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Factsheet – Making History
Tuesday 10th May 2011

Tom Holland presents the programme with a passion for the past.
Bouldnor Cliff
Bouldnor Cliff Jpegs 1 & 2
Garry Momber and Tom Holland close to Bouldnor Cliff
8,000 years ago a day trip to the Isle of Wight would have been a healthy walk from Lymington to Yarmouth. Today’s ferry journey takes passengers over a submerged landscape, flooded by a steady inundation as the ice sheets retreated. Incredibly marine archaeologists working off the coast of the Isle of Wight have found pieces of wood that were worked by the people who lived in this landscape. Tom Holland took the ferry to the Isle of Wight and a place called Bouldnor Cliff where Garry Momber, Director of the Wight and Hampshire Trust for Marine Archaeology told him more about  one of Europes most important Mesolithic sites.
Useful Links
Hampshire and Wight Trust for Marine Archaeology   http://www.hwtma.org.uk/bouldnor-cliff
BBC Hampshire   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/hampshire/6928293.stm

West Country ‘Beech Rows’
Following on from last week’s assertion by Professor Tom Williamson that lines of Scots Pines in the sandy East Anglian ‘Brecks’ could be remnants of hedges planted to prevent soil erosion, David Harvey,an Associate Professor in Historical Geography at the University of Exeter, discussed similar landscape features in West Country.
David told Making History:
“There are a lot of such beech hedges up on Exmoor, many of which have 'grown out' over the last century. Much of the old Exmoor Forest (what is now on the high moors around Simonsbath) was bought by someone called John Knight in 1818. He'd made a big stack of cash in the Worcestershire coalfields and wanted to invest it in land. He paid over the odds (around £50,000) to the Crown Estate, but thought he'd make big profits by 'improving' the land. He brought in professional shepherds from the north, paid for the construction of many miles of roads, and built up a system of high altitude improved farms. The beech hedges were planted to protect the land AND animals. The ultimately the scheme failed and the estate was sold in around 1900. 
Thomas Appletree
He played host to the King but helped a servant ride for the Parliamentarians, how did Thomas Appletree survive the English Civil War? Making History listener Anne Heyman is an ancestor of Appletree   and she went to Deddington in Oxfordshire to discover just how families managed to negotiate the politics that split a nation.
Deddington Jpeg
Listener Ann Heyman and the Making History team. 
Thomas (1606-1666) was active in the civil war. He acted as a sequestrator in the Commonwealth, taking land away from an uncle, who was a recusant, and giving it to his own brother. Strangely he also had various dealings with the King, who is recorded to have stayed in the Apletree family home in Deddington after the battle of Cropredy. There were two court cases in 1646 and 1651 accusing Thomas of "delinquency" but they were thrown out on a character reference from Brereton. He gained a pardon from the new King in1660. Thomas did very well for himself,  extending his house after the conflict with masonry from Woodstock, Charles 1st's Oxfordshire mansion.
Making History consulted Professor Mark Stoyle from the University of Southampton  http://www.southampton.ac.uk/history/profiles/stoyle.html
And Chris Day at the Department of Continuing Education at the University of Oxford http://www.conted.ox.ac.uk/staff/academicstaff/profile.php?a=alpha&id=51

Useful Links
Deddington On-Line  http://www.deddington.org.uk/index
The Abney Letters http://www.abneyletters.com/english_civil_war.html
BBC Oxford and the Civil War http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/multimedia/btp/oxford/oxford_text.shtml
British Civil Wars  http://www.british-civil-wars.co.uk/index.htm



Who were the Gepids? A listeners question takes us to Central and Eastern Europe in the third century  AD and a race of people who fail to make much of a mark on history because they were at arms’ length from Rome.       
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