
  
Statement from Nicolas Belfrage 
 
Cedric Belfrage, my father, has been accused of spying for the USSR in documentation dis-
embargoed at midnight on 21st August 2015.  
 
I have not been able to view this documentation so cannot comment directly. What I do 
know is that the Belfrage family - Cedric, Mollie, Sally (all deceased) and myself - transferred 
from Los Angeles in the middle of 1941 to New York city where Cedric had been recruited to 
work with British Military Intelligence. He was a passionate anti-Nazi and had not yet 
qualified as an American citizen.  
 
This was before the USA had entered the war and shortly after the Germans invaded Russia 
in an attack which seemed destined to succeed. Britain had its back to the wall and without 
these alliances was facing almost certain defeat. The simple brief of British intelligence was 
to persuade America to join Britain in western Europe and to do whatever necessary to help 
the Soviets in the East.  
 
Years later, as has emerged in the documentation, the FBI questioned Cedric on his wartime 
activities and he maintained that the information he fed the Soviets was of a 'trifling nature' 
whose purpose was to get more substantial information from the Soviets.  
 
At this time (1947) Cedric had already started planning work on his unapologetically left-
wing weekly, The National Guardian. He never made any attempt to pretend he was not an 
avid left-winger whose goal in life was to bring justice and equality to humanity. He had 
been a declared member of the Communist party in the 1930s in Hollywood, but left the 
Party in disgust at its regimentation.  
 
It is suggested that Cedric Belfrage turned against his native land. Elizabeth Bentley, the 
agent for Russia turned informer for the FBI, said this to the Bureau in 1945: “Belfrage was 
an extremely odd character and rather difficult to deal with. Although passionately devoted 
to the cause (of ridding the world of fascism), he still considered himself a patriotic Britisher, 
and hence he would give us (NKVD) no information that showed up England’s mistakes or 
tended to make her a laughing stock.” 
 
Was Cedric Belfrage a spy ? As a recruited member of British intelligence, yes.  
 
Was he a double agent ? Possibly. Even probably. But his primary allegiance was to the 
British BSC 
 
Did his work help to deliver humanity from the evil of Nazism ? He played his part.  
 
Perhaps he is owed more congratulation than vilification.  
 
Addendum : 
 



Many years after the war, as I recall, the Sunday Times printed on its front page a list of 
alleged Russian spies, some alive, some dead.  
 
Cedric was listed among the dead. I phoned him at his Mexican home and said :  
 
"Pa, did you realise that you are a dead Russian spy ?" 
 
Silence. Finally :  
 
"Well, I do feel a bit dead at times, but I didn't know I was a Russian spy."  
 
Cedric was urged by his daughter Sally to claim damages on the grounds of not being dead. 
He received a moderate settlement which he used to come and visit us in Europe.  
 


