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EXTRACT FROM INTERVIEW RECORDING - MUSIC 

 

HOSSAM: My name is Karim Hossam and my date of birth is  

8
th

 April 1994.  I agree that anything said by me in this interview will be based on facts and 

matters that are within my knowledge and are true.  I acknowledge and accept that a record of 

this interview can be used as evidence.  

 

CONNOLLY: In the world of professional tennis, Karim Hossam was 

once seen as a rising star, especially in his native Egypt.  In the recording you’ve just heard, 

however, he’s being grilled by investigators who believe he’s involved in fixing tennis 

matches.  And, in this programme, I’ll lay bare private, word-for-word messages exchanged 

between some of these players, detailing how they planned to cheat and contrive the score of 

competitive matches. 

 

PING OF TEXT MESSAGE 

 

HOSSAM: Bro. You lose the first set then win the match.  You get 

2500.  

  



- 2 - 

FELLOW PLAYER: [PING]  Okay.  Hopefully it’s okay because I need the 

money. 

 

HOSSAM: [PING]  God willing. We all need the money, my 

friend. 

 

LORD: If you can bet on it, you can fix it, and so international 

organised crime have a giant appetite across all sports, but particularly easy sports that they 

can fix, so things such as tennis. 

  

INGS: Players do say they’ve been threatened, that their 

families have been threatened.  This is an area of mafia-like criminality. 

  

CONNOLLY: And I’ll ask if tennis, as a sport, can recover from 

what’s been described as a tsunami of match-fixing scandals. 

 

BARANCA: One time, how many tennis players they were involved 

within this?  Maybe ten.  And now how many tennis players, they are involved within this?  I 

think more than 100, more than 200.  This is the spreading of the virus of match-fixing. 

 

MUSIC 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Chapter 1: The Tour 

 

ACTUALITY OF TENNIS MATCH AT BATH UNIVERSITY 

 

CONNOLLY: I’m here at the tennis centre in Bath University to 

watch some of Britain’s rising tennis stars in action today and also to speak with some of 

them about the realities of life on the ITF tour.   

The International Tennis Federation estimates there are 14,000 players trying to make a living 

from the sport, half of whom don’t make any money at all.  The vast majority compete on the 

ITF World Tennis Tour.   The lowest rung of the professional game, it’s a far cry from ATP 

tournaments, where elite players battle it out for bumper pay cheques.  At this level, there are  
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CONNOLLY cont: no pay-per-view TV deals.  Matches are played at 

leisure centres and bog-standard tennis clubs, not stadiums.  And it’s rare to find more than a 

smattering of spectators.  British tennis pro, Andrew Watson, plies his trade on the ITF Tour 

and has agreed to tell me what it’s like. 

 

WATSON: Andrew Watson.  I think I’m 650-ish ATP, maybe 

around the one or two hundred mark on the ITF.  I think I’m top 30 in GB.  Day-to-day 

routine is pretty tough.  You’re waking up early, you’re always looking for the cheapest way 

to get to the tennis club - if there’s no shuttles, you’re splitting Ubers with a bunch of guys. 

The hotel laundries are always pretty expensive, so we’ll always have to walk down the street 

to a launderette, wash our clothes - unless you want to hand wash your stuff in your bathtub 

or something, that’s different.  

 

CONNOLLY: Do you ever do it? 

 

WATSON: Have done yeah, for sure.  You have to sometimes.  

It’s very rare you ever make money.  You have to essentially probably make at least the semi-

finals every week to make money.  

 

ACTUALITY OF TENNIS MATCH 

 

PENISTON: My name’s Ryan Peniston, 660 ATP singles and I’m 

15 in Great Britain. 

 

CONNOLLY: A newcomer to the ITF Tour, he too is finding it tough. 

  

PENISTON: I have a dream to play Wimbledon and I just want to 

keep playing so that I can try and fulfil that dream, but sometimes it gets so tough.  I know a 

lot of talented players in England that have given up because of the money side, and they 

have gone into coaching because they’re earning money, or other jobs, and it’s, yeah, it’s 

quite sad to see. 

 

CONNOLLY: For Andrew and Ryan, the ITF Tour offers a vital step 

on the path to a career in professional tennis.  And these two, like most players, are playing 
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CONNOLLY cont: fair, playing by the rules and are determined to make 

an honest living despite the lack of financial reward for many at their level.  But for some, 

there are quicker ways to profit from the game.  

 

MUSIC 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Chapter 2: The Player 

 

CONNOLLY: By the age of 16, Karim Hossam was counted among 

the sport’s top junior players, peaking at 11 in the global rankings.  Home schooled by his 

parents, they encouraged him to focus on tennis and supported his trips back and forth to 

training camps in the US.  In 2012, he made the step from junior level up to the ITF Tour.  

At first, he was on the up and up.  He won four tournaments inside his first two years and 

reached a career high of 337th in the world.  Sherif Sabry, a former tennis pro and a fellow 

Egyptian, remembers spending time on tour with Karim in those early days.  

 

SABRY: Honestly, he was one of the best players coming up in 

Egypt.  He was going really strong and then somewhere he just stopped and then he, he didn’t 

practice as much. He had some injuries and I think maybe some family problems, I don’t 

know.  He told me and then I just, I’m not interested in anything anymore, I don’t feel joy to 

play.  I don’t have this joy to play, but I told him it’s a shame because he was one of the best. 

Sometimes it’s just tough and personalities, when you have a lot of problems, sometimes 

things change. 

 

MUSIC 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Chapter 3: The Approach. 

 

EXTRACT FROM RECORDED INTERVIEW 

 

HOSSAM: The guy just approached me twice, He offered me one 

time for one semi-final, that’s when I was playing pretty good, that was like two years ago or 

something, yeah, it was a semi-finals, he offered me to lose the match for $3,000.  He came 

to my room and he offered me $3,000 and I said no and I won the match. 
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CONNOLLY: That’s Karim Hossam recalling his early experiences 

with match-fixers.  Twice he claims to have refused offers worth thousands of pounds.  But 

eventually, he cracked.  The interview recordings you’ve heard were made in a Tunisian hotel 

room.  Investigators with the Tennis Integrity Unit, the organisation charged with ridding pro 

tennis of match-fixing, had called him in for on-the-record questioning.  They suspected 

Hossam and, over a series of interviews lasting six hours, he recounted how and why he 

became involved in of one of tennis’ biggest ever match-fixing rings.  In the immediate 

aftermath of those interviews, Karim messaged his brother, Youssef, on social media.  

Youssef also plays tennis professionally and is currently Egypt’s number 2.  These are the 

messages they sent to each other.  We’ve had actors say their words. 

 

PING OF TEXT MESSAGE 

 

YOUSSEF HOSSAM:  What happened?  

 

KARIM HOSSAM:  [PING] They caught me in the room, my bro.  Chill.  

They investigated me and took my mobile and I was stupid and I didn’t delete some things. 

  

CONNOLLY: Karim was first suspended, then banned from 

professional tennis and fined $15,000.  Ordinarily, whilst punishments such as bans and 

suspensions are publicised, the TIU place the details, the fine print of these allegations and 

subsequent bans under lock and key.  And Hossam’s case is no different.  File on 4 has come 

by this information courtesy of a confidential source, and so we can reveal the inner 

workings, the mechanics of match-fixing in modern, professional tennis. 

 

MUSIC 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Chapter 4: The Fix. 

 

CONNOLLY: The definition of match-fixing is set in stone and reads 

as follows: ‘The action or practice of dishonestly determining the outcome of a match before 

it is played.’  But, these days, it’s no longer a case of betting solely on who wins and who 

loses.  
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BARANCA: There are around 100 kind of specialities of tennis - 

100, 100 I’m talking 100; not ten - 100. 

 

CONNOLLY: That’s that the voice of Francesco Baranca.  He’s 

General Secretary at Federbet, a non-profit federation which specialises in the detection and 

prevention of illegal practices in sports betting.   

 

BARANCA: Oh, there is plenty of possibility to bet on tennis.  Now 

it’s possible to bet on who is the tennis player that is going to win the fourth point on the 

second game of the second set, or who will be the tennis player who will start to serve?  Will 

there be a tiebreak in the game? It’s unlimited possibility to bet on tennis. 

  

CONNOLLY: So now, rather than just betting on whether somebody 

will win or lose the match, there are an infinite number almost of variations, of permutations 

within a game that people can gamble on?  Lots and lots? 

 

BARANCA: Lots and lots, and this is a problem because of match-

fixing. 

 

CONNOLLY: What’s more, the provision of live data, streamed right 

from the umpire’s chair to laptops and mobile phones across the globe, has led to a sharp 

increase in the number of bets placed on matches at ITF level.  David Lampitt, Managing 

Director of Group Operations at SportRadar, the company who provide that data, explains 

how it all works. 

 

LAMPITT: So all ITF umpires have a tablet; they are inputting the 

score during the live match, and that score is then powering a whole load of systems in the 

back end.  It’s powering their website, so that people who are interested in tennis can see 

what’s going on live in the match, it’s powering data that we then supply to the betting 

market. 

 

CONNOLLY: So it’s literally the umpire inputting the data live as it 

happens? 
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LAMPITT: Absolutely.  It enables them to keep score in the game, 

but it also then provides that data to be distributed around the world. 

 

CONNOLLY: With unlimited possibilities come unlimited 

opportunities to fix matches and to cash in by illegal means - an attractive prospect for some 

professional players who are struggling to make a living on the ITF Tour.  Richard Ings, 

formerly of the Association of Tennis Professionals, or ATP, thinks it’s a risky business.  

 

INGS: I think that every level of tennis is at risk, but I think 

the greater risk is at the lower levels of tennis - very tiny tournaments and very obscure parts 

of the world with largely unranked players, maybe earning a few hundred dollars for winning 

the entire tournament and, most importantly, where the on-site security is basically non-

existent.  There’s the opportunity and the motive to be involved in trading a set and making a 

few thousand dollars.  It allows a fruitful environment for corrupt elements to enter the game. 

 

CONNOLLY: In his interviews with the Tennis Integrity Unit, 

Hossam cited financial difficulties as the chief reason why he became involved in match-

fixing in the first place.  His father, who had funded him for many years could, Karim 

claimed, no longer offer support.  So, when for the third time Karim was tapped up by a fixer, 

he decided to take the risk – and the money.  

 

EXTRACT FROM RECORDED INTERVIEW 

 

HOSSAM: He was the one approaching me when I did my first 

doubles match in my career and yes, he offered me to lose the second set and get $800.  He 

just came to me directly and he was like, do you want to lose doubles and get $800? 

 

CONNOLLY: In his own words – ‘I just want to try it, because I 

never tried it.’  

 

MUSIC 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Chapter 5: The Fixers. 
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CONNOLLY: File on 4 has obtained access to official documentation 

drafted by the Tennis Integrity Unit, which outlines the offences Karim Hossam is alleged to 

have committed and the people with whom he is said to have conspired.  Based on that 

evidence, we believe the fixer who allegedly approached Karim is a professional tennis 

player from Eastern Europe.  We can’t name him for legal reasons.   

 

MUSIC 

 

CONNOLLY: Between 2013 and 2014, this man is alleged to have 

made four separate approaches to Karim Hossam, two of which resulted in the final score of a 

tournament match being rigged. In total, we understand Karim received $1,800 from him.  

And, to this day, this fixer still competes on the ITF World Tennis Tour.  I spoke to a tennis 

insider with in-depth knowledge of how he operates and what dealings he has had with 

Hossam.  To protect his identity, an actor will say his words.   

 

SOURCE: They first met in Sharm El Sheikh, I think in 2013.  A 

lot of players knew he was a fixer, but he never got reported.  He made a general offer to 

Hossam back then that if he needed to fix any match, he could come to him. 

 

CONNOLLY: Based on the contents of that very same document, we 

have learned of a second fixer – an ex professional tennis player from Eastern Europe.  

According to the allegations we have seen, we understand he approached Karim at least 

seven times to fix, or assist in the fixing of tennis matches.  Their illicit dealings are said to 

have spanned a three-year period between 2014 and 2017.  In total, we understand Karim 

accepted $4,800 in payments from this man.  

  

SOURCE: All the communication that happened between them 

was through some secure apps.  Hossam usually discussed with him any opportunity for a fix 

directly.  He would approach him or get approached before a certain match with an offer. 

 

MUSIC 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Chapter 6: The Player Turns Fixer. 
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CONNOLLY: Over the four years Karim Hossam’s match-fixing 

went unchecked, he built up a network of co-conspirators.  That network consisted of other 

players and of gamblers.  Evidence we have seen in documents and social media messages 

implicate more than 20 current and former players in either working with Hossam to fix 

matches or failing to tell the authorities when they’ve been approached - a punishable offence 

under the Tennis Anti-Corruption Programme.  Some of those players are still competing in 

tournaments.  The majority of these players hail from African nations like Egypt, Morocco 

and Algeria.  Others are closer to home – Greece, the Czech Republic and one from the UK.  

For legal reasons, that former UK player can’t be named but, in his interview with TIU 

investigators, Karim accuses this man of placing bets of up to $20,000 on matches he knew to 

be rigged.  

 

EXTRACT FROM RECORDED INTERVIEW 

 

HOSSAM: Yeah, I’m pretty sure this guy is really responsible for 

big bettings, really big bettings, like not even $700 and small amounts we’re talking about, 

he’s really responsible for like $20,000 and more and more you know.  I am pretty sure 100% 

he is doing.  

 

CONNOLLY: I contacted the man in question to ask for his reaction 

to the claims.  He admitted to gambling large sums on sporting events, but insisted that at no 

time was he involved in match-fixing or illegal gambling of any kind.   

 

MUSIC 

 

CONNOLLY: One player can, however, be named - Konstantinos 

Mikos.  A Greek national, he played professional tennis on the ITF Tour before receiving a 

lifetime ban for match-fixing in 2017.  As a result, he was banned from all professional tennis 

with immediate effect. Based on the contents of an official charge notice sent to Karim 

Hossam, we understand that, on at least two occasions in 2015, Mikos attempted to conspire 

with Karim to fix matches at ITF Futures tournaments in Egypt.  Two years later, just months 

after he was banned for life from the sport, Mikos was still trying to fix matches.  This time, 

the pair communicated via messages on social media – messages we have seen.  It seems 
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CONNOLLY cont:  Hossam was brokering the fix with Mikos on another, 

unnamed player’s behalf.  We’ve hired actors to say their words.  

 

PING OF TEXT MESSAGE 

 

MIKOS:  His match is in and it is possible. 

 

HOSSAM: [PING] Nice. 

 

MIKOS:  [PING] We can do match 6,000 or set 4,000, whatever 

he wants. 

 

HOSSAM: [PING]  Yes, we do set.  When is confirm? 

 

MIKOS: [PING]  Set 1, he lose it.  Confirm after one game. 

 

CONNOLLY: We can’t reveal the specific match to which they are 

referring, but the intention is clear.  We contacted Konstantinos Mikos for comment, but he 

has yet to respond.  That secret, clandestine exchange over social media offers a rare glimpse 

into the otherwise hidden world of the match-fixer.  And further documents we have seen 

feature many others just like it.  Here, Karim Hossam is on social media with a player from 

Algeria.  The pair are planning a fix – and Karim is dictating the terms of the agreement.   

 

MUSIC 

 

PING OF TEXT MESSAGE 

 

HOSSAM: Bro.  Can you tell him to lose second set 6 love?  I sent 

him the confirmation, but he doesn’t understand and asked me.  So tell him to lose 6 love.  I 

will give you $100 in return. 

 

ALGERIAN PLAYER:  [PING]  Okay, told him.  He will lose 6 to zero second 

set. 

  



- 11 - 

CONNOLLY: That day, the player they allegedly paid off lost 6-1, 6-

0.  The player involved in the illicit back-and-forth, however, appears to have played on the 

ITF Tour until very recently.  We contacted the TIU in relation to the number of players 

implicated in the match-fixing ring we’ve uncovered, and we asked why a number of them 

are still playing.  They replied by saying they can’t comment on ongoing investigations 

because public disclosure would alert suspects and could risk evidence being destroyed.  

Plus confidentiality is needed to protect the identity of accused players who are regarded as 

innocent until proven guilty.  They pointed out that since 2016 they have successfully 

prosecuted 44 individuals for corruption offences and issued 16 lifetime bans.  They added 

that they and the governing bodies of tennis are strongly committed to enforcing suspensions 

and take all practical measures to exclude any banned person from having access to their 

tournaments.  

 

MUSIC 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Chapter 7: The Organised Crime Connection. 

 

CONNOLLY: Karim’s involvement in match-fixing had deepened. 

And, as time wore on, his network extended beyond current and former professional tennis 

players to more sinister figures from outside the game.  

 

PING OF FACEBOOK MESSAGE 

 

HOSSAM: Bro.  You lose the first set then win the match.  You 

get 2500.  

 

FELLOW PLAYER: [PING]  Okay.  Hopefully it’s okay because I need the 

money. 

 

HOSSAM: [PING]  God willing. We all need the money, my 

friend.  You have to win, because if you lose second set all of us are fucked.  

 

CONNOLLY: That is a further secret exchange between Karim and a 

fellow player over social media, in which the pair conspire to fix a match.  Based on 
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CONNOLLY cont: Hossam’s official charge notice, File on 4 understands 

he become involved with known betters and/or corruptors based in Armenia.  A forensic 

analysis of Hossam’s phone, conducted by TIU investigators, revealed numerous images of 

paperwork relating to MoneyGram transfers to individuals in Egypt from individuals in 

Armenia.  The links between match-fixing and Armenian criminal gangs have surfaced 

publicly in recent years.  In July of 2018 in Belgium, five Armenians were charged with 

corruption, money laundering and other crimes as part of an international investigation into 

match-fixing in tennis.  

 

EXTRACT FROM BBC NEWS 

 

NEWSREADER: …. because law enforcement officials in Spain have 

arrested 15 people in an investigation into tennis match fixing.  They’ve put out this press 

release.  They say 83 people … 

 

CONNOLLY: Those arrests were made in January of this year by 

Spain’s Civil Guard during a series of raids.  28 tennis players from the ITF Futures and 

Challenger Tours were implicated following the investigation and the criminal gang pulling 

the strings was Armenian in origin.  Europol played a big part in both the Spanish and 

Belgian operations.  So I contacted Pedro Felicio, Head of their Economic and Property 

Crime Unit, to dig a little deeper.   

 

FELICIO: We see that these are the result of a major Armenian 

organised crime group that we have identified within Europe.  We are talking about the poly 

criminal organised crime group that commits crimes in several different areas, so it’s not only 

sports corruption, although sports corruption appears to be one of the main activities that 

they’re involved in, because of course of the huge profits that it’s capable of generating.  The 

biggest market that’s being actually abused by criminal organisations is still football, 

although we would consider that tennis is probably now on number two within this list. 

 

CONNOLLY: Pedro Felicio also briefed me on how low-ranking 

gang members are sometimes sent to supervise tennis matches in which one or more players 

are on the payroll.  If, for some reason, those players don’t go through with the fix as agreed, 

there can be severe consequences.  
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FELICIO: In this case this was detected, so this is once again to 

show you the power and the sometimes hidden violence that exists in these groups, so this is 

of course to make sure that even though they were paid off, that they will not have second 

chances, that they will not second guess. 

  

CONNOLLY: At ITF level, players involved in match-fixing can, as 

we’ve heard, be paid significant sums of money.  But, as Francesco Baranca of FederBet 

explains, those figures pale in comparison to what organised criminal operations can make. 

  

BARANCA: There is a big, big, big, big difference between the 

money that they receive, the players, and the money that the organisation can make, because 

the tennis player, they can pay him according to some information they can paying, when 

they pay a lot - 500, 1,000 Euro.  And what they can make with betting, it’s totally different 

because easily with a game they can make 50,000 or 100,000 Euro, because you need to 

consider how many bookmakers there are in the world and how it’s easy to place bets in all 

around the world.  We have the investigation here in Spain about this Armenian mafia, and 

these Armenian mafia, they were stealing identity to have the possibility to open different 

accounts.  And when you start to bet like just 50 Euro or 100 Euro in, I don’t know, two 

thousand different accounts, you can understand how much money you can make. 

 

CONNOLLY: With such vast sums of money at stake, criminal outfits 

who specialise in rigging then gambling on tennis matches continually evolve and update 

their methods.  The goal – to avoid detection by staying one step ahead of the authorities, 

even in terms of the tech they develop and then deploy.  Fred Lord, Director of Anti-

Corruption at the International Centre for Sport Security, explains. 

  

LORD: The organised crime syndicates become smarter - 

they’re deploying their own algorithms to counter the algorithms of the betting companies, so 

therefore they know they have to keep their betting flows under a specific amount to ensure 

they don’t raise a flag during that period of time, so …  And that can be done by having 

multiple people place small bets at the same time in almost like a factory-like environment. 

We’ve got our betting partners who are saying it’s becoming harder and harder to detect this 

type of activity.  
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CONNOLLY: Can you tell me then, from top to bottom, how the 

scaffold of command, let’s say, will work within one of those criminal operations that have 

an interest in match-fixing? 

 

LORD: This process will have basically runners on the ground 

who will be facilitating the day to day activities of the actual fix itself, making sure things are 

in place, players are where they need to be.  But also, the next phase up is the people involved 

in the match-fixing side may be in the country, may not be in the country.  The runners will 

need to provide information to these individuals to make sure there’s been no police 

involvement, no inquiries.  The TIU might be on the ground asking questions.  All this will 

filter back through the tennis network of people involved, up to then the financiers 

themselves. They’re quite prepared and  a well-oiled machine. 

 

MUSIC 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Chapter 8: The Solution.   

 

CONNOLLY: There is no question that match-fixing is a serious, 

systemic issue within professional tennis and affects all levels of the game.  When suspicious 

betting patterns are detected, a match alert is triggered.  In 2018, nearly 400 alerts occurred – 

with 35 of them at Grand Slam and ATP Tour level.  What, then, is the solution to match-

fixing?  And is there something more the various tennis authorities can do to stamp it out?   

In December of 2018, a final report into corruption in tennis was published by an 

Independent Review Panel, as appointed by the governing bodies of professional tennis.  

The report came in response to a joint File on 4 and Buzzfeed investigation in 2016, which 

uncovered suspected illegal betting on professional tennis matches.  Almost three years in the 

writing, it makes a number of key recommendations, some of which are seen as controversial.   

Adam Lewis, a QC at Blackstone Chambers in London, led the three-person review panel. 

  

LEWIS: The problem was at all levels, but it was most acute 

and pervasive at the mid-levels, the ATP challenges, and at the lowest level, which was the 

ITF.  The reasons for it were essentially that only 250 women players and only 350 men 

players can actually make money at the sport, can make a good living at the sport.  So below 
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LEWIS cont: that level, the next group of players are facing costs 

that exceed the actual return from the sport. 

   

CONNOLLY: On the ITF World Tennis Tour, the tournament prize 

pots amount to either $15,000 or $25,000.  And one of the key recommendations to emerge 

from the report is a total blackout on live data for those competitions with a prize fund of 15 

grand. 

 

LEWIS: What we found is that the problem at the level of the 

the 15s was particularly acute, because the circumstances of players at that level made it more 

likely that they would breach integrity.  If you have 12,500 players playing many tens of 

thousands of matches, you are not going to have sufficient intelligence and sufficient 

opportunity to deal with all of the possible players who might be tempted to act corruptly or 

might be corrupted.  By removing the official data, we seek to remove the opportunity of 

people who either wish to corrupt players or a player who wishes to self-fund corrupt betting. 

If there’s no betting market in relation to your match, then you can’t effectively match-fix.  

 

CONNOLLY: We made contact with the ITF to ask if they agree that 

low financial rewards on tour fuel corruption, and if they believe the removal of live data is 

the best option.  They told us: 

  

READER IN STUDIO: We are very conscious of the need to improve 

conditions for players, particularly as they start out in professional tennis.  Prize money 

increases alone would not materially benefit players due to the volume of players competing, 

but prize money across the ITF tournaments has risen from around  $16 million in 2016 to 

around $23.5 million in 2018 (a 45% uplift) and so we and our member nations are making 

inroads into improving the financial sustainability of players. 

  

ACTUALITY IN OFFICE 

 

LAMPITT: So this is, I guess, the main part of our London 

operation from an integrity perspective, so we have over 80 integrity analysts around the 

world.  The biggest part of that team is based here in London.  And so these guys are 

specialists, betting specialists, integrity specialists … 
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CONNOLLY: That’s David Lampitt - Managing Director of Group 

Operations at SportRadar, the company who provide live data to the ITF World Tennis Tour. 

I’ve travelled to their London offices to meet him.  Not surprisingly, he disagrees that 

removing access to match information is the way to stamp out corruption. 

  

LAMPITT: The best way of addressing the integrity risks in tennis 

is by targeting the matches in the parts of tennis and the players in tennis that are the most at 

risk.  So rather than just saying, below this arbitrary line, baby and bathwater approach, 

nothing is going to be bet on, we say actually, in a very targeted way, we’re going to go after 

the most risky matches, and our estimate was that that would likely give rise to removing 

approximately 10% of the volume of betting on tennis at that level.  So what is left is far 

more likely to be the clean part of the sport.  

 

CONNOLLY: There will be people, of course, listening to this, 

indeed reacting to your response that will say you’re interpreting the data and the information 

through the prism of self-interest, because if there is a blanket removal of live data for the 

lower tiers of tennis, then SportRadar will lose money.  To the people who see it like that, 

what would you say? 

 

LAMPITT: I would say it’s an entirely understandable reaction and 

actually if that is the reaction, then simply don’t take my word for it.  It isn’t just us standing 

in splendid isolation – it’s supported by independent analysis and research. 

 

CONNOLLY: We also went directly to the ITF to ask what they make 

of the report’s findings and what plans they have to tackle match-fixing.  They told us: 

  

READER IN STUDIO: One fixed match is too many. We agree in principle 

with the recommendations in the final IRP report.  To contextualise, for all lower-level 

matches between 2013 and 2017, only one out of every five hundred matches generated a 

betting-related alert, and many of those had a legitimate explanation that was unconnected to 

corruption. 

 

CONNOLLY: They added: 
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READER IN STUDIO: We are already taking steps to enhance integrity 

protection such as the implementation of targeted removal of certain players’ matches from 

betting markets.  We are committed to protecting the integrity of tennis and putting in place 

the necessary measures to do that.  There is a significant amount of work to do. 

 

MUSIC 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Chapter 9: What Now for Karim Hossam? 

 

CONNOLLY: Despite his involvement in corruption, Karim Hossam 

remains a free man.  And, based on further transcripts of conversations he had with TIU 

investigators, he had hoped for the punishment handed down to be less severe.  Sherif Sabry, 

a former tennis pro and friend of Karim’s does, however, see the young Egyptian in a very 

different light.   

Have you spoken since he’s been banned from tennis for life? 

 

SABRY: We’ve spoken once.  He told me he was very upset 

because now like it’s like all over the world and everything. 

 

CONNOLLY: Yes.  Did he say, look, I made a mistake here, I 

shouldn’t have done this, I did do some of this? 

 

SABRY: Yeah, he told me that some stuff, yeah, he said that he 

did and he was not really proud of, but I don’t think he would do it again, like what he told 

me like, I don’t think I would do it again if I had the chance.  But it’s a shame, you know.   

 

CONNOLLY: As mentioned earlier, Hossam was provisionally 

banned from professional tennis in June of 2017 and just days after being interviewed by the 

TIU, he messaged a fellow player to say the following: 

 

PING OF MESSAGE 

 

HOSSAM: I got caught by the integrity by the way.  I am going to 

bet even more now. 



- 18 - 

CONNOLLY: And it seems he kept his promise.  In July of 2018, 

Hossam was banned for life from the game.  But the confidential files we have seen suggest 

he continued to try and corrupt the sport.  What you’re about to hear is an exchange of 

messages, carried out over social media, between Hossam and a professional tennis player 

with whom he’s alleged to have fixed matches in the past.  These messages were sent at the 

beginning of August - more than a month after Hossam received his ban.  

 

MUSIC 

 

PING OF FACEBOOK MESSAGE 

 

HOSSAM: Confirm me fast please for 6-1.  And tell him if he 

speaks to anyone the guy will know and he will not pay.   

 

PLAYER:  [PING] Okay, 2 minutes.  6/1 3,500.  Can it not be 

higher? 

 

HOSSAM: [PING] I will try with him but he told me 3,000 at first. 

  

PLAYER: [PING]  Is it okay my bro Karim?  

 

HOSSAM: [PING]  Yes, Bro.  Confirm.  Making sure man, I’m 

scared. 

  

CONNOLLY: But it didn’t work.  Eventually, the fix fails.  

 

PLAYER: [PING]  Problems my friends, I swear. 

 

HOSSAM: [PING]  Same here, man.  Maybe he spoke before us to 

a friend or someone.  But we cannot bet, bro. 

 

PLAYER: [PING] I talked to him 10 minutes after.  He gets 

afraid. 
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HOSSAM: [PING]  My friend, we need men, not babies. 

 

CONNOLLY: We asked the Tennis Integrity Unit if, in light of this 

new information, they’ll be contacting Karim Hossam for comment.  They said:   

 

READER IN STUDIO: The governing bodies of tennis are strongly committed 

to enforcing suspensions and bans and take all practical measures to exclude any banned 

person from access to their tournaments.  

 

MUSIC 

 

CONNOLLY: Karim Hossam refused to be interviewed for this 

programme and did not respond when we notified him of the allegations and the issues that 

would be raised.  Now his is a cautionary tale and, ultimately, it’s key decisions made along 

the way that decided Hossam’s fate.   

 

EXTRACT FROM INTERVIEW RECORDING 

 

HOSSAM: I think during this time I was going to go and travel 

somewhere else after that and I did really need money, so I wanted to sell one match, I think.  


