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ANY QUESTIONS?

TX:  	23/10/09  2000-2050

PRESENTER:	JONATHAN DIMBLEBY

PANELLISTS:	Jacqui Smith MP – former Home Secretary
	Nadine Dorries MP – Conservative MP
	Billy Hayes – General Secretary of the Communication Workers Union
	Maajid Nawaz – Director of the Quilliam Foundation

FROM:	Manor Field Primary School, Burgess Hill, West Sussex

DIMBLEBY  
Welcome to Burgess Hill in West Sussex, World’s End to be precise, a name that owes its gloomy character to a fateful train crash in eighteen ninety nine. Our hosts here though at the Manor Field Primary School are anything but gloomy. But the school motto is firm – “Excellence is given and excellence is expected”. It clearly works. One of the largest primary schools in the county, it has more than five hundred pupils. And with that motto ringing on our ears our panel. Billy Hayes was born in Liverpool and grew up to become a postman. Following in the footsteps of the now Home Secretary Alan Johnson he rose up through the ranks of the Communication Workers Union and became General Secretary in two thousand and one. His members began a two day strike on Thursday and promised the same again next week. Jacqui Smith is the former Home Secretary who became in her own words the poster girl for the expenses scandal. Last week she apologised in the Commons for wrongly designating the London house which she shared with her sister as her main residence rather than her family home in her Redditch constituency. This is her first national media appearance since then. Nadine Dorries is a Conservative MP who provoked the ire of her leader by asserting that the MPs caught up in the expenses row were victims of a McCarthy style witch hunt. She also crossed swords with David Cameron earlier this week by criticising his decision to use all women shortlists for some parliamentary seats in the run up to the next election. Maajid Nawaz was a student in London when he was recruited into the Islamist party Hizb ut-Tahrir. Becoming a recruiting sergeant himself he was imprisoned for four years in Egypt where he was adopted by Amnesty International as a prisoner of conscience. However he changed his views and he’s now the Director of the Quilliam Foundation which with financial support from the government seeks to persuade Islamist radicals of the virtues of pluralism and democracy. He’s the fourth member of our panel. [APPLAUSE]  Our first question please.

DOWELL
Stephen Dowell delighted as we are to see Billy Hayes would his time not be better spent having a dialogue with Adam Crozier instead of us? 

DIMBLEBY  
Nadine Dorries?

DORRIES
Well I’m delighted to see Billy here this evening cos I’m sure there are lots of questions he’ll be able to answer. You know I think Billy could be engaging in conversation with a number of people in a much productive way. It would be fantastic if we could knock the heads of Billy and the management of the Royal Mail together, lock them in a room with ACAS and tell them to stay there until they could come up with a solution which would save the job of Royal Mail workers and save the Royal Mail itself. But I think also what is required is some strong directorship from the government. It’s, there was a very good bill before the House of Commons which went through the Lords with our support which was about part privatising the Royal Mail in order to bring in inward investment and to create opportunities for the Royal Mail to survive going forward. You know it isn’t because of email and Royal, ordering over the internet and other reasons. And it was there to – but unfortunately the government caved in under opposition from a hundred and fifty back bench MPs. And there is also this, the ..

DIMBLEBY  
So what would you, sorry, to cut to the chase on this, what would you want now given the situation that we have? You want to see what you describe as ..

DORRIES
Well ..

DIMBLEBY  
.. the strong direction from the government. What would that now include?

DORRIES
I’d like to see the bill back before the, in front of the House of Commons. I mean there could be the case that the CWU ..

DIMBLEBY  
How would that stop the strike?

DORRIES
Well, well hopefully we’d be able to – I doubt it would stop the strike. The problem is that there was a, there was a policy void that the CWU, CWU jumped into. There was a position whereby the bill was cancelled by the prime minister. I think CWU were probably threatening to withhold payments to the Labour Party. The void was created. And within hours of Gordon Brown pulling the bill the strikes were announced. So Billy you need to get a room with the Royal Mail managers and ACAS and get it sorted out and get people back to work and stop the strikes. But the government also needs to show some strong leadership, get this bill back in front of the House of Commons so we can get the, save the Royal Mail and get it working again. 

DIMBLEBY  
Jacqui Smith. Jacqui Smith?

WOMAN
... [inaudible] ... 

DIMBLEBY  
Jacqui Smth?

SMITH
There, there is no link Nadine between the bill and this dispute. I supported the bill. I would support it if it came back. But there is no link. You know Billy, I want your workers who are the post men and women who serve our communities to have the very best chance of continuing doing that job into the future. And I want them to be able to do that with decent pay and decent conditions. But I want them to be able to do that in a Royal Mail that is able to survive at a time as Nadine says when the numbers of letters that we’re sending are going down, when there is competition for the parcel service which actually Royal Mail have got a fantastic reputation for. So that does mean that you know the most likely result of this strike I’m afraid is a further reduction in the number of letters that people want to send and people moving even more into that parcel business and your members ending up losing their jobs and our communities no having the service that they provide. So it is crucial ..

DIMBLEBY  
Is the government, is the government, Peter Mandelson, Lord Mandelson and the prime minister paying, playing a blinder in this, giving the right kind of leadership?

SMITH
Well I think they’re giving the right kind of leadership which is actually saying it’s not for Peter Mandelson or the prime minister to negotiate the industrial relations of Royal Mail. That is the job of Billy representing his, his workers and of the management. It’s for them to get together with ACAS if necessary, to get back I hope to you know earlier on this week on Tuesday evening it seemed to me looking from the outside hopeful that there might be some sort of agreement that would have enabled the strike to be off and actually people to get round the table and make sure that they could save the jobs of your workers and the services of our constituents and that disappeared. And I don’t know why Billy. And I don’t know why either, you know what it is that in particular that is so worrying at the moment for people about the reforms that are being proposed. I think in my constituency ..

DORRIES
Jacqui ..

SMITH
.. you know the first three elements of the modernisation that are necessary have all ready taken place. You know people are working incredibly hard, they’re working effectively in the way that they’re going to need to to safeguard the Royal Mail ..

DIMBLEBY  
Okay.

SMITH
.. for, for my constituents.

DIMBLEBY  
I want, I want, I will come back to you but I want to bring in Billy Hayes at this point. What’s, just tell us why aren’t you doing what the questioner thinks you ought to be doing?

HAYES
Well, well absolutely. I’m quite happy to meet Adam Crozier any time of the day or night. And if he wants to come here tonight he knows where I am, if he’s listening to Radio Four tonight. 

SMITH
Hasn’t he invited you Billy lots of times? [APPLAUSE]

HAYES
Oh hang on. Hang on. And I would be quite happy to see Adam, Adam Crozier here tonight no, no problem with that at all. And their offer, I answered that question in the media as recently as a day ago right? So there’s no question about me not meeting Adam Crozier. Quite happy to meet Adam Crozier here ..

DIMBLEBY  
And they’ve said that they will meet you and they would go to ACAS ..

HAYES
Right.

DIMBLEBY  
.. if you suspend, call of the strikes so ..

HAYES
Well okay.

DIMBLEBY  
So you can get what you want if you say we won’t strike.

HAYES
Okay. And our position is we would be quite happy to meet Royal Mail at ACAS without any preconditions. And if Royal Mail want to put on the table there is a condition of moving forward, we want to talk about the issue of strikes, but we’re quite happy to do that.

DIMBLEBY  
Sorry but that’s going there first, the precondition of going there ..

HAYES
No.

DIMBLEBY  
.. is that you continue the strike until you ..

HAYES
Well ..

DIMBLEBY  
.. then talk at ACAS isn’t it?

HAYES
Well the first thing is we’re quite happy to go to ACAS without preconditions. And that means we’re not putting any conditions on meeting ACAS and it, that means also that Royal Mail mustn’t pre, any conditions on ACAS. And I’ve already answered this, this question in the media so I’m quite happy to be there. But can I just deal with the, the substantive point? You talk to your post woman or postman tomorrow and ask them how they feel about their service, and a couple of tests. We got a seventy six percent yes vote to take industrial action. A sixty six percent turn out for the – and people who are good at arithmetic that’s an absolute majority. Here’s what’s happened to your postal service in the last five years. You’ve lost three thousand post office counters, you’ve lost your Sunday collections, you’ve lost your second delivery and in the bargain sixty three thousand jobs, sixty three thousand. They’re not my words. That’s Adam Crozier’s words speaking on the Jeff Randall Show in the last few weeks. That’s what’s happened to your postal service ..

WOMAN
But ..

HAYES
So, so, so the issue is this. What type of postal service do you want. Do you want a postal service where the only criteria is the bottom line as, as, as what’s been advocated partic.. by some people? Or do you want a postal service that as what it was – something to be proud of? There’s a real serious problem. And the other thing is about what’s happened in the postal service. You ask yourself this question. When you look at your post woman or postman tomorrow morning it’s seventy six percent of the people who voted in that ballot voted for strike action, then one of them is, one of them is going to be one of them people who vote ..

DIMBLEBY  
Okay.

HAYES
.. for strike action. So the issue is we don’t want, we don’t want strike action. We don’t – but the thing is you see, when you’re mistreated at work and when you’re bullied and harassed and, and the management say to you oh we’ll have a look at the bullying and harassment, we’ll get a manager from a neighbouring delivery office to come and look at bullying and harassment. And when we ask for an independent enquiry to look into bullying and harassment and that’s turned down ask yourself why is that the question.

DIMBLEBY  
Nadine Dorries?

HAYES
We’re not saying – I’ll finish ..

DORRIES
Is this ..

HAYES
We’re not saying we’re blameless. We’re not saying we’re blameless but so in terms of the direct question I’d meet A... Adam Crozier any time of the day or night.

DORRIES
But the question really is answered by this. Is bringing the Royal Mail to its knees, given that fifty percent of its commercial users are now looking elsewhere – and believe me they will be given a very good service by wherever they go to. Is bringing the Royal Mail to its knees and losing people their jobs the way to answer the question that you’ve just asked? And the answer is no it isn’t. There isn’t going to be a Royal Mail left that will survive for very long if you continue with the strike action. And Jacqui it was a nonsense to say there is no connection between the bill that the prime minister pulled at the last moment ..

SMITH
So what is the connection then Nadine?

DORRIES
.. after it had gone through the House of Lords.

SMITH
So what is the connection then?

DORRIES
No connection whatsoever.

SMITH
So what is the connection then Nadine?

DORRIES
The connection is the hundred and fifty Labour back bench MPs who threatened to revolt over this. And that’s why the prime minister, because he is too weak ..

SMITH
But wait a minute ..

DORRIES
.. too weak to take the opposition from his own back benchers ..

SMITH
Nadine ..

DORRIES
And so he pulled this bill [APPLAUSE] and we are going to have a Royal Mail on its knees ..

SMITH
The key element ..

DORRIES
.. if this continues.

SMITH
Nadine calm down. The key element of that bill was finding a private sector partner to, which I incidentally support, not privatisation ..

DORRIES
And if that bill had come ..

SMITH
Just a minute ..

DORRIES
.. to the House of Commons ..

DIMBLEBY  
No hang on, let ..

DORRIES
.. maybe we would.

DIMBLEBY  
Let ..

SMITH
Nadine ..

DIMBLEBY  
.. Jacqui Smith finish. 

SMITH
Was finding a private sector partner to help the Royal Mail to continue its modernisation to safeguard the jobs in my view of Billy’s, Billy’s members. The reason why that bill is not being progressed at the moment is because the current economic climate makes it very difficult to find that commercial partner.

DORRIES
TNT are absolutely desperate to talk to you.

SMITH
Nadine ..

DORRIES
TNT are absolutely desperate to ...

DIMBLEBY  
Hold on.

SMITH
Nadine a position ..

DIMBLEBY  
Can I just, can I just, between the two of you just for a second ..

SMITH
.. which according to the Financial Times even your front bench spokes people have this week accepted. That is the economic reality ..

DIMBLEBY  
Waiting patiently ..

DORRIES
That is not ..

SMITH
That is the reason for the bill not being pursued.

DIMBLEBY  
Waiting patiently to have his say is Maajid Nawaz.

NAWAZ
Thank you Jonathan. You know I’ve just shared the car over here with Billy. And I’ve got to say you’re my kind of bloke. I really do like you. But I – please don’t take this personally.

DIMBLEBY  
You’re now going to put the knife in.

NAWAZ
But I just want everyone to just, just think about this. I mean the victims of this strike are, are people – unions, the purpose of unions is they’re meant to represent the poor, disempowered, those who don’t have a voice. So the victims of this strike are the mothers who are waiting for their child benefit cheques, hospital patients, basically mothers who are waiting for their kids’ school acceptance, old aged pensioners who are waiting for their pensions to come through the post, small businesses, vaccines and child benefit cheques. So the question I, I’d really ask is and still – does anyone really know why this strike is going on? I mean what’s the root cause for the strike? Anyone? Raise your hands. I mean it’s really – for the sake of the radio no one just raised their hands. 

DIMBLEBY  
Can you, can, can you, can you, can you, can you, can you – there do seem Billy Hayes to be a number of reasons that are, that are ... It’s, it’s jobs. It’s the, the working conditions. It’s pensions. It’s how many, how many ways are we going to have to change. You said just now that you weren’t blameless.

HAYES
Yeah. 

NAWAZ
No but just a minute.

DIMBLEBY  
Where, where does the, why can’t you give us a simple, clear if they delivered this we would be able to say no more strikes. 

HAYES
I’ll give you the answer to that Jonathan in an acronym. ACAS. They need to get into ACAS. You need to ask Adam Crozier why won’t you go to ACAS. Cos what we’ve said is this. We’re quite happy to have our record examined. Will you have yours examined. By the way can I just say about back benchers ..

NAWAZ
Can I just ask you a question Billy?

HAYES
Can I just say this thing about Nadine, about back benchers?

NAWAZ
No please, please ..

HAYES
It’s a bit rich Nadine to talk about back benchers rebelling. Because when Michael Heseltine tried to privatise the Post Office last time it was your back benchers who fought it off. So let’s, let’s, you know it’s not as if the Tories are blameless in this ..
[APPLAUSE]

DORRIES
Different age.

HAYES
You know so, so you know ..

DIMBLEBY  
Maajid? Maajid Nawaz.

DORRIES
That’s cos ...

NAWAZ
...

DIMBLEBY  
Maajid. Maajid.

NAWAZ
Just very quickly sir because I was actually trying to make a point that you talk about workers and jobs and I’m just really just appalled that when Royal Mail wanted to bring in temporary workers – now temporary workers, the nature of these people are they’re looking for jobs even if they’re temporary. And I understand that your union is opposing that and seeking a High Court injunction against Royal Mail taking on temporary workers. Now I am still waiting for my wireless package to come through the post. I currently don’t have internet because I’m frustrated that I can’t get any mail delivered to me. Every day people are suffering. And I think whatever the reasons are it’s about time that you, you alleviated the suffering of the British people cos you’re crippling our postal service.

DIMBLEBY  
I’m going to leave it there cos we’ve got lots of questions. Just very briefly to you Nadine Dorries. Do you think that the privatisation to which your leader has committed himself of the Royal Mail will solve the problem?

DORRIES
I think it’s going to have to because we don’t have a Royal Mail that we all remember, these fond emotions and memories. It just doesn’t exist. I did speak to my own post lady this morning actually about this at length on my doorstep. And we don’t have what the rail, Royal Mail used to be. She told me that most of the letters she delivers are actually junk mail. She doesn’t deliver proper letters any more. And so we’re going to have to privatise it if we want it to exist. It’s a bitter pill we’re going to have to swallow.

DIMBLEBY  
And, and final word ..

DORRIES
And it may ..

DIMBLEBY  
Okay. And final, and final word to you Billy Hayes. Are you not walking into an elephant trap from the perspective of your members of privatisation come what may?

HAYES
Well we’ve had three attempts to privatise the Royal Mail in diff.., in different form. But you, but the issue is this. We want a resolution to this dispute. We want to get round the table with Royal Mail. We’ve offered ACAS. I, what more can we say than say we’re quite happy to have our record examined.

DIMBLEBY  
Okay. You’ve said that. Now I just, I said I was going to move on but it’s important this.

HAYES
Okay.

DIMBLEBY  
Jacqui Smith, he said we will go to ACAS but he hasn’t said which is the position of the, of Crozier, suspend the strike first and then we will go to ACAS. What do you think if you were in authority in this, what should they do? Should they, should they say “No we won’t strike next week. We will go to ACAS instead”?

SMITH
I think I would be better if they did suspend the strike mainly for the reasons that Maajid was talking about. But the key point – and Billy has been crystal clear about this – is he’s willing to go to arbitration, they’re willing to get into the details which I think we’re still not quite sure about, about what this strike is for. And they’re willing to actually get round the table with the help of ACAS if necessary and solve it for the good of his members and for the good of the postal service that British people need.

DIMBLEBY  
Any chance you will suspend next week’s strike? 

HAYES
Well I’ll try and be clear, right, again. We want Royal Mail to pick up the offer. Much as I love you Jonathan I’m not going to negotiate with Royal Mail through Any Questions. But can I be – everything is on the table.

DIMBLEBY  
Okay.

HAYES
But they’ve got to take that offer up. 

DIMBLEBY  
Who – let me just ask the audience here cos there’s, there’s a lot of public concern and, and engagement and interest in this for obvious reasons. Who finds themselves broadly speaking in sympathy with the stance taken by the union as articulated by Billy Hayes? Would you put your hands up? Who finds themselves out of sympathy with that? Well in this audience – and it’s not a scientifically selected audience – I would say there was roughly two thirds who are not sympathetic and about a third who are sympathetic to the stance. You may have views about that. If so the Saturday edition of Any Questions broadcast is followed by Any Answers. The number to ring for Any Answers is 03700 100444 and the email address is any.answers@bbc.co.uk. Can we go to our next please?


























COLLINS
Peter Collins. What should the mainstream parties be doing to attract the votes of the one million people who voted BNP in the European elections?

DIMBLEBY  
Billy Hayes?

HAYES
Well I think first of all re-engagement of the people who, who’ve not voted. I mean if you look at the BNP vote, the BNP vote didn’t actually go up. It actually, there was a collapse in the Labour vote that led to – so I would like to see more re-engagement and dealing with issues of housing, unemployment around those issues. But you see I think the genius of New Labour was it was a coalition. It was a coalition if you like between the organised working class represented by the trade unions. I don’t just mean unions affiliated. I mean the broad working class. And the aspirant people. People who want to do better in life. That was the genius of New Labour and the Labour government. I think what’s happened, and if you talk about people I represent, and we represent some of the lowest paid people in Britain but we also represent some of the highest paid people in Britain because we’ve got people in the telecommunications sector, do very specialised and highly skilled jobs. So we represent a broad coalition. And there’s been a collapse in Labour support because it felt that Labour has let them down on issues like housing. You know the housing, it, particularly housing but also we’ve got the problems that we are in the economy at the moment. So they’re the kind of issues I think that Labour needs to address and ..

DIMBLEBY  
You think, you think that the, the questions of immigration, the questions of whiteness to which the leadership refers are not relevant. It’s domestic issues of housing?

HAYES
Well isn’t it interesting issues of immigration rise when, when we’re in, in troubled times. And when we’re not in troubled times, when we’re in times of prosperity it’s less of an issue. You know so I don’t, I think the BNP is a kind of a – probably we’ll get onto this question. But it’s pandering to, to a certain mindset and saying it’s all about immigration, you know. Per head of – immigration is kind of this idea that there’s not enough room on our island for, to take all these people in. But if you look at say somewhere like Holland which is much more dem.., densely populated than say somewhere like India, so it’s not an issue of just numbers, it’s an issue of jobs, housing and those kind of issues.

DIMBLEBY  
Maajid?

NAWAZ
I think that, there’s a, a very, very bad disease that’s going through the UK at the moment. And I call it Liberal paralysis. Now I, I, though I’m sitting on the right here with Nadine who’s a lovely lady, I’m of the centre left persuasion naturally, but I, I would be critical of my own people in this regard politically. And I would say that there are too many taboos we’re just not prepared to address. Now to give an example there is extremism in our communities both amongst a minority – and I emphasise a minority of Muslims who are extreme and a minority of people that are of the far right claiming they represent white communities, working class white communities. But if we continue to be paralysed in addressing extremism within Muslim communities all we are doing is handing over the monopoly to the BNP to address those issues. We’ve got, we’ve got organisations in this country that publicly advocate the killing of British troops in Iraq and in Afghanistan. We’ve got organisations that publicly advocate suicide bombings inside Israel and distance themselves for being considered British in the name of my faith. And if as politicians and as people that are in positions of responsibility we can’t challenge those people head on – I’m not saying ban them if they’re not violent – I’m saying a civic challenge is absolutely necessary. If we can’t address the elephants in the room we’re handing the monopoly over to people like Nick Griffin who’s a bit of a buffoon but he’s the only one addressing these issues. Now I would love, I would love – and I’ve done this before with Geert is to challenge and debate Nick Griffin even on this show if you have him on here, and have a one on one with him about his views about Islam. But I think that so many politicians are scared of addressing issues like immigration and of the role of Islam and faith in society and, and I think that we need to start training up on the, on the arguments that Nick Griffin is using to appeal to the white working class groups and start adopting critiques and reputations of those arguments. 

DIMBLEBY  
Just on that particular point Jacqui Smith when, when you were Home Secretary you, you, you sough to ban Geert Wilders from coming here and that ban by the courts has been overturned which would have denied him, has so far denied people like Maajid the ability to debate what you regard as unacceptable views. Do you think you are running scared as it’s suggested?

SMITH
No, no I don’t. And incidentally what I tried to do with Geert Wilders was the same thing that the Dutch parliament did and that was to prevent him coming to our parliament. The Dutch parliament didn’t allow him to, to show his film ..

DIMBLEBY  
But you don’t, you don’t, you don’t ..

SMITH
.. in their own parliament.

DIMBLEBY  
.. but you don’t just do things cos other parliaments do it do you?

SMITH
And he was subject, and incidentally ..

DIMBLEBY  
I mean you make your own decision.

SMITH
And incidentally he was subject to legal action within his own country. I took the view when I was Home Secretary actually and I support very strongly what Maajid has just said, that we do need to stand up to extremism from whatever direction it comes, that there are certain values in this country that are shared, of pluralism, of democracy, of free speech, of tolerance that are shared incidentally by people across a whole range of faiths and that are attacked by extremists on the far right and sometimes by extremists on you know, Islamic extremists for example which is why you know I was very keen to work with Maajid to, to counter that when I was Home Secretary.

DIMBLEBY  
And given the growth of the BNP and its success which has led to him being on Question Time et cetera, do you think that the mainstream parties which is implicit in the question have failed? Have you failed to, to, to, to deliver people if you like from the BNP?

SMITH
To that, to the extent that any BNP representative is elected and you know we had a councillor elected in my constituency, the mainstream parties have failed. And we do need to re-engage on those bread and butter issues that people understandably are worried about to talk ..

DIMBLEBY  
What does re-engage mean? 

SMITH
What it means is ..

DIMBLEBY  
It’s one of these sort of abstract words.

SMITH
I’ll tell you what it means. It means t... explaining to people how actually we are building more than a hundred thousand new council houses, that we are giving councils now the flexibility for example to house those in need but to be able to recognise things like people who’ve lived in an area for a long time who want a council house, to, to debunk the myths about immigration but also talk about the big reforms that we need made to be willing to talk about immigration. And I, you know when I was Home Sectary, not only did we put in place the biggest reforms in our immigration system for a generation but I tried to talk about those as well. It’s not always easy but in my own constituency I’ve just done a very large survey and consultation exercise on what should be the next stages of reform on immigration. We’ve got to talk to people about those things. We’ve got to as well identify the ideology that informs the BNP. Identify and challenge their ideology, re-engage and make a difference to people’s lives.

DIMBLEBY  
Nadine Dorries?

DORRIES
What a pity you didn’t conduct that survey Jacqui when you were the Home Secretary because the reforms you brought in to control immigration simply are not working. You brought in a points system but with no actual cap on numbers which makes the whole points system completely useless. I think that, going back to the substantive question about how we engage with the BNP it’s interesting, cos Manchester University have just produced some information which was fascinating to read. In ninety seven when Labour came to power BNP had zero presence, no power whatsoever. Now in two thousand and nine they have sixty councillors, three MEPs and a member of the GLA. And so they are very definitely growing and on the march even though their vote percentage fell down due to the collapse of the Labour vote recently. And you know as Billy said the people who are voting BNP actually are ninety percent have Labour MPs in their constituencies. And it’s because these people are desperate. They, they don’t know where to go. Nobody is answering their needs. They feel disappointed and let down by Labour who realise that they don’t, they don’t solve their problems or provide the answers that they need to help them. And so they’re moving to D, BNP out of desperation because of a failing government. And I think what we have to do in order to re-engage them is to show my party is going to show them that some of the problems seriously need to be addressed, like the broken society that we live in. We need to get kids off drugs. We need to break the drug problem. We need to stop children getting on conveyor belts into crime at a very young age. And what we need to do is to get into societies, into these broken societies and start repairing from within. And then when those people see that actually something is happening within their communities to make life better for those people then maybe they will begin to re-engage with the political process again. But at the moment they are looking for their protest vote.

DIMBLEBY  
Briefly Jacqui? [APPLAUSE]

SMITH
Nadine first of all your point about where the BNP are active is, is just wrong. You know they are very active for example in Conservative controlled areas like ...

DORRIES
Ninety percent have Labour MPs.

SMITH
However I don’t want, you know I actually think it’s very disappointing Nadine that one of the things, good things it seemed to me about Question Time last night was a coalition of the major political parties against the BNP. You’ve chosen to use this question to have a go at the Labour Party. Now ... 

DIMBLEBY  
There wasn’t a coalition ..

DORRIES
No. 

DIMBLEBY  
.. there wasn’t a, no ..

SMITH
But I think it would be .. [APPLAUSE]

DIMBLEBY  
There was a ..

DORRIES
... [inaudible] ... 

DIMBLEBY  
There was a coalition, if I’m right, there was, there was a coalition of hostility towards what the BNP represented. There wasn’t a coalition on the question of immigration when it came up because in fact there was a debate as you’ve just been articulating yourselves over whether or not the government was effective in combating the views of those who feel alienated or frustrated on the issue of immigration. 

SMITH
Yeah well we’ve seen a reduction ..

DORRIES
And I can assure you Jacqui the BNP aren’t doing so well because Labour’s such a marvellous government and are answering those people’s needs. There is a reason why people are voting BNP and there’s a reason why they’re voting mainly in the Northern heartlands. 

SMITH
Nadine there is ..

DORRIES
And it’s because those people are let down. 

SMITH
Nadine I thought there was a coalition of serious political parties against an ideology that has no place in our political system. 

DORRIES
That doesn’t mean we ignore the reason why they exist.

SMITH
But this evening you don’t, but this evening Nadine you don’t seem to want to be part of that coalition ..

DIMBLEBY  
Maajid ..

NAWAZ
Yeah ..

SMITH
.. and I think that’s a shame. [APPLAUSE]

NAWAZ
Putting aside the, putting aside the clear party political point scoring that seems to be going on here on both sides I would say something. I think Jacqui’s on, within the Labour Party, personally knowing her ... right side of some of this debate and that is that her struggle is actually, your struggle Jacqui is more with inside Labour as we were just discussing before we came on here.

DIMBLEBY  
That’s not very helpful cos we can’t repeat the discussion here.

NAWAZ
There’s a, there’s a history, there’s a history which I’d be the first to say actually. There’s a history in this country sadly, through the nineties and it’s being fixed now by the Labour leadership but they may be on their way out but there’s a, there’s a history of living together apart. There are segregated communities. I don’t think the problem is so much as immigration as that when people either are born in this country or come to this country they ghettoise themselves, either there’s self segregation or there’s a government policy of, of keeping them apart. And in the name of multiculturalism tolerating intolerance. Now again I’m not saying ban bad opinions. I’m saying we have to start challenging, just as we challenge racism in society ..

DIMBLEBY  
Would you ban – you’ve talked about ban. Would you ban Hizb ut-Tahrir which the Conservative Shadow Home Secretary just said would be banned if the Tories came to power?

NAWAZ
See this is where I’d agree, disagree with the Conservatives and say that actually my official policy has always been that like the BNP Hizb ut-Tahrir is not a terrorist or violent organisation. The best way to deal with people that do not advocate violence is to have an open debate with them. We can win the arguments as ... last night demonstrated on Question Time. There’s no reason to be afraid of promoting pluralism. Pluralism is the best weapon against intolerance and totalitarian ideologies. [APPLAUSE]

DIMBLEBY  
A reminder of the Any Answers number again on that. It’s 03700 10044 and the email address is any.answers@bbc.co.uk. Our next question please.






















DAVIES
Derek Davies. Did MPs shoot themselves in the foot by not standing up to the media in the expenses row? And has Sir Thomas Legg helped or hindered their case?

DIMBLEBY  
The phrase “McCarthyite witch hunts” comes to mind. Nadine Dorries?

DORRIES
Gosh, did MPs shoot themselves in the foot? What did I .. You know can I just say before I begin cos I feel I need to say this always now. My name’s Nadine Dorries. I’m an MP. I’ve never claimed for mortgage on my expenses. Therefore I have never flipped. I have never benefited in any way. I’ve never claimed for a cleaner or a gardener, a duck house, a moat or anything. I don’t own a company that I pay funds into. I’ve never claimed for petty cash or for food. 

NAWAZ
And she’s from Liverpool. 

DORRIES
And I feel – and I’m from Liverpool. And I feel I need to say that now to every person that I meet. And my expenses were poured over by the scrutiny and I do not have to pay a penny back in misclaimed expenses. [APPLAUSE] 

DIMBLEBY  
That said you used the term “witch hunt” in relationship to the critique ..

DORRIES
Because I felt that I was in a strong position to be able to do so at the time knowing that I’d never claimed for mortgages or anything else. The, was there a witch hunt? Do you know there are six hundred and forty six MPs. And I’d say out of those six hundred and forty six MPs that maybe twenty, thirty even are, are maybe you know bad apples in the bunch. I don’t know. I’m waiting for that to be proved. But probably. But you know I remember when I was a young nurse working in Liverpool being asked as a very naïve young nurse to watch the ward doors once. And I was telling Billy about this before. And I was asked to watch the ward doors not knowing why. And when I looked back there were nurses nicking sheets out the linen cupboard. And it’s, so wherever, wherever you have human beings, wherever you work, in whatever field there are always going to be – unless we have robots doing the job – an element of this. But it, what happened in the expenses crisis was a witch hunt in terms of all six hundred and forty six were tarred with exactly the same brush. Admin errors, errors that were made purely in a genuine way were conflated with serious fraud. And that was the problem. And there was a, a huge issue in parliament at the time when it was, it was just wrong.

DIMBLEBY  
Do you understand, do you understand the evident ..

DORRIES
I understand totally.

DIMBLEBY  
.. apparent anger that the public has ..

DORRIES
Absolutely cos I was angry.

DIMBLEBY  
.. that they feel people had their snouts in the trough basically.

DORRIES
Yeah, absolutely. But you know believe me, the media don’t, don’t report ever anything that’s absolutely ... I understand the anger. I was angry myself. I was shocked and horrified at what some MPs were doing. And I, I felt completely let down and dis... because I did not go into parliament to fiddle my expenses. Every morning when I walk under the arch in parliament I feel absolutely proud and humble to do so. And I haven’t done for a few weeks now because I feel as though the, the honour and the, just the pleasure of my job has been completely robbed from me by those people who have fiddled the expenses and done it for their own benefit. And it makes me feel ill sometimes. Did we shoot ourselves in the foot by, by not standing up for ourselves? I think people had a right to know exactly the truth of what was happening not just what a newspaper chose selectively to whip up the frenzy and to tell you. They have, everyone had a right to know exactly what was happening. And has the Legg Report hindered things? I don’t think so. You know there are letters of apologies flying out from Legg now. He wrote to me. He said I’d been paid for a phone bill twice. I haven’t. You look at the statement it says “Funds recovered the next day”. So you know I don’t know if it actually has hindered or helped. What I do know is we need to get back to a system whereby I don’t want my expenses ..

DIMBLEBY  
Okay.

DORRIES
House of Commons take them. You pay everybody and everything and just let me get on with my job. [APPLAUSE]

DIMBLEBY  
In your case Jacqui Smith of course the situation is known because the Standards Committee investigated and reported and you were, you apologised for the mistake that you had made. Do you, do you feel that the anger directed at you is justified?

SMITH
Er ..

DIMBLEBY  
Or do you think that you kind of shot yourself in the foot by not standing up to the media?

SMITH
No I think the anger’s justified in terms of the way in which we haven’t done the right thing on expenses. Individually we’ve made mistakes. I’ve made mistakes and I’ve apologised for them. I think we were wrong not to reform the system earlier. I think we were wrong looking back on it not to open that up to public scrutiny. I agree with Nadine that people have got the right to know how public money is being spent, when it’s being provided as allowances for MPs. I’ve had more than my share of media scrutiny but I don’t blame the media for that. And you know I don’t feel that I am a victim. I think I am responsible for the things that I’ve done. That’s why I’ve apologised for them. [APPLAUSE] I think that Legg, the Legg process is right. We do need, and this is what the Legg process is looking in excruciating detail at every claim and every receipt that anybody has put in over the last four or five years and where he feels that that’s inappropriate even if it was within the rules at the time asking people to repay it and ..

DIMBLEBY  
Given, given the feeling that there is, and although the Standards Committee made it clear that they did not feel you needed to pay back the hundred thousand plus that you had wrongly claimed between two thousand and one and two thousand and seven do you ..

SMITH
That figure’s wrong Jonathan incidentally.

DIMBLEBY  
What is the figure?

DORRIES
... 

SMITH
It’s not ..

DIMBLEBY  
Between two thousand and one, two thousand seven.

SMITH
The point that they made was ..

DIMBLEBY  
No, what is the figure sorry? The figure’s wrong. You’re correcting me. 

SMITH
The point that they made was had I designated my home in a different way it wouldn’t have necessarily made a difference to the amount that I claimed. 

DIMBLEBY  
Yes but you did claim, you did claim wrongly ..

SMITH
Just under a hundred th..

DIMBLEBY  
.. over ..

SMITH
.. under a hundred thousand pounds.

DIMBLEBY  
Under a hundred thousand. Do you think simply because of the attitude the public has that like others have done that you just should volunteer to pay some of that back as a gesture of, of sorrow and regret rather than simply what some people judged to be a rather reluctant apology on that front?

SMITH
Well I have paid, I paid back in advance money that clearly I shouldn’t have claimed for the films that people know about. I’ve paid back, I will pay back the money that Legg has asked me to pay back when he’s looked retrospectively at how much money I claimed ... 

DIMBLEBY  
How much has he asked you to pay back?

SMITH
Just about fifteen hundred pounds. And I’ve sent a cheque [LAUGHS] And I’ve sent a cheque already. And anything that I’ve been asked to pay back I have paid back and I will. But I do think it’s also fair that when you go through a seven month investigation as I did, when you go night by night through your ministerial and other diaries with the Commissioner, when he makes a ruling but when the Cross Party Parliamentary Committee then make a ruling as well that what, that you fulfil what they’ve asked you to do. That’s what I’ve done.

DIMBLEBY  
Is it frustrating or painful to you, cos I’m sure a lot of people will be curious about this, to feel that the, that the political or at least the ministerial epitaph that you have is bound to be that it was to do with the second home and to do with these films?



SMITH
Well of course it is which is part of the reason why I’m here this evening, which is why I’m out and about in my constituency, because actually saying sorry is only part of what I need to do and what others need to do. You know as my mum always used to say to me you know you don’t just say sorry, you put it right. I put it right by working as hard as I can for my constituents, by standing up for my party and I hope expressing and defending the government as I’m doing this evening and by being willing to answer questions to the public. That’s what I’ve done throughout the whole of this and that’s what I’m going to continue doing. [APPLAUSE] 

DIMBLEBY  
And it’s a pleasure to have you on the programme.

SMITH
Thank you Jonathan. 

DIMBLEBY  
Briefly the two non-politicians, so I’d like to move on relatively swiftly please. Billy Hayes first.

HAYES
Well first of all I agree with Nadine. I think it’s a very worrying trend in this expenses scandal. In any organisation I have my wages and no doubt there’ll be stuff in the papers about my wages, my house, my mortgage et cetera, et cetera, et cetera. The issue is this you see. I think it’s a very worrying trend. I agree with Nadine. The worrying trend is the idea that every single politician is in it for themselves. I deal with all politicians – Labour, Tory, Liberals. Do you know what? The vast majority in every political party I’ve ever met, most of them go into politics cos they want to make the world a better place. It’s as simple as that. Whatever political philosophy they come from and a very worrying trend I think in our society now, this idea – this was all whipped up by the Daily Telegraph. I think it could have been handled better. I think that the speaker didn’t help things. I think the redact.. the redacted – what we all know now means blacked out or blanked out – didn’t know what the word meant until I, we found out about it. But we all know what redacted means now. I think it was handled badly. And I don’t think Legg is being completely fair I have to say to go – cos let’s think about it. Anyone has to do with expenses, in this audience tonight, if somebody went back through your expenses, the company you worked for, five years and said oh we’ve found out that on such and such a date you claimed this, maybe over-claimed. I think it’s a very worrying trend Jonathan. It’s very anti-politics trend towards this. Most people go into public life, whether that be trade unions, whether that be political parties or any other voluntary organisation, to make the world a better place, you know and most of the politicians of all political stripes I’ve met – Tory, Labour, Liberal or any other party, the vast majority of them do it because they want to make the world a better place. [APPLAUSE]

DIMBLEBY  
Maajid Nawaz?

NAWAZ
So I’ve been asked to be very brief so I’ll say this theoretically at least on this subject that I’m about to say Nadine and Jacqui can agree and that is that the expenses scandal was indefensible. But moving forward I think that I don’t want to see the sort of Britain where if anyone’s seen Yes Prime Minister where civil servants, middle to senior ranking civil servants are paid higher than legislators. Currently there are civil servants working for our Home Office that are earning eighty to a hundred, to a hundred and twenty thousand .. [APPLAUSE] And MPs who begin in parliament are earning sixty four thousand. So they’re earning double legislators in this country. So if we’re going to make cut backs let’s cut back on those pen pushers in the Civil Service that don’t really do much apart from take holidays all the time. I have to deal with them on a regular basis. And I’d say that legislators do deserve a bit of slack. Now I know this isn’t necessarily that popular. What I’d say is that you know we want to attract the best talent when it comes to legislation and currently we’re not doing so. If everyone you know wants to w... against politicians that’s why I think. I think that’s the case.


DIMBLEBY  
Thank you. [APPLAUSE] And our next please. 

HITE
John Hite. Are all women shortlists a justifiable bad policy?

DIMBLEBY  
Women shortlists for seats in the running up to, in the run up to elections? Jacqui Smith?

SMITH
I’m proud to have been selected on an all woman shortlist.

DORRIES
Shame on you. 

SMITH
And that’s because actually I want a parliament and a government that looks like the people it’s trying to govern in aid of. And before I got into parliament in nineteen ninety seven you know let’s not forget, there were more people called John than there were women in parliament.  I don’t think that that was the sort of parliament that was likely to make good decisions. Now if we had had a system whereby simply by you know exhortation we’d managed to get more equality that would have been great. But I’m afraid the situation is that – and the F... Society have reported on this recently. If we continue at the same speed as we’re going at the moment it would take us in the Labour Party twenty years before we had equality. It would take the Tories four hundred years before they had equality. Now that doesn’t strike me, it doesn’t strike me at the moment that there are four good men ..

DORRIES
... 

SMITH
.. for every good woman. But that’s the situation that we have in parliament. If you want to change it you’ve got to take action to change it and you will end up with a better parliament and a better government for doing that. 

DIMBLEBY  
Maajid Nawaz? [APPLAUSE]

NAWAZ
First of all Jacqui I congratulate you being the first women Home Secretary. I’ve got to say though I don’t, I don’t believe in positive discrimination. I don’t believe in affirmative action as it’s otherwise known. I think that just as patronising as it would be for for example me to be where I am if I for example if I was selected in anything just because I have to be of a different skin colour or a Muslim. I’d rather be where I am because of my, hopefully my eloquence, my being very articulate making my points, my intelligence and not because of my skin colour. And likewise I think it’s for women, it’s very patronising to be told you’re only where you are .. 

DORRIES
Absolutely. 

NAWAZ
.. because you’re a woman. [APPLAUSE]  So what I think instead we need to have is that, my understanding is that there aren’t enough women putting their names forward for the PPC positions. And so if more women put their names forward then we can start addressing whether there is real discrimination in the selection procedures. Now our think tank’s currently researching on this subject, soon to release a report on the selection procedures for prospective parliamentary candidates and let’s see what the results show us. But I’d like to see if there really is discrimination. Because I think the problem lies in women not putting, not enough women putting their names forward to be MPs. But there’s absolutely no reason why women should not be treated equally and not be patronised just as people of different ethnic minority backgrounds. Essentially we have to start from the premise that everyone’s equal. [APPLAUSE]

DIMBLEBY  
Billy Hayes?

HAYES
Well Maajid they’re not. They’re not. Women don’t have an equal share, there’s not equal share of the responsibilities in most homes. There’s not equal share of the child care in this country. [APPLAUSE] You know it’s an absolute fact. Cos if we’re all equal why isn’t there equal – I think it was a great idea of the Labour Party to introduce and change the law for all women shortlists. And I agree one hundred percent with David Cameron to have an all women shortlist in selected seats in Tory constituencies cos we need to ..

NAWAZ
Would you have an all Asian shortlist and an all black shortlist?

HAYES
Hang on a minute. Hang on a minute. We’re talking about ..

NAWAZ
Would you?

HAYES
.. all women shortlists here.

NAWAZ
What’s the difference?

HAYES
Well ..

NAWAZ
Women don’t choose to be women ..

HAYES
Well there is ..

NAWAZ
.. blacks don’t choose to be blacks. What’s the difference?

HAYES
Well if it hadn’t have been, if it hadn’t been – let’s just deal with the Labour Party. If it hadn’t have been for the Black Socialist Society in the Labour Party we wouldn’t have the number of black representatives we have in the Labour ..

NAWAZ
That’s not positive discrimination. I’m asking about all black shortlists. 

HAYES
No but that, but we ... I wouldn’t need to consider that. But let me just ..

NAWAZ
You wouldn’t consider all black shortlists?

HAYES
Hang on a minute. Hang on a minute. I .. Jonathan can I take my – my point is this.

DIMBLEBY  
Yes you may.

HAYES
We’re dealing with all women shortlists. I agree with David Cameron what he’s doing ..

DIMBLEBY  
Okay.

HAYES
.. about all women shortlists because you know let’s have a bit of better balance. There’s too many ties and suits in the House of Commons.  A bit more frocks and a bit more dresses ...  [APPLAUSE]

DIMBLEBY  
Nadine Dorries, you very publicly said that you think David Cameron’s wrong about this?

DORRIES
Well can I just qualify that? David is – I’ll just make my position very clear on all women shortlists. But you know David has made a pledge and he made a pledge that he was going, when he first became leader that he would make sure there were more women in the Conservative Party as MPs when the next election came. And he has jumped through hoops to try and make that happen in a number of ways. The fact is that only thirty percent of the applicants to be an MP are in fact coming from women. And so in order to, for him to reach that pledge he’s having to go down this route of all women shortlists which I do not ..

DIMBLEBY  
Cos you think he’s wrong? You think he’s wrong?

DORRIES
That’s what David wants to do and David and I have discussed this and he knows – and that’s the great thing about the Conservative Party .. 

NAWAZ
I’ll say he’s wrong. 

DORRIES
We can have a difference, we can have difference of opinions and it really doesn’t matter.

DIMBLEBY  
Why do you think he’s wrong? 

DORRIES
I think he’s wrong ..

DIMBLEBY  
Why do you think that Jacqui Smith is wrong?

DORRIES
.. you know I, I, well I think Jacqui you know, shame on you that you think by being given a helping hand to get into parliament that you’re proud to be there. Because if I had been given a helping hand I would not be able to look my colleagues in the eye. I would feel like a lesser person than they are. And as though I wasn’t worthy of being in that place. Because when I got into parliament I competed, I ended up on a shortlist against two men and I took those two men on in the presentations and the speeches ..

SMITH
But ..

DORRIES
.. and I won outright. And I felt proud to do so because I know I have every right to be in parliament as every man in that place has.

SMITH
But Nadine this isn’t about me. This isn’t about you. It’s about whether or not we’ve got a parliament that looks like the people it represents ..

DORRIES
Okay well let’s talk about that. Can we talk about that?

SMITH
.. and that makes good decisions. And until action ..

DIMBLEBY  
In the time we’ve got you can talk about it. 

SMITH
.. was taken to make it more equal very little progress was made and there still hasn’t been enough progress and David Cameron ..

DORRIES
But the issue is that there ..

SMITH
.. David Cameron can make all the ..

DORRIES
.. okay Jacqui how many women on your shortlist ..

SMITH
..  David Cameron can make ..

DIMBLEBY  
One at, one at a time though I’d suggest.

DORRIES
.. in your cabinet ..

SMITH
David Cameron ..

DORRIES
Zero. 

DIMBLEBY  
Hang about. Hang about.

SMITH
David Cameron can make all the pledges that he likes ..

DIMBLEBY  
The idea of having ..

SMITH
.. but if he’s not willing to take action that’s just talk, talk, talk. 

DIMBLEBY  
The idea of having ..

DORRIES
Can I just say ..

DIMBLEBY  
One of, one of the alleged advantages of having more women in the House of Commons so the women tell us, so the women tell us is that ..

DORRIES
Well that’s just not true.

DIMBLEBY  
.. they unlike the men don’t talk over each other.

DORRIES
That’s not true. 

SMITH
I’ve never believed that. [APPLAUSE] 

DORRIES
That’s a myth. [APPLAUSE]

DIMBLEBY  
Right. Right.

DORRIES
The ..

DIMBLEBY  
The referee before we say time’s out I’ve got about half a minute. Final thought on this Jacqui first?

SMITH
I, well I think I’ve, I’ve pretty well covered ..

DORRIES
She’s used her time ..

DIMBLEBY  
Unbelievable. Okay.

SMITH
I’ve gone on some length about it.

DIMBLEBY  
Okay well then ..

DORRIES
Well we’ve had Labour all women shortlists and the number of women in the Labour cabinet is zero.

DIMBLEBY  
Okay.

DORRIES
And frankly with the quality that has been there I really don’t want ..

SMITH
That’s rubbish Nadine.

DORRIES
.. to see all women shortlists there again. 

DIMBLEBY  
On ..

SMITH
That’s wrong. 

DIMBLEBY  
On that c... on that, on that non-consensual note next week’s programme comes from the University of Cambridge celebrating its eight hundred years of existence. On our panel Shirley Williams, Ken Clarke, Lord Falconer, the former Lord Chancellor and Marta Andreasen who’s the UKIP MEP. Join us there. From here at Manor Field Primary School after I hope you’ve found it an engaging debate, goodbye.

END OF TRANSCRIPT



