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THE ATTACHED TRANSCRIPT WAS TYPED FROM A RECORDING AND NOT 

COPIED FROM AN ORIGINAL SCRIPT.  BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF MISHEARING 

AND THE DIFFICULTY IN SOME CASES OF IDENTIFYING INDIVIDUAL 

SPEAKERS, THE BBC CANNOT VOUCH FOR ITS COMPLETE ACCURACY. 

 

“FILE ON 4” 

 

Transmission:  Tuesday 29
th

 May 2018 

Repeat:  Sunday 3
rd

 June 2018 

 

Producer:  Emma Forde and Mick Tucker 

Reporter:  Paul Connolly 

Editor:  Gail Champion 

 

MUSIC 

 

CONNOLLY:  What you’re hearing is a type of music known as drill.  

Typically, the lyrics are violent, laced with references to knives, guns, stabbings and 

shootings.  And in drill music videos posted online, rappers tend to wear masks or balaclavas, 

whilst some use weapons as props.   Drill music and the videos that appear on social media 

have, by some, been pinpointed as the spark that’s inflamed bloody gang violence.  

 

BENJAMIN:  I’ve lost multiple friends.  I think in the past three 

years alone I’ve lost four friends to knife crime and two of them were actually innocent 

bystanders.  It’s becoming normal to hear that someone’s died.  It shouldn’t be.  It’s horrible. 

 

MUSIC  

 

CONNOLLY:  What types of weapons would your gang carry? 

 

ANON GANG MEMBER:  Big machetes, Katanas, guns.  It’s drill.  What starts off 

like beef, that’s what we call it, little gang wars - it’s vendettas, it’s personal vendettas.  One 

of my friends gets stabbed, there’s going to be a retaliation within that day. 
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MUSIC  

 

CONNOLLY:  Is drill music contributing to the increase in killings? 

To what extent is social media also to blame?  And, when combined, are these modern 

influences fanning the flames of violence?  

 

MUSIC  

 

ACTUALITY TRAFFIC NOISE 

 

HUMPHREY:  I drove into the drive and as I got out of the car I heard 

somebody call, ‘Help, help.’ 

 

CONNOLLY:  That’s the voice of Martin Humphrey.  He lives in 

Croydon, in London, and on the 8
th

 August last year, he had just arrived home when he heard 

a commotion on the road outside.  

 

HUMPHREY:   There didn’t seem to be anybody there, so I went down 

to check and that was when I found who I now know to be Jermaine, lying on the floor, on 

the pavement, covered in blood. 

 

CONNOLLY:  That Jermaine is Jermaine Goupall.  A boy at just 15 

years old, he was hanging around with his friends near their local shop when a car pulled up 

at speed.  Masked and armed attackers jumped out and chased them.  They caught Jermaine, 

stabbed him and left him for dead.  

 

HUMPHREY:  He was lying there quite calmly - very calmly, in fact. 

There were several people, then the ambulance arrived later.  By the time they’d got here, he 

was losing consciousness. 

 

CONNOLLY:   Did he say anything? 
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HUMPHREY:   He was muttering, but it was very difficult to hear what 

he said.  I mean, the whole thing was so shocking anyway, to see a life taken was all really 

quite traumatic, as you can imagine.  

 

MUSIC  

 

ACTUALITY – KNOCK ON DOOR  

 

TILISHA:  Jermaine was very humble, but he was very sociable, 

he was a friendly person.  Always happy, always joyful, always smiling all the time.  

 

CONNOLLY:  Were you close?  Were you friends? 

 

TILISHA:  Best friends. 

   

CONNOLLY:  That’s Tilisha Goupall, Jermaine’s sister.  She and her 

father have allowed me to meet them at their home.  I’m ushered into a downstairs room 

that’s full of tributes.  Cards from well-wishers, bouquets of flowers, candles and pictures of 

Jermaine surround us – on the walls, shelving, even in neat clusters on the floor.  Jermaine 

stares back from his photos with an easy, boyish smile. 

 

TILISHA:  We always used to sit down and laugh.  One thing that 

I did like to do to him is, he used to be scared of watching scary movies.  He was scared, so I 

used to leave him and say, ‘Yeah, yeah I’m coming back,’ go upstairs and not come back and 

he’d be left in the dark to watch the scary movie.  Really and truly he was still a child inside, 

so scary movies he didn’t like.   

 

CONNOLLY:   Tilisha goes on to tell me Jermaine had never before 

been in trouble of any kind.  Then came a knock on the door.  

 

TILISHA:  Open up the door and I saw a police officer and I saw 

one of Jermaine’s old primary school friends.  The police officer said, ‘Jermaine’s been in an 

incident,’ but he looked really calm, and then Jermaine’s friend looked really panicked in his 
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TILISHA cont: face, so I looked at him and his friend just blurted out, 

‘Oh, Jermaine’s been stabbed, Jermaine’s been stabbed.’ 

  

CONNOLLY:  Shocked and scared, Tilisha jumped in her car and 

drove the short distance to where Jermaine lay dying. 

  

TILISHA:  A lot of it was a blur, to be honest with you, because it 

happened so fast, but I was the first family member on the scene.  I was kind of like, where’s 

Jermaine?  Where’s Jermaine?  Because it was taped off and there was an ambulance and I 

said, ‘I need to see my brother - where is he, where is he?’  And then they called me to the 

medical car and then they told me that they did everything they could, and then they 

pronounced him dead a couple minutes before midnight.  And I just kind of froze, everything, 

everything stopped, everything, but I fell to the ground and I was just pouring tears.  

 

CONNOLLY:  The attackers slashed at Jermaine, leaving six deep 

lacerations.   But it was a single stab wound to his femoral vein that ultimately led to his 

death.  It’s believed that Jermaine and his friends were possibly targeted due to ongoing 

tensions between rival gangs in the area.  However, police have stated, on the record, that 

they don’t think Jermaine was himself involved with a gang.  

 

ACTUALITY WALKING INTO HOUSE  

 

GOUPALL: Well, you can go straight through and … 

 

CONNOLLY:  Stanley Goupall is Jermaine’s father.  As he sits to 

speak with me, he wears a soft, kindly expression.  But still, the heavy toll of loss is there to 

see.  

 

GOUPALL:  I couldn’t believe it.  It was the worst nightmare of 

ever my life.  When I’m used to seeing three of us always together, to know that there’s only 

going to be two, to me that was ... I just, I couldn’t take it in.  
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CONNOLLY:   The police launched an investigation which soon led to 

arrests.  On 14
th

 February this year, four people were convicted in relation to Jermaine’s 

murder.  Adam Benzahi, Samuel Oliver-Rowland and Junior Simpson were all convicted of 

murder and received sentences ranging from 18 to 22 years.  Saskia Haye-Elliot was jailed 

for 12.5 years for manslaughter. 

 

GOUPALL:  My child was an innocent boy who had a lot of 

ambition in front of him and now it’s all taken away because of an incident on one night. 

 

CONNOLLY:  What sets this apart from other cruel, senseless 

murders is that drill music is deemed to have played a part.  One of the attackers I mentioned, 

Junior Simpson, now behind bars, is also known as drill music artist, M-Trap.  It came out in 

court that a track he wrote foretold almost exactly the circumstances of Jermaine’s death.  In 

sentencing, the judge said, ‘You wrote a set of lyrics, found on your phone, in which you 

predicted, in my judgment, an attack of just the kind that took place.’  So, with respect to 

Jermaine’s murder, at the very least there is a tangible, credible link to drill music. 

 

MUSIC  

 

PINKNEY:  Drill music is a sub-genre of hip hop, originated in the 

south side of Chicago in the United States of America, and drill music is kind of like an overt 

expression of one’s behaviour, thoughts and experiences.  So what we see is very hyper-

masculine types of behaviours and discussions about actions in which an individual is about 

to commit, or has committed.  

 

CONNOLLY:   Craig Pinkney is a criminologist, the UK’s lead for the 

EU Gangs Project and a lecturer at University College, Birmingham. 

According to your research, when did drill music land in the UK? 

 

PINKNEY:  I would say that it’s been in the country for about three 

to four years, more prevalent probably in the last eighteen months.  
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CONNOLLY:  Craig’s extensive research has identified ways in which 

drill music, social media – and often a combination of the two – are used by opposing 

gangland factions across the UK to issue threatening messages, sometimes disguised as 

lyrics.  Lyrics which most of us won’t understand as, for the most part, they’re made up of 

slang local to each artist and the area they’re from.   

 

MUSIC  

 

PINKNEY:  Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, WhatsApp  

are ways in which we communicate.  Young people that involve themselves in gang activity 

also utilise those platforms.  However, that expression on platforms can often be perceived as 

disrespect, can be perceived as taunting, can be perceived as an individual getting back at 

another group of people, based on a situation that may have happened in the physical world. 

What we then hear about in the community sometimes is tit for tat, reprisals and incidents 

taking place right after a music video has been erected.  So, for me, the correlation between 

young people utilising social media, gangs also use social media in the exact same way. 

Whatever happens on social media then filters into the physical sphere. 

 

MUSIC 

 

CONNOLLY:  Tilisha Goupall told me her brother’s murder was a 

horrifying example of exactly that - threats on social media bubbling, then boiling over into 

the real world.   

 

GOUPALL:  There was also lyrics made, I think it was done by 

Junior Simpson, and it stated everything that they actually done to Jermaine.  They had 

knives in a car, they went and chased somebody down and dipped him up - basically means 

stabbed them up - and that’s exactly what they did to Jermaine.  Drill music definitely plays a 

part in why people die, because gangs are now using that as a platform to communicate with 

the other side.  They’re throwing out names, they’re inciting violence, they’re threatening, 

they’re warning people.  They’re using it as a way to communicate.  

  



- 7 - 

CONNOLLY:  There are, however, those who believe that, in some 

cases, the finger of blame is being unfairly pointed at drill music.  Instead, they believe that 

Government, the police and the media alike are making drill a scapegoat.  And now, I’m off 

to meet some of them.  

 

ACTUALITY IN SOUTH LONDON   

 

CONNOLLY:  How are you? 

 

MAN: What’s up? 

 

CONNOLLY:  Paul.  Good to meet you.  Thanks very much for 

having us.  How’s it going? 

I make my way to South East London, where, in a quiet corner of an industrial estate, I climb 

the steps toward what looks like a disused warehouse.  

 

ACTUALITY GOING UPSTAIRS.  

 

CONNOLLY:  So is this place converted? 

SK - also known as Skills - and TK are directors of independent record label, Finesse Foreva, 

and have drill music artists on their books.  

 

ACTUALITY IN STUDIO  

 

CONNOLLY: So what do you do in here exactly?  What kind of 

things happen in here?   

 

SK: Everything from song writing to recording. 

 

TK: It’s HQ. 

 

SK: It’s HQ. 
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CONNOLLY:  It’s busy today and music oozes from state of the art 

speakers.  

 

MUSIC 

 

CONNOLLY:  I speak first with TK.  

How long have you been involved in the music industry? 

 

TK: About seven or eight years.  Started when I was 

young.   

 

CONNOLLY:  Some of the videos that you have produced, some of 

the drill videos you have produced have managed to get millions and millions of hits.  What’s 

your view then, TK, on the relationship between drill music and drill music videos and the 

surge of violence that’s happening in London and, to a degree, across the country as well? 

 

TK: So when it comes to drill, these drill rappers, they’re 

talking about what’s going on around them, do you know what I mean?  Look at me, I’m 

running a business and I listen to a lot of drill.  I have to listen to a lot of drill; it doesn’t mean 

that I’m going to walk out and pick up a knife and, and start stabbing people up.  

 

CONNOLLY:  Based on your experience, do you think if they do 

threaten someone, then there’s some pressure to actually follow through on that threat? 

 

TK:  Not really.  It’s down to the individual.  There’s some 

people that I know that get taunted every day.  Do they respond?  No.  Some people do, some 

people don’t.  To try and put it on, like, a genre kind of thing doesn’t make sense.  It’s just 

ridiculous, man, but I guess everyone needs a story, so because it’s a hot topic and everyone 

looks for a scapegoat as well.  

 

CONNOLLY:  SK is waiting close by, listening in, but seems 

frustrated.  He wants his say, he clearly wants it now, and he doesn’t hold back. 
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SK:  Drill is not why the kids are dying.  Even the kids that 

have died recently, not one of them has been related to drill music, so why are you labelling 

drill music?  What is actually really going wrong?  You have to be more realistic about what 

is the real problem.  The real problem is that with these kids, they have nowhere to go.  Not 

one of these kids have died because of a video.  Tell me, tell me!  Not one of them. 

   

CONNOLLY:   I decide it’s probably best not to answer his question 

straightaway.  Instead, I let the tension that’s just filled the room ease off somewhat by 

turning my attention to T-Face, one of the drill artists on TK and SK’s label. 

  

MUSIC  

 

CONNOLLY:  I ask him why, in drill music videos, so many of the 

artists cover their faces. 

 

T-FACE:  There’s multiple reasons.  Some people are scared, 

genuinely don’t want their face shown.  Two reasons why they don’t want it is because of 

police and because they don’t want some people to know they rap.  Me, for instance, I was 

rapping with a mask, but I see now I’ve been caught by police enough times, so I know they 

know who I am, it don’t matter if I have a mask on.  And I know I’m not doing anything that 

is going to attract their attention other than what I say in my lyrics, so why not take off my 

mask?  So me, I don’t rap with a mask on.  

 

CONNOLLY:  We’re just about to wrap things up, but now feels like a 

good time to return to SK’s earlier question. 

You asked me for an example of where drill music, the lyrics were directly reflected in 

reality, so it reminded me of a case last year, a young man, Jermaine Goupall, he was 15.  He 

was killed and one of the men that was convicted for his murder is a chap called Junior 

Simpson, also known as MTrap.  All right, now, he’s a drill artist.  Basically the judge said 

that the lyrics of one of your songs acted out exactly the murder of this young man. 

 

TK:  No.  The point that we’ve banged on about five times, 

which I don’t think you understand, is that MTrap, that’s his lifestyle.  That’s not happened 

because of drill music.  He lives that.  What it is is, they’re just products of their environment. 
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CONNOLLY:   It turns out all three of them knew Junior Simpson.  In 

fact, SK and TK claim to have tried to put him on the straight and narrow when, not long 

before he was jailed for murder, he got into trouble with the police. 

  

TK:  He got into some trouble and Skills was talking to him, 

telling him, like, listen you can’t be doing this because you’re going to end up in jail or 

you’re going to end up dead. 

 

SK:  Went and picked him up and we gave him the grilling 

in the car.  We gave him the grilling – like, do you want your life to become to nothing? 

  

TK:  Now look, he’s serving a life sentence. 

 

MUSIC  

 

ACTUALITY ON UNDERGROUND  

 

ANNOUNCEMENT: The next station is Northolt. 

 

CONNOLLY:  I’m on my way to Northolt, West London where, if we 

rewind to April 11
th

, 2017, 19 year old Abdullahi Tarabi is running for his life.  It’s broad 

daylight and he’s being chased down an alleyway by two young men, one of whom produces 

a knife, then stabs him in the stomach. 

 

ACTUALITY ON UNDERGROUND 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT: Northolt. 

 

CONNOLLY:  Today, I’ve come to meet Abdullahi’s family at their 

home.   

 

FAWZIYA [VIA SAMIRA]:  My mum said Abdullahi was a good boy.  He was 

attending Brunel University for coaching for football.  Very close to my mum, so very close 

and also the youngest of her boys. 
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CONNOLLY:  That’s Samira.  During our chat, she lovingly refers to 

her brother by his nickname, Tee-Wizz.  And as her mother, Fawziya, has little English, she 

translates for me.  

 

FAWZIYA [VIA SAMIRA]:  He’d say, I’m going to make it as a football coach, 

Mum, you can have a better life.  He never used to stray, he was home on time, he never used 

to do anything bad and always thought about Mum’s wellbeing. 

 

CONNOLLY:  As difficult as this might be, can you please tell me 

what happened to your son? 

 

FAWZIYA [VIA SAMIRA]:  It was Easter holiday, on a Tuesday.  He slept in, and 

this was like just a few minutes to 3 o’clock.  Mum said come down - she’d cooked lunch.  

He said, ‘I don’t want lunch,’ and said, ‘I’ll be back in five minutes.’ 

 

CONNOLLY:  I sit next to the two women on a soft, comfortable 

couch that dominates their living room.  Abdullahi’s mother speaks quickly, but deliberately, 

with arching hand gestures that move in time with what she’s saying.  It is, though, clearly 

very difficult for her to discuss this.  Samira continues the story. 

 

SAMIRA:  He ran through an alley so he said help, help, but he 

turned around, punched this guy.  But as he punched him, the guy swung and stabbed him.  

So you can still see Abdullahi running past and then running back, and I think that’s when the 

body went into shock and he collapsed.  

 

CONNOLLY:  The details of her brother’s stabbing, and what 

followed, are scarred to Samira’s memory.  At the trial, she endured the agony of having to 

watch the attack over and over on CCTV footage submitted as vital evidence.  

 

SAMIRA: So my brother picked him up, so then you can see my 

brother dragging him to the door.  Knock, knock, knocked.  And then you can see him taking 

his last breath.  I believe that’s when he died.  It’s something I’m never going to forget, ever.  
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CONNOLLY:  Two teenagers, neither of whom can be identified for 

legal reasons, stood trial for the stabbing and subsequent death of Abdullahi Tarabi.  The jury 

returned a not guilty verdict and the pair were cleared of all charges in October last year.  

 

MUSIC  

 

CONNOLLY:  After his death, drill music videos appeared on 

YouTube, mocking Abdullahi’s death and, in turn, fuelling tensions amongst those close to 

him.  He’s referred to in these videos, and on other social media platforms, by his nickname, 

Tee-Wizz. This is one of them… 

 

MUSIC 

 

CONNOLLY: This track is called Play For The Pagans.  In it, the 

lyrics, ‘Tee-Wizz got splashed and died … and I don’t feel sorry for his mum’ can clearly be 

heard.  Being targeted in such a way left Samira and her family deeply upset, so she appealed 

to the police to have the video removed from YouTube.  

 

SAMIRA: It shouldn’t be up on YouTube, it should be one of 

YouTube’s guidelines to take that down when somebody puts something like that up.  It’s not 

nice, it’s disgusting.   

 

CONNOLLY:  How does that, as his sister, affect you?  That his death 

is being mocked on YouTube?  How does that feel? 

 

SAMIRA: It’s emotionally hard, it’s hard to grasp.  It gives you 

sleepless nights, makes you cry.  It’s not easy.  

 

CONNOLLY:  And there’s more, including a track chillingly called 

Kill Confirmed.  

 

MUSIC 

  



- 13 - 

CONNOLLY: Some of the lyrics read, ‘Man dash that shank in the 

drain … my ting be covered in blood.’  Combined, those two tracks have been viewed on 

YouTube more than six million times.  And when we first came across them, a year after his 

death, comments were still being posted about Abdullahi’s killing that could, potentially, 

have been designed to stir up tensions in his local area.  The company who appear to have 

produced both of the videos in question is called PressPlay Media.  They have a YouTube 

channel of the same name, and we contacted them to ask if they are prepared to justify to 

Abdullahi’s family the reasons why these videos were made available.  As yet we haven’t had 

a reply.  We also contacted YouTube to ask why, after requests from a grieving family to 

have the material removed, the videos and content remained on their website.  They told us: 

 

READER IN STUDIO:  We have developed policies specifically to help tackle 

videos related to knife crime in the UK and are continuing to work constructively with 

experts on this issue. We have a dedicated process for the police to flag videos directly to our 

teams to identify real life threats.  Along with others in the UK, we share the deep concern 

about this issue and do not want our platforms used to incite violence. 

 

CONNOLLY:  In our letter, we provided them with links to the 

videos, which were then taken down.  They have, however, since reappeared online.  We also 

asked the Metropolitan Police what concerns they have in relation to drill music videos 

broadcast on social media. They said they ask for the removal of those that incite violence - 

and, in relation to the videos highlighted by the Tarabi family, they assured us they’ve sent 

deletion requests for all versions they are aware of.  They added, they have specialist teams 

working around the clock on knife crime and have a database of videos they use to gather 

intelligence.    

 

MUSIC 

 

DALE:  We’re going to go down to the south of Birmingham 

where we’ve had some gang activity and where some videos are filmed.  So we’re going to 

go to the location of where one of these videos was filmed.  

 

CONNOLLY:  So, where it actually happens? 
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DALE:  That’s right, yeah. 

 

CONNOLLY:  All right, sounds good to me. 

 

DALE: Brilliant. 

 

CONNOLLY: Let’s go.  

 

ACTUALITY GETTING IN CAR 

 

CONNOLLY:   It’s not just within London’s borders that drill music 

videos are used to send threats between rival gangs.  Detective Chief Inspector Nick Dale 

leads Birmingham’s organised crime and gangs team at West Midlands Police.  They scan the 

web for drill music videos that may have links to criminal gangs – and sometimes use those 

videos in court to secure convictions.  

 

ACTUALITY OF CAR DOOR  

  

CONNOLLY:  So when did you here in Birmingham first notice there 

might be some link between violence, gang rivalry and these drill videos?  

 

DALE:  Probably within the last two or three years this has 

been a real issue to us.   

 

CONNOLLY:  Do you think drill music and these drill music videos 

posted on YouTube and elsewhere have contributed to violence here in Birmingham in any 

way? 

 

DALE:  I think they have, yes.  There’s the fact that the music 

video acts as a recruiter to the gang. Young people see the gang as potential support, a 

potential to earn money, they see the status of the people in the gangs and the cars and the 

jewellery and the clothing, so it’s the recruiting.  But also that ability to very quickly reach 

across the divides between gangs and, you know, threaten rival gangs, talk about, you know, 

incidents of violence that have happened. 
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CONNOLLY:  Has that happened in the past?  Have you watched a 

drill music video, you’ve heard threats being issued, and you and the team have actually said, 

‘Hold on, he’s basically talking about something that’s really happened here.’? 

  

DALE:  Yeah, that’s right, that has happened.  There was one 

particular drill video, where members of the gang were talking about two specific incidents - 

a stabbing and a shooting that we were aware of - and making threats to a rival gang.  The 

content showed that they had a knowledge of those offences. We actually arrested five young 

men for conspiracy to commit those offences.  

 

CONNOLLY:  We walk back towards the car, where Detective Chief 

Inspector Dale reminds me about the video filmed where we’re standing.  He unfolds a few 

sheets of paper and proceeds to explain what some of the lingo from that track means – and 

why the language sometimes translates to threats.  

 

DALE:  So you’ve got ‘Crewed up inside with that 44, put that 

metal to your brain.’  You know, that’s about 44 is a point 44 calibre handgun.  So there’s 

one.  ‘Up boys come in the end and ends with the something getting changed.’  So the end is 

what they’ll describe as their territory, ‘And ends with getting chinged’ - and chinged is 

stabbed, so that is a threat to a rival gang, that if you come into our territory, then you’re 

likely to get stabbed. 

 

CONNOLLY:  Popular drill music videos, like the ones West 

Midlands police dissect, can get millions of views on various social media platforms.  And, as 

I mentioned earlier, comments posted below those videos can amount to more than just 

words.  According to criminologist, Craig Pinkney, those remarks can stoke the flames of 

rivalry between gangs, sometimes with deadly consequences. 

 

PINKNEY:  The audience amplify the violence, so it’s not just 

solely the individual that is spitting or rapping a particular lyric.  The audience also have an 

equal role to play, because they’re the ones that keep the fire burning.  They’re the ones that 

incite the violence, they’re the ones that want the violence to take place.  So what you find 

now is that young men or young women on these platforms, talking about the things that they 

want to do to people, and what the audience then do is say, go on, do it then, do it.  And if 
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PINKNEY cont: you do it, you get our respect, and that’s how you’re 

going to get my money, because if you do it then I’ll potentially buy your CD.  But if you 

don’t do it, and you seem like you’re an individual that’s just rapping and making things up, 

then you’re not going to be so popular.  And that’s scary.   

 

CONNOLLY:  So, it’s user generated violence? 

 

PINKNEY:  Yes. 

 

CONNOLLY:  With a view to identifying what plans the Government 

has to stem the bloody flow of knife and gun related murders across the country, we 

requested an interview with the Home Secretary, Sajid Javid.  He declined the offer, but we 

did receive a brief statement.  A spokesperson told us: 

  

READER IN STUDIO:  Our new Serious Violence Strategy puts a stronger 

focus on steering young people away from violence.  It examines how social media usage can 

drive violent crime and focuses on building on the progress and relationships made with 

social media providers and the police to identify where we can take further, preventative 

action relevant to tackling serious violence.  The Government is working with social media 

companies to raise the level of online safety.  We are clear that internet companies must go 

further and faster to tackle illegal content online. 

  

CONNOLLY:  We then spoke with Labour MP for Croydon Central, 

Sarah Jones.  She chairs the All-Party Parliamentary Group on knife crime, and wants to 

come down hard on those who use social media to provoke violence.  

 

JONES:  I want action now.  I want action straightaway, and I 

think the new Home Secretary has a chance to do something before the summer.  Removing 

people from social media is a form of punishment and we should be using that more in the 

criminal justice system.  For those people that have been convicted of criminal offences, 

removing them from social media is a tool not just of punishment, but of protection of other 

people. 
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CONNOLLY:  Sarah Jones is also keen to see new legislation 

introduced that forces social media companies to keep a more watchful eye on what’s posted 

on their platforms.  

 

JONES:  We’re getting to the point where we need legislation to 

make sure they remove illegal content, because at the moment they don’t.  They are trying, 

they say, but they are not doing good enough and I think we need to do something where, if 

you don’t remove illegal content or specific illegal content over a certain period of hours, 

then there’s fines or there’s punishments of some kind.  I think we need to go there. 

 

MUSIC  

 

CONNOLLY:  Whilst, in the halls of power, the search for a political 

solution rumbles on, stabbings and shootings continue on our streets.  Indeed, File On 4 has 

seen evidence posted on social media platforms of warring gangs discussing scoreboards – 

and a deadly, tit-for-tat game in which one murder is equal to one point on that board.  I’ve 

been keen to put all of this to a gang member that’s currently involved in the drill music 

scene.  And, finally, I have the chance.  We meet in a London hotel.  When he arrives he’s 

nervous, twitchy and wearing a balaclava.  He checks the entire room for cameras before, 

eventually, he sits and we start to record.  We’ve had an actor say his words.  

On a day to day basis do you carry weapons? 

 

ANON GANG MEMBER:  Myself, I don’t need to.  My gang does.  The knives 

right now are crazy.  I’ve been stabbed, but it went through me so cleanly that I didn’t even 

feel it. 

 

CONNOLLY:  Tell me about that then, you being stabbed. 

  

ANON GANG MEMBER:  Yeah, I’ve been stabbed and shot.  It’s mad.  Obviously 

it’s traumatising, but it’s hand in hand, it comes with the game. 

 

CONNOLLY:  If there’s a vendetta, how do you go about planning a 

revenge attack? 
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ANON GANG MEMBER:  The ins and outs?  I just pay someone, personally.  I 

don’t care how they get it sorted, I just pay someone and they can do what they want to do.  If 

you want them to be harmed, for example, they can be harmed.  If you want them to be 

killed, they can be killed.  I’ve never personally killed anyone.  I’m just declaring that now.  

 

CONNOLLY:  He goes on to tell me about the role drill music plays in 

his life – and in his gang.  

 

ANON GANG MEMBER:  Drill music is rage, it’s fury, it’s love.  A lot of passion 

in it, you can hear it.  But it’s looked down upon. It’s not fuelling violence at all.  It 

glamorises the life, 100%, but does it incite it?  Does it fuel what’s happening right now in 

London?  No way. 

 

CONNOLLY:  If rival gangs are issuing direct threats to each other, 

how can you sit there and tell me it isn’t inciting violence? 

 

ANON GANG MEMBER:  Ultimately the choice lies with you, whether you want 

to retaliate or not.  The murder rates in London are crazy and it’s sad.  What’s spurring it on? 

It’s definitely not drill music though.  Closing down youth centres, the Government with all 

these cuts.  All this austerity is having a strain on working class families, and then you have 

poverty.  These kids are driven by poverty, but it’s not the music.  My gang we’re drillers, we 

drill, we make music, but it’s not the music what’s spurring on this surge in crime rate now in 

London. 

 

CONNOLLY:  Throughout our research for this programme, we’ve 

seen how drill videos, their lyrics, the gesture made that mimic stabbings and pulling gun 

triggers, can reflect, or even re-enact, real life events.  Huge numbers of people view these 

videos, many wade in to add their comments online, tallies of murder are posted and taunts 

are issued.  I spoke to another young man from London who’s not a gang member, but has 

been a victim of knife crime.  He believes all this does amplify what happens on the street.   

He’s using the name Benjamin as an alias.  We’ve had an actor say his words.  
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BENJAMIN:  Social media is like our BBC.  It’s like, you find out so 

much information through Snapchat, through Twitter, through Instagram.  You can go on all 

different accounts, then you find out who is affiliated with who, who has problems with who. 

But social media, it advances the amount of threats that you can make, because you don’t 

have to be at a bus stop shouting at someone across the road what you’re going to do to them. 

You can just type in your home, on your phone, or you can just type it in a McDonald’s and 

just send it.  It just quickens the threats.  

 

CONNOLLY:  Have you lost someone to knife crime?  

 

BENJAMIN:  I’ve lost multiple friends.  I’ve lost four friends in the 

past three years to knife crime and two of them were actually innocent bystanders. 

 

CONNOLLY:  Have you been attacked? 

 

BENJAMIN:  Yeah, many times.  People have tried and I’ve been 

stabbed myself before, and that. 

 

CONNOLLY:  So where were you stabbed?  

 

BENJAMIN:  I was stabbed in the side of the stomach, but it was 

kind of like a slice.  

 

CONNOLLY:  But that must have been terrifying, because had he 

actually done what he intended to do, you might not be sitting here with me now?  

 

BENJAMIN:  Yeah, that is very true.  Like I said, it’s becoming 

normalised.  I just got on with it. 

 

CONNOLLY:  You might say he’s been lucky.  But in some cases that 

have resulted in deaths, specifically murder cases, we’ve also seen worrying social media 

chatter, commenting in detail about court proceedings and those involved in them.  Some of 

those comments reveal the fact that witnesses have spoken to police and the words ‘snitching’ 
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CONNOLLY cont: and ‘exposing gangs’ are used.  In the case of 

Abdullahi Tarabi, the judge spoke of his frustration that more people didn’t come forward 

with information. 

 

READER IN STUDIO:  It is very unfortunate when we have trials where a life 

has been lost and so many people refuse to cooperate.  Who knows what would have 

happened if they had cooperated. 

 

CONNOLLY:  In cases like this, could a reluctance to come forward 

be in part down to being targeted online?  We’ve seen repeated threats to people that have 

acted as witnesses in murder cases, and File on 4 has found photos of witness statements and 

other sensitive documents being posted on Twitter accounts.  Some of these documents were 

the subject of reporting restrictions, as they mention people whose identities should be 

protected by court orders – usually because they were under 18.  Andrew Hall QC is a 

barrister with experience of similar cases.  He told us this could have implications for the 

justice system.  

 

HALL:  The idea of posting their witness statements online for 

the whole world to see is a new and very troubling development.  I’m not surprised to hear 

that it’s happened, but I am anxious that it’s looked at very carefully and thought is given to 

how to prevent this sort of thing from happening.  It’s a really serious, really serious matter. 

 

CONNOLLY:  In one such case where restrictions were in place, we 

found the name and photographs of a young defendant posted online, which remained up 

even after he was acquitted of the charges he faced.  In another, we found that a police 

statement made by a defendant had been posted online around the time the case began. 

Barrister Andrew Hall says a practice like this could have worrying consequences.  

 

HALL:  I think there’s always a realistic possibility that if this 

sort of thing goes on, witnesses will be intimidated and will refuse to cooperate, and potential 

witnesses will be unwilling to come forward – and that could become a serious problem for 

the criminal justice system, which relies on people being willing to testify. 
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CONNOLLY:  We also put our findings to Twitter.  They told us they 

wouldn’t comment on specific accounts for privacy and security reasons, but a spokesperson 

did say this:  

 

READER IN STUDIO:  We regularly work with law enforcement entities to 

support their investigations.  We’ve got a team that works 24/7, 365 days a year to deal with 

official legal requests.  Abuse and threats of violence are prohibited on our platform.  

 

CONNOLLY:  Since we made direct contact with Twitter, all of the 

links we sent which led to the statements have been taken down.  

 

MUSIC  

 

CONNOLLY:  While there is a relationship between what happens 

online and what happens on the street, it’s unclear as to how much one drives the other. 

What is certain, though, is that violence remains centre stage.  

 

BENJAMIN:  It shouldn’t be normal, but I’d say as the years have 

gone on and as I’ve got older, I’ve lost friends myself and it’s becoming normalised.  Drill 

music to me, it’s talking about life and what you do.  So if you’ve done that, you talk about it. 

This is their way of showing everyone how they’re living and what they’re doing and show 

the world that this stuff is really happening, it’s actually going on. 

 

https://help.twitter.com/forms/lawenforcement

