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ANY QUESTIONS?

TX:  	13/11/09  2000-2050

PRESENTER:	JONATHAN DIMBLEBY

PANELLISTS:	A N Wilson - Writer
	Tim Montgomerie – Editor of ConservativeHome.com
	Chuka Umunna – Labour parliamentary candidate for Streatham
	Claire Fox – Director of the Institute of Ideas

FROM:	Cardiff Business School, Cardiff University

DIMBLEBY  
Welcome to Cardiff where we are at the Cardiff Business School which is ranked near the top of the league by all the usual measures of proficiency. It’s the largest school at the University with two hundred and fifty academics and two thousand six hundred students. Some of the latter are in our audience here because we’ve joined up with the BBC Tour designed to introduce some of the jewels in Radio Four’s crown to this important group in the community. Illustrating the unique role of Any Questions in the broadcasting firmament, a quartet of luminaries with strong, clear and diverse views on all manner of issues. The polymathic historian, biographer, novellist and columnist A N Wilson renowned for his works on Tolstoy, Jesus Christ, John Milton, Hillaire Belloc and John Betjeman. The list goes on and on. Claire Fox is the director of the Institute of Ideas which she created in her words “to establish a public space where ideas can be contested without constraint”. Radio Four regulars will know her as well from her trenchant contributions to the Moral Maze. Tim Montgomerie was once a back room boy but he’s now very much in the front of British politics. He used to work in the Bank of England. He then became Chief of Staff to Iain Duncan Smith and subsequently helped set up the former leader’s Centre for Social Justice. He went on to found ConservativeHome.com which reflects and promotes the views of grass roots Tory Party members and which makes him as its editor a force to reckon with in the party’s councils. Chuka Umunna is a lawyer but he’s also a web wizard as the Founder of TMP, an online political magazine for what he describes as multicultural progressives. His admirers liken him to Barack Obama and expect a similar summons to greatness. For the moment though he is merely a humble prospective parliamentary candidate for the Labour Party and the fourth member of our panel. [APPLAUSE] Our first question please.

MORGAN
Fiona Morgan. The Sun, Gordon Brown and Jacqui Janes: who was exploiting whom?

DIMBLEBY  
Claire Fox?

FOX
I feel as though this story’s almost a perfect metaphor not for Gordon Brown’s illiteracy but the illiteracy of political life today. Because it seems to me that the whole discussion has become about the substance, rather than the substance of politics, the most superficial aspect of a critique of Gordon Brown. Did he spell things incorrectly? Not what he said, but the way he presented them. So you could then say that maybe I feel sorry for Gordon Brown. And yet somehow the defenders of Gordon Brown that then kind of rush round him and present him as a terrible victim of this Murdoch conspiracy and this terrible Sun also seem to me to avoid the substance of this argument which is what we should be talking about is the politics of the war in Afghanistan and nothing else. 

DIMBLEBY  
Which of course came up in the telephone conversation between the two of them that was, that she recorded.

FOX
But then in a way that’s partly, isn’t that the problem, which is that this is holding Gordon Brown to account for something that was a private act. It shows you how confused we’ve got. The public act is a war. And I, on the exploitation point just by the way I know that it feels as though this is the exploitation of a grieving mother by The Sun . If anything I’ve become very concerned about the exploitation of all the families by all sides in the war. Anti-war people are as likely to drag out a kind of grieving mother and say look she sides on our side. And it’s kind of a way of making emotion substitute for politics and principle. So for me it’s more a reflection of the state of politics rather than an example of exploitation. 

DIMBLEBY  
A N Wilson?

WILSON
Well, I mean I think the villain has to be The Sun  unfortunately, even though .. [APPLAUSE]  If you’ve ever been a journalist as I still am and I used to be much more of a journalist and actually work in a paper, you must realise journalists aren’t moral people. We don’t .. [LAUGHS]  We don’t think is this right or is this wrong, we think is this a good story. And to have this wounded Cyclops, this one-eyed prime minister who can’t see his own handwriting writing in his felt tip pen, the sobbing mother, I mean it’s a wonderful, wonderful story I’m afraid if you’re a journalist. And so to that extent The Sun  is exploiting the rest of us who are now sitting here talking about it and advertising the paper. Behind it all looms that sinister figure of the dirty digger himself, Rupert Murdoch, whom I don’t like and I wish that he had less influence in this country over telly, over newspapers and over everything else. [APPLAUSE] But such is life. And it’s a, I’m sorry to say this but it is a good story. How anybody can join the British Army and not expect at some stage either to shoot somebody’s head off or themselves to be shot I don’t know, so that it’s, to that extent, I very much agree with Claire that both pro- and anti-war talk is incredibly sentimental. 

DIMBLEBY  
You used the phrase then “Wounded Cyclops” which some people listening will regard as extremely offensive. I presume that you used it to describe an attitude of mind rather than your own view about or an individual’s view about ..

WILSON
No I mean ..

DIMBLEBY  
.. just to describe ..

WILSON
.. I mean, I don’t mean ..

DIMBLEBY  
.. an individual who happens to have trouble with his eyesight. 

WILSON
No, no of course I meant – a Cyclops is a one-eyed monster. So .. [LAUGHS]

DIMBLEBY  
But, so you were describing, you think the media regards him in that light?

WILSON
Yes that is right. In the, I mean newspapers as you realise, they’re not as they claim to be journals of record. They’re fairytales. They’re, they’re branches of mythology. And in the current mythology that we’re telling ourselves Gordon Brown has turned into the Cyclops in the Odyssey. He’s turned into a great blundering giant with one eye trying to get Odysseus who is presumably David Cameron on the way home. 

DIMBLEBY  
I just wanted you to have a chance to elaborate .. [LAUGHS] that before Any Answers, before Any Answers, for which the number is 03700 100444. [LAUGHS] Tim Montgomerie?

MONTGOMERIE
Well of course as a Conservative I’m eager to see Gordon Brown leave office as soon as possible. But there was something very unattractive about how The Sun  behaved this week. And the sort of extraordinary, at the end of this week after The Sun  has been complaining the whole week about the mis-spelling by Gordon Brown of this poor lady’s name, they managed to mis-spell it themselves on their web site I think yesterday and have had to issue an apology. So even The Sun  shows is, is prone to these mistakes. I think it points to a wider problem I think that we have at the moment in our discourse with politics. There’s, there’s a great deal of anger. I think there’s a lack of proportion in how we treat people. I, I see it on, in Manchester United when I’m at Old Trafford, you know shouting at the referees, we see it against bankers, we see it against politicians. There’s I think a lack of generosity towards people in public life. People aren’t given the room to make error. And Gordon Brown probably very late at night was writing letters of condolence to people who’d lost precious ones in the war. He wasn’t advertising the fact that he was doing this. And I think it was, it is good that the prime minister takes the trouble every time to write to the relative of someone who’s lost their loved one. [APPLAUSE]

DIMBLEBY  
One of the, one of the many streams that has flowed from this as it were river of blood is the charge levelled darkly perhaps by Peter Mandelson that there is some sort of deal going on between the Murdoch empire and the Conservative leadership. What’s your feeling about that?

MONTGOMERIE
Well you were very kind to big me up in the introduction Jonathan. But I’m not as close to the party leadership to know what might or might not have been agreed to. But obviously the applause when Andrew criticised The Sun  a little while ago and this audience suggests there may not be many Sun readers here, but it’s still read by eight or nine million people most days. It’s a hugely influential newspaper. And a Conservative Party that wants to win the next election can’t be indifferent to the importance of that newspaper. So I hope there were discussions with the paper about the Conservative Party’s political beliefs. I hope there weren’t any agreements to give them special media polices. 

DIMBLEBY  
Chuka Umunna?

UMUNNA
Well I heard what Claire said and I think she’s got a good point in the sense of what troubles me is we’re not actually focusing on the real issues here. And I mean your heart does go out to Mrs Janes. I mean she is obviously in great pain, massively great pain and I can’t imagine what it must feel like. But I think there are some real questions here which deserve to be raised in relation to The Sun ’s conduct because I think if you look at it from the point of view of the aggrieved family or from the point of view of Gordon Brown this has not been a pleasant experience at all. But I just wonder what The Sun  have thought about this week. I don’t think they would be that displeased about what has come to pass, in the sense of we’re talking about now has brought them a lot of attention. I think the other thing is what troubles me about this, if it is actually part of some very personal character assassination style campaign against the Prime Minister, what it will do to our politics. Noticeably the editor of The Sun  used to famously be their showbiz columnist. Politics isn’t showbiz. It’s about very serious issues. And if you’re going to character assassinate anybody who wants to go into it to the extent that you question their motives in doing something such as Gordon Brown did in this case which is write a letter, and a lot of people said why didn’t anyone in Downing Street check it. Well in fact he wrote the letter and sealed it himself. It was a very personal thing. But if we’re going to engage in character assass..

DIMBLEBY  
Who told you, who told you, who told you that cos that’s news ..?

UMUNNA
I understand that’s what Number Ten have said.

DIMBLEBY  
Is that what you’ve been told by Number Ten?

UMUNNA
That’s what I ..

DIMBLEBY  
Have you checked before the programme?

UMUNNA
That’s what I understand. I mean I get that from a newspaper report that I’ve read.

DIMBLEBY  
Only from – okay. 

UMUNNA
But apparently he sealed it himself. And I do worry. Because if that’s what you come to expect then who on earth would want to go into politics if that’s what you’re faced with? We’re going to end up with some very warped people and we will pay the price. [APPLAUSE] 

DIMBLEBY  
I’m going to go back to Fiona Morgan and then .. 

MORGAN
.. completely right. It’s, it should be about the war. I think The Sun hugely exploited a mother’s grief for political advantage. But it’s just really sick, the whole thing. [APPLAUSE]

DIMBLEBY  
Thank you. A quick thought Claire Fox?

FOX
Yeah just, just a slight nervousness I have though is is that when we kind of become contemptuous of The Sun  and stand on a kind of moral high ground about them exploiting the grieving mother when in fact I think that the broadsheets have done just the same. But also when I hear Chuka talk about you know this is the terrible assassination of individuals. I mean the truth of the matter is is that New Labour have done more than anyone to make personality rather than principle dominant in politics today. And so I do think when I have to listen to them standing on the moral high ground saying how dare you introduce personality you do think for God’s sake ...

DIMBLEBY  
You’re nodding away at that Chuka.

UMUNNA
But I ..

DIMBLEBY  
You were nodding in agreement at that. 

UMUNNA
I actually, I happen to agree. I wouldn’t describe myself as New Labour but I don’t think there’s culpability simply on the part of the media for this. I think politicians have engaged in this personalisation of politics as well and I think it should stop. I mean frankly Claire I don’t care who’s doing it. If I just say one thing about the politics about this because one thing I don’t think we should big up The Sun too much here. We mustn’t lose sight of the fact I think that whatever deal Cameron may or may not have done with Murdoch it’s people who decide elections in this country, not papers. 

DIMBLEBY  
Thank you. [APPLAUSE] I gave you the number for Any Answers after the Saturday broadcast of this programme. It is – give it again – 03700 100444 and the email address is any.answers@bbc.co.uk. We’ll go to our next please. 

FORRESTER
Vincent Forrester. Are the salaries and expenses incurred by BBC executives justified?

DIMBLEBY  
These have been released in what BBC describes as an exercise in transparency and they range from the top one hundred or so. And the top is the Director General the total which includes bonuses, pension, entitlements and the rest of eight hundred and thirty four thousand and somewhere down there on something like seventy six thousand someone who’s called Chief Advisor Tom Sleigh. What do you make of it Tim Montgomerie?

MONTGOMERIE
I think what we are seeing, we’ve seen it obviously with the whole furore over MPs’ expenses, is we’re seeing the beginning of what I suppose could be called the transparency revolution. Up until now a lot of what happened in the state, in the public sector was hidden from all of us so the MPs were able to claim their expenses without scrutiny. And I think the MPs are really just the first group in society paid for by the taxpayer to be subject to what is now beginning to happen to the BBC and will happen to every organisation that is paid for by all of us over the next few years. One of David Cameron’s commitments – Boris has already introduced this in London since he’s become mayor – is to ensure that all expenditures over I think ten thousand pounds are put online so that we as armchair auditors can actually see how our taxes are used for hospitality budgets and salaries. And bankers will, well bankers is a different issue because of they’re private sector and not subject to the same rules.

DIMBLEBY  
Do you think, do you think, to go straight to the question, do you think that as you’ve seen them do you regard them as justified or is that not a view you want to express?

MONTGOMERIE
I think what has, what has happened under the Labour years is that for a public sector job it used to be the case that you got a lot more security for your employment working for the public sector and you were paid slightly less than the private sector because of the, because of the job security. And what we seem to have had – and this is true of the BBC and it’s true of many public sector jobs – is the security is still there largely if you work for the state but actually the salaries have caught up with the private sector. And the average private sector job now and public sector jobs are paid comparably. And I think the, the challenge now for the BBC and other organisations is to realise that all of us are suffering because of the recession and they need to suffer and share the pain just as they’ve shared the good years. 

DIMBLEBY  
They did of course, the senior figures withheld the bonuses that they would otherwise have paid themselves. 

MONTGOMERIE
Very kind of them. 

DIMBLEBY  
Chuka Umunna?

UMUNNA
Is it justified? Well I’m not so sure. I actually welcome this transparency revolution that Tim refers to because I think for too long there’s been kind of this blind acceptance of a market if you like that attributes a value to what people do which is out of proportion to their contribution to society. And the real, the real question here I suppose is if you take Mark Thompson for example, does his salary, I mean what kind of contribution is he making to society and does his salary reflect that. Now the BBC I imagine would probably argue that in order to retain talent and to prevent them from going elsewhere you have to pay a certain rate. However I don’t see there being this huge great demand for British television executives worldwide. Which makes me wonder whether we are paying him too much. But I do accept, I do welcome it because I think it makes us question the market and question the crazy salaries that people do receive and whether we’re actually comfortable with simply blindly accepting the market. It seems to be a fashion question the market over the last twelve months after the credit crunch and the rest of it and I think that’s a good thing. 

DIMBLEBY  
Claire Fox?

FOX
I do not welcome the transparency revolution quite the same way. I think it can encourage a, a kind of populist, mean spirited baying, a politics of envy kind of thing which I don’t find very savoury with anyone. I think that we end up again as relates to the previous question judging people on the wrong reasons, for the wrong reasons. You see the one thing that I would say about the BBC is what I expect of the BBC is that they make excellent programmes. My criticism of the BBC would be within their own terms. I want to hold them to account for that. I don’t actually mind whether they earn a lot more than they appear to be earning here if they actually create the best broadcasting in the world. My criticism might be that too many of the people who are paid by the BBC from what we can see from the transparency don’t appear to be involved in programme making at all. And if I have a criticism of the BBC that it spends most of its time or too much of its time chasing audiences rather than trying to build audiences and create audiences and make programmes that win people. And so there are certain jobs where I sort of see them and I think in that kind of rather you know oh it’s kind of political correctness gone mad but you kind of community outreach and all the rest of it. However the main thing is not how much they get paid but whether they actually are involved in investing in documentaries, news, current affairs, fantastic drama. That’s what they should get paid millions and millions of pounds for. And the one thing that is disgraceful ..

UMUNNA
Millions?

FOX
.. is that more of us don’t earn as much as them. 

MAN
Millions?

FOX
I don’t want to be shocked by how much they earn. I want to be shocked that I don’t earn as much as them and I think the rest of us should earn as much as them as well. 

DIMBLEBY  
Okay. Got that. 

MAN
... millions?

FOX
Yeah millions. [APPLAUSE] 

DIMBLEBY  
I feel like asking the audience whether anyone thinks they shouldn’t earn as much as they earn. But anyway, I’m not going to do that. I’m going to go to Andrew Wilson. 

WILSON
I’m astounded by Claire Fox’s answer. Absolutely astounded. For a start – but I mean this is irrelevant to the particular question – I love the politics of envy. I think most politics is actually based on envy and envy is a very important human vice. But behind this – are we allowed to speak frankly about although this is a BBC programme, about the Director General?

DIMBLEBY  
You’re allowed to speak as frankly as ...

WILSON
... 

DIMBLEBY  
The fact that it’s a BBC programme makes no difference so long as you’re in ..

WILSON
Oh good.

DIMBLEBY  
.. within the law. 

WILSON
So I mean I don’t wish ..

DIMBLEBY  
.. this is a platform for views. 

WILSON
I don’t wish to seem discourteous but he’s always seemed to be a little bit of a twit and .. [LAUGHS]

DIMBLEBY  
Shall I give him the Any Answers? number now so that he can ring in?

WILSON
No I mean he’s every little crisis that’s come his way he’s rather mis-handled. He now seems to be a grotesquely greedy twit. I mean to receive something like six hundred and fifty thousand, whatever it is and then to claim a further two hundred thousand on it, who can possibly need that amount of money? It’s grotesque. It’s ugly. [APPLAUSE] And .. behind all this I think is a very serious matter, namely that there are a lot of people in this country, some are in the Conservative Party, some represent Rupert Murdoch and Co, who have it in for the BBC to the want, to the extent of wanting it abolished. I don’t want the BBC abolished. I love the BBC. I particularly love BBC radio because it’s, it doesn’t really compete with anybody else. It’s a unique thing. And when you go abroad and you hear how bad the radio is and how limited it is, there’s something very precious about Radio Three, Radio Four, and the whole expanse of things which we do on the through our public service broadcasting. And if it’s discredited in the way that the Houses of Parliament have now been discredited through sleaze that’s a very dangerous thing. I would happily become if anybody would like me to be the Director General of the BBC for one tenth of that man’s salary. [APPLAUSE] 

DIMBLEBY  
It’s hardly my job to even begin to defend him and I’d make a very poor fist of it. However if the general argument is put that people in the senior executives posts, there is despite what Claire said, that there is a, that there is a market for senior figures of this kind, that they in his case responsible for directly or indirectly some what, twenty thousand individuals, handling a budget of several billions, that that’s the kind of level that this society expects people to get with that kind of responsibility. 

WILSON
But he hasn’t done it very well. He hasn’t defended the idea of public service broadcasting. And one thing he would do which would be a fantastic propaganda for public broadcasting and also may just revise our opinions of him is if he said look I don’t need the money. I’m doing this because I believe in public service broadcasting. I’m not doing it because I want eight hundred thousand pounds a year. How can anybody be so greedy as to want eight hundred thousand pounds a year?

DIMBLEBY  
Can I ask our audience? I’ll go back to Vincent Forrester first actually. Vincent, what’s your own view?

FORRESTER
I think ..

DIMBLEBY  
Are you a student here or something?

FORRESTER
Yes. 

DIMBLEBY  
Not yet on that kind of money though. 

FORRESTER
No, I wish. I think it’s, the salaries are justified in the sense that we do need to compete. The BBC do need to compete with the commercial market. And if that is the rate to pay then it’s worth paying for quality broadcasting. But I don’t think expenses like taxi fees, fares of thousands and thousands of pounds goes towards that broadcasting. 

DIMBLEBY  
Okay.

WILSON
Can I just say one extra thing, that the idea of competing, we don’t necessarily want the same type of people to run the BBC as would-be spivs and whizz kids who are running Sky Television. [APPLAUSE]

DIMBLEBY  
First time I think that Mark Thompson’s been linked to a spiv whatever other things may be said about him by his critics and friends. Just to our audience here cos it’s obviously an important thing cos you actually pay the licence fee. Do you think that these are salaries and expenses as you’ve seen them and been outlined, are, senior executives, are justified? Those who think they are on the whole justified would you put your hands up? Those who think they are not justified would you put your hands up? Those who don’t know would you put your hands up? Well this audience here in Cardiff University is overwhelmingly believes that they are not justified which will doubtless be food for thought for those self same executives. We’ll go on to our next question. 


SMART
George Smart. Can a thirty three percent turn out be described as an endorsement in any election?

DIMBLEBY  
This of course is the by-election in Scotland, Glasgow North East. Chuka Umunna?

UMUNNA
Well I think it surprised a lot of people and the Labour Party obviously did very well even on a low turn out. I think you’ve got to be careful about drawing conclusions from these things. One interesting fact actually is that between ninety two and ninety seven the Conservatives when they were in power lost every single by-election that there was. However since we’ve been in power the Labour Party we have won four.

DIMBLEBY  
Yeah but hang on that’s not what George Smart’s getting at.

UMUNNA
Yeah. 

DIMBLEBY  
... a much bigger issue.

MAN
...

DIMBLEBY  
So let’s, let’s answer his, let’s answer ..

UMUNNA
Sure. 

DIMBLEBY  
.. cos you’re not yet a Labour Party member of parliament so you can answer it without any of this sort of stuff ..

UMUNNA
Yeah. 

DIMBLEBY  
.. in advance. Why don’t you just answer ..

UMUNNA
I did. 

DIMBLEBY  
The question is about endorsement isn’t it? It’s ..

UMUNNA
I did. I said I’m not sure, I said to you I’m not sure it’s a huge massive endorsement but, and I also said Jonathan, I would be cautious about drawing conclusions from by-election results. But it was a good result. And I think, I think what you know ..

DIMBLEBY  
Seventeen percent roughly of those who were entitled to vote voted for the party that won.

UMUNNA
Yes but I’ve just, I’ve just, I’ve just said it’s not necessarily the endorsement that you would get during a general election but it’s a good result. I’m not going to sit here and be miserable about it Jonathan. 

DIMBLEBY  
Tim Montgomerie?

MONTGOMERIE
Well I was, to be honest, if I can be naughty, I was slightly pleased with the result, because every Conservative really wants Gordon Brown to stay as prime minister for the election and I think we’re all probably fed up with speculation about Gordon Brown’s future. But I think this might have been the by-election that keeps him in place. It was of course more a vote against the SNP government in Scotland which had for example taken away an airport link for the people of this constituency. But I think probably Chuka and I can agree actually, one thing that both of our parties support is maintaining the union between England and Scotland and the decline of the SNP as a force is a good thing. Thirty three per cent turn out is disappointing. It might have been higher if we’d had a more competitive race. I think politics at the moment has probably had its worse ever year in modern times. And people are not probably enthusiastic about turning out and there are huge questions of course for all of us in how we, how we turn that round. 

DIMBLEBY  
It wasn’t the lowest ever turn out in the Scottish by-election. Claire Fox?

FOX
I think I mean for me that was the most striking feature of this by-election was that the electorate were not involved in it, and therefore it can mean very little and I do feel as though that’s increasingly what mainstream politics feels like, that we’re bystanders watching on as the parties kind of fight it out to ever increasing numbers of us. And with a general election coming up that’s a rather harrowing thought. I mean one of the things that I’d like to try and argue for is that the electorate should be re-enfranchised around politics and that’s one of the, when some of the questions that we’ve already discussed, that it seems to me that politics have been driven out by trivia. The thing that’s really fascinating when you listen to politicians talk about this is that they will say yes there’s a real problem of a disengaged electorate what can we do. And then they kind of treat it that it’s maybe that we’re all kind of lazy and apathetic. So they’ll say well we’ll make voting easier. You know you can kind of have postal voting where postal, you know students don’t vote so let’s go into the student union, give them a free pint and let them vote there or kind of text them every five minutes to remind them to vote. 

DIMBLEBY  
Hands up any student here who’s had a free pint from a political party .. [LAUGHS] and been bought as a consequence?

FOX
Yeah. 

DIMBLEBY  
No hands have yet gone up. Carry on. 

FOX
But what they, what they, what they miss is that what’s lacking from politicians of all sides is that any real sense of a vision of the future, any competing ideas, dare I say it, ideology, clashing views about how we might shape the future, the main discussion we have about vision is Gordon Brown’s eyesight. That’s not quite the vision that we need. What we need is to have somebody who talks about the economy seriously, not greedy bankers and curtailing this and curtailing that but how you’re going to ensure that the economy is rebuilt, war, peace, freedom, liberalism, all of these big things never get a mention. And as a consequence we’re treated like contempt and we don’t vote. 

DIMBLEBY  
And you quickly ..

FOX
... for all of us ... [APPLAUSE] 

DIMBLEBY  
Chuka quickly back to you before I bring in Andrew Wilson. 

UMUNNA
Well I think, I think it’s an easy line to say that our politicians haven’t been talking about the economy. They have. It’s been a massive issue and I don’t know what papers you’ve been reading Claire but most people have been reading about arguments about how much we’re going to cut, if there are going to be any efficiency savings in public spending and the rest of it. So I’m not sure I’d buy that. But what I do agree with Claire on is is on this. My experience is I don’t think people are apathetic about politics. I think they’re apathetic about party politics. And on that I completely agree with Claire. And I think we need to move away from the kind of Punch and Judy knockabout that you get where people just oppose for the sake of opposing and make stupid party political points and that we do actually get down to the real substance of what will affect people’s lives and their families. [APPLAUSE]

DIMBLEBY  
Andrew Wilson?

WILSON
I’m completely with Claire Fox over this because I think so many of us in the political sphere are bystanders. We’re looking on at what’s called consensus politics but very often what’s a consensus between the parties at Westminster isn’t something with which the rest of us in the United Kingdom agree at all. And since there isn’t on a ballot paper a square to tick or X saying none of the above we stay away. It doesn’t mean we’re lazy. I mean we’re now in Cardiff. There was a referendum in Wales. Do you want to have a national assembly. Just about fifty percent of the Welsh said yes they did want elections to a national assembly, just about fifty percent of the inhabitants of the principality. Just about fifty percent voted in the election which followed it. That means that only twenty five percent of the people of the principality of Wales voted for anybody who’s sitting in the Welsh Assembly at the moment. That isn’t really democracy. And politics, I know it’s a luxury,  I know it’s because we can all take it for granted that we’re not going to be taken over by some mad extremist and the boring politicians will just go on in their boring way, taking no notice of what we actually feel, but it is rather depressing and rather disturbing. Because actually some of us do have ideas as Claire does about how we’d like to live and how we’d like to divide up the nation’s wealth and whether we want to be at war or whether we want to be at peace and whether we want to belong to the European Community and all ...

DIMBLEBY  
And doesn’t all this come out in the public debate?

WILSON
No. Because ..

DIMBLEBY  
Whether we want to be at war or peace, whether we want to be in ... European Union?

WILSON
Because – no, I mean well war and – this is a separate question. But war and peace for example, both main political parties were in favour of the invasion of Iraq. The vast majority of people in the country were not in favour of it. That’s a very good example. [APPLAUSE] 

DIMBLEBY  
We mustn’t divert too long down ... 

WILSON
No. 

DIMBLEBY  
... quite different kind of point cos that is suggesting that there should be government by plebiscite. 

WILSON
No it isn’t. 

DIMBLEBY  
Rather than political parties who happen to agree ... 

WILSON
No it’s not. I’m not suggesting every time a matter crops up, I’m saying we could devise a better political system, going back to what was said earlier by Chuka for example which wasn’t so party based ..


WILSON
And therefore did represent the very strongly held views of lots of people in this hall and lots of people throughout the country which is not at the moment the case. 

DIMBLEBY  
Thank you. We’re going to go to our next question please. 








SAUNDERS
Christopher Saunders. With increasing fees and mounting graduate unemployment would you recommend that young people go to university?

DIMBLEBY  
Fees at the moment what three thousand and there’s going to be Lord Brown’s review and people suspect that the outcome of that may well be an increase in some way or another of tuition fees. Eight percent of those graduates who left university in 2008  are unemployed. And that’s an increase of forty four percent. We can come back to you Andrew on this. 

WILSON
Well I mean I’m no expert but I think it’s, unemployment is always one of the most disturbing features of a political or economic life and at the moment although the politicians are trying to disguise it from us it looks as though there are about a million young unemployed people in the country. And what I sometimes wonder, I don’t know if you do, is whether what they call higher education isn’t just a disguise for yet more unemployment. What they’re in fact doing is encouraging people to go into what they call higher education but they know that those people are going to have to wait for years before they find any useful paid employment. That I find extremely disturbing. As for student fees and having to repay loans, I mean I was, I belong to the lucky generation. We were educated for free at university. And there was never any suggestion that you’d have to pay back. I have to say that I’m sentimental enough to think that should be universal, however many people get sent to higher education. [APPLAUSE] 

DIMBLEBY  
Tim Montgomerie?

MONTGOMERIE
Obviously I think all political parties would like to be able to say that they could abolish tuition fees or keep them down but the huge problem we have is that the public finances are in a terrible, terrible state. The ratings agency fit this week have said that we have about the worse public finances of any country in the developed world. We can’t afford to unfortunately scrap tuition fees or hold them, or hold them down. Well you could, you scrap all MPs’ expenses and they wouldn’t – oh and all MPs if you wanted to sir but it wouldn’t actually make a huge difference to this, this deficit Government is about choosing. It’s about choosing priorities. And I work closely with Iain Duncan Smith on the Centre for Social Justice. And one of his most powerful messages I think is actually a very pictorial image and I’m sorry this is radio. But it’s the image of two brains of three-year-olds. One child who has been very well nurtured surrounded in a loving home, given every kind of attention you’d want a young child to receive and the other is a child that’s hugely neglected. And the size of the brains is extraordinarily different from the nurtured child to the unurtured child. And I think if we’re going to choose priorities – and I think these will be the priorities of a Conservative government if elected is the money that we do have needs to go into the early years. If we do not invest in the early years: pre-school education, health visiting for new families et cetera, these children will never even have a chance of going to university. So I’m sorry to give you sir an unpopular message but in terms of priority at a very difficult time invest in the very, very young. 

DIMBLEBY  
And do you given the, as you describe it a very difficult time, would you, and the unemployment that there is of young people whether they’re graduates or not graduates, would you recommend still young people to go to university?

MONTGOMERIE
I think it depends which, you know we’re in Cardiff University and it’s an excellent university of course. Everyone should come, come here. [APPLAUSE] Sorry that was an easy crowd-pleasing line. But I, I, I’d also say that I don’t think every university has maintained standards during the huge expansion of university education. I think the target of sending fifty percent of young people to university is an artificial ...

DIMBLEBY  
So what, so if you can’t get into one of the best ones don’t go?

MONTGOMERIE
No I’m, I think you need to look. Certain universities that perhaps don’t feature so highly on league tables have very good courses, programmes within them. But I think as well as the preventative early years education point I made I think we need to invest more in vocational and skills training as well. We’ve not .. [APPLAUSE]

DIMBLEBY  
Okay. I’m going to ..

MONTGOMERIE
We could do with a few more plumbers Jonathan. 

DIMBLEBY  
A few more plumbers. Claire Fox?

FOX
I disagree with everything that you’ve just said Tim. Just a quick point on the quack neuroscience and early years that you spouted then. On that basis I don’t know why I bother teaching in further education because it was all a waste of time. I mean you have us kind of written off at the age of three. And actually you should educate throughout. And when I taught in further education some of those people actually went on to university because they got a good education and their brains changed then. But anyway that’s one side. What you shouldn't do is to go to university for a job. You know if the only reason you go to university is to improve your employment prospects you’re in the wrong place. University .. [APPLAUSE] should be about the expansion of the mind, the expansion of knowledge for its own sake. I know that it’s become fashionable on all political parties in a kind of managerialist way that they all cluster round the middle to suggest that universities can solve every social problem, the problems of the economy and then or have an obligation to give students employability and skills that will help them get jobs. That’s not what they’re for. Actually you should go to university almost in spite of the fact you won’t get a job. I mean if you want to go to university, I mean if you’re going to treat university in that instrumental way you‘re losing the best of what university can offer you which is their relevance, the absolute glories of  knowledge that never have anything to do with the market. So just go out there and get into debt. Who cares? You’ll have the riches of knowledge ... [APPLAUSE]

DIMBLEBY  
Chuka Umunna?

UMUNNA
Well look I mean of course it’s definitely worth going for university. I wouldn’t be, to university. I wouldn’t be where I am if it wasn’t for university. Did I just go there just because I wanted to become a lawyer? No that was part of the reason. I went to expand my mind. I wanted to enjoy the social education that undoubtedly you have at university. So I think for all those reasons definitely anybody listening to this programme I’d suggest you do it. But I mean just to pick up on a few points, I mean are we looking to expand the numbers going into higher education to for example take them off the unemployment roll or to solve all our social problems? Of course it’s not for that reason. But the point is I mean if looking at the future prosperity of this country we’re competing with India and China, the big growing economies in this world. And if we want to compete with them we need a knowledgeable well-skilled workforce. And that’s why we want lots of people going to higher education. And you know I look in my area, there’s been an increase of what, eighty one percent in the numbers going into higher education. And I think it’s good for that reason. 

DIMBLEBY  
Thank you. And we’ll go straight to our next. 

VIZARD
Bronwen Vizard. Will the quality of patient care improve when all nurses are required to have a university degree?

DIMBLEBY  
By twenty thirteen that will be the case unless that legislation is in any way adapted or changed. Claire Fox?

FOX
No it won’t be improved. The skills of nursing have got nothing to do with degrees which relates to our previous discussion. [APPLAUSE] Job related skills are very important. And there’s no doubt about it that you need to be trained to do specific jobs. This has got absolutely nothing to do with universities as was. And despite what my colleague has just said actually universities are being used in a very different way now, almost to kind of pretend that in order to get a job you need to go to university to acquire these skills that degrades actually the skills and the jobs and actually degrades what universities are for. And that’s straight from Peter Mandelson who’s running universities these days, so I’m not making it up.  And what I would say about nursing is is that something which is obviously part of the caring profession and so on have been sold a pup here. You know they’ve kind of been told well you’ll go off now and you’ll get a degree and you’ll get a proper rich education. But you won’t get an education. You’re getting what you got before but being told it’s an education. And it’s just really patronising to them I think and I don’t think they should fall for it. 

DIMBLEBY  
Andrew Wilson?

WILSON
I completely agree with everything Claire has just said. In Wales nurses do have to have a degree already. But it’s the rest of the United Kingdom that’s falling behind this Welsh lead as so often happened in our glory days. But – the Tudor age for example. But I don’t happen to think this is a very glorious development. Because I entirely agree with Claire. And there was a, as we all remember in August, the Patient’ Association produced this terribly distressing report of what had happened in British hospitals throughout the United Kingdom. Nurses gossiping among themselves rather than helping people on and off bedpans, general level of unkindness, indifference among nurses. In the old days on programmes like this whenever anybody mentioned nurses they spoke about them as if they were angels. I’m afraid now the experience of a lot of us going into hospital or visiting friends in hospital is realising they are not. And they, the response to that Patients’ Association report was to say oh it’s because they haven’t been trained on the wards. They’ve all been doing this academic training. They haven’t learnt human and humane ways with other people. And simply to send somebody off to a university to do a degree isn’t enough. Of course we need intellectual skills if we want to do an intelligent job like being a nurse but you also need intuitive skills. Behind all this of course is the disaster of allowing the National Health Service to be run by administrators rather than as it was in the old days by the matrons. 

DIMBLEBY  
Okay thank you. [APPLAUSE] Chuka Umunna?

UMUNNA
Well I don’t, I have to say I don’t profess to know a huge amount about this having heard about it this morning. But it seems to me that, I mean who am I to lecture nurses as to whether they should have a degree or not. Surely it should be a choice for them if they want to go and get a degree. 

DIMBLEBY  
Well it’s not going to be a choice is it cos it ... 

UMUNNA
Well ..

DIMBLEBY  
.. new legislation you won’t be able to be a nurse without having a degree.

UMUNNA
Well I’m saying that maybe it should be a choice. I mean I can understand the rationale for the move towards it in the sense that I think the view is it’s become a more complex job, it’s required perhaps more technical skills and therefore people should you know require, it should be required to get a degree. But I mean different nurses do different things so I’d leave it up to them. 

DIMBLEBY  
Tim Montgomerie?

MONTGOMERIE
I’ll be brief because I agree largely with what the other panellists have said. I think the thing I worry about is the emphasis not just in nursing but I think it’s very true in teaching as well. A very heavy emphasis on theories rather than practical skills. And I think one thing that a lot of classrooms and perhaps, perhaps a slightly less extent hospitals but certainly classrooms could benefit from is people who’ve had a lot of experience of life in business or maybe even politics. There may be a few politicians free soon to do other things who can go into the classrooms and actually teach with their own experience of, of real life. And a long course and between them leaving their previous job and entering the classroom could, will discourage that and I think would be poorer for that schools and hospitals. 

DIMBLEBY  
Thank you. Bronwen Vizard what do you think?

DIZARD
I think that healthcare is so complex nowadays that nurses have got to be very highly educated but I think they must take care that they don’t turn into robots just pressing buttons and managing machines because the care and compassion at the bed side is just as important for patient care. 

DIMBLEBY  
Thank you so much. [APPLAUSE] Any Answers? may be for you on that as on the other issues, a reminder once more of the number. It’s 03700 100444 and the email address is any.answers@bbc.co.uk. That’s after the Saturday edition of this programme. Our next please. 

MACKINTOSH
Emma Mackintosh. Should public demand for the Ashes to be shown on free to air television take priority over the concerns of the ECB that it would have a disastrous effect on grass roots funding for cricket?

DIMBLEBY  
This is the review conducted by David Davies, not the politician but the former FA executive that row that’s now going on. Who’s very good on this? Tim Montgomerie, you’ve probably got a very clear view about it. 

MONTGOMERIE
One thing, my much missed Nan who died recently, I think she would have preferred all sports to be on Sky. She always hated when anything like football interrupted Coronation Street for example. But I think, I think the ... it’s a very hard question. But I think the money that has gone into football and cricket because of Sky – sorry Andrew I’m defending Murdoch here. You’ll be very unhappy with me. 

WILSON
But not surprised. [LAUGHS. APPLAUSE]

MONTGOMERIE
Has made, has made a huge difference to the quality of sports coverage. So though I think ...

DIMBLEBY  
Even if the argument runs only in the case of the Ashes only two million see it as opposed to eight or nine million so it’s got better coverage allegedly with only a tiny number watching, a relatively small number. 

MONTGOMERIE
There are trade offs here and one of the things I think that the cricket authorities were saying today is that the money from Sky is paying for ten thousand extra coaches to teach young people to learn cricket. 

DIMBLEBY  
Sorry we’re relatively short of time. Chuka Umunna.

UMUNNA
Well I think the problem with the question is it’s quite subjective. It all depends what you’re kind of into I suppose. I think for me the bottom line is this. There’s certain sports which I would like to see there being greater participation in and being opened out to different socio-economic classes in the way that they aren’t at the moment. It seems to me that cricket is still reasonably dominated by people who fit into a certain class. So I suppose putting it on television free to view may increase participation in that. It’s one of the reasons I wouldn’t like to see Wimbledon for example become pay per view. But then the other side of the coin with all this is that the reason that all these governing bodies quite like the idea of it being pay per view is that then they get the money to do the outreach work so I suppose I haven’t really answered the question but I’m not sure what the answer is. 

DIMBLEBY  
Claire Fox?

FOX
Everybody, everybody I know who’s passionate about sport has Sky. And they will put investing in Sky above a lot else. So in that sense I’ve actually almost gone off from what Chuka’s just said because the idea that we should have it free so that it can act as an access outreach programme is a typical instrumentalism. No but I do get nervous about that because sport should be for those who love it. And actually if you get more money through Sky then let it stay there and not make such a kind of fuss about it. 

DIMBLEBY  
A N Wilson?

WILSON
Just the extraordinary humbug that you have to have money to pay people, little boys to play cricket. For hundreds of years people have been teaching children to play cricket. They didn’t need to be paid to teach children to play cricket. They did it because they enjoyed playing cricket. 

UMUNNA
But you can’t run away from the fact that still, it’s not widely played in the way that say football is ... 

WILSON
I can, I can run away from it and I shall run away from it. [APPLAUSE]

DIMBLEBY  
And I’m afraid I can’t run away from the fact that we’ve run out of time. Next week we are going to be in Rickmansworth with Harriet Harman, leader of the House of Commons, Lord Steele, former Liberal Democrat leader and the historian Tristram Hunt and another mystery guest. From here though for now from the Cardiff Business School in Cardiff University goodbye. 

END OF TRANSCRIPT

