Thomas Dausgaard
Chief Conductor

City Halls
Glasgow
bbc.co.uk/
bbcsso

Photo/BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra and
Chief Conductor Thomas Dausgaard with the
Lunds Studentsångare at City Halls, Glasgow
on 17 May 2018 by Alex Woodward

Thomas Dausgaard
Chief Conductor

Donald Runnicles
Conductor Emeritus

Ilan Volkov
Principal Guest Conductor

Laura Samuel
Leader

Welcome
to our
2019/20
Season!

We are delighted to welcome you to a new Season with the
BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra.
Our Glasgow Series presents a bold range of exciting music to
expand your musical horizons. You can hear Bartók’s The Wooden
Prince, Prokofiev’s ‘Chout’ Suite and Respighi’s Church Windows,
alongside favourites such as Mahler’s Fifth Symphony, Tchaikovsky’s
First Piano Concerto featuring the prizewinning Russian pianist
Yulianna Avdeeva, Brahms’s A German Requiem and Bruch’s First
Violin Concerto performed by Norwegian virtuoso Henning
Kraggerud.
Our dedication to championing today’s cutting-edge composers
through commissioning is as strong as ever. We continue our
‘Scottish Inspirations’ theme with a new concerto for electric
violin from Mexican composer Enrico Chapela, to be premiered
by Pekka Kuusisto and with new works by Danish composer Bent
Sørensen and British composer Emma-Ruth Richards, together
with 6 other premieres.

Thomas Dausgaard
Chief Conductor

2020 is the 250th anniversary of Beethoven’s birth, and we join
the worldwide celebration of this musical giant with a cycle of
all nine Beethoven symphonies in May 2020 – details and ticket
availability to be announced in Summer 2019.
Through our busy programme of BBC Ten Pieces concerts for
schools, creative music events for families, and our work with
Sistema Scotland and the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland,
we are committed to nurturing young musicians and audiences.
We are also thrilled to reach audiences around the world through
broadcasts on BBC Radio, BBC TV and live online streaming, and
for the first time ever the orchestra travels to Japan in Autumn
2019 to perform a series of ‘BBC Proms’ concerts during a
week-long residence in Tokyo.
We are always excited to welcome leading conductors and
artists; some new to us, some old friends. All are sure to bring
inspiration and brilliance, and we look forward to working
with them.

Dominic Parker
Director

Spread the word! Nothing compares to the magic of experiencing
live music, and in City Halls you are so close to the performers you
can feel the music resonate in your body. We hope that you, your
friends and your families will be able to join us for what promises
to be yet another wonderful Season of music-making.
Photo/Thomas Dausgaard by Thomas Grøndahl

Subscribe to the BBC Scottish Symphony
Orchestra Glasgow Series
Save up to 30% with a Season Ticket
Why Book a Season Ticket? When you subscribe, not only
are you guaranteed a fantastic year of concerts, you also:
Save Money

Exclusive Subscriber Emails

By booking just 4 or more concerts – and the
more you book the more you save. This year you
can save up to 30% across the Glasgow Series.

To delve deeper into the season, subscribe to
4 or more concerts and explore the season
in our new subscriber-only emails full of
behind-the-scenes videos, photos, player
interviews and more.

Get a FREE Concert
When you book for 8, 11, or 15 concerts, which
means you can experience even more music.
For example, it’s the same price to book for
12 concerts as it is for 11, so use your free
concert to explore a composer or a piece
you don’t know.

Get Priority Booking
Secure the seats you want in advance,
guaranteeing you the best seats at the
best price if you book a subscription
before Friday 26 April 2019.

Access Rehearsals
and Recordings
Season Ticket holders receive exclusive
invitations to events throughout the Season.
Recent invitations have included: open
rehearsals and an opportunity to meet
orchestra members; a studio recording
session for BBC Radio 3; a commercial
recording session and pre-/postconcert events.

Exchange Your Tickets
For another concert in the Glasgow Series.
If you find you can’t attend a concert you’ve
booked in advance. We’ll happily swap them for
another Glasgow Series concert. Please note
that the Box Office requires 24 hours’ notice
and a £1 charge applies.

Extra Discount for Over 60s
Seniors are entitled to a further 5% off
Season Ticket prices for the Glasgow Series.

Opening Night
Thursday
26.09.2019
7.30pm
Chaya Czernowin
Once I blinked nothing was
the same (UK Premiere)
Bruch		
Violin Concerto No.1
Mahler
Symphony No.5
Henning Kraggerud violin
Thomas Dausgaard conductor
Concert ends at approx. 9.40pm

Mahler
Symphony No.5
A lone trumpet sounds in the darkness and Gustav
Mahler begins his great symphonic struggle from
tragedy to triumph – by way of midnight storms,
joyous horn-calls, and arguably the most tender
love-letter ever written without words: the rapturous
Adagietto. Here BBC SSO Chief Conductor Thomas
Dausgaard pairs it with Bruch’s much-loved Violin
Concerto – an ideal showcase for the “lovely freedom
and sense of fantasy” of Norwegian violinist Henning
Kraggerud. And to begin, discover the extraordinary
soundworld of Chaya Czernowin. “Can you imagine
making your ear into a huge microphone listening
to an amalgam of noises like the noises inside one’s
body?” she asks. This “large scale miniature” evokes
exactly that.
Prelude: 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Thomas Dausgaard introduces the 2019/20
Season and tonight’s opening concert.

Photo/Henning Kraggerud by
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Thursday
24.10.2019
7.30pm

Sibelius
Symphony No.2

The darkness of a northern night might be long
and wild but when the sun finally rises, it really rises.
The revels at Maxwell Davies’s Orkney Wedding go
Tchaikovsky 		 on till daybreak – but it’s when dawn arrives that the
full splendour of his vision becomes clear, in a blaze
Piano Concerto No.1
of bagpipes. Sibelius would have understood: he once
Sibelius
compared his Second Symphony to a great river,
Symphony No.2
and it’s crowned with one of the most stirring tunes
he ever wrote. It’s a magnificent complement to
Yulianna Avdeeva piano
Tchaikovsky’s battle-royale of a First Piano Concerto:
Thomas Dausgaard conductor
a thrilling showcase for the prizewinning Russian
Concert ends at approx. 9.30pm
pianist Yulianna Avdeeva.

Maxwell Davies
An Orkney Wedding, with Sunrise

Prelude: 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Dr Leah Broad, Lecturer in Music at Christ Church,
Oxford, introduces Sibelius’s Second Symphony.

Thursday
14.11.2019
7.30pm

Strauss
Don Quixote

Dressed in rusty armour, Don Quixote rides forth into
a world where windmills become giants and a wooden
horse can soar through the sky. Strauss is quick to laugh,
Prokofiev
		 but he’s quick to sympathise too, and Don Quixote
‘Chout’ Suite, Op.21b
contains some of the most heartfelt music he ever wrote:
the Armenian cellist Narek Hakhnazaryan is our Man of
Richard Strauss
La Mancha here. With typical imagination, Ilan Volkov
*
Don Quixote
has paired it with an utterly unexpected homage to
Narek Hakhnazaryan cello*
Mozart from Myriam Marbé, a Romanian dissident, and
Ilan Volkov conductor
Prokofiev’s sardonic, steel-toothed ballet The Tale of
the Buffoon – written for the fabled Ballets Russes by
Concert ends at approx. 9.20pm
an angry young man at the peak of his talents.

Marbé
Eine kleine Sonnenmusik

Prelude: 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Jane Pritchard, Dance Curator at London’s Victoria
and Albert Museum, introduces some of the cultural
background to Prokofiev’s relationship with the
Ballets Russes.
Glasgow Season 19/20
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Thursday
21.11.2019
7.30pm

Dvořák Symphonic
Variations

Brahms
Variations on the St Anthony
Chorale (Haydn Variations)

Variations are simple: a composer takes a favourite tune
and keeps tweaking it until we’re listening to something
completely new. Martyn Brabbins offers three different
spins on that deceptively straightforward trick. Brahms
filled his Haydn Variations with all the wit of his favourite
classical master. His friend Dvořák invented his own
melody, and let it grow into a masterpiece. And a team
of top living composers let their imaginations ricochet
off each other. In between, British tenor Stuart Jackson
and BBC SSO principal horn Alberto Menéndez
Escribano dive deep into Britten’s Serenade.

Various Composers 		
New Work (BBC Commission, Scottish Premiere)
Britten
Serenade for tenor, horn and strings
Dvořák
Symphonic Variations
Stuart Jackson tenor
Alberto Menéndez Escribano horn
Martyn Brabbins conductor

Prelude: 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Martyn Brabbins introduces tonight’s concert.

Concert ends at approx. 9.35pm

Thursday
28.11.2019
7.30pm
Haydn
Symphony No.22
‘The Philosopher’
Ligeti (arr. Howarth)
Mysteries of the Macabre*
Wagner (orch. Henk de Vlieger)
The Ring: An Orchestral
Adventure
Sara Hershkowitz soprano*
Antony Hermus conductor
Concert ends at approx. 9.40pm

The Ring:
An Orchestral
Adventure
From a single note, Wagner’s colossal Ring of the
Nibelungs creates a universe, weaving a timeless myth
of love, greed, power and redemption. We don’t have
time for the whole thing in this concert, but in this
hour-long “orchestral adventure”, The Ring emerges
as one of the 19th century’s mightiest symphonies,
especially in the hands of a conductor like Antony
Hermus who has a deep kinship with Romantic music.
It’s impossible to follow that, but the uproarious suite
from Ligeti’s Le Grand Macabre is an inspired prelude,
coupled here with an early Haydn symphony that
unleashes a world of emotion without wasting a note.
Prelude: 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Antony Hermus discusses Henk de Vlieger’s
The Ring: An Orchestral Adventure.

Glasgow Season 19/20

bbc.co.uk/bbcsso

Thursday
16.01.2020
7.30pm

Schubert
‘Unfinished’ Symphony

Till Eulenspiegel is a prankster, a rogue, and Strauss
is firmly on his side in one of the most delightfully
irreverent romps ever conceived for a symphony
Schubert
		 orchestra. But then, conductor Alondra de la Parra is
Symphony No.8 ‘Unfinished’
used to upsetting preconceptions. No-one really knows
why Schubert never finished his Eighth Symphony, but
Mozart
by some miracle, it’s perfect as it is. Keyboard poet Pavel
Piano Concerto No.22, K.482
Kolesnikov takes the place of Mozart himself, in a piano
Richard Strauss
concerto that bubbles over with humour and warmth.
Till Eulenspiegels lustige Streiche And of course, there’s a souvenir from Mexico: the
spirited Danzón with which Arturo Márquez did for
Pavel Kolesnikov piano
mariachi music what Schubert did for Viennese folkdance.
Alondra de la Parra conductor

Arturo Márquez
Danzón No.2

Concert ends at approx. 9.25pm

Prelude: 6.45pm in the Recital Room
In conversation with pianist Pavel Kolesnikov.

Thursday
30.01.2020
7.30pm

Shostakovich
Symphony No.5

Threatened by Stalin, Shostakovich responded with a
Fifth Symphony that divided critics but united audiences:
listeners at the 1937 premiere responded with tears,
Mahler
		 and then cheers. Michael Sanderling’s father was one
Kindertotenlieder
of Shostakovich’s closest friends, and his connection with
this music speaks for itself. First, though, “the saddest
Shostakovich
music in the world”: Barber’s near-contemporaneous
Symphony No.5
Adagio and Mahler’s Kindertotenlieder. The music of
Claudia Huckle mezzo-soprano
Gustav Mahler fascinated Shostakovich, and music
Michael Sanderling conductor
doesn’t come any more sincere than this heart-rending
song cycle. Award-winning mezzo Claudia Huckle
Concert ends at approx. 9.25pm
performs it here: songs of anguish, it’s true, but
also songs of a profound and undying love.

Barber
Adagio for Strings

Prelude: 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Professor Marina Frolova-Walker of Clare College,
Cambridge, introduces Shostakovich’s Fifth Symphony.
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Thursday
06.02.2020
7.30pm

Chopin
Piano Concerto No.1

Sibelius
The Swan of Tuonela

“The greatest on disc?” asked Gramophone magazine
when the Russian pianist Zlata Chochieva recorded
Chopin’s Études. In this programme we get to hear
Chopin
		 Chochieva’s unrivalled way with Chopin in real life:
Piano Concerto No.1
as she joins Karl-Heinz Steffens in Chopin’s great
love-song of a First Piano Concerto. It’s a bit of a theme:
Schumann
Schumann wrote his Second Symphony for his new wife
Symphony No.2
Clara, and the score is studded with profoundly romantic
Zlata Chochieva piano
gestures. But light needs shade, and the evening opens
Karl-Heinz Steffens conductor
in the dark realm of Tuonela. Sibelius’s tone poem is one
of those pieces that sinks its roots deep into your memory.
Concert ends at approx. 9.20pm
Prelude: 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Music journalist Jessica Duchen introduces
Schumann’s Second Symphony.

Thursday
13.02.2020
7.30pm

Dohnányi
Symphony No.1

Elena Langer
‘Figaro Gets a Divorce’ (Suite)

Tales from a dark century: Dohnányi is the missing link
between 19th-century Vienna and the fiery modern
(UK Premiere)
sounds of his Hungarian compatriots Bartók and Kodály.
His First Symphony is something of a passion for our
Shostakovich 		
Hungarian guest conductor Gergely Madaras; its
Violin Concerto No.1
opulence and emotion offer a telling contrast to the
dark shadows and tense political drama of Shostakovich’s
Dohnányi
First Violin Concerto, written as Stalin’s post-war
Symphony No.1
repression reached its height. Setting the scene is a
Karen Gomyo violin
new suite from Elena Langer’s 2016 opera Figaro Gets
Gergely Madaras conductor
a Divorce – which relocates Mozart’s characters to a
chillingly modern world of repression, nationalism
Concert ends at approx. 9.40pm
and political instability.
Prelude: 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Composer Elena Langer introduces her Suite
from Figaro Gets a Divorce.
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Thursday
27.02.2020
7.30pm

Bruckner
Symphony No.8

Dutilleux
Correspondances

“It’s not often you hear cries of ‘encore’ after a
Bruckner symphony” wrote The Guardian in 2012
when Donald Runnicles and the BBC SSO performed
Bruckner’s Eighth Symphony at the BBC Proms. If you
already love the Eighth, this is self-recommending.
If you don’t, all you need to know is that as well as
some of 19th-century music’s most glorious peaks,
this vast symphony also contains some of its most
intimate poetry. Runnicles and soprano Carolyn
Sampson have paired it with Dutilleux’s Correspondances;
a meditation on the sweetness of life, expressed in
music to pierce both heart and soul.

Bruckner (ed. Nowak)
Symphony No.8
Carolyn Sampson soprano
Donald Runnicles conductor
Concert ends at approx. 9.40pm

Prelude: 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Author Dr Caroline Potter introduces Dutilleux’s
Correspondances with a portrait of the composer.

Thursday
05.03.2020
7.30pm

Rachmaninov
Piano Concerto No.3

Pianist Lauren Zhang was 16 years old when her
“daring, gravity-defying” performance won BBC Young
(Scottish Premiere)
Musician in 2018. Here she makes her first BBC SSO
appearance, in Rachmaninov’s epic Third Concerto:
Prokofiev
		
sometimes called the “Everest of piano concertos”.
Symphony No.7
Alissa Firsova is the daughter of two major Russian
composers, and Die Windsbraut (The Bride of the Wind)
Rachmaninov
takes its inspiration from a painting by Oskar Kokoschka
Piano Concerto No.3
– a musical evocation of the sumptuous, doomed world
Lauren Zhang piano
of fin-de-siècle Vienna. And Prokofiev originally planned
Mark Wigglesworth conductor
his Seventh and final Symphony as a sort of musical
fairy-tale for children. But it casts a spell that goes
Concert ends at approx. 9.25pm
infinitely darker and deeper.

Alissa Firsova
Die Windsbraut, Op.38

Prelude: 6.45pm in the Recital Room
In conversation with pianist Lauren Zhang.
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Thursday
19.03.2020
7.30pm

Brahms
A German Requiem

Nono
Per Bastiana Tai-Yang Cheng

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be
comforted.” When Brahms composed his German
Requiem, he wasn’t thinking of heaven, hell or the
Last Trumpet. Instead, as he grappled with his own
grief at the death of his mother, he set out to console
and comfort the living. The Edinburgh Festival Chorus
sings it here, and Ilan Volkov conducts. Naturally, he’s
avoided the obvious and paired it with Per Bastiana
Tai-Yang Cheng – a genre-defying fusion of orchestra
and electronics, created by Nono in 1967 to celebrate
the birth of his daughter. Birth, death and a whole sonic
universe – bring an open mind, and prepare to be moved.

Brahms
Ein Deutsches Requiem
Nika Gorič soprano
Benjamin Appl baritone
Edinburgh Festival Chorus
(Aidan Oliver: chorus director)

Ilan Volkov conductor
Concert ends at approx. 9.25pm

Prelude: 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Writer and broadcaster Dr Katy Hamilton introduces
Brahms’s A German Requiem.

Thursday
26.03.2020
7.30pm

Bartók
The Wooden Prince

Ligeti
Ramifications for string orchestra

A handsome prince, a beautiful princess, and a wellmeaning fairy: it’s the stuff of children’s stories. But this
is a fairy-tale with claws, and there are some startling
surprises in store as Thomas Dausgaard and the BBC
SSO venture into the flamboyantly colourful world of
Bartók’s 1914/17 ballet The Wooden Prince – Hungary’s
answer to The Firebird. Share the thrill of rediscovery
and enjoy, too, the virtuosity of pianist Stephen Hough
in Liszt’s volcanic Second Piano Concerto: who’s
better equipped to make it take flight? A needlesharp modern classic from Ligeti sets things buzzing.

Liszt 		
Piano Concerto No.2
Bartók
The Wooden Prince
Stephen Hough piano
Thomas Dausgaard conductor
Concert ends at approx. 9.25pm

Prelude: 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Film historian Professor Erica Carter talks about
Hungarian writer Béla Balázs’s influence on Bartók’s
The Wooden Prince.
Glasgow Season 19/20
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Thursday
02.04.2020
7.30pm

Nielsen
Symphony No.6
“Life is indomitable” wrote Nielsen. “Music is life, and

Villa-Lobos
		 like it, inextinguishable.” That could serve as a motto
Dança dos mosquitos
for this elemental programme from Thomas Dausgaard.
Villa-Lobos saw enchantment in the whirring of tropical
insects, while Lisa Robertson finds something both
universal and intensely personal in the “Seabird Cities”
Lisa Robertson 		 of St Kilda. The energy is tangible in a brand-new concerto
Seabird Cities (2017)
for electric violin by the Mexican composer Enrico
Chapela; Pekka Kuusisto is the soloist in the world
Nielsen
Symphony No.6 ‘Sinfonia semplice’ premiere performance of this ‘Scottish Inspirations’ BBC
Commission. And of course there’s the unstoppable
Pekka Kuusisto violin
life-force of Nielsen himself. His powerful and poignant
Thomas Dausgaard conductor
final symphony feels more like a new beginning than
the end of an incredible adventure.
Concert ends at approx. 9.20pm

Enrico Chapela
Violin Concerto (BBC Commission, World Premiere)

Prelude: 6.45pm in the Recital Room
In conversation with violinist Pekka Kuusisto.

Thursday
16.04.2020
7.30pm

Korngold
Violin Concerto

Joan Tower Second Fanfare
for the Uncommon Woman

Let the sun shine in: Valentina Peleggi begins with a
tribute to a very uncommon woman indeed, before
heading south to her native Italy. Korngold’s Violin
Concerto is a deliriously romantic tribute to Alma
Mahler, and it’s played by the brilliant Simone Lamsma.
But Alma’s own songs have recently emerged from
neglect, and these new orchestral adaptations by
Roxanna Panufnik offer a striking re-imagination of an
inimitable musical voice. Then, in a blaze of sonic glory,
we’re off to Italy for Tchaikovsky’s ardent retelling of
a tale from Dante, a moment of pure sweetness from
Puccini, and Respighi’s Church Windows: four sacred
images, painted in radiant sound.

Alma Mahler/Roxanna Panufnik
5 Lieder (BBC Commission, World Premiere)
Korngold Violin Concerto
Tchaikovsky Francesca da Rimini
Puccini Intermezzo from
Suor Angelica
Respighi Church Windows
Simone Lamsma violin
Valentina Peleggi conductor
Concert ends at approx. 9.40pm
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Prelude: 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Composer Roxanna Panufnik introduces her
adaptation of Mahler.
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Closing Festival
May 2020

Full details available
in Summer 2019

Beethoven
Symphonies 1–9
To close our 2019/20 Season, the BBC SSO and
Chief Conductor Thomas Dausgaard will join in
the worldwide celebrations marking the 250th
anniversary of Beethoven’s birth by performing,
over five evenings, a symphony cycle with a
difference. You’ll have the opportunity to experience
the extraordinary evolution of Beethoven, whilst
also considering his roots and inspirations in the
music he knew and admired himself. The cycle will
culminate in one of the most famous compositions
ever: Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony.

Full details about the Beethoven
Festival will be announced in
Summer 2019, in conjunction
with BBC Radio 3’s programme
of Lunchtime Concerts in Glasgow,
which will include a series of chamber
music concerts exploring the
legacy of Beethoven.

Saturday
07.12.2019
8.00pm

Hear and Now
Heinz Holliger

Heinz Holliger
Ad marginem for chamber
orchestra and tape

“My entire relationship with music is such that I always
try to reach its limits” says Heinz Holliger. In this 80th
birthday tribute, the orchestra encounters the transistor
radios and mouth organs of Pneuma. Ad marginem
re-imagines the colours of Paul Klee as music from
the very margins of sound. And violinist Ilya Gringolts
brings all his virtuosity to bear on the Violin Concerto
that Holliger wrote “as if in a delirium” in 1995.

Pneuma for winds, percussion,
organ and radios
Violin Concerto
Ilya Gringolts violin
Ilan Volkov conductor
Tickets for this concert are available
from Monday 28 October 2019.

Saturday
11.01.2020
8.00pm

Hear and Now
Scottish Inspirations

“I think music is only interesting if it’s beautiful” says
the Danish composer Bent Sørensen. “And so many
terrible things have a beauty about them.” Like the new
Bent Sørensen 		 premiere from Emma-Ruth Richards. We don’t yet
New Work (BBC Commission, World Premiere)
know exactly what form either new piece will take,
but the inspiration will be distinctly Scottish. And with
Lucy Shaufer mezzo-soprano
two composers as rooted in the traditions of northern
Thomas Dausgaard conductor
Europe as Richards and Sørensen, this should be an
Tickets for this concert are available
evening of music to surprise and to stimulate.

Emma-Ruth Richards
Song Cycle (BBC Commission, World Premiere)

from Monday 2 December 2019.

Hear and Now Concerts are FREE but limited to two
tickets per application. Venue booking fees may apply
(see back page). Seating is unreserved.
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Afternoon
Performance
Concerts

Tickets: £12.00 if bought in advance.
£15.00 if bought on the day of performance.
£6.00 for Under 26s, Students and Registered
Unemployed (proof of status required).

Thursday
10.10.2019
2.00pm

Schumann
Cello Concerto

Weber (orch. Berlioz)
Invitation to the Dance

Passions ran deep in the Romantic era, and a
simple dance rhythm could be enough to set
hearts pounding. Weber’s Invitation to the Dance
begins with quiet courtesy, but in Berlioz’s silken,
glittering orchestration it positively whirls you off
your feet. And Brahms starts his Piano Quartet
with three movements of mellow emotion – before
suddenly cutting loose in the wildest, craziest
folk-dance he ever wrote. Schoenberg loved this
piece, and his uproariously entertaining orchestral
version doesn’t stint on either colour or panache.
Hearing is believing: and that goes double when
guest conductor Alexander Vedernikov joins the
distinguished German cellist Johannes Moser in
Schumann’s ardent Cello Concerto.

Schumann
Cello Concerto
Brahms (orch. Schoenberg)
Piano Quartet in G minor
Johannes Moser cello
Alexander Vedernikov conductor
Photos/
Johannes Moser by Uwe Arens
Alpesh Chauhan by Patrick Allen
Kristóf Baráti by Marco Borggreve
Elena Zhidkova by Benjamin Ealovega
Stephen Waarts by Benjamin Ealovega

Venue booking fees may apply (see back page).
Seating is unreserved.

Thursday
12.12.2019
2.00pm

Prokofiev
Romeo and Juliet

Britten
Sinfonia da Requiem

“In Alpesh Chauhan, the BBC SSO has a real find on
its hands” wrote The Herald in 2015, and Chauhan’s
imaginatively-conceived programmes and emotionally
charged performances have been among the highlights of
recent seasons. In this concert, he places three
masterpieces of the 1930s in revelatory counterpoint.
The Sinfonia da Requiem might just be the rawest
music Britten ever wrote. Stravinsky’s Concerto in
E flat major, ‘Dumbarton Oaks’ reinvents Bach for
the Art Deco era. And Prokofiev’s ballet Romeo and
Juliet remakes Shakespeare in the iron and steel of
Stalin’s USSR – yet somehow gets closer than any
other version to the story’s tender heart.

Stravinsky
Dumbarton Oaks
Prokofiev
Romeo and Juliet
(selection from the orchestral suites)

Alpesh Chauhan conductor
This concert is scheduled to be
broadcast live on BBC Radio 3.

Thursday
23.01.2020
2.00pm

Dvořák
Symphony No.7

Bacewicz
Concerto for String Orchestra

They called Glazunov the “Russian Mendelssohn”, and
his Violin Concerto has all the hallmarks of a blockbuster:
glittering fireworks, glowing colours, and an endless
flow of sweet, songful, irresistibly hummable melodies.
It’s a special favourite of violinist Kristóf Baráti – and it’ll
give the warmest possible heart to this red-blooded
concert from guest conductor Miguel Harth-Bedoya.
Bacewicz’s Concerto is an exhilarating workout from one
of 20th-century Poland’s most undeservedly neglected
geniuses. As for Dvořák’s Seventh Symphony: well,
19th-century Czech listeners heard it as a drama of
national reawakening. But it’s infinitely more than that.

Glazunov
Violin Concerto
Dvořák
Symphony No.7
Kristóf Baráti violin
Miguel Harth-Bedoya conductor
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Thursday
12.03.2020
2.00pm

Love, Death
and Mozart

Dalby
Nozze di primavera

Tchaikovsky didn’t just enjoy Mozart’s music: he
practically worshipped it, and in ‘Mozartiana’ he
drenched it in his own, unmistakable combination of
uninhibited affection and glowing orchestral colour.
It’s the sweetest imaginable way to end a concert
that begins with a luminous evocation of an Orkney
wedding by Martin Dalby, the much-missed former
Head of Music for BBC Scotland who died in 2018.
But light creates shade, and Martyn Brabbins links
these two labours of love with Schnittke’s altogether
more sardonic tribute to Mozart, and Mussorgsky’s
Songs and Dances of Death. Don’t be misled by the
title: you’ll never hear anything more blackly comic –
or a more compelling showcase for a great voice.

Mussorgsky (orch. Shostakovich)
Songs and Dances of Death
Schnittke
Moz-Art à la Haydn
Tchaikovsky
Suite No.4 ‘Mozartiana’
Elena Zhidkova mezzo-soprano
Martyn Brabbins conductor

Thursday
23.04.2020
2.00pm

Sibelius
Symphony No.7

Nielsen
Overture: Helios

Pohjola’s daughter sits atop a rainbow, weaving visions
and spells. Infante, meanwhile, doesn’t mean a child, but
a princess of Spain – and Ravel’s Pavane is a haunting
dream of far away and long ago. These two women
of legend frame Shi-Yeon Sung’s programme, each
introducing a very different 20th-century masterpiece.
Prokofiev wrote his First Violin Concerto during the
Russian Revolution, but violinist Stephen Waarts will soar,
sparkle and dance his way into a world of fairy-tale
enchantment. And Sibelius’s monumental Seventh
Symphony is one of those pieces whose full power only
becomes clear when you hear it played live: primal
and utterly life-affirming.

Ravel
Pavane pour une infante défunte
Prokofiev
Violin Concerto No.1
Sibelius
Pohjola’s Daughter
Sibelius
Symphony No.7
Stephen Waarts violin
Shi-Yeon Sung conductor

Sunday
15.12.2019
11.00am and 3.00pm
Jamie MacDougall
singer and presenter
Roderick Dunk
conductor

Christmas at
the Movies
Christmas just wouldn’t be the same without our
annual big screen concert featuring music from the
Golden Age of Hollywood, through to blockbusters
by John Williams and Disney favourites, hosted by
singer and presenter Jamie MacDougall. This year,
we’ve added a shorter concert at 11.00am so that
you can share the festive movie magic with the
younger music lovers in your family. Start a new
holiday tradition and book now for this Glasgow
family favourite!
Tickets: (11.00am-c.12 noon)
£10-£20 Under 16s: half price
Tickets: (3.00pm-c.5.00pm)
£15-£30 Under 16s: half price
Family Tickets: Save £10 when you book 2 adults and
2 children tickets. Venue booking fees may apply.

Wednesday
18.12.2019
7.30pm
Andrew Cottee
conductor

A Very Merry
Christmas
The halls are decked, the trees are trimmed, and
arranger, composer and conductor Andrew Cottee
is bringing his swingin’ Christmas show to Scotland
for the first time. Cottee and the BBC SSO will be
joined by guest singers and instrumental jazz stars
for a sensational concert of Christmas classics made
famous by the likes of Bing Crosby, Ella Fitzgerald,
Nat King Cole and Frank Sinatra, including ‘Let it Snow’,
‘Winter Wonderland’, ‘The Christmas Song’ and ‘White
Christmas’. It’s the perfect start to the holiday season
for all the family.
Tickets: This concert is included in the main season.
See page 28 for ticket prices. Venue booking fees may apply.

Photo/Andrew Cottee by John Need
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Book your Season Ticket for 2019/2020
1. Decide how many concerts you want to attend
(checking if you are entitled to a free one!)
and where you would like to sit.
2. Calculate your discount from the grid and
then fill in the form on pages 29 and 30.

3. Cut off and return to the Glasgow Royal
Concert Hall Box Office using the address provided.
Please note that there is a Box Office charge of
£2.50 per subscription transaction.

Exclusive Season Ticket booking opens on Friday 15 March 2019

Glasgow Series Season Ticket Pricing, Discounts and Concessions
Single Tickets 		

£28.00

£23.50

£19.50

£14.00

Seating Area		

I

II

III

IV		

% Save

4 concerts 		
Concession		

£95.20
£89.60

£79.90
£75.20

£66.30
£62.40

£47.60
£44.80

15
20

5 concerts 		
Concession		

£112.00
£105.00

£94.00
£88.10

£78.00
£73.10

£56.00
£52.50

20
25

6 concerts 		
Concession		

£134.40
£126.00

£112.80
£105.72

£93.60
£87.75

£67.20
£63.00

20
25

7 concerts 		
Concession		

£156.80
£147.00

£131.60
£123.38

£109.20
£102.38

£78.40
£73.50

20
25

9 or 8 concerts 		
Concession		

£168.00
£156.80

£141.00
£131.60

£117.00
£109.20

£84.00
£78.40

25
30

10 concerts 		
Concession		

£210.00
£196.00

£176.25
£164.50

£146.25
£136.50

£105.00
£98.00

25
30

12 or 11 concerts 		
Concession		

£215.60
£200.20

£180.95
£168.03

£150.15
£139.37

£107.80
£100.10

30
35

13 concerts 		
Concession		

£254.80
£236.60

£213.85
£198.57

£177.45
£164.77

£127.40
£118.30

30
35

14 concerts 		
Concession		

£274.40
£254.80

£230.30
£213.78

£191.10
£177.45

£137.20
£127.40

30
35

16 or 15 concerts		
Concession		

£294.00
£273.00

£246.75
£229.05

£204.75
£190.05

£147.00
£136.50

30
35
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Stage

Please complete form and return to:
BBC SSO Subscriptions
Glasgow Life Box Office
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
2 Sauchiehall Street
Glasgow G2 3NY

Please mark your preferred seating area with a cross on the plan and
the number of tickets required against your chosen dates/seating
area on the form. Remember that if you are booking 8, 11 or 15
concerts in the Glasgow Series you are entitled to an extra concert
from the Series at no additional cost. Please mark your FREE concert
in the column provided.

2019/2020

The Glasgow Series		

Thursday 26 Sep

Opening Night: Mahler Symphony No.5

Thursday 24 Oct

Sibelius Symphony No.2

Thursday 14 Nov

Strauss Don Quixote

Thursday 21 Nov

Dvořák Symphonic Variations

Thursday 28 Nov

The Ring: An Orchestral Adventure

Wednesday 18 Dec

A Very Merry Christmas

Thursday 16 Jan

Schubert ‘Unfinished’ Symphony

Thursday 30 Jan

Shostakovich Symphony No.5

Thursday 06 Feb

Chopin Piano Concerto No.1

Thursday 13 Feb

Dohnányi Symphony No.1

Thursday 27 Feb

Bruckner Symphony No.8

Thursday 05 Mar

Rachmaninov Piano Concerto No.3

Thursday 19 Mar

Brahms A German Requiem

Thursday 26 Mar

Bartók The Wooden Prince

Thursday 02 Apr

Nielsen Symphony No.6

Thursday 16 Apr

Korngold Violin Concerto

Season Ticket Booking Form »»»
continues overleaf
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Free

Season Ticket
Booking Form
Part 2
No. of

No. of people

No. of people

Price Band

Seating Area

Concerts

at Standard

at Concession 			

price

price

Total Price
of Concerts

£

Venue Transaction fee + postage 			 £2.50

I am a returning Glasgow Series Season Ticket Holder and if possible
I would like to retain the following seat(s) at City Halls from
the previous season.

Customer Details
PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS
Title 		

I enclose a cheque made payable to Glasgow Life

First Name

Please have Glasgow Life contact me by email
or by mobile to request payment details

Surname
Address

Postcode
Mobile
Email

If you are unable to provide an email address
or a mobile number, after you have submitted
your booking form, please call Glasgow Life’s
dedicated subscription line on 0141 287 7806
to make a payment by telephone.

How to find us
Getting to City Halls and
the Old Fruitmarket
City Halls and the Old Fruitmarket are
situated at the heart of the Merchant City
at the north end of Candleriggs between
Trongate and Ingram Street. They are within
easy walking distance of Argyle Street, Queen
Street, High Street and Central railway stations
as well as St Enoch and Buchanan Street
subway stations. Buchanan Bus Station is a
15 minute walk away. All entrances at City Halls
and the Old Fruitmarket are fully accessible
with lifts to every level of the auditorium.
Wheelchairs are available on request and
can be pre-booked via the Box Office.
Guide dogs are welcome at City Halls.

Access
The Grand Hall at City Halls is accessible
to those with mobility difficulties. A lift from
the Candleriggs entrance gives access to
all levels. The auditorium is equipped with
an induction loop and an infra-red assisted
hearing facility. Please notify the Box
Office when booking.

A large print, text-only version
of this brochure is available,
for a copy please telephone:
0141 552 0909

Privacy notice: how the information you give about yourself and anyone else (“personal data”) when completing the booking form is handled. Culture and
Sport Glasgow (Glasgow Life), who operate the concert venue(s), process this booking form on our behalf and share your booking information with us. We process
your data for our legitimate interests in marketing and in planning future events. When your data is processed by or for the BBC SSO, we are responsible for it (which
the law calls being “the data controller”). Culture and Sport Glasgow also process your data for their own purposes, in which case they are the data controller.
For further details see www.glasgowlife.org.uk/data-protection. We may use your details to contact you about forthcoming concerts and other BBC events, but if
you would prefer us not to do so please email us at bbcsso@bbc.co.uk, or telephone 0141 422 6728, or write to us at the address on the back page of this brochure.
More information about your rights and our use of your data are in our privacy policy at bbc.co.uk/bbcsso. If you have concerns about how we use your personal
data, you can contact the BBC’s Data Protection Officer at dpa.officer@bbc.co.uk

Box Office:
0141 353 8000
glasgowconcerthalls.com
Glasgow Series Ticket Prices
£28.00, £23.50, £19.50, £14.00
£6 tickets for Under 26s, Students,
and Unemployed
Under 26s, Students (those in full-time education),
and Registered Unemployed are entitled to a £6
ticket for themselves (subject to availability). Proof of
status is required. Ticket must be collected in person.
This offer excludes Christmas at the Movies concerts.

50% Discount for Registered Disabled
Disabled patrons, and a carer where required,
will receive a 50% discount on any single full
price ticket.

Groups
Bring a group of 10 and get one extra ticket free
(that’s two free tickets for a group of 20, etc.).
For more details please call the Box Office on
0141 353 8000.

School Groups
We welcome school parties to City Halls for
BBC SSO concerts. If you are a teacher interested
in bringing a group please email:
ssooutreach@bbc.co.uk

General booking opens
Monday 29 April 2019

The majority of listed concerts will be recorded for future broadcast,
or broadcast live by BBC Radio 3. After broadcast, concerts will be
available for 30 days via BBC Sounds, where you can also discover
a world of amazing music, radio and podcasts from the BBC by
downloading the free app.

Box Office Charges
Please note that the Glasgow Life Box Office charges
a fee of £1.75 on all telephone bookings and £1.50
on all online bookings. There will be a £1.00 charge
if you wish to have your tickets posted to you.

Opening Hours at Candleriggs
Monday – Saturday: 12 noon – 6pm
(later on concert evenings)
Sundays: Opening hours vary
Please contact the Box Office to confirm
Tickets are also available from
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall Box Office
2 Sauchiehall Street
Glasgow G2 3NY

BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra
BBC Scotland
City Halls, Candleriggs
Glasgow G1 1NQ
Email: bbcsso@bbc.co.uk
bbc.co.uk/bbcsso

Stay connected
facebook.com/bbcsso
twitter.com/bbcsso
youtube.com/bbcsso
instagram.com/bbcsso

The information in this brochure was correct at the time of publishing.
The BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra reserves the right to amend
artists and programmes for any of the listed concerts if necessary.

