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Open Day
2 May 2015
Explore and discover the 
inspiring places, spaces, heritage 
and culture that make our city 
centre so special.

On Saturday 2 May 2015, you can have free access
to venues and events within the Cultural Quarter
that are usually closed to the public or normally
charge for admission. Look behind the scenes at
the Regent Theatre, explore the old court room 
inside Hanley Town Hall and experience what it’s 
like to present BBC TV’s Breakfast News.
 
Go behind the scenes at the Potteries Museum &
Art Gallery and learn more about the ceramic and 
natural history collections, take a stroll around the 
mini sculpture trail and call in at Bethesda Chapel 
to view the restoration works.
 
The City Centre’s first Cultural Quarter Open Day 
will see buildings of every age, style and function 
throw open their doors. It is a unique opportunity 
to discover fantastic architecture and the hidden 
gems that lurk within them whilst enjoying  a wide 
range of tours, events and activities that bring
local heritage and culture to life. Come and see 
the best the city centre has to offer – FOR FREE!

Free parking all day on John 
Street multi–storey car park.

Free Event



4 Broad Street, City Centre
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 4HL

For the Cultural Quarter Open
Day, AirSpace Gallery will be
presenting Indefinable Cities.

11am–5pm 

A
irS

pa
ce

 G
al

le
ry

M
itc

he
ll 

A
rt

s C
en

tr
e Broad Street, City Centre
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Tours: 11am & 1pm

Drop in craft & art workshops
in the Spitfire Cafe at:

10am–12pm & 2pm–4pm

Mitchell Arts Centre is a youth charity operating within the 
heart of the Cultural Quarter and manages a performing 
arts venue with a 300 seat auditorium, dance studio, 
workshop space and the Spitfire Cafe Bar. There will be 
‘behind the scenes’ tours of the venue, as well as crafts 
and arts workshops for the whole family to enjoy.
    
Building tour must be booked in advance.
To book call the Box Office on 01782 409307
boxoffice@mitchellartscentre.co.uk

AirSpace Gallery and Tsukiyo to Syonen (Osaka, Japan) 
are working together to realise this ambitious project 
which forms a dialogue between artists in Japan and the 
UK, to explore the nature of artist-led activity in the two 
countries. 

Indefinable Cities features the work of six artists–three 
from the UK - Emily Speed, Ben Cove and Rebecca 
Chesney and 3 from Japan -Ayaka Nishi, Hirofumi Suzuki 
and Daiki Murakami.  The exhibition will open at AirSpace 
Gallery and then move to Japan, where the works will be 
exhibited at 6 venues across the country. 

For more information call 01782 261221
mail@airspacegallery.org / airspacegallery.org

51–53 Piccadilly, City Centre
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 1HR

10am–6pm

Workshop demos between
12pm–3pm 
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Entrepreneurs is a city centre retail store, specialising in 
urban streetwear, sneakers and artist supplies. They also 
act as a creative hub, boasting a gallery space and screen 
printing workshop on the first floor above the retail space.

The Upstairs Gallery at the Entrepreneurs Store will be 
showing brand new work from Manchester based graffiti 
artist Krek, all day between 10am and 6pm. Krek’s work 
also adorns the front of The Sugarmill on Brunswick Street 
in mural form.

Between 12pm–3pm the Present Workshops will be open 
for short demos and free of charge practical screen 
printing workshops, with the opportunity to sign up for 
extended workshops and memberships. Beyond the open 
day, the workshops extend to cover bookbinding, letter 
press printing and sign painting – all led by leading 
industry practitioners. 

01782 289309
info@ntrprnrs.com / ntrprnrs.com

42 Cheapside, City Centre
Stoke-on-Trent ST1 1JJ

Timed tours between 10am–
4pm (must be pre-booked as
places are limited)    
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City Centre, ST1 1HE

One hour tours at 10.30am, 
12pm, 1.30pm & 3pm

(Max 10 people per tour) 

Come along for a tour of the building. Find out what the 
station has to offer as the city’s FM community radio 
station. Explore what it is like to be interviewed,  try your 
hand at being a DJ and read out the local news.

To book please call Angela on 01782 251000

This is a rare opportunity to see behind the scenes at BBC 
Radio Stoke and put faces to the voices you hear on the 
radio. You will meet the presenters, tour the studios and 
see where the programmes, news and sport are 
produced. And it’s not just radio—see what BBC Midlands 
Today get up to in Stoke-on-Trent. You can also 
experience what it’s like to present BBC TV’s Breakfast 
News and visit parts of the building that the public never 
see. It’s the first time the station has opened its doors 
since 2009, so tours are likely to fill up quickly.

To book call 01782 208080 (Weekdays, 9am–3pm) 
reception.stoke@bbc.co.uk

Albion Street, City Centre
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 1QL

Escorted tours at 10.30am, 
12pm, 1.30pm & 3pm

(max 15 people per tour)
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This stunning grade 2 listed building has been the seat of 
power for the Stoke-on-Trent area for over 150 years. The 
former 38 bedroom Queens Hotel (attached to the Victoria 
Hall) became Hanley Town Hall in 1888. See the old court 
rooms and who knows what else — as the corridors are 
said to be haunted. 

To book call Tim Steele on 01782 232631

Regent Theatre
Piccadilly, Stoke-on-Trent, 
Staffordshire ST1 1AP

Victoria Hall
Bagnall Street, City Centre
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3AD

10am–4pm 

Ever wondered what goes on behind the scenes of a live,
working theatre? Well now’s your chance to find out. Join
The Regent Theatre and Victoria Hall on 2 May as for the
first time ever, the doors to both beautiful venues will be 
open to the general public.

We’ll be running special technical demonstrations on 
stage, giving customers the opportunity to quiz members 
of staff about their jobs and life in theatre and putting on 
special dance and drama performances–as well as 
offering exclusive ticket offers for our upcoming shows.
 
There’s also plenty for the kids to get involved in, with lots 
of great activities including a reader’s corner and maybe 
even a surprise or two. This event is totally FREE – 
including tea and coffee, so don’t miss out! 

For further information call 01782 213808
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Bethesda Street, City Centre
Stoke-on-Trent ST1 3RS

Tours at 10.15am, 11.30am
& 12.45pm (max 12 people 
per tour)    
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l 35–37 Albion Street, City Centre
Stoke–on–Trent, ST1 1QF

Open 12pm–2.30pm

No booking required

Bethesda was first built in 1797 and extended to the 
building you see today in 1819. Known as the Cathedral of 
the Potteries, having seating for 3,000 people, the chapel 
was always full for services during its Victorian heyday. 
Due to falling congregation numbers the chapel closed in 
1985. Historic Chapels Trust acquired Bethesda in 2002 
and the Friends of Bethesda were formed in 2003. 
Bethesda is currently a restoration project in progress. 

Located in the City Central Library, City Archives holds 
fascinating records related to the history of the city and its 
people and makes them available to visitors to its reading 
rooms. The tours will include a chance to see documents 
from the thirteenth century, pattern books from famous 
names in the pottery industry, records of Bethesda chapel 
and many other treasures.

To book call the City Archives on 01782 238420 
stoke.archives@stoke.gov.uk

Bethesda Street, City Centre
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3DW

One hour ‘behind the scenes’
tours at 10.30am, 12.30pm 
& 2.30pm

Hoard talks at 11.30am,
1.30pm & 3.30pm
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‘Bombs’ Bullets and Bayonets’ is a presentation about the 
weapons of trench warfare illustrated by a unique range of 
real, deactivated, weapons and ammunition. The talk by 
Andy Robertshaw ranges from the Webley Revolver to 
trench mortars by way of grenades and all the other 
munitions developed during the Great War. 

Discover ten deadly secrets of the animals and plants 
stored in the National History Department. Hear the story 
of the mummified cat and find out what is so deadly about 
the puffer fish. Discover some hidden treasures in our 
ceramics store in this ‘behind the scenes’ tour. 

Staffordshire Hoard Tour — Explore the dazzling and 
mysterious Staffordshire Hoard under the guidance of our 
expert curator Deb Klemperer, who was present when it 
was unearthed and has worked closely with it ever since. 

To book call the front desk on 01782 232323 
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Sentinel House, Bethesda 
Street, City Centre, ST1 3GN

Tours at 10am, 11am & 12pm

(max 15 people per tour)

Booking essential 

For 160 years, The Sentinel has been chronicling life in 
North Staffordshire and the surrounding area. The 
Staffordshire Daily Sentinel was the first daily newspaper 
in the North Staffordshire, making its appearance on April 
15, 1873, published at the old Cheapside offices. Always 
staying close to home, The Sentinel moved back to the 
city centre in 2013 to the two-storey former Bethesda 
Sunday School. Come and see the secure archive which 
stores The Sentinel’s extensive microfilm collection which 
boasts every page of every Sentinel produced between 
1854 and 2000.

To book please call 01782 864100
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Whilst every effort has been made to ensure that the 
information is correct, the publishers accept no liability 
for the accuracy of the information provided. 
Please check details with individual sites before 
visiting through their websites or by telephone.


