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Please note:

This script cannot exactly reflect the transmission, as it was prepared before the service was broadcast. It may include editorial notes prepared by the producer, and minor spelling and other errors that were corrected before the radio broadcast.

It may contain gaps to be filled in at the time so that prayers may reflect the needs of the world, and changes may also be made at the last minute for timing reasons, or to reflect current events.

Sunday Worship
Called to live for Christ

TRANSMISSION DATE: Sunday 25th Apr 2010

Programme number: 10RM1611NH0
Charge Code: PAG-0071-MAR1
Live from:
Our Lady and the English Martyrs,
Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1JR

Radio 4 Opening Announcement:
BBC Radio 4. It’s ten past eight. Time now for Sunday Worship from Our Lady and the English Martyrs in Cambridge.  The service is led by the parish priest,  Monsignor Tony Rogers and the choir opens worship with an Easter anthem “Away with gloom, away with doubt”
Introduction
Choral Introit: Away with Gloom, away with doubt (Music: Barry Ferguson)

Tony Rogers
Good Morning and welcome to the Our Lady and the English Martyrs in Cambridge. In common with many other churches we’re keeping today as ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’. I’m holding a prayer card given to us by Michael Evans, our Bishop in the Catholic Diocese of East Anglia. On the front of it is a print from an ancient third century painting, from the Roman catacombs, of the Good Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. In the paradox of our Christian faith, the shepherd becomes the Lamb that was slain, the Lamb of God who brings us mercy and peace, and leads us to springs of living water, This same Lamb of God calls us to be his followers and friends, and listen to his voice. 
Helping us to reflect on this call this morning is Sister Gemma Simmonds, a member of the Congregation of Jesus, who have a community very close to our church. Gemma is a lecturer in Spirituality and Pastoral Theology at Heythrop, the Jesuit College which is part of London University.
Hymn:		Christ the Lord is risen today (Württemberg)  

In the second chapter of John’s gospel, John the Baptist points to jesus as he walks by. ‘Here’s the Lamb of God’ is what he says. It is that same Jesus whom we call upon now for mercy and forgiveness.
Sung Text
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world. Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world. Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world. Grant us peace.

Opening Prayer
Safe in your hands, O God,
is the flock you shepherd
through Jesus, your Son.
Lead us always to the living waters,
where you promise respite and refreshment,
that we may be counted among those
who know and follow you.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the Life,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God for ever and ever.
Amen


First Reading

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel.
The word of the Lord came to me. Mortal, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy and say to them – to the shepherds: Thus says the Lord God: Ah you shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the sheep. You have not strengthened the weak, you have not healed the sick, you have not bound up the injured, you have not brought back the strayed, you have not sought the lost,, but with force and harshness you have ruled them. So they were scattered because there was no shepherd, and scattered they became food for all the wild animals. My sheep were scattered, they wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill; my sheep were scattered over all the face of the earth, with no-one to search or seek for them.
Therefore you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: As I live, says the Lord God, because my sheep have become food for all the wild animals, since there was no shepherd, and because my shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep, therefore you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God, I am against the shepherds and I will demand my sheep at their hand, and put a stop to their feeding the sheep, no longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, so that they may not be food for them

The word of the Lord.

Reflection Gemma Simmonds:
The prophet Ezekiel pulls no punches when he denounces the shepherds of Israel.  Speaking in God’s name he contrasts the theory of how the religious and political leaders were meant to ‘shepherd the flock’ and the harsh reality of their practice.  In recent months we have been experiencing a desperate crisis of leadership within the church, with the media leading a litany of denunciations. Firstly they denounce the small but destructive minority of shepherds who violate their calling through cruel and abusive behaviour.  No prophetic words can suffice to condemn this, and no apologies, however sincerely meant, can be enough on their own to heal the wounds inflicted on the innocent.  Through the words of Ezekiel, God promises a day of reckoning for such betrayals, and the day of reckoning has begun to fall on us all.
	Secondly the media denounce the collusion of those shepherds who covered up the dark deeds of abuse under a cloak of silence and religious obedience.  In a period when the Catholic church was undergoing a similar crisis of leadership, St. Catherine of Siena wrote to the Roman Curia of her day, ‘Be silent no longer. Cry out with a hundred thousand voices.  I see that the world is destroyed through silence’.  
	Ezekiel contrasts the way in which the shepherds of Israel have used their ministry as a means to exercise abusive power over the flock, and the gentle and loving way in which God promises to shepherd the people: seeking the lost, healing the wounded, strengthening the broken, nourishing the starving.  If we are to understand vocation to ministry in the church correctly, we can only do so by taking on the mind of Christ.  He did not rely on his equality with God, but made himself as humble as a slave, and submitted even to death for our sake.  The pattern of Christ is not one of lily-livered weakness.  No one can say that in taking on the religious and political authorities of his day, cleansing the Temple, casting out demons, dealing with the doubts and hesitations of his disciples, that Jesus was not strong.  But his strength did not come from relying on the mystique of power or religious charisma.  It came from his intimacy with the Father, and from his love of truth.  At his trial before Pilate, when he must have been most afraid, he bore witness to the truth.
	The current crisis within the church does not demand that all those called to ministry should be saints.  We will be, as all of us have always been, a mixture of saints and sinners.  What it does demand is that we disconnect priestly and religious ministry from the false assumption of power.  We are called to have the courage to speak the truth.  This means opening our ears to those who have been abused, opening our eyes to where we ourselves have colluded or been complacent about the way in which the church is organized.  It also means opening our mouths and proclaiming the truth of the holiness of the church and its members, despite all failings and criticisms.  Neither the abusers nor the structures of collusion have the victory here.  The crucified and risen Christ has the victory, if we are willing to walk his way.  He is the good shepherd, who calls each one of us to be a shepherd in our own turn.  Our vocation is to be Good Friday and Easter Sunday shepherds, building a humbler, simpler and more humane church whose structures of governance mirror the loving humility of the suffering servant Jesus.


Responsorial Psalm   		Sung			(Psalm 99, 1-3, 5)
Response:	We are his people, the sheep of his flock.
Cry out with joy to the Lord all the earth.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
Come before him, singing for joy.
Know that he, the Lord, is God.
He made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the sheep of his flock.

Indeed, how good is the Lord,
eternal his merciful love.
He is faithful from age to age.
Second Reading
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse (Revelation)	(7:9, 14-17)
I, John, saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe and language; they were standing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in their hands. One of the elders said to me, ‘These are the people who have been through great persecution, and because they have washed their robes white again in the blood of the Lamb, they now stand in front of God’s throne and serve him day and night in his sanctuary; and the one who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. They will never hunger or thirst again; neither the sun nor scorching wind will ever plague them, because the Lamb who is at the throne will be their shepherd and will lead them to springs of living water; and God will wipe away all tears from their eyes.
The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation  - Plainsong/Mawby
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my sheep, and mine know me.
Alleluia!


Gospel								(John 10:27-30)
The Lord be with you
And also with you
A reading from the holy gospel according to John
Glory to you, Lord


Jesus said:
‘The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice;
I know them and they follow me.
I give them eternal life;
they will never be lost
and no-one shall ever steal them from me.
The Father who gave them to me is greater than anyone,
and no-one can steal them from the Father.
The Father and I are one.’
The gospel of the Lord

Gemma Simmond’s second reflection:
	
I once read a book in which a shepherd remarked, ‘If you want to be a good shepherd, you have to learn to think like a sheep’.  This is one of the best descriptions of the Incarnation that I know.  Jesus says of his flock, ‘I know them’.  He knows us because he has been one of us, he knows human life from the inside.  He claims an ownership over us that is not a proclamation of power but a promise of kinship – this is why he claims that we will never be lost, and no one can steal us from him, because he is one of our own, one like us.  This kinship lies at the heart of his invitation to service.
	We live in a culture of entitlement, which has ‘I know my rights’ as its motto.  In contrast to that is the message of those who follow Christ, which asks, ‘how can I serve?’  This is not just a message for priests and nuns, a spiritual elite, but for the huge number of people from every nation, race, tribe and language, called to a universal vocation to holiness.  I have worked as a school teacher, a university and prison chaplain, a spiritual director, and among the street children of Brazil.  In each of these ministries I learned far more than I ever taught.  In the Christian tradition we often speak of evangelization as something we do for others.  We ‘bring’ the Gospel to those who haven’t received it.  But we forget that ministry is a two-way traffic, and the Good News of Jesus was preached to me by those I served: schoolchildren, colleagues, students, prisoners and, most powerfully, the poor. It was they who taught me the meaning of vocation.
	Mary Ward, who founded the Congregation of Jesus 400 years ago, died with her vocation to active ministry for women denied by the very church she loved and longed to serve.  Her last words were, ‘Cherish God’s vocation in you.  Let it be constant, efficacious and loving’.  If we want to be good shepherds, we need to learn to think and feel like those whom we shepherd.  It’s a question of entering into and embracing our humanity more deeply, even when that doesn’t look particularly holy.  It is there that we will find kinship with Christ who shares our humanity and leads us by a kindly light to share divine life with him.

Hymn:		
Lead, kindly light 

General Intercessions:

Tony R:	Through Jesus the Good Shepherd, let us intercede for the needs of all God’s flock
Response:	Lord, what we ask for, may we labour for; in your mercy, hear our prayer
Reader:	That Christians, filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit, may be a light to the nations
	Lord, hear our prayer
Reader:	That Christians may take their place in the great multitude from every nation,	from all tribes and nations and languages, all praising the justice of God.
Lord, hear our prayer
Reader:	That the Good Shepherd may raise up shepherds who will lead with courage and serve with love the flock that belongs to Christ.
	Lord, hear our prayer
Reader:	That those newly baptised into the flock of the Lord may gladly hear the voice of the Good Shepherd and delight to follow
	Lord, hear our prayer 
Reader:	That by our witness we may lead others to follow the Good Shepherd to the springs of living water.
Response:	Lord, what we ask for, may we labour for; in your mercy, hear our prayer
Tony R:	Lords Prayer…
Anthem: 	'Jesu thou joy of loving hearts' Richard Shephard

Blessing:	
Tony R:	O God, the fountain of joy and of peace, 
	into the hands of your risen Son
	You have entrusted the destinies
	of people and of nations.
	Sustain us with the power of your Spirit,
	that amid the unceasing changes of life in this world,
	we may never become separated
	from Christ our Good Shepherd
	who guides us to springs of life-giving water.
	We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Hymn:	How shall I sing that Majesty

Blessing	May the God of peace,
	who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
	that great shepherd of the sheep,
	make you perfect in every good work to do his will.
	And may the blessing of almighty God,
	the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
	come down on you and remain with you always.
	Amen
Dismissal:	Go forth and bear witness to Christ,
	who is gloriously risen from the dead, alleluia, alleluia!
	Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia!


Organ Voluntary: Intrada - Nigel Allcoat.


