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FACTSHEET– HOME PLANET
TUESDAY 15 Feb 2011

Guest: Dr Lynn Dicks http://www.zoo.cam.ac.uk/zoostaff/csg/dicks.html

Guest: Graham Appleton http://www.bto.org/about-bto/our-staff/graham-appleton

Guest: Professor Philip Stott http://parliamentofthings.info/


Transparency and risk in GM crops.

Information on EU guidelines and regulation on the coexistence of GM and organic crops. http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/gmo/coexistence/index_en.htm

A news report on the impact of EU regulation on the growing of GM crops in the UK. http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/feb/06/genetically-modified-crops-uk

A briefing on GM crops from the UK Natural Environment Research Council. http://www.nerc.ac.uk/research/issues/geneticmodification/

A briefing on GM foods from the organisation GeneWatch UK. http://www.genewatch.org/sub-405258

Information on golden rice, a rice strain genetically modified to include  a vitamin A precursor designed to reduce vitamin A deficiency in those people who depend on rice for subsistence. http://www.goldenrice.org/index.html

Why do geese honk as they fly?

A link providing information on all the geese found in the UK from the RSPB. http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/families/swans.aspx

News article describing how birds flying in formation have lower heart rates. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/1608251.stm

A description on the wing tip vortices explanation of why birds fly in formation. http://www.aerospaceweb.org/question/nature/q0237.shtml



Starling behaviour.

An article discussing the behaviour that leads to the very large starling flocks seen in the UK in Autumn. http://news.bbc.co.uk/earth/hi/earth_news/newsid_9175000/9175793.stm

A starling fact sheet from the British Trust for Ornithology. http://blx1.bto.org/birdfacts/results/bob15820.htm

A link to an academic research paper discussing foraging behaviour in starlings. http://www.staff.ncl.ac.uk/melissa.bateson/bateson_2002a.pdf



Where do flies go in winter?

Information on the lives of blow flies from the UK Natural History Museum. http://www.nhm.ac.uk/nature-online/species-of-the-day/scientific-advances/forensics/calliphora-vicina/biology/index.html

Brief advice on controlling flies as pests in the house. http://www.testvalley.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=9840

An information sheet on cluster flies that hibernate en masse over the winter. http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/answers/pestcontrol/Clusterfliesinfosheet.pdf

Why do we not find many bird corpses in the countryside?

Information on the sexton or burying beetle that is responsible for eating many small animal corpses. There is a link to a photograph of a dead blackbird buried by sexton beetles on this page. http://www.uksafari.com/sexton.htm

Further information on sexton beetles including a film of sexton beetles burying a corpse. http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/Burying_beetle

Information on the carrion eating habits of badgers. http://www.badgerland.co.uk/animals/food/deadmeat.html



Ends


