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Sunday Worship - Radio 4
Bethel United Reformed Church, Sketty -  TX: 27 February 2011
PLEASE NOTE: This script cannot exactly reflect the transmission, as it was prepared before the service was broadcast. It may include editorial notes prepared by the producer, and minor spelling and other errors that were corrected before the radio broadcast.

It may contain gaps to be filled in at the time so that prayers may reflect the needs of the world, and changes may also be made at the last minute for timing reasons, or to reflect current events.

R4 Opening anno   
BBC Radio 4, time now for Sunday Worship which comes this morning from South Wales and is introduced by our preacher the Revd Dr Noel Davies
Item 1:  INTRODUCTION – Rev. Noel Davies
Croeso i Abertawe. Welcome to Swansea. Our theme this morning will be ‘Facing anxiety with courage’. This is in response to two words of encouragement from the Bible: ‘Do not be afraid; seek God’s kingdom’, words we surely need to hear.  In a fragile and unjust world God’s kingdom gives us a foundation and a goal. It reminds us too that the strength of God’s love in Jesus gives us courage to face the future with hope. 
For our worship today, members of the congregation here at Sketty United Reformed Church are joined by members of Sketty Methodist Church (as well as members of the Swansea Philharmonic Choir). Their ministers, the Revd Kim Fabricius and the Revd John Wiseman, will share in leading our worship. This coming week, the people of Wales will celebrate Dydd Gŵyl Ddewi, St David’s Day. We will remember again the ancient traditions that have shaped us, celebrate what we have become and repent for our failures as peoples and as a nation. Here in Swansea, officially a city of refuge, where people fleeing persecution and danger are made welcome and helped, we are reminded again of Dewi’s emphasis on welcome and hospitality for all who are among us.
We begin our worship with a hymn of praise to God:	

Item 2: HYMN: Praise to the Lord  (Tune: Lobe den Herren)  
1. Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation:
     come ye who hear,
     brothers and sisters, draw near,
praise him in glad adoration.

2. Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth,
bears thee on eagle’s wings, and through all troubles sustaineth:
     Hast thou not seen
     all that is needful hath been
granted in what he ordaineth?

3. Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee!
Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee:
     Ponder anew
     What the Almighty can do,
who with his love doth befriend thee

4. Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him!
     Let the Amen
     sound from his people again:
gladly for aye we adore him.
Words:  Joachim Neander (1650-80)
Tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-78)
 Music: 	Straslund Gesangbuch, 1665
As in The Chorale Book of England, 1863

											



Item 3: OPENING PRAYER – Rev Kim Fabricius 
Let us pray.
God, source of creation and love, we praise you that the miracles and wonders of creation have their origins in you and that all life and love come from your will and purpose. We give you thanks that you have woven into the fabric of the universe the purposes of your love and grace. 
So with all your people in heaven and on earth
ALL:  God of creation and love, we praise you.
God, with us, among us and for us in Jesus, we praise you that, in him, you became our vulnerable companion, walking our way and, on the cross, setting us free from all that paralyses and oppresses us, even death itself. 
We thank you that, in him, we have known your compassion and forgiveness, and have touched and seen things beyond sight. We praise you that in him you have raised us to live his resurrected life now and in eternity.
So with all your people in heaven and on earth
ALL: God of self-giving and freedom, we praise you.
God, energy of renewal and restoration, we praise you that through your Spirit, your energy has been at work from the beginning, hovering over the depths of our lives, with creativity and encouragement. We give you thanks that your Spirit has energized apostles, saints and martyrs to witness to the risen Jesus, in this land of Wales and among all peoples. We praise you that your Spirit is still at work transforming lives, renewing faith and restoring hope among nations throughout the world.
So with all your people in heaven and on earth
ALL:  Restoring and renewing God, we offer you our praise and thanksgiving. 
Unite our praise with the worship of all your saints.  For we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, who taught us when we pray, to say:

Item 4: Lord’s Prayer: ALL
Our Father in heaven
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
											
Item 5: LINK – Kim
J.S. Bach’s chorale, Jesu, joy of man’s desiring, is a reflection on our journey of faith: drawn by ‘love most bright’, our souls ‘soar to uncreated light’ and ‘with the fire of life impassioned’, soaring and dying, we are called to strive ‘to truth unknown’.

Item 6: CHOIR: Jesu, joy of man’s desiring (J.S.Bach)
Jesu,  joy of man's desiring,
Holy wisdom, love most bright;
Drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring
Soar to uncreated light.
Word of God, our flesh that fashioned,
With the fire of life impassioned,
Striving still to truth unknown,
Soaring, dying round Thy throne.

Item 7: READING 1 –  Revd Ivor Rees – (Isaiah 43: 1-3a, 5a) 
Our Old Testament reading is from the book of Isaiah chapter 43. The prophet is writing during the crisis of the Babylonion exile – six centuries before Christ.
But now, this is what the Lord says –
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name; you are mine.
When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you;
and when you pass through the rivers,
they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through the fire, 
you will not be burned;
the flames will not set you ablaze.
For I am the Lord, your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour...
Do not be afraid, for I am with you.
(New International Version)

Item 8: LINK - Kim
Our second hymn, Through the love of God our Saviour, is sung to one of the best known Welsh airs, Ar hyd y nos / All through the night.


Item 9:  HYMN – Through The Love Of God Our Saviour  





Item 10:  READING 2 – Mrs Pat Davies   
A reading from Matthew Chapter 6, beginning at verse 24.
24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and mammon. 25 "Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O men of little  faith? 31Therefore do not be anxious, saying, `What shall we eat?' or `What shall we drink?' or `What shall we wear?' 32 For the Gentiles seek all these things; and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well. 34 "Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Let the day's own trouble be sufficient for the day.

Item 11: LINK – Kim
Our next hymn also encourages us to put our trust in God – Seek ye first the Kingdom of God. It is based on words from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount	




Item 12: HYMN: Seek ye first the kingdom of God
Item 13: FIRST REFLECTION: Noel
Dewi Sant (St David) lived during the sixth century. Born in South West Wales, he travelled widely within Wales as an evangelist and pilgrim. He even went on pilgrimage as far as Jerusalem, where he was made Bishop by the Patriarch. In some ways he’s a mysterious figure, a whisper in the mists of a Celtic spirituality which in its very struggle to sustain existence must be rather disconnected with our lives today. There are several miraculous stories of course. What is pretty certain is that he lived a simple and disciplined life of faith and service. His reputation, passed down reliably, suggests – above all – a good man, whose life was inspired by Christ. 
Can this St David with his celtic and catholic spirituality inspire and encourage Jesus’ disciples today? I think he can.
Take, for example, his simple, ascetic way of living under strict Christian discipline. It’s all very well for monks like David to encourage a simple way of life – he lived a monastic life in a very different world – but when you’ve just been made redundant, when job prospects are rather bleak or when benefits on which you’ve depended to sustain your family have been reduced, then it’s a very different matter. Unlike Dewi, we live in a society where the economic and material aspects of our lives are important for our survival as individuals, families and communities. Can we still live simply? Can we avoid being ‘anxious about tomorrow’ with a mountain of debt piling over us?
It is, of course, a personal call. Christ’s followers are obviously challenged not to give priority to amassing personal, material wealth, but to see their lives from a different perspective. When we have the basic necessities that enable us to live with meaning and dignity and hope, then we are called to look beyond ourselves and our needs, and seek to be guided by kingdom priorities. In the words set to the music by Bach, we are called to fix our gaze on ‘love most bright’, on ‘uncreated light’, to embrace ‘the fire of life impassioned’, and strive ‘to truth unknown’, with our eyes on the eternal life and love of God in Jesus. 
(M.P)
But it is also a challenge to our society as a whole.  The Kingdom imperative is to give priority to those on the margins, to build a community of belonging where the economic priority must be to provide a foundation and framework where those who are struggling are enabled to live their life with dignity, meaning and hope. People of faith are called to shape their lives not by building up their material resources, but by building up their spiritual capital so that their lives depend not on the quantity of their things but on the quality of their love.  They are called to share gladly all that they can.
Patrick Thomas, the Canon Chancellor of St David’s Cathedral, has studied Dewi and the saints of Wales over a lifetime, and he reminds us that David’s legacy is about mutual respect, lowliness and humility, homeliness, belonging and hospitality. These are surely fundamental values in a society that is rapidly moving away from the compassion and care that once characterized these nations. Modern economics has made us unprecedentedly rich even now. The tiger economies of the Far East have lifted millions from poverty and there is the hope that this will continue. But there are still millions of people in our world who live in poverty. Eradicating this poverty still has to be a priority for all of us. This commitment to ensure that poverty is over – here in the UK as everywhere else – has to start with the personal if it is to be consistent with kingdom values, or it ceases to be human and ceases to be life-giving. Dewi’s example could still help us on this difficult life-changing journey as we try to live out these testing demands of Jesus. 
But there is more to be said. The prophet whose words we heard earlier as well as Jesus himself, reminds us that human life is not just about the present. It is also about the future, the future that God has in mind for us and for God’s world. It is about facing that future with courage and hope and without fear:		






Item 14: READING 3  – Reader 3
A reading from the Revelation of John, Chapter 21. John’s vision on the Island of Patmos. 
  1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people(s), and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”  
5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”
									(New International Version)

Item 15: CHOIR:  (Final chorale from The Armed Man: 
A Mass for Peace by Karl Jenkins)
			
 


Item 16: SECOND REFLECTION – Noel
‘Do not be afraid, for I am with you’, said the prophet Isaiah in our first reading. Jesus said, ‘Do not be anxious for tomorrow’. John, in his Patmos vision, heard the risen Jesus promise a future without tears or crying, or pain, as that musical setting by Karl Jenkins has reminded us. All three of these voices assure us that whatever happens, God is present among us, empowering our present realities and shaping our future possibilities. When political and military powers threatened, or there was the danger of persecution at the hands of the Roman Empire in the first century, the assurance was: ‘Do not be afraid: I am making all things new! The world is being transformed and in this transformed world we will have resources beyond our imagining to sustain us and give us courage and hope.’ 
Can that promise still sustain us in the uncertainties and threats of the 21st century?   Can ‘do not be anxious about tomorrow’ still mean something? 
Jesus is certainly not advocating that his disciples live in some kind of cloud cuckoo land where we bury our heads in the sand and pretend that all the difficulties around us aren’t real and we don’t need to worry about anything. Nor is he advocating that we turn our backs and ignore the suffering and anxiety in our lives and the lives of others because ‘All will be well in the end’. ‘Seeking the kingdom’ – whatever else it may mean – certainly demands that we have our feet on the ground and share in the struggles for righteousness and justice, fairness and freedom for ourselves and for all around us. God’s kingdom cannot tolerate an unjust and unequal society. Nor is Jesus saying that if we pray persistently enough and if we believe strongly enough then we will not suffer the consequences of these processes and events. We cannot divert the real threats to us and to a fragile world. We confess God as almighty because of the infinite power of his love towards us, rather than because he intervenes in natural events on our behalf. 
But Jesus says that when these threatening and potentially devastating events happen then we have strength to empower us in the struggle as well as meaning and purpose beyond the struggle.
(M.P)
And the heart of that strength and meaning and purpose is love, the love shown in the coming of Jesus. The New Testament writer St Paul puts his finger on it in his famous letter to the Romans, Chapter 8. He’s speaking into situations which in many ways were far more extreme, far more fragile and uncertain than ours and yet his words speak to us too: Who (and he could just as easily have said ‘what’) can separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? (and you can translate these into their twenty first century equivalents and it speaks just as powerfully)… No in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced (notice the strength of Paul’s conviction here) that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth nor anything else in all creation (and there is nothing beyond that all-embracing list that can threaten in the 21st century any more than in the first) nothing in all creation that will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ (Romans 8: 35-39). So we will have resources of love beyond ourselves to cope with whatever happens.
When the Tsunami struck in Sri Lanka, one of Christian Aid’s senior staff, a native of Sri Lanka, was there on leave. She was asked to prepare worship material to help Christian Aid’s supporters to pray and act for the victims in Sri Lanka and elsewhere. She used as her focus words from Psalm 46: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging… The Lord Almighty is with us, the God of Jacob is our fortress.’ 
This promise is as true for us as it was for the Israelites for whom the destructive power of water brought fear and despair. Christians in all sorts of situations of persecution and want throughout the world draw the power of hope from such words. So can we. 
So, let us not be anxious!  Let us live with courage and hope, with our faith firmly fixed in the God who came with love in Jesus. In his death and resurrection Jesus won for us a victory over the powers of life and death, in time and in eternity. 


Item 17: LINK – Noel
Our next hymn, from the Scottish Metrical Psalter, is based on Psalm 46 drawn upon by the Christian Aid worker: God is our refuge and our strength.

Item 18: HYMN: God Is Our Refuge And Our Strength 
1. God is our refuge and our strength
in straits a present aid;
therefore, although the earth remove,
we will not be afraid:

2. Though hills amidst the seas be cast;
though waters roaring make,
and troubled be; ye though the hills
by swelling seas do shake.

3. A river is, whose streams make glad
the city of our God,
the holy place, wherein the Lord
most high hath his abode.

4. God in the midst of her doth dwell;
nothing shall her remove:
God unto her a helper will,
and that right early, prove.

			Scottish Metrical Psalm, 1650
			Tune:  Belmont (W. Gardiner’s Sacred Melodies, Vol  I, 1812
				Melody probably by William Gardiner [1769-1853])

Item 19: Prayers Of Confession and Intercession: (overleaf)
Rev John Wiseman: 

Item 19: Prayers Of Confession and Intercession: 
Rev John Wiseman: 
Let us pray:
We pray for all the peoples of the world.
Rejoicing in the rich diversity of humankind and in the traditions and cultures that have shaped us,  we confess our failure to live in harmony in your one world, our constant refusal to seek to create communities of justice, equality and freedom and our greater commitment to our own economic security and wealth than to eradicating the poverty of others.

Reader 4
Challenge us, we pray, to a new commitment to the ministry of peace and reconciliation in our broken world, to stand for justice and freedom for those who live under oppressive regimes and systems and to pray, act and give so that poverty may be over. Father, make us instruments of your kingdom of justice.

John:
God of all peoples and nations, we pray for the land and people of Wales and for all the peoples of these nations: rejoicing in our rich inheritance from saints and martyrs, prophets and evangelists, and giving thanks especially today for Saint David’s witness to the Gospel of love and welcome, salvation and hope. We confess that we have not lived up to his example, nor built this nation on the foundation of the demands of your kingdom of justice and peace, compassion and caring.

(M.P)








Reader 4:
Challenge us, we pray, to work together to bear witness to your Gospel and kingdom of love so that our society may be a place of welcome, hospitality and refuge for those from different religions and cultures, languages and nations that have made their home among us. Father, make us one family in you.
And as the people of Wales prepare for a referendum on future patterns of Welsh government, God of truth and mercy, we pray that we may together build a community of nations that fulfils your will and purpose.
John:
We pray for ourselves, all who share in our worship today, and all about whom we are anxious:
Release us, Lord, from the anxiety that paralyses our lives and lift our hearts to know again the courage and hope offered to us in the death and resurrection of Jesus. Help us to face whatever the future holds with confidence, not in our strength and resources, but in the strength, comfort and peace that comes from you, in the power of the Holy Spirit, our intercessor and comforter. Amen.
Item 20: CLOSING LINK – Kim
Our final hymn comes from the Iona community and celebrates the God who comes close to us. It is sung to the Welsh tune, Rhosymedre. ‘The love of God comes close’


Item  21: HYMN: The love of God comes close  (Tune: Rhosymedre) 
Item 22: BLESSINGS - Kim
BLESSINGS

DURATION

1
According to tradition, St David’s final words were: “And now, brothers and sisters, be happy and keep your faith and your belief, and do the little things that you have seen and heard in me.” So let us now pray that these gifts of grace may be at work among us all:
God our Father, we give you thanks for the example of David and for all that we have learnt together from saints and martyrs who have gone before us. May we live in the true happiness and joy of your kingdom, now and in eternity. May we keep our faith in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, in the power of your Holy Spirit, with confidence and hope. And may we live in loving obedience to Jesus Christ, your Son, whose example your saints have followed through the centuries. Give us, in our day, courage to face the future, whatever it may bring, free from anxiety and despair, confident in the infinite strength of your love in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 


2

 
“May the God of hope, fill you with joy and peace, as you practice your faith, so that you may overflow with hope”.


3

May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God and of his Son, Jesus Christ. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us all, now and always. Amen.


Item 23: PLAYOUT

Item 24: Closing anno from Radio 4
OUT WORDS: 
Sunday Worship this morning came live from Sketty United Reformed Church in Swansea and was led by the Rev Kim Fabricius (pronounced: FAB-RISH-US).  The preacher was the Reverend Dr Noel Davies and the Swansea Philharmonic Choir was directed by Clive John.  The organist was Christine Beynon , the accompanist, Susan Croall and the producer, Siân Baker. 
“Churches Together in Britain and Ireland are once more providing on line resources which might be of interest to listeners to Radio 4 worship programmes during Lent.  Their author, Dr Anne Richards, is our preacher next week when Sunday Worship comes live from the Bar Convent in York.  A link to this year’s resources, ‘The Unreconciled’ can be found on the Sunday Worship Web Page.



