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Djazmi 
Good evening.  Corsets, dating and the music hall are all on this week’s agenda.  Coming up: 

Peter White will be experiencing an enhanced tour at the Victoria and Albert Museum.  But 

first let me introduce my two guests who are here to talk about their experiences of dating.  

Angus Huntley and Paula Page, thank you very much for joining me in the studio. 

 

First of all Paula, any particularly memorable experiences of dating? 

 

Paula, it’s quite fun, isn’t it, dating, have you had any particularly memorable experiences 

good or bad? 

 

Page 
I had an interesting one.  We decided we were going to go to the cinema and watch a movie 

and this was quite good really because there was audio description for the movie, so I thought 

well this will be good.  And we went and sadly the audio description didn’t work and my date 

spent half the movie out in the front desk trying to get the audio description to work. 

 

Djazmi 
Which must have made you feel pretty awkward I would imagine? 

 

Page 
It did make me feel awkward because I felt bad for him having to go out and miss half the 

movie trying to sort it out and then it never did get sorted out.  So he had to describe certain 

bits to me and so yeah I felt like it wasn’t a very good start. 

 



Djazmi 
Well I once went on a date to a museum which wasn’t particularly successful.  For one thing 

in those years you weren’t allowed to touch.  The reason I mention museums is because our 

next item comes from one of the country’s most famous – The Victoria and Albert here in 

London.  

 

Museums can be pretty frustrating if you can’t see, whether you’re there on a romantic 

pretext or not.  You’ve got a fascinating artefact just inches away from your fingers but it’s 

behind glass and all you can do is take a vicarious enjoyment from the sighted people cooing 

in admiration around you. 

 

But maybe I’m being unfair because these days many museums are doing their bit to include 

us.  The V&A, for example, has a blind access officer. Well not to be outdone by Gary 

O’Donoghue’s tour around Parliament last week, Peter White’s been on one of his own.  He’s 

recently experienced an enhanced tour at the Victoria and Albert, all about the decline of the 

British music hall and based around the paintings of the artist Walter Sickert who was 

fascinated by the music halls and their colourful performers. 

 

White 
For years I’ve been seeing these special events that the V&A put on for visually impaired 

people and thought I’d really like to go to this and I’ve never actually made it but I’ve finally 

done it because I saw that one of these was on music hall which is a bit of a passion of mine.  

So we’re in the theatre and performance gallery and Kate Bailey is going to be curating this 

event, to which we’ve got about a dozen visually impaired people who’ve come along. 

 

Kate, what am I actually going to see and hear?  Why music hall? 

 

Bailey 

Music halls are a real lost genre of performance history and we really wanted to put on an 

installation that would tell the story of a lost music hall.  We focused on one in particular, 

called the Bedford, and we’ve tried to create stories and memories around the Bedford. 

 

White 
So this will go, as it were, with the bigger exhibition but you’ve actually picked things out 

which visually impaired people can get up close to? 

 

Bailey 
Yes I’ve added a layer of more sensory experiences for the visually impaired visitor, so today 

we’re going to talk you through some of the key objects but also I’ve added a layer of scent 

to inspire people about what the music hall might have been like and also to tell the story of 

our characters in the music hall.  And I have some costumes which can be handled as well to 

sort of give a sense of how the costumes would have been in the music hall stage. 

 

White 
Right, well fantastic, they’re getting impatient, I’ll let you get on with your job. 

 

Bailey 
Thank you, thank you.  

 

Clip – Music Hall singing 



 

Bailey 
Gather round, gather round.  I’ll shout as loud as I can.  Very nice to meet you all.  The 

display I’m going to talk to you about specifically today is something I curated on – “Music 

Hall”.  I’ve worked with our theatre practitioners to help bring the subject to life, so rather 

than just displaying the objects we’ve tried to weave a story around the collection and then 

filmed sequences of events that try and capture what the music hall was like in 1905.  The 

installation is called “Music Hall, Sickert and the Three Graces”.  At the turn of the 20
th

 

Century entertainment by and for the people was at its peak in Britain…. 

 

Music 

 

Bailey 
So just to get an idea of our – our music hall costume, there’s the boning of the corset that the 

fabric – you can imagine what that would have felt like and how that would have restricted 

your performance.  And then the hoops of the base of the skirt – very thick.  It’s very heavy 

isn’t it?  Yes.  I can’t imagine what it….. like a hoop from the skirt.  [Chatting] yes quite 

gathered.   

 

It’s not actually Edwardian, it’s a copy that we use.  We do lots of educational workshops 

where people can actually try these on and imagine what it would have actually been like to 

wear.  [Chatting] 

 

Music 

 

Ginley 
My name is Barry Ginley, I’m Equality and Access Officer. 

 

White 
I’m quite fascinated because you told me that you’re not actually a big art aficionado, so what 

do you think you bring to this operation – you’re blind yourself? 

 

Ginley 
I think I like to feel that I bring a clarity and I feel that I can sort of step back, I don’t have the 

hang ups that some artists or designers may have. 

 

White 
So you’re the guinea pig really? 

 

Ginley 
If you like yes. 

 

White 
There is a film that’s going with what we’re going to see this morning, now I watched that – 

well sort of watched it as a blind person and it’s not very vocal, I mean how will that be 

followed by people this morning? 

 

Ginley 
This again is where we have some of our problems because we may not own the rights to the 

film so therefore the accessibility can be a problem. 



 

White 
Well we’ll see how they get round it Barry. 

 

Ginley 
Yeah Kate Bailey is really up for doing the talk and she’s a very good speaker. 

 

Bailey 
So The Boy I Love is such a key part of the interpretation to our story.  Do you know the 

song?  Yes?  And it’s actually quite lovely to introduce this song into the V&A in this way.  

But the title of the song is also the title of one of Sickert’s paintings and it’s off little Dot 

Hetherington and she’s actually standing pointing at the gallery, so she’s pointing to the boy 

that she loves up in the gallery.  So there’s this lovely kind of reference between her and the 

face in the crowd, so I think it’s a fantastic song that Marie Lloyd made her own.  So we’re 

going to head into the box now.  Hopefully you’ll notice an aroma as we walk in. 

 

White 
Right, we’ve been promised an aroma so I’m going to try and detect it.  Can’t smell anything 

yet!  

 

Bailey 
Can you smell anything?  No, not yet.  Have to squeeze them harder.  [Chatting]  The aroma 

of the music hall I think was quite pungent, perhaps as people had just come from their 

factory jobs and the smoke and the drink, so they used to try and use oranges to disguise the 

smell. 

 

White 
Oh right, well I’ve actually got to the piano, I wonder if it – it doesn’t play, you can’t get a 

noise out of it. 

 

Marion 
I’m Marion. 

 

White 
Hello Marion.  

 

Marion 
Hello Peter. 

 

White 
Hi.  What have you thought of it so far? 

 

Marion 
I think it’s a very rich and exciting environment to be in. 

 

White 
Are you into music halls? 

 

Marion 



Well I love Sickert, so I’ve found it interesting in terms of the way in which they’ve tried to 

evoke the world that he painted.  So I think that’s what has interested me.  But more than that 

it just sets the period alive and the [indistinct words] and lots of factual information, it’s just 

very enriching. 

 

White 
I mean forgive me, I mean how easy would you have found it to see stuff and work out what 

was there? 

 

Marion 
Well I’m partially sighted, quite seriously partially sighted but I’m passionate about museums 

and galleries so I do try and go to exhibitions on a regular basis. 

 

Bailey 
So there’s the sink next door, there’s the mirror next door, so now Grace is walking up to the 

mirror, she’s very, very beautiful, Patricia Lovelin, very elegant actress and she’s going to 

look into that mirror and then it’s going to take her back to 1905. 

 

White 
I’ve drawn Christina aside because I think you come to quite a few of these don’t you? 

 

Christina 
I do, I do. 

 

White 
Now these are special events, they’re kind of adjuncts to exhibitions, how helpful is that to 

you for appreciating these kinds of exhibitions? 

 

Christina 
I think they’re amazingly helpful, these people work very, very hard to give us these keys to 

these doors to open. 

 

White 
A highlight of this morning for you? 

 

Christina 
This morning?  There are so many highlights. 

 

White 
I enjoyed the corsets I have to say. 

 

Christina 
I see.  Well I have worn dresses like that on stage and so – so it was quite interesting again. 

 

Bailey 
Mary, can we have a quick word? 

 

White 
Just tell us what you’ve thought of this morning and this… 

 



Mary 
It’s brilliant.  I’ve heard few people, if anyone, who is better than this woman.  I mean she’s 

got background noise, interruptions, the plebs mutter a bit at the back occasionally and she’s 

always audible and I’m pushing 80, I’m 78. 

 

White 
Now I still think you’re too young to have been at the peak of the music hall era but are you 

interested in music hall? 

 

Mary 
I used to enjoy it when I was young and did you ever know Jim Field? 

 

White 
Jim Field? 

 

Mary 
He was a blind man who lived in the East End? 

 

White 
Don’t think I did no. 

 

Mary 
He used to say – You remind me of Nelly Wallace – and I used to sing – Why am I always 

the bridesmaid. 

 

White 
So were you not – were you tempted to join in with the Boy I Love then this morning? 

 

Mary 
Oh god I did. 

 

White 
You did 

 

Mary 
The boy I love is up in the gallery, the boy I love is…. 

 

Music 

 

Djazmi 
Peter White reporting with a little bit of help from his friends and Mary deserved those rich 

applause indeed.  The exhibition Sickert and the Three Graces runs until the 5
th

 January, 

admission is free and there’ll be more details on our website.  I suppose you could say that 

we’re partly responsible for the decline of music hall, not this programme obviously but 

certainly radio and the movies played their part.  

 

Still with me in the studio are Paula Page and Angus Huntley to talk about their experiences 

of dating.  I mentioned earlier that I had a particularly unsuccessful one at a museum.  

Basically what happened was that we were going around this very interesting exhibition and I 

had audio description, which I find at museums is pretty useless, and I couldn’t touch 



anything, so the date I was with spent all her time describing everything to me, which made 

me feel bad, which made her feel bad and it made me feel bad that she was feeling bad.  So 

all in all it was a bit of a disaster and there wasn’t a second one. 

 

Paula, I mean that’s a bit like your experience going to watch a film and your sighted date 

spending half the time trying to find audio description for you.  How easy is it to have 

equality especially on a first date or an early date? 

 

Page 
I think it’s fairly difficult because I feel personally that I’m always at a slight disadvantage, 

just being frank about things, if you’re going to something with somebody of the opposite sex 

you can’t even ask easily to find the toilet.  There’s lots of situations like that especially if 

you don’t know them terribly well and you’ve always got to ask for help to be guided 

somewhere, it is fairly difficult. 

 

Huntley 
Certainly in the initial stages I think people don’t quite understand your blindness and its 

implications.  When you’re dating someone who also has a sight problem at least you have 

that in common so that kind of barrier or awkwardness just disappears really and that can 

make you feel a lot more at ease very quickly. 

 

Djazmi 
There was someone who once said to me well the best thing for you is to just go out with a 

blind person because it’s just easier and you understand each other.  But to be honest I found 

that quite offensive. 

 

Page 
I’ve been out with blind or visually impaired and sighted people and I don’t think it matters.  

I think initially there’s a big difference but I think as you get to know somebody then things 

get easier and obviously you have mutual feelings for each other then you break down those 

barriers but I’m a bit like you, when somebody says to me oh perhaps you could find your 

network of blind people and meet somebody it gets my back up, makes me very angry, even 

though I’ve had blind partnerships that have worked out well. 

 

Djazmi 
Let’s be frank Paula, do you think sighted people are put off dating blind people? 

 

Page 
Yes, I think so.  Obviously it does work in some cases but I think mostly yes they are. 

 

Djazmi 
So do you think it takes a certain type of sighted person to see beyond the disability? 

 

Page 
Yes I think maybe that’s it, yeah, it is a certain type of person. 

 

Djazmi 
What about finding a potential date in the first place, I mean it’s not exactly like your eyes 

can lock across a crowded room is it Paula, how have you managed to find your dates? 

 



Page 
Mostly it’s been through friends and just being introduced to somebody through a friend.  I 

have tried online dating.  I found it all a little bit daunting and I didn’t really have very much 

success with it. 

 

Djazmi 
Did you mention on your profile – I mean for those who aren’t au fait with the business of 

online dating it’s basically where you write extremely positively about yourself and hope that 

somebody will find that interesting – did you mention that you’re blind? 

 

Page 
I actually put that I’m a guide dog owner and so I… 

 

Djazmi 
So you were subtle about it? 

 

Page 
I don’t know if it’s subtle or not, I kind of thought I was being subtle but I thought if I put 

that people are going to know that I’m blind but I’m not mentioning the dreaded word blind 

which always sounds to me so negative, although I like to use it because it is what I am. 

 

Djazmi 
But did you mention it when you went on a date with somebody from the website, did you 

say to them just in case you missed that bit I am blind or did you just leave it and meet them? 

 

Page 
We chatted quite a lot online beforehand, so yeah I did tell him that I’m blind and well he 

picked that up anyway, so it was fine. 

 

Djazmi 
So how successful was the date? 

 

Page 
He’s a lovely guy and we were friends enough but I realised that I wasn’t attracted to him, so 

I actually kind of told him. 

 

Djazmi 
You dumped him? 

 

Page 
Yeah well, I told him very nicely that I wasn’t attracted in that way. 

 

Djazmi 
Did you sense that his ego took much of a beating by the fact that he was dumped by a blind 

person? 

 

Page 
He was very nice about it as well but we haven’t really spoken very much since, so I think 

yeah, I think perhaps his ego did take a bit of a battering really.  I felt a bit bad about it. 

 



Huntley 
I’ve never used online dating sites before so my wife and I got together in 2004 and then I 

think social media and that type of dating experience was just in its infancy.  I mean 

broadband wasn’t even a common thing back in 2004, I certainly didn’t have it. 

 

Djazmi 
How primitive those days were. 

 

Huntley 
Yeah exactly. 

 

Djazmi 
But of course it’s the party season Angus that we’re in now, do you think that a party makes 

for a good or a bad environment for a blind person who wants to meet someone or knows that 

someone’s there? 

 

Huntley 
Well it worked for me, is all I can say.  So to put that in a bit of context – I was introduced to 

my wife by friends.  My friends and her were both acting in the same play in an amateur 

dramatics group and I went to the after show party – I was invited along because they thought 

we might get on.  And it worked for us but it is quite a difficult environment I’d say because 

of the noise, because there’s so many people.  But if you’re outgoing and just relax a bit then 

yes maybe it can work. 

 

Djazmi 
What about Paula, I don’t know if you’ve ever been to a party or similar kind of social event 

where you know that someone you fancy is there – how do you chase them around? 

 

Page 
With difficulty.  It depends on the party.  Now I’ve been to parties where there’s been lots of 

visually impaired people and if you’re familiar with the environment following somebody 

around isn’t too difficult but if it’s a strange place and if it’s like mostly sighted people then I 

find that can be difficult because I tend to sit in one spot and feel a bit too shy to actually 

wander around and find people to say hello to. 

 

Huntley 
Yeah I mean I don’t find that – once I know where I’m going around a place – I don’t find 

that a problem.  I’m quite happy to just wander around, leave my dog with my wife 

sometimes and wander around with my cane on the pretext that yeah I’m going up to the bar, 

I’ll get you a drink and I’ll be back in a minute and then I get side tracked.  I’m not always 

very popular because of that. 

 

Djazmi 
I’m not surprised.  So to round up then – based on your experiences of dating is there one do 

or don’t that has always stuck in your mind? 

 

Huntley 
I suppose the do is just be yourself because that’s who you are and a person’s either going to 

like you for who you are or they’re not. 

 



Page 
And try and be confident, that’s easier said than done if you’re quite a shy person but so try 

and have the confidence to chat and to be open really. 

 

Djazmi 
My thanks to Paula Page and Angus Huntley.  And we’ll be returning to this tricky issue of 

dating in the New Year.  But that’s all for this week.  For details of the exhibition or to leave 

your comments, you can contact the Radio 4 Actionline for 24 hours after the programme is 

broadcast, that’s on 0800 044 044.  Or you can e-mail us at intouch@bbc.co.uk.   

 

Peter White’s back next week but until we meet again, from me, Mani Djazmi, producer 

Cheryl Gabriel and the team, goodbye. 
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