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Editor:  Gail Champion 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EXTRACT FROM VIDEO 

 

PRESENTER:  Many of us regularly recycle items like plastic milk 

bottles and glass bottles from our kitchens, but it’s also easy to recycle lots of items from 

other places in and around your home.  Let’s start in …. 

 

DEITH: People in Wales have really got into the recycling 

habit.  They’re by some way the best at recycling in the UK and in the top five in the world. 

This video encourages everyone to make the effort. 

 

PRESENTER: …. cans and envelopes.  Everything you recycle brings 

real benefits – it comes back again and again as new stuff, saving resources …. 

 

DEITH: But what if it doesn’t?  What if it leaves your doorstep, 

only to end up on someone else’s, seven thousand miles away? 

 

ACTUALITY WITH PLASTIC WASTE 
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ARISANDI: Tesco semi skimmed milk. 

 

KUSMIATI: Semi skimmed milk. 

 

ARISANDI: Produced in the UK using milk from the UK, Welwyn 

Garden City. 

 

KUSMIATI: Tesco, eh. 

 

ARISANDI: Tesco.  And then Polos sugar free. 

 

KUSMIATI: It’s peppermint. 

 

ARISANDI: Peppermint, Nestle.  It’s from York. 

 

KUSMIATI: York, UK.  This one, the pink one? 

 

ARISANDI: Pink one is Johnson. 

 

KUSMIATI: Johnson and Johnson. 

 

ARISANDI: Johnson and Johnson. 

 

KUSMIATI: This is like baby wipes, yeah? 

 

ARISANDI: Yeah. 

 

KUSMIATI: Yeah, is baby wipes. 

  

DEITH: For this programme, we’ve been where three thousand 

tons of recycling from Wales has gone – Indonesia - and found a factory which dumps some 

of the contents of our bins. 

 

ACTUALITY DRIVING THROUGH BANGUN 
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KUSMIATI: Basically like every house next to each other, they 

have this scrap plastic and paper, it’s literally like a village full of trash. 

 

DEITH: This is the village of Bangun in East Java, Indonesia. 

People live by the Brantas river; it provides them with water to drink, and fish.  But they’re 

also surrounded by a sea of dirty plastic.  The empty wrappings from our lives, on the other 

side of the world.  Our guides to this plastic wasteland are Sri Kusmiati, our reporter in 

Indonesia, and Prigi Arisandi, a biologist and globally-recognised environmentalist.  He 

founded the scientific research team, Ecoton, which monitors pollution of the Brantas river. 

 

ACTUALITY AS DUMP TRUCK ARRIVES 

 

KUSMIATI: So the driver coming down from his seat and he’s 

about to open the back of the truck.  The waste pile is about nearly 2 metres high and it’s 

pretty compact how they compact it in the back of the truck. 

 

DEITH: The plastic slides off the lorry like slurry.  The bottles, 

packets and wrappers we hope we’ve sorted for recycling, stretching into the distance like a 

mountain range.  There’s so much of it here, an industry’s grown up on the slopes – fishing 

for bits of plastic that can be sold. 

 

KUSMIATI: All right, I just also found this white potatoes, Farm 

Fresh, origin UK, Yorks.  

 

ARISANDI: This kind is PET, so people can get high price for this.  

It’s from Lidl. 

 

KUSMIATI: Just step into this plastic waste, it’s all over the place.  

I can see also a lady trying to find some shade.  It’s really hot here, there’s a lot of trash.  It is 

almost like an ocean of plastic waste. 

 

DEITH: Pak Londo is scouring the plastic sands for anything of 

value.  On a good day he might earn around £16 for his family – he has two children. 
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LONDO: [speaking in Indonesian] 

 

KUSMIATI: So I just talked to one of the villagers who is collecting 

plastic waste in this dumping site and he told me that this one is the biggest and it belongs to 

PT Pakerin, and later on he will sell it to a collector who will give him money.  It depends on 

how much he can get.  

 

DEITH: But where has the plastic come from?  The trucks are 

running back and forth from a paper factory called PT Pakerin.  Indonesia has some of the 

biggest paper mills in the world, but although it has a lot of natural forest, it still needs more 

raw material.  So the factories buy our old paper, we get money for it, and we get help with 

our rubbish.  Half our packaging recycling happens overseas.  We send it away because we 

don’t have the capacity here to deal with it all.  But something’s going wrong in Indonesia.  

Paper is arriving with plastic in it, because it seems it hasn’t been sorted properly.  So 

factories like PT Pakerin are putting the unwanted plastic in lorries and dumping it in nearby 

villages. 

 

ARISANDI: In front of my house in my neighbourhood, we have a 

recovered paper factory and they have the same, the same scrap like this.  Every day they are 

dumping more than twenty dump trucks, but there is no reaction from the Government, and 

then in exporter country, they don’t care.  They are rich country, they already superior. 

 

ACTUALITY OF TRUCK CLOSING 

 

DRIVER: [Speaking in Indonesian] 

 

KUSMIATI: The truck just leaving this location, and the truck 

driver, he said that he’s been doing this job for about three years and he works for Pakerin 

and he can do this job for five, six times a day and most likely is about ten until fifteen tons 

every time he drop this waste into villagers’ houses.  I am going to walk about one metre 

away and I saw this lady making some noise and apparently she is trying to compact the 

sorted plastic waste into a big white plastic bag that will be collected by buyers. 
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DEITH: Prigi Arisandi says the rubbish feeds people’s families, 

but it’s polluting their drinking water.  

 

ARISANDI: Plastic has become a big problem.  Actually we are 

focused on the river.  Last year we found that 47% of the floating material on the surface of 

the water is from plastic, 32% is diapers. 

 

ACTUALITY AT WASTE SORTING CENTRE 

  

DEITH: The plastic is probably finding its way into the paper 

we send off for recycling because some of our sorting plants aren’t 100% efficient at 

separating different materials.  Things like plastic bottles are easily identified, but flat bits of 

plastic, like wrappers, packets and labels might slip through the net.  The half an hour that Sri 

spent looking through the PT Pakerin factory’s pile of plastic has yielded an armful of British 

packaging. 

 

KUSMIATI: Okay, it’s likely about 50 plastic waste that we 

managed to collect, they are all from UK, so when you in the UK threw this away, did you 

think it would end up in a village in Indonesia? 

 

DEITH: One of the Ecoton team has spoken to workers inside 

the PT Pakerin factory and they provided more proof that British plastic is finding its way in, 

and being chucked out by the paper mill. 

 

RESEARCHER (VIA INTERPRETER): We have information from a worker who sorts 

and measures the waste paper every day.  He says you can know which bales are from the 

UK because they’re bigger - they’re nine tons each. And when he looks at a nine ton bale of 

waste paper, his estimate is that it will contain, on average, about 25% plastic.  Sometimes a 

bad bale can be up to as much as a third, or even half plastic. 

 

DEITH: We used to send three-quarters of our waste paper to 

China, but the Chinese got fed up with being promised good material and receiving what they 

called ‘foreign garbage’ – they said it was contaminated with chemicals which were polluting 
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DEITH cont: the land and water.  So, last year, the world’s biggest 

scrap importer stopped accepting virtually any unsorted waste paper.  So now we’re sending 

more material to Indonesia.  

 

ACTUALITY IN OFFICE 

 

DEITH: The PT Pakerin factory wouldn’t tell us who’s sending 

them paper bales polluted with plastic, but we’ve been doing some digging, searching 

recycling export data, and we’ve worked out some of the factory’s UK connections.  In 

2017/18, five Welsh councils sent almost 3,000 tons of waste paper to PT Pakerin.  Neath, 

Port Talbot – who sent the lion’s share – as well as Cardiff, Caerphilly, the Vale of 

Glamorgan and Monmouthshire.  We don’t have evidence they’re the source of the 

contaminated recycling, but they are sending material to a factory which chucks plastic out 

the back door.  And under EU rules, you’re not supposed to send recycling to factories that 

don’t have broadly the same human health and environmental protection standards as in 

Europe.  Neath, Port Talbot, Caerphilly and Monmouthshire councils have launched 

investigations into what’s happening at PT Pakerin.  Monmouthshire says no waste will be 

sent there for now.  The Vale of Glamorgan said: 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Needless to say, we are extremely alarmed by these 

reports, which describe completely unacceptable methods of dealing with waste plastic.  Last 

year, the council’s Cabinet approved plans to change its recycling collection system to a 

source-separated system that will produce quality, separated material processed in the UK. 

This will prevent any material being sold to markets abroad and also lower the council’s 

carbon footprint. 

 

DEITH: Glamorgan, Monmouthshire and Cardiff say their 

waste was sorted and exported by commercial facilities and they relied on them to check PT 

Pakerin was doing things properly.  Natural Resources Wales, which is the agency in overall 

charge of Welsh recycling, says overseas factories are deemed acceptable if they hold the 

right permits, but it will contact the authorities in Indonesia about the issues we’ve found.   

PT Pakerin is a big buyer of paper - and a customer some companies don’t want to lose. 

International Forest Products UK, which has an office in Newbury in Berkshire, sold them 

nine hundred bales of waste corrugated cardboard last year.  It was from commercial sources 
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DEITH cont: so it wouldn’t contain household plastic.  But on the 

issue of PT Pakerin seeming to wash its hands of someone’s rubbish – dumping it in plain 

sight – International Forest Products UK says it has visited Indonesia and seen nothing like 

that.  So it says it will continue to do business with the factory. 

 

ACTUALITY WITH RECYCLING BIN 

 

DEITH: Clearly Tesco, Lidl, Nestle – all those brands whose 

packaging we found in the factory’s backyard in Indonesia – they’re not to blame.  They 

can’t control what happens to their wrappers and packets when I put them in the recycling. 

But they do pay into a system which is supposed to prove that good, green things happen to 

their rubbish.  To explain how it works, we have to go back to 1997, when the UK had one of 

the worst recycling rates in Europe.  

 

MUSIC – ‘THINGS CAN ONLY GET BETTER’ 

 

DEITH: Enter the Packaging Producer Obligation – to get 

producers to pay something towards the cost of recycling. It’s a legal duty which falls on 

anyone who handles 50 tons of packaging a year and turns over £2 million.  For example, 

let’s take a bag of potatoes from Lidl.  Whoever makes the plastic bag they come in has to 

register with the Environment Agency and pay their bit.  So does Lidl, because they put the 

packaging – the bag of potatoes – on their shelves.  Both companies are partly responsible for 

the rubbish when we’re done, so they must give recyclers enough money to deal with it.  The 

recycler writes out something called a Packaging Recovery Note, or PRN – it’s a kind of 

receipt, and Lidl and the packaging maker buy them as proof that they’ve funded their fair 

share of recycling.  Most companies pay a compliance scheme to do business with the 

recyclers.  They can buy PRNs – the recycling evidence - in bulk for their members.  Pete 

Thompson runs Synergy Compliance.  

 

THOMPSON: The level of obligation for a company depends on the 

tonnage of packaging they handle, the different material types of packaging, which are paper 

and cardboard, aluminium, steel, glass, plastic and wood.  The greater amount of packaging 

you handle and the more packaging activities you carry out, the greater your obligation is 

likely to be.   
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DEITH: And the recycler or reprocessor comes back to you and 

says, right, here are, here’s the evidence that we’ve recycled roughly equivalent to what that 

company owes or is obliged to pay for? 

 

THOMPSON: Yes, for every ton of packaging that they recycle, they 

can sell a ton of Packaging Recovery Notes or PRNs in that material, and we purchase the 

correct tonnage in the different materials to meet somebody’s obligation. 

 

DEITH: And once, via you, a packaging handler or producer 

has that evidence in the form of a PRN, they can show that to the Government - in inverted 

commas - and say, here’s proof that we’ve kind of paid our recycling dues? 

 

THOMPSON: Exactly. 

 

DEITH: These PRNs – Packaging Recovery Notes – are a 

golden ticket.  But exporters are trusted to say how much packaging they’ve sent for 

recycling.  Whoever’s being lazy and isn’t sorting the plastic from the paper going off to 

Indonesia will still get the money for the whole consignment.  Lord Deben was the 

Environment Secretary who came up with the Packaging Recovery Note 20 years ago, but he 

says there’s a flaw in the system; because exported waste is rarely checked, there is a risk that 

people are earning money from bad rubbish hidden among the good. 

 

DEBEN: If you export it, you get the PEPRN, the export PRN,  

on the total amount, and there is, in my view, no doubt that in a ton of exported material there 

will be some, sometimes quite a lot of material which will not be able to be recycled. 

 

DEITH: And is that by accident or by design?  If a bale of paper 

has got, I don’t know, 10 or 20% plastic in it, is that because the exporter has been careless or 

is it because they knew what they were doing? 

 

DEBEN: It must be sometimes done by people who know what 

they’re doing, but the fact of the matter is that if there is not a clear disadvantage in not doing 

the job properly, then people will in fact be slapdash at the very least, so you just change the 

rules.  My view is that any export material should only count for 70% - or a bit more perhaps 
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DEBEN cont: – of the total, so 70% of a ton, which will make up for 

any material there which is actually not recyclable. 

 

DEITH: Because otherwise, if you know that 10 or 20% can’t 

be recycled, you’re effectively getting money for nothing, it’s free money. 

 

DEBEN: It’s not only illegal, it is defrauding the system. We 

should be cleaning up our own waste, we should not be sending it to other countries, and I 

don’t mind sending it to the rest of the European Union, because the European Union has 

rules which you can enforce.  But what you can’t do is to know that something that is going 

to Vietnam, for example, is actually being recycled to the standards that one ought to have.  

 

DEITH: In England, the Environment Agency is the regulator 

for the export of waste for recycling, but it’s never been abroad to visit a site.  It says it 

doesn’t have the jurisdiction. It tries to spot the bad factories remotely, and it tries to stop 

people sending contaminated waste – but the Head of Waste Regulation, Malcolm Lythgo, 

says the information they’re working with is limited.  

 

LYTHGO: Some of the loads that we find are contaminated and 

that’s, you know, that’s why we turn them back often, and we’ve got a number of 

prosecutions against companies who have been trying to export waste that is too 

contaminated. 

 

DEITH: It seems extraordinary to me that a lot of the export 

rules basically work on trust. 

 

LYTHGO: At the moment we don’t get notified ahead of an 

export of what’s in the consignment, and that’s something that we in Government have 

recognised needs to be improved.  We are working well with some of the shipping 

organisations who are sharing information with us, but it’s not quite the same as legally being 

required to send it to us.  We’re hopeful there’ll be a recommendation coming forward soon 

that that changes - we get pre-notification with enough time to check what’s going on and we 

can check some of those consignments.  That said, you know, we’ve been very successful in 

stopping a lot of illegal consignments over the past couple of years.  Last year over 350 
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LYTHGO cont: containers were turned back and another nine thousand 

tons were stopped before they even headed towards the port.  

 

DEITH: Lord Deben, who I think invented this whole system, 

says, look, we have to accept that for every ton of waste exported abroad, a proportion of that 

is going to be unrecyclable, whether by accident or design.  So he says you should only get 

the money for, say, 70% or 80% of that ton of material, because we know some of it won’t be 

recyclable. 

 

LYTHGO: The situation at the moment is you’re not allowed to 

export anything that’s contaminated and therefore the assumption is that everything that goes 

isn’t contaminated.  That’s how the system has been set up.  

 

DEITH: But your own activity at the ports, sending containers 

back, shows that that is the case at the moment; contaminated material is going abroad and 

people are able to claim for 100% of it under the system. 

  

LYTHGO: Certainly it is difficult, so I don’t think you can say 

where we found failings in a system and we’ve sent it back, that that proves that what goes 

through is not okay, because we release a lot of very well sorted loads to go abroad and lots 

of waste is recycled successfully abroad very safely. 

 

ACTUALITY SORTING PLASTIC 

 

DEITH: An awful lot of the plastic piling up in East Java is 

never recycled. It gets a new, but toxic life. It’s burned.  Our reporter Sri Kusmiati has 

followed the plastic scraps thrown out by the paper factory to another village where it’s used 

by people making the staple food, tofu. 

 

ACTUALITY DRIVING 

 

KUSMIATI: Are we there yet? 

 

WOMAN: Yeah. 
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KUSMIATI: We are approaching Tropodo village where there are 

fifty small industry of tofu making, there you seeing scrap waste that we found in Bangun 

village, we can also see thick black smoke coming from this industry.  

 

ACTUALITY IN TOFU FACTORY 

 

KUSMIATI: I’m now in a tofu factory.  There is not much of 

ventilation, where all these workers, there are about 20 workers, most of them are men.  I’m 

approaching the stove, it’s very very hot, the flame is coming out from the machine, and just 

next to it there’s a pile of plastic waste.  This old guy is wearing a t-shirt and shorts without 

shoes, taking the piece of waste and throw it into the flame and push it down into the flame to 

create heat. 

 

DEITH: Outside, the owner of the factory Juma-ati tells Sri she 

used to burn wood, but it was expensive; she nearly went bankrupt.  Eking out the wood with 

plastic saves money.  One of her workers, Oni Angorro, who’s 17, has to breathe in the 

plastic fumes – he’s coated in a thick black dust.   

 

ANGORRO (VIA INTERPRETER): I know the plastic waste is dirty and it comes from PT 

Pakerin.  But I don’t think I will have health problems because I’ve been doing this for four 

years.  I don’t wear any gloves, boots or a mask, but it’s only the heat from the stove that 

really bothers me. 

 

DEITH: Yuyun Ismawati is an environmental engineer by 

training and now campaigns to rid Indonesia of toxic plastic.  She says people have come to 

depend on the plastic, because they can make up to £22 a day selling it for fuel – much more 

than they could earn any other way.  So they put the effect on their health to the back of their 

minds.   

 

ISMAWATI: If we burn plastics, it’s the fumes and the smoke is 

really get into our lung and all the small particles, nanoparticles in, in the smoke is actually 

getting into people’s respiratory system, and children, there are lots of children complaining 

about health problems because they’ve got asthma or a respiratory problem.  The 

communities only see it for the short term economic gain, because they get quick cash from 
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ISMAWATI cont: selling unwanted plastics to tofu factory or to other 

kind of business like brick making or chalk or lime makers.  But then, when we start to gain 

their trust, they start talking about their concern about health issues, and you know, 

respiratory problem that they encountered now, and then the dirty ground water because it’s 

now more contaminated by the leeching. 

 

DEITH: Have you challenged the factory about this?  

 

ISMAWATI: Yes, of course the factory denied that they do wrong, 

but after we reported them to the Minister of Environment, they were called to Jakarta and 

then the minister asked them to fix the problems and so on, but until one month after that 

meeting we didn’t see any changes in terms of policy action and follow up.  However, some 

companies started to burn the evidence to cover up. 

 

DEITH: The Indonesian Government has told File on 4 it’s 

investigating the contamination of the waste imported by PT Pakerin and other paper mills 

and what they’ve been doing with the plastic.  Rosa Vivien Ratnawati is from the Ministry of 

Environment. 

 

RATNAWATI: The paper waste that’s already been imported to 

Indonesia is containing plastic waste 30%.  Customs and Ministry of Trade, they did check in 

the field, and this is very big number, very big number. 

 

DEITH: The team at Ecoton say that they reported factories to 

you and that recently the factories have just been burning the evidence, burning some of the 

plastic to try to hide what they’ve been doing.  Why aren’t you being tougher on the 

factories? 

 

RATNAWATI: Now Indonesia’s still conducting the deep 

investigation of the parties who are supposed to be responsible for the import of non-

hazardous waste contaminated with other waste, but legal sanction must be given accordingly 

to importers who have bringing plastics into our country.  This case is still investigating by 

the Director General for Enforcement, but last week we already had a meeting with the 
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RATNAWATI cont: Minister of Maritime Coordination and then we discuss 

about this problem and the Governor of East Java also. 

 

DEITH: What’s your message then to exporters from the UK 

who are sending you a mixed plastic paper mess? 

 

RATNAWATI: Therefore the UK must hold its commitment to 

safeguarding the environment in the world.  So this is very important for us, and also all the 

exporter authorities should be doing regular monitor, because the issues of plastic is already 

global. Indonesia doesn’t want to be the place that the imported waste come to Indonesia, 

because Indonesia itself has a problem in domestic waste.  

 

ACTUALITY AT UK PORT, CONTAINER SHIP SOUNDING HORN 

 

DEITH: Every day, around a hundred containers of waste 

plastic leave UK ports for other countries to deal with.  It’s getting harder and harder to find a 

home for our rubbish though, with the swelling tide of anger over plastic pollution.  China’s 

had enough.  Indonesia sounds like it wants to take less.  But in the last year, Turkey has been 

taking more plastic off our hands.  According to Environment Agency figures, in 12 months 

the amount the UK sent there rose from 60,000 tons to 80,000.  But some are worried that 

Turkey’s just not set up to recycle so much plastic. 

 

EXTRACT FROM VIDEO 

 

DEITH: We’ve been sent a video filmed at Izmit – it’s a big 

port in the north of Turkey.  It shows a man on a forklift unloading a tangled mess of plastic 

from a shipping container from Felixstowe.  I can see what look like big plastic bags – black 

ones, as well as blue, green, yellow and orange.  The video was filmed by someone inside the 

port - unhappy, we’re told, that what they claim is mixed dirty plastic is coming into Turkey. 

We showed the video to a waste recycling expert here, who said the container is filled with 

plastic film, which can be recycled, but poorer quality film, especially heavily coloured 

material, like the black stuff, is harder to recycle, and it’s unclear whether Turkey’s facilities 

can cope with it.  Dr Baran Bozoglu, is President of the Chamber of Environmental Engineers 

in Turkey.  He’s worried about the quality of the plastic and where it will end up.   
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BOZOGLU: From  the pictures, these are not pure plastic waste.  Of 

course, when some companies getting the recycled waste from the other countries, some part 

of the percentage, some part of the waste is non-recyclable, and there is a really big problem 

for the inspection to these imported wastes.  There are regulations for recycling and the 

companies in Turkey, of course the industries think that the plastic waste is a really good 

source for their process, but the main problem is the inspection, and also the second big 

problem is there is no detailed contamination criteria.  Turkey need to make some criteria and 

contamination limits for the plastic and paper waste. 

 

DEITH: Recep Karaman is from the Union of Street Waste 

Collectors – they pick up rubbish from the streets and sell it to the recycling industry.  He 

believes that most of the plastic being shipped in from outside won’t ever be recycled. 

 

KARAMAN (VIA INTERPRETER): In 2017, China stopped importing waste from abroad. 

When this ban came in, Europe’s waste started to come to our country.  Because of this, our 

ports may be some of the dirtiest ports in the world. 

 

DEITH: What proportion, are you saying, of a typical shipment 

is non-recyclable plastic? 

 

KARAMAN (VIA INTERPRETER): In general, 70% of the imported waste is non-

recyclable.  The factories buy these plastics, but they can only use 30% of it, because these 

are SUCH low quality plastics.  The traders who import this waste also burn and bury it. 

Usually they bury this rubbish in places people cannot see, or they leave it in forests.  After 

this dumping was exposed a few times, people started to do it more discreetly. 

 

DEITH: It seems the Turkish government is worried about 

illegal consignments of non-recyclable waste from the UK.  This month the Environment 

Ministry has been talking about banning British plastic.  But after pleas from the Turkish 

plastic industry, it’s stopped short of a ban and it’s agreed to focus on better checks of import 

documents.  Whoever’s selling this waste plastic to Turkey is probably selling Packaging 

Recovery Notes for it too – currently trading at around £200 a ton.  Someone could be 

making a lot of money from telling people this plastic is being recycled, but there seems to be 

doubt it will be, because Turkey only manages to recycle about 10% of its own rubbish. 
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DEITH cont: Greenpeace says when one country – like China – says 

no to our plastic rubbish, we send it to another country with a poorer recycling system.  And 

with each new place we send it, more plastic goes off grid, and we can’t see what’s 

happening to it.  Off grid, but online, in some cases.  We’ve discovered that you can even buy 

a heap of waste plastic on Facebook. 

 

READER: For sale: mixed plastic. 80 tons, from Europe, all 

expenses paid.  Customs and port work has been handled by me. Price: 1,100 Turkish lira. 

  

DEITH: That’s about £140.  Again, there’s a lot of black plastic 

in the photos.  We messaged the seller, but they didn’t come back to us– maybe they guessed 

we weren’t real buyers.  Recep Karaman from the Street Collectors Union, says it shows how 

unregulated waste is in Turkey. 

 

KARAMAN (VIA INTERPRETER): There are illegal traders here who list their products on 

Facebook.  They are selling it to whoever wants to buy it.  It is a black market.  The UK 

doesn’t want this rubbish to harm its own nature, so it is making our country a dumping 

ground.  People are ruining our nature to benefit themselves, and those authorities and 

agencies who do not regulate this are also to blame. 

 

DEITH: If exporters are sending waste to Turkey knowing it 

probably won’t be recycled, that’s illegal, plus they’re ripping off the packaging producers 

who’re buying their recovery notes.  The market for recycling evidence is worth at least  

£60 million.  Last year, the National Audit Office warned there’s a real risk exporters are 

claiming money for material which is not fully recycled, and it criticised the Government for 

not adjusting its recycling rates to account for undetected fraud.  I asked Malcolm Lythgo 

from the Environment Agency whether a regulatory system that’s too trusting means those of 

us who want to do our bit could actually be doing damage to other countries. 

 

LYTHGO: We recently in the last year have suspended the 

accreditation on one recycler for exporting contaminated plastics to Indonesia, and we’re in 

the process of investigating another for the same offence, but to Poland. 
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DEITH: If someone is listening to this programme, and after it’s 

finished they put a plastic bottle in the recycling, with the system you’re working with - and 

they’re working with, because they’re trying to do their bit - they can’t know that that plastic 

bottle is going to be recycled and not dumped in a forest in Turkey or burned in Indonesia, 

can they? 

 

LYTHGO: You’re asking me to bring 100% certainty to a 

recycling process.  We are doing everything we can to make sure contaminated recycling 

doesn’t leave UK shores and we will continue to do that.  I think if you take a step back to 

1999, we recycled 28% of our plastic.  At the moment our recycling rates are over 60%, so, 

you know, this regime has driven a significant improvement in our recycling rates, the impact 

on the environment, whether  home or abroad.  It’s twenty years old, you know.  Can it be 

updated and made more sophisticated?  Yes, of course it can. 

 

DEITH: While we were making this programme, the 

Environment Secretary, Michael Gove, announced a ban on supermarkets in England selling 

plastic straws and stirrers and plastic-stemmed cotton buds.  He said he was taking urgent and 

decisive action to turn the tide on plastic pollution in our rivers and on our beaches.  But he 

didn’t want to talk to us about the British plastic flooding villages in Indonesia.  We’re told 

he’s clear we have to deal with more of our rubbish at home, and the Government says it has 

plans to make sure what does go abroad is electronically tracked.  We’ve never been so 

invested in recycling.  People care about where their rubbish – especially plastic – ends up. 

Call it the Attenborough effect.  But can we trust that when we do our recycling, it won’t be 

dumped in someone else’s backyard, half way round the world?  The Labour MP Mary 

Creagh, who chairs Parliament’s Environmental Audit Committee, says our investigation in 

Indonesia shows we have to watch those we trust with our recycling like a hawk. 

 

CREAGH: What it shows is that we need to be sending better 

quality consignments.  We need to be checking and we need to make sure that this 

contamination is not happening, because Indonesia is one of the most fragile and bio-diverse 

ecosystems in the world, and if they’re going to dump it in a village in Indonesia, it’s just out 

of sight, out of mind and it’s not fair that some of the poorest people on the planet are having 

to pay the environmental price for our throwaway society.  Because we know the amount of 

plastic that is entering the ocean is set to treble over the next ten years.  We know that these 
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CREAGH cont: plastics break down into micro particles.  We know 

that they attract chemical pollutants.  And some of the evidence to our inquiries has been that, 

this chemical pollution that is travelling into the oceans via plastics is rendering some species 

infertile, could render 50% of the whale population extinct over the next 20 to 30 years, so 

there’s a huge pollution piece that comes with this imperfect system.   

 

ACTUALITY BY RIVER 

 

DEITH: Prigi Arisandi from Ecoton is standing by the river it’s 

been his life’s work to protect.  He wants people to know that the plastic flooding Indonesia 

is floating down the rivers into the sea, and getting into everything people eat and drink.  

He’s asking for our help to hold back the tide. 

 

ARISANDI: Five million people depend on this water, and the 

water is polluted by micro plastic from the paper factories.  Last year we found 80% of fish 

that we catch in this river contains micro plastic and then we observe effluent from the paper 

factory, and 100% all of them, in their effluent, there is micro plastic.  So we must do 

something to make people realise that this not be continued, we must stop it, and the reason is 

because too many plastic.   So many plastic.    

 


