Yeah. 

 

HASSALL: What happened to you as a child is obviously still 

upsetting you now.  Do you think it’s affected your life and is still affecting your life?  

 

MAY: I’m going to be twenty-eight, it’s probably taken this 

long.  It’s probably taken me ten years since leaving school and being a grown up to feel as 

though I am more important than what other people think of me.  How I feel is more 

important. 
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HASSALL: May, and thousands more like her, are being 

encouraged to come forward, however long ago they were attacked.  Chief Constable Simon 

Bailey of the National Police Chiefs Council.  

 

BAILEY: There will be undoubtedly people that have left 

university that were subject of serious sexual assaults that are now working, potentially 

married.  They’ll be potentially listening to this.  If that’s happened to you, please come 

forward and report what’s happened and we will do our best to investigate.  We will work 

with you, dependent upon what you would want the best outcome to be.  It doesn’t have to 

result in a criminal investigation.  And we make sure that their abuser isn’t able to then carry 

on abusing or is able to abuse again. 

 

MUSIC 

 

HASSALL: For many victims though, it’s too late.  Julie says she 

just wanted to be heard after her daughter was abused, to prevent the same thing happening to 

other children.  But she says she was abandoned by the very people she went to for help - and 

that, as much as anything else, is what continues to hurt. 

  

JULIE [SPOKEN BY ACTOR]: There’s also those feelings of guilt as well, that my job 

was to keep us safe, and I didn’t.  A couple of months after this had all happened, I asked her 

what she would do differently next time, and what I was hoping she would say is that she 

would tell me straightaway.  What she said to me was that next time, if it happened again, she 

wouldn’t tell me at all, because it wasn’t the rape that had ruined her life.  It was telling me 

that had ruined her life. 

 

  

 


