
  

YOUNG CHORISTERS OF THE 

YEAR 2019 

BBC Radio 2 is looking for its Young 

Choristers of the Year 2019.  We want to 

affirm and encourage the contribution 

young people make to choirs and music 

groups in the United Kingdom. 

To enter, you can either complete our 

online application form or post completed 

entry forms (pages 6-10) along with your 

recording to: 

BBC Radio 2 Young Choristers of the Year, 

Third Floor, Dock House, MediaCityUK, 

Salford, M50 2LH 

All applications must be received by: 

Wednesday, 31st July 2019  

Any questions, please e-mail:  

youngchoristers@bbc.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Enter 

1. All entrants should be UK residents 

aged between 16-21 years on 

December 4th  2015. Proof of age may 

be requested. 

2. Employees of the BBC or their close 

relatives or anyone connected with the 

competition are not eligible to enter. 

3. Any player who has previously won 

this or any other BBC performance 

award is ineligible for the competition. 

4. Entry forms must be accompanied 

by a recording lasting no longer than 

10 minutes on either a CD/ DVD / 

memory stick or you can provide a 

download link to a video / audio file. 

Recordings cannot be returned so be 

sure to keep a copy.   

5. All performers must sign the entry 

form and send it to the address below, 

even if they are sending their music via 

email. Please note counter signature 

required for under 18’s. 

6. The selection of entrants to perform 

at later stages may be subject to 

appropriate licences and school 

permissions being obtained if 

applicable. 

 

How It Works 

 

You can enter this year’s BBC Young 

Choristers of the Year by filling in the 

application below and sending it in 

with a recording of your performance. 

A maximum of 10 successful entrants 

will then be invited to sing at the final 

recorded in the BBC Philharmonic 

Studio at Media City UK on 

Saturday 19th October 2019 

This year’s winners, a boy and a girl, 

will receive a trophy and  there will 

normally be opportunities for the 

winners to appear both on national 

radio (including with the BBC 

Philharmonic Orchestra) and 

television during the year. They will 

have the right to style themselves 

“BBC Radio 2 Young Chorister of the 

Year 2019.” 

 

Last years winners: 

Emilia Jaques and Cassian Pichler-Roca 

 

mailto:youngchoristers@bbc.co.uk


BBC Radio 2 “Young Chorister of the Year 2019” 

Award Terms and Conditions 

1. The BBC’s code of conduct for 
competitions and voting applies to this 
award. You can read more about it here: 
BBC Competitions Policy. 
 

2. Entry is open to all UK residents (including 
Channel Islands and the Isle of Man) who 
are: 

 aged 11 years or over; and 

 under 17 years of age; 
on 31

st
 July 2019, except anyone who is a 

close relative of a BBC or BBC Group 
company employee or anyone connected 
to the award. Proof of age, identity and 
eligibility may be requested.  

 
3. Entrants should be trebles, sopranos or 

altos and should be a practising member 
of a choir or music group. They should 
have sung with that group on at least six 
occasions within the previous twelve 
months prior to the closing date of 31

st
 

July 2019 at an act of worship in the UK 
(including Channel Islands and the Isle of 
Man). 

 
Every entry must be authenticated by 
their priest or religious minister, their 
director of music organist or choir leader.  
In the case of entries from school choir 
members these should be certified by the 
chaplain or director of music. All entrants 
must obtain a signature from their school 
teacher. Entrants must fill in the consent 
form and have the required consent from 
their parent or guardian. Entries without 
a signed consent form will be disqualified.  
 

4. Entrants should submit a performance of 

two songs: 

- one being a published hymn or worship 
song; and  

- one being any spiritual or inspirational 
song, anthem, aria from an oratorio, or 
sacred song in any style accompanied or 
unaccompanied.  
These can be submitted on a CD by postal 

entry, or online via the Young Chorister 

website. The total recording must last no 

longer than three and a half minutes. At 

least one item should be accompanied. 

5. Entries can be submitted from 21
st

 April 
2019. Entries received before this date 
will not be considered. 
 

6. Entries can be submitted online or by post 
to the following address:  
BBC Radio 2 Young Choristers of the Year, 

Third Floor, Dock House, MediaCityUK, 

Salford, M50 2LH. 

7. All postal entries must be accompanied by 
a completed entry form which can be 
downloaded at: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articl
es/5nwhHmsmdtGWRNY8m7g9p1X
  

8. The closing date for entries is 31
st

 July 
2019 at 17:30. All postal entries which are 
postmarked  on 31

st
 July 2019 or before 

will be accepted. CD entries will not be 
returned so please remember to keep a 
copy  

 
9. Entrants can only enter individually. Only 

one entry per person is permitted. If you 
submit more than one entry, only the first 
entry received will be considered.  

 
10. All entries must be the original vocal 

performance of the entrant and must not 
infringe the rights of any other party. 

 
11. Entries must not contain defamatory, 

obscene, offensive or any other 
unsuitable material. Entries must be 
suitable to be broadcast by the BBC to 
audiences of all ages.  

 
12. Entrants retain the copyright in their 

entries but by entering it is deemed that 
the entrant’s parent or guardian grants to 
the BBC a non-exclusive licence to 
broadcast their entry across all media, as 
well as use it on any online platforms. 

 
13. Entrants permit the BBC to edit or change 

entries in any way it may in its sole 
discretion consider necessary for the 
competition and the uses set out in clause 
12 above. 

 
14. By entering the competition, entrants 

(and their parent or guardian) warrant 
that they have legal capacity to enter the 
competition and agree to be bound by 
these terms and conditions. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/guidelines/appendix2
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/5nwhHmsmdtGWRNY8m7g9p1X
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/5nwhHmsmdtGWRNY8m7g9p1X


 
15. Entries will be judged on the following 

criteria (some of these criteria can only be 
considered fully at the Final, eg stage 
presence): 

 Technique: (Accuracy - Melodic and 
rhythmic;  Intonation;  Diction;  Phrasing) 

 Performance: (Musicianship; Vocal 
quality; Creative expression;  Stage 
presence) 

 Likely to be able to sing a wide repertoire 
- sacred, classical and light contemporary.   

 good communicators able to cope under 
pressure on live and recorded Radio and 
TV and/or in front of a large audience. 

 
16. Entries will be judged through the 

following process:  
 

Stage One 

All entries will be reviewed by BBC 

worship/music producers and other 

qualified production staff, who will create 

an initial shortlist of entrants based on 

the above selection criteria. 

  

Stage Two (the Preliminary Final) 

All entries on the initial shortlist will be 

further reviewed individually by 

experienced BBC worship/music 

producers and music directors of standing 

from the world of choral music. A smaller 

number will then be reviewed together by 

the panel who will then select four boys 

and a reserve and four girls and a reserve 

to take part in the Final based on the 

above selected criteria. Before being 

invited to participate in the Final a 

representative of the BBC will contact a 

teacher who personally knows the 

entrant at the entrant’s school to 

ascertain a) The entrant’s fitness to 

participate in a pressurised national final 

before an invited audience. b) That the 

entrant is – to the best knowledge and 

belief of their school teacher – likely to be 

willingly entering the competition of their 

own volition. 

 

Stage Three (the Final) 

The eight entrants selected at stage two 

will be invited to take part in the Final 

recorded in the BBC Philharmonic Studio 

at Media City UK on Saturday 19
th

 

October 2019.  The BBC will pay 

reasonable costs towards travel for the 

entrant and accompanying adult to the 

Philharmonic studio. The Final will be 

recorded and broadcast on BBC Radio 2. 

Each finalist must grant the BBC a licence 

to broadcast their performance across all 

media, including any on-line platforms. 

The two reserves will also be required to 

prepare in the same way as those that 

have made the final and will get an 

opportunity to rehearse on the day. 

However, they will only perform in the 

competition itself if one of the finalists 

has to drop out for any reason. 

Each finalist will be asked to sing for a 

strictly enforced maximum of three and a 

half minutes. Finalists may choose 

different songs from their original entry if 

they wish. At least one item should be 

accompanied. Finalists may be asked to 

suggest different music if the BBC deems 

a choice unsuitable or there is a clash 

with another finalist’s choices. If on the 

day of the competition the duration of 

the entry is too long, the producers are 

likely to trim one or both items. 

On the day of the Final an independent 

music director accompanies and coaches 

the finalists.  The BBC will attempt to 

ensure that person does not know any of 

the finalists in a personal capacity and has 

not been a teacher or music director for 

any of the finalists during the past 3 years. 

For the Final the judging panel will be 

chaired by a senior figure from the world 

of vocal music or the recording industry 

and the other judges may be music 

directors, singers, voice coaches or 

producers from a range of music genres. 



The judging panel will select a winner 

based on their performance at the Final 

and based on the above selection criteria. 

In the event of a tie at the Preliminary 

Final (Stage Two) or the Final (Stage 

Three) the appointed Chair will, if 

necessary, exercise a casting vote. 

17. The entrants selected to take part in the 
Final will be contacted by a member of 
the BBC production team by Friday 6

th
 

September 2019. If an entrant cannot be 
contacted after reasonable attempts have 
been made to do so, the BBC reserves the 
right to offer the place in the Final to the 
next best entry. 
 

18. Entrants under 16 require a child 
performance licence from the local 
education authority. This will be applied 
for in good time, but will require 
assistance from the parent/guardian to 
collate all the relevant information. Any 
child not granted a licence will not be able 
to be in attendance or perform at the 
Final and will be disqualified from the 
competition with the next best entry 
offered a place in the Final.  
 

19. The winners – one girl and one boy - will 
be awarded the title ‘BBC Radio 2 Young 
Chorister of the Year 2019’. The title of 
“BBC Radio 2 Young Chorister of the Year 
2019” may be held for one year only.   
However, unsuccessful entrants from 
previous years (including finalists) may 
enter again providing they still qualify. 

 
20. The prize will consist of a trophy, and a 

recording session with the BBC 
Philharmonic Orchestra on date(s) 
determined by the BBC. The results of 
these recordings will be played on Radio 
programmes broadcast by the Religion 
and Ethics Department. The prize is as 
stated and cannot be deferred or 
transferred.  

 
21. The winner and their parent/guardian 

should expect a busy year of 
engagements, especially around the 
major religious festivals.  Travel and 
overnights are often necessary. Time off 
school when necessary is negotiated with 
the local education authority as is legally 

required.  Dates of engagements are by 
mutual agreement between parents and 
any relevant BBC production or event. 
Where the BBC is requesting an 
engagement reasonable travel and 
accommodation costs for each entrant 
and an accompanying adult will be paid 
for by the BBC. The BBC is not responsible 
for engagements with third parties even 
when they have been put in touch with 
the winner through us. 

 
22. The names of each entrant whose 

performance is broadcast or used on-line 
will be made public. Entrants must agree 
to take part in any post-competition 
publicity if required. 

 
23. Each entrant and their Parent / Guardian 

must consent to use of entrant’s name in 
a press release before the final, and for 
the use of photographic and video images 
within the public domain. 

 
24. The BBC’s decision is final and no 

correspondence will be entered into.  
Unsuccessful entrants may not be 
contacted. 

 
25. The BBC reserves the right to disqualify 

any entry which breaches any of these 
terms and conditions or to withhold or 
withdraw a prize if in its opinion entries 
do not reach the required standard. 

 
26. The BBC reserves the right to cancel this 

award at any stage, if deemed necessary 
in its opinion, and if circumstances arise 
outside its control.   In this event, a notice 
will be posted on  the website 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articl

es/5nwhHmsmdtGWRNY8m7g9p1X  
 

27. The BBC reserves the right to amend 
these terms and conditions at any stage, 
including changing or substituting the 
prize. In this event, a notice will be posted 
on the website 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articl

es/5nwhHmsmdtGWRNY8m7g9p1X  
 

28. The BBC, its sub-contractors, subsidiaries 
and/or agencies cannot accept any 
responsibility whatsoever for any 
technical failure or malfunction or any 
other problem with any server, Internet 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/5nwhHmsmdtGWRNY8m7g9p1X
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/5nwhHmsmdtGWRNY8m7g9p1X
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/5nwhHmsmdtGWRNY8m7g9p1X
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/5nwhHmsmdtGWRNY8m7g9p1X


access, system, the post or otherwise 
which may result in any entry being lost 
or not properly registered or recorded. 
Proof of sending is not proof of receipt. 

 
29. These Terms and Conditions are governed 

by the laws of England and Wales. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS 

 

To be completed by the entrant 

 

NAME OF ENTRANT................................................................................... 

 

ADDRESS...................................................................................................... 

 

........................................................................................................................ 

 

........................................................................................................................ 

 

...................................................... POSTCODE............................................. 

 

I am willing and happy to take part in this competition 

 

PERSONAL SIGNATURE OF ENTRANT………………………………. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

If the entrant is under 13 years of age the form should be completed by the entrant’s parent or 

guardian 

PARENTAL CONTACT TELEPHONE/MOBILE NO. ..................................................... 

 

PARENTAL EMAIL ADDRESS:……………………………………………………….. 

 

ENTRANTS AGE ON 31/07/19:…………………………………………………….. 

 

DATE OF BIRTH: …………………………………………………… 

 



ENTRANT’S SEX    M / F  (please delete as appropriate)  

I consent to my child/ward taking part in this competition 

 

(Signature of parent or guardian).............................................................. 

 

(Printed name)………………………………………………………………… 

 

To be completed by the entrant’s organist/choir leader and minister at their place of worship 

 

I certify that the below named person is a member of the choir at the place of worship stated. 

 

ENTRANT’S NAME………………………………………………………………………. 

 

PLACE OF WORSHIP………………………………………………… 

 

(Signature of organist or choir leader)……………………………………………………. 

 

(Printed name)………………………………………………………………………… 

 

I support the above entry 

 

(Signature of minister)................................................................................................. 

 



(Printed name)…………………………..…………..…………......................................... 

 

 

To be completed by the entrant’s school teacher 

 

I support the above entry as the entrant’s school teacher. I believe the entrant fit to participate in a 

high profile national event before a large audience. I believe the candidate is willingly entering this 

competition of his or her own volition. 

 

(Signature of teacher)……….……………………………………………………… 

 

(Printed name)…………………………………………… 

 

TELEPHONE (direct line or mobile if possible)……………………………… 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS…………………………………………………………………… 

 

RELATIONSHIP TO ENTRANT (e.g. class teacher)…………………………... 

 

SCHOOL NAME AND ADDRESS……………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

 



 

 

With this form you must submit a recording of your performance of two items (At least one item 

should be accompanied): 

 one being a published hymn or worship song; and  

 one being any spiritual or inspirational song, anthem, aria from an oratorio, or sacred 

song in any style accompanied or unaccompanied.  

 (When choosing this piece, please bear in mind that Radio 2 is a music network where 

accessibility is key and content must be appropriate.  Most well-known religious or inspirational 

music should be appropriate).  

When making your recording place the microphone on a stand if possible, about a metre away from 

the singer.  Keep the accompaniment simple and check afterwards that it is not masking the voice.  

Try another recording further away from the organ or piano if the voice is not clear. 

 

Please write details of your two items here (at least one item should be accompanied): 

 

ITEM ONE ........................................................................................................................ 

 

ITEM TWO ........................................................................................................................ 

 

Please make sure that the recording does not last longer than three and a half minutes.   

Recordings are not returnable



 

Privacy Notice 

Thank you for applying to take part in the BBC Radio 2 “Young Chorister of the Year 

2019” competition.  

It is important that you read this notice so that you are aware of how and why we are 
using such information. This privacy notice describes how we collect and use 
personal information about you during and after your relationship with us, in 
accordance with data protection law.   

Additional information can be found in the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy. 
Where there is inconsistency between those documents and this notice, this notice 
shall prevail. You can find out more about your information and privacy here. 
 
 

What personal data we will collect and how we will use it? 

You have provided us with information (“personal data”) about yourself. This data is 

your name, date of birth, gender, address, voice recordings, and school address. If 

you are under 13 years of age you must provide us with your parent/guardian’s 

name, email address and phone number. The BBC will contact your parent or 

guardian to verify you have their permission to provide us with your personal data.  

The BBC will also collect and process certain special categories of more sensitive 

personal information that you provide. This information is your place of worship. We 

will only ask you to provide such information where we have a lawful basis to do so. 

If you choose to provide such information, please carefully consider if you wish to 

disclose such information. 

You have also provided us with personal data about your school teacher and your 

choir leader/organist/minister. This data include their names, signatures, email 

address and phone numbers. Your personal data and that of school teacher/choir 

leader/organist/minister will be processed for the purpose of administering the 

competition, verifying our rules of entry and for applying for performance licences.  

The BBC is the “data controller” of this information. This means that the BBC decides 

what your personal data is used for, and the ways in which it is processed.  

What is our lawful basis for tomorrow? 

The legal basis on which the BBC processes your personal data is in our legitimate 

interest of ensuring we can run a competition of this nature and producing creative 

output. We have carefully considered the impact on you and will not use your 

personal information where the impact overrides our interests. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/privacy/


 

The legal basis on which the BBC processes special categories of information you 

have provided is on the basis of substantial public interest in the BBC producing 

content. 

How long we will retain your data for? 

If you are unsuccessful, the BBC will retain your personal data and/or your 

parent/guardian’s until 31st October 2019. However, if you are successful, the BBC 

will retain your personal data and/or your parent/guardian’s for two years. This is 

because winners take part in various recordings in the year following the competition 

and the BBC will need to contact you for these purposes. After the expiration of the 

relevant period, your data will be destroyed in line with the BBC’s Data Retention 

and Minimisation Policy  

If you are successful we will retain the personal data of your school teacher, choir 

leader/organist/minister until for two years. 

If you are unsuccessful we will retain the personal data of your school teacher, choir 

leader/organist/minister until 31st October 2019. 

Broadcasted material will be retained indefinitely as it will become part of the BBC’s 

archives.   

Who we will share your personal information with? 

The personal data you provide will be stored by a third party company, Monterosa, 

which provides the web based platform to collect the entries. The BBC will not share 

your data with any other third parties unless required by the law.  

If you complete the postal nomination form, the BBC will store your data securely. 

 If you are selected as a finalist, the BBC will contact you and your parent/guardian 

at this time to ensure that necessary arrangements are made prior to broadcasting 

your work and taking your photograph.   

Your rights and more information 

If you have any questions about how the BBC handles your personal information, or 

you wish to find out about your rights, please visit the BBC’s Privacy and Cookies 

Policy. You will also be able to find out more information about how the BBC 

processes your information and how you can contact the BBC’s Data Protection 

Officer.   

If you raise a concern with the BBC about the way it has handled your personal data 

and you are dissatisfied with the BBC’s response, you are entitled to raise a concern 

with the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) at: https://ico.org.uk/concerns/   

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/privacy-policy/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/privacy-policy/
https://ico.org.uk/concerns/

