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Build a Celtic Settlement

Read the descriptions below and then decide which objects belong to the Celtic 
Settlement. Place either a tick in the box if it belongs to the settlement, or an X in 
the box if it doesn’t belong to the settlement.



Find out more about Saint Patrick at bbc.co.uk/saintpatrick

This stone church has a tall, circular tower which could 
be seen for many miles around. 

Standing stones are sometimes called megaliths (meaning 
‘great stones’) because of their size. They can stand on 

their own, or be found in groups – like at Stonehenge. This 
stone has some Ogham marks on it.

This metal-framed bicycle with rubber tyres would be a 
useful way of getting from place to place.

In ancient Ireland, the people often wore jewellery 
– they had bracelets, necklaces and rings - sometimes 

made of precious metals and beautifully decorated.

This circular one-roomed house had one door, no 
windows and a fire in the centre of the floor. The 

roof was made of thatch and the walls of hazel rods, woven 
together and sometimes plastered over. Some of the homes 
had underground passages known as ‘souterrains’.

A druid was an important member of society. He was 
a bit like a priest, magician and teacher rolled into one! 

The word ‘druid’ means wizard or wise man. The druids 
worshipped Nature. They met in wooded groves and believed 
the oak was the most sacred tree. 

A cannon is a weapon that uses gunpowder to fire 
cannonballs.

The bible is one of the most printed and read books in 
the whole world, and has been translated into very many 

languages.

Cows were very important animals and showed 
how wealthy a person was. Pigs and sheep were also 

important and the fleeces were used to make clothes. Every 
part of an animal was used: nothing went to waste - their 
bones and horns were used for tools, weapons and jewellery; 
and their skins were used for leather and clothing.

Skilled craftsmen made weapons such as spears, swords 
and helmets to take on raids. They also made household 

items such as pots, plates and urns in which to store food.

It was hard to travel by road in Ireland so the people 
usually travelled by water. They used boats called 

‘curraghs’ which were fast, lightweight and very seaworthy.

Crops were very important. These people grew 
cereals like wheat and barley, beans, peas and lentils; 

and they gathered wild fruit and berries, nuts and herbs to 
use as medicine. They had a healthy diet with meat, fish and 
shellfish.
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Check your answers
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Yes, I did see druids when I was in Ireland. Well 
done.

Well done. We can find evidence of their diet from 
excavations of ‘middens’ which were ‘compost heaps’ 

kept close to their houses.

I’m glad you picked this one. Many examples of 
Celtic weapons and artefacts have been discovered 

by archaeologists. The Celts probably had many leather 
and wooden items in their homes as well - but these are 
perishable and few have survived.

Yes, well done. Travel in Celtic times was mainly by boat 
and the Celts used ‘curraghs’. They made these from a 

wooden frame, covered with animal hides. When they were 
travelling on the land, they used animals or carts with wooden 
wheels.

You’re right – animals were very important in 
Celtic life.

You’re right. Several houses belonging to the same 
family would be grouped together inside a circular wall 

for protection. These places were called ‘ring forts’ or ‘raths’ 
and they were often built on hilltops.

Well done – I wasn’t sure you’d get this one right! Many 
beautiful artefacts have been found including necklaces, 

brooches and horse harness fittings. We know the Celts even 
had mirrors because archaeologists have uncovered these in 
graves.

Well done! Ogham was the earliest form of Irish writing, 
made of simple strokes usually cut on the edge of a 

standing stone.

Not quite right. Cannons and gunpowder weren’t 
invented until hundreds of years after my lifetime. 

Weapons used by the ancient Celts included swords and 
spears.

Not quite right! When I was in Ireland, there weren’t 
any stone buildings because people didn’t yet know 

how to build in stone. Round towers were developed by the 
monasteries AFTER my mission to Ireland

Alas – it was a long time after my life before printed 
bibles were available. There were handwritten 

documents called ‘manuscripts’ – this word comes from two 
Latin words: ‘manus’ (a hand) and ‘scribere’ (to write).

If only there’d been bicycles in Ireland when I was there, 
I wouldn’t have had to walk so many miles looking after 

my sheep! The Celtic craftsmen did have wooden wheels 
– but they hadn’t yet come up with bicycles. Carts, boats and 
animals were the only means of transport back then.


