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| PENSIONS

The first session was a presentation 
by Kirsty Jordan-Smith on benefits 
for the elderly (summarised on 

page 3), who was followed by BBC 
pensioner Trustee, Leslie Huss-Smickler.

Leslie used his slot to update the visitors 
on the Scheme’s financial position and 
also to shed some light on the widely 
held belief that the BBC took a 
contribution holiday in the 1990s.

Myth or reality? 
Leslie, who worked in the BBC pensions 
team between 1978 and 1994 (latterly as 
the pensions manager), showed an 
interesting graph of the BBC’s 
contributions between 1987 and 2005. 

In 1987, the Corporation was paying in 
19.5% of pensionable salaries; this 
reduced gradually to 11% in 1990 and  
4.5% in 1992.

Leslie explained: ‘In the late 1980s stock 
markets increased, but so did interest 
rates, which reduced the Scheme’s 
liabilities. Also, in those days people 
weren’t living as long. As a result, the 
Scheme had a surplus. The BBC decided 
to use the surplus to reduce members’ 
contributions (from 7.5% to 4%) and also 
improve the benefits provided. 

‘The death-in-service lump sum was 
raised from 3x to 4x salary; spouse’s 
pensions were increased from 1/2 to 
2/3rds of members’ pensions; and the 
pension increase cap was raised from 5% 
to 10%, or RPI if lower. There was also a 
special one-off increase for pensioners 
aged over 75.

‘These benefit improvements are in part 
why we have a deficit in the Scheme now,’ 
said Leslie. 

The current low-interest environment, 
together with increased longevity, have 

BBC VOLUNTEER VISITING SCHEME – 
EXTENDING THE HAND OF FRIENDSHIP

The 100-or-so BBC pensioners assembled for the 2018 BBC 
Volunteer Visiting Scheme Conference enjoyed a fascinating two 
days hearing from a variety of speakers on a diverse range of topics, 
but they also had a chance to share their experiences and best 
practice with their fellow ‘visitors’ during an interactive ‘workshop’.

increased the amount of money the 
Scheme needs to pay out these very good 
benefits. In 2017 the BBC paid 16.7% of 
pensionable salaries towards the benefits 
being built up by current active members, 
and in 2018 it is 31.4%. That’s not including 
the deficit contributions the Corporation 
has to pay in if there is a deficit.

Precious memories 
Luke O’Shea from BBC Archives then 
delivered an energetic presentation about 
his job in Perivale, working in the MID team 
(Music, Images and Documents).

With seeming boundless enthusiasm, Luke 
explained that the BBC Archives comprises 
five teams: AVR (audio-visual and radio); 
technical services (digitisation and 
preservation); contracts; stores; and MID.

Between them, they look after around  
five million items, including 600,000 hours  
of TV, commercial music, sheet music, 
artworks and photos.

So, what should you do if you have 
something BBC-related and you’re 
wondering if the Archives team would like 
to see it?

As a first step, call 03704 101 060  
(part of audience services), who will  
try to understand what the material is. 
They will then contact Archives to check 
if we have a copy of the article or 
material; if not the Archives team will  
get in touch and assess the material to 
establish its value.

Or, if you made a substantial contribution 
to a BBC programme, either as a featured 

or named contributor, you may be able  
to purchase a copy for personal use.  
The terms and conditions, process and 
charges are explained on this web page: 
bbc.co.uk/faqs/tv/contributor_access_
process

Day Two 
Ian Cutter, Head of Operations, Pension 
and Benefits Centre kicked off the second 
day of the conference by sharing the 
high-level findings from the 2018  
Member Survey.

The survey received 4,249 responses, up 
76% on 2015 numbers. Sixty per cent of 
the respondents were pensioners.

75% rated the Volunteer Visiting Scheme 
(VVS) and Prospero excellent or good, 
and 56% were aware of myPension online, 
the Scheme’s online member self-service 
(MSS) area. Of those, 7 in 10 hadn’t got 
around to registering for it.

An improved version of myPension online 
was launched on 24 July, with the aim of 
making it simpler to register, without 
compromising on security.

The team’s aim for 2018 is to increase  
the number of registered users – which 
segued into Ian’s next section about the 
engagement campaign that was being 
launched that very day (and which  
was reported on in the August edition  
of Prospero). 

All BBC pensioners were sent a leaflet 
explaining how to register, as well as a 
stylus pen that can be used either for 
writing or for scrolling through a website. 
This was followed by a mailing to all 
deferred members, and then by an email 
campaign for active members.

In the first week alone, following the 
mailing, an extra 1,000 pensioners had 
registered for myPension online. You can 

read more about the success of this 
campaign on the next page.

Ian said: ‘We are investing in the Scheme 
to provide a better service to members. 
We want to allow members to transact 
online if they wish to do so, and we are 
responding to more demands from 
members to have this information 
available to them online.’

However, he reiterated the point that 
nothing was being taken away from 
pensioners, who could still call the 
Pension Service Line if they wanted to 
discuss their pension.

Data too 
Steve Hunnissett, the BBC Pension 
Scheme’s Risk & Compliance Manager, 
followed Ian with a detailed presentation 
on the Scheme’s preparations for the 
General Data Protection Regulations 
(GDPR). Cheryl Miles, the VVS  
Co-ordinator, then spoke about the 
changes the VVS had to make to its 
processes to become GDPR-compliant.

The final session of the conference was  
a workshop, where the visitors sat at  
13 tables, roughly split into UK regions,  
to discuss and share their experiences, 
problem and ideas with the group. 

What’s in a name? 
One of the interesting comments was 
whether the Volunteer Visiting Scheme 
should rename itself. 

One visitor said: ‘The word ‘visit’ makes 
people think they need to hoover the 
house and get the best china out – it can 
be a bit intimidating. It is contact – by 
phone, email or in person.’

Others said that sometimes their visitees 
were a bit suspicious, thinking that the 
VVS was the BBC’s way of ‘checking up’ 
on them. However, once they’d had the 
first visit and realised that wasn’t the 
case, they ‘relaxed’.

In the visitors’ words, the BBC Volunteer 
Visiting Scheme is:

• Communication, support and 
friendship

• Talking to people from a huge variety 
of careers and backgrounds

• A continuation of Auntie’s  
welfare system

• Providing a link with the BBC and 
someone they can reach out to 

• A bridge between the BBC and  
its pensioners

The conference was closed by John 
Cullen, the BBC Pension Scheme CEO, 
who thanked the visitors for their help in 
running the VVS and reminded them that 
it celebrates its 25th anniversary in 2019. 
Look out for more about the VVS’ 
services in the year ahead, or contact the 
Pension Service Line if you want to find  
out more.

The BBC never paid less 
than members were 
paying in
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PENSIONS TEAM CELEBRATES 
SUCCESSFUL ENGAGEMENT 
CAMPAIGN
As we told you in the August issue of Prospero, the 
Pension and Benefits Centre had embarked on a 
campaign to encourage BBC Pension Scheme members 
to register for myPension online, our secure member 
self-service area.

To date, over 12,000 members have signed up to use  
the service – up from 4,000 before the campaign.  
The pensions helpline received over 4,000 calls and  
800 emails from members with questions or requesting 
their personal security number (required to register) –  
so we hope that everyone who has their details now  
but not yet registered will remember to do so!

Since the engagement campaign, members have made 
over 3,000 changes of details online and requested over 
250 online pension estimates.

Targeted communications were sent out to the three 
main member groups: active members (who received an 
email); deferred members (who received an innovative 
‘pop-up’ message – see image); and of course you, our 
retired members, who received a leaflet and a special 
‘stylus’ pension – perfect for browsing the internet.

Remember, once you’ve signed up for myPension online, 
you will be able to:

• view and print your payslips

• view and print your annual P60 and pension  
increase letter

• nominate a dependant or change an  
existing nomination

• update your contact details 

• update your bank details.

Go to bbc.co.uk/mypension to find out more.

Mystery Sudoku
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 
3x3 box contains the letters CEIKNSRTW in some 
order. One row or column contains a five or more 
letter word, title or name with a BBC connection. 
Solve the Sudoku to discover what it is and send 
your answer to: The Editor, Prospero, BBC Pension 
and Benefits Centre, Broadcasting House, Cardiff 
CF5 2YQ by Monday 5 November 2018.

The winner gets a £10 voucher. Many thanks to  
Neil Somerville for providing this puzzle. 

The Sudoku winner in August was  
Mrs Jean Mara, who correctly  
identified the BBC connection  
was John Birt.
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£10

State Pension 
The new system replaces the Basic State Pension and 
additional elements with a single figure which is 
arrived at using one of two calculations:

• The amount you’d get under old State Pension

• The amount you’d get if the New State Pension

The higher of the two figures is awarded. This may 
include a ‘protected amount’ if your State Pension 
under the old system is higher than the full New State 
Pension (i.e. more than £164.35 per week currently).

Pension Credit 
Tops up income for pensioners on low incomes.  
There are two types – Guarantee Credit and Savings 
Credit. Guarantee Credit tops up weekly income if it’s 
below £163 for a single person or £248.80 for couples. 
Savings Credit can add income of £13.40 a week  
to single people or £14.99 a week to couples.  
Pension Credit rules are complex – check the  
Pension Credit calculator online at  
gov.uk/pension-credit-calculator

Winter Fuel Payment 
A non means-tested and non-taxable payment of 
between £100 and £300, which is payable to those 
born on or before 5 November 1953 (for the winter 
2018-19). To qualify, you must have lived in the UK for 
at least one day between 17-23 Sept 2018, the 
‘qualifying week’. Restrictions applied in 2015 mean 
those in Cyprus, France, Spain, Gibraltar, Greece, Malta 
and Portugal aren’t eligible due to comparative winter 
temperatures.

Attendance Allowance 
A non means-tested and non-taxable benefit payable 
for those with disability/illness over age 65, to be used 
to help cover the costs associated with disability and ill 
health in later life. You don’t actually have to use the 
money you receive in this way in order to claim it.

Carer’s Allowance (CA) 
For those who spend at least 35 hours a week  
caring for someone who receives certain benefits.  
The claimants must not have earnings in excess of 
£120 a week. If any State Pension received is higher 
than the rate of CA, then CA won’t be paid. It’s 
possible to have an ‘underlying entitlement’ to CA, 
which can help you in other ways.

Benefits for 
the elderly
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Memories of  
Reg Pidsley
I was interested to see a mention of  
Reg Pidsley in Prospero a while ago.

He was the BBC recording engineer who 
accompanied Wynford Vaughan Thomas 
on a bombing raid to Berlin in 1943.

They returned safely with Wynford’s 
commentary on the raid captured by  
Reg on disc.

In a Parkinson interview, Wynford 
described the flight as the worst eight 
hours of his life.

Reg owned the house in Potters Bar 
which I shared with other BBC staff when 
I worked at Brookmans Park transmitting 
station in 1974. 

He lived nearby so I delivered the rent  
to his house every month. We used to 
discuss old sound recording equipment 
but I had no idea until many years later 
that he had made this remarkable and 
historic recording.

Alan Bayly, Ludlow

Reading Nigel Holmes’ article in 
Prospero August reminded me of the 
extra work Radio Durham’s closure 
entailed for Maurice, my husband, who 
was asked to manage and supervise 
the process. Maurice had just 
successfully set Radio Leicester – the 
first Local Radio station in England – 
upon its journey.

It was a sad time for Radio Durham  
and I asked Maurice why it had not 
succeeded. He said there were several 
reasons, but in his view the main one 
was the fact that the building chosen 
for the station was just outside Durham 
Town. He said Local Radio needed to 
be in the heart of its community so  
that people could call in and know 
where it was. Then it felt as if it 
belonged to them.

I believe the station budget was also 
exceeded and savings could have been 
made, e.g., the need for extra records 
could have been arranged by ordering 
them from a huge Music and Sound 
Library at BH in London.

What a wonderful setting, though, for 
Local Radio in a town with a great 

Do you recognise anyone in these photos, or are you in them? Let us know.

University and Cathedral! It must have 
been hard to disband when the staff 
had been full of hope and excitement 
at the prospect of opening the first 
county station. However, Carlisle 
benefited and became BBC Radio 
Cumbria. (I still have the apron that  
was given to me when Maurice and I 
visited Carlisle.)

Maurice was given the option of 
choosing where to manage another 
Local Radio station. He chose 
Southampton. Radio Solent came on 
air on the Eve of 1970, ready for the 
New Year. He was then asked to 
research towns throughout England, 
including the Isle of Wight and the 
Channel Islands. His 100+ page 
document was received by the 
Government and BBC and a further 42 
stations were allowed to open and 
begin broadcasting.

Throughout life Maurice was keen on 
sport. The enclosed photographs show 
his cricket team and football team  
which he organised when he was editor 
South East. 

Kay Ennals MBE

The County Durham dream  
– or nightmare?

BBC sports teams

My BBC leaving book
My leaving book is a very good reminder of my 
24 happy years with the Beeb and is still in 
pristine condition after all the years.

I qualified as an accountant in the 1950s  
when women were not readily accepted in  
that profession. 

The BBC was just beginning to go commercial, 
selling educational pamphlets to schools and 
teaching listeners German and French. They advertised in the Daily Telegraph  
for a commercial accountant and I got the job. No bias against females!

I started in Publications but moved around Finance Directorate until I settled for 
15 years as Accountant Salaries – a demanding job; after all, nobody wants the 
wrong pay! But it was great.

With the help of about 70 staff and later on new computer systems, we were 
paying 24,000 staff and 10,000 pensioners. I guess today those figures would  
be reversed!

If any of the good friends who signed my book or wrote such nice letters on  
my early retirement would like to get in touch I would be delighted to hear  
from them.

Christine Cooke nee Brettell

Suspension of 
Disbelief and 
‘False Truth’
Thank you to Martin Fisher for his article 
about his work blending animation with 
real life action. Martin‘s creativity in his 
‘life after Auntie’ is exciting and the 
technology which he says ‘is about to 
change the world of performance motion 
capture’ is impressive.

I noted he introduced us to the work 
through the concept of ‘suspension of 
disbelief’. This resonated with some of  
my own recent explorations into ideas  
of ‘Fake News’ and ‘False Truth’.

Like Martin, some of my inspiration 
comes from a background in BBC 
production, in my case with a once 
vibrant ‘religious programmes’ 
department. It helped me to connect with 
people of all faiths and none, who have 
an interest in the vast and timeless 
debate about truth and beliefs.

Technological progress is disrupting so 
many ideas many of us once took for 
granted. There has been a debate since 
the beginning of time, but a discussion  
of how we can understand and look for 
‘truth’ has never been more important 
than it is now. 

My connections with media, academia 
and worlds of faith have helped me 
generate a couple of events enabling 
people to share thoughts and ideas about 
‘truth’ today. I hope to do more and 
would be pleased to hear from anyone 
who shares an interest. 

John Forrest
Email: producerjohn@hotmail.com

Above: BBC South 
East V. Hastings & 
Bexhill 1965

Right: BBC South 
East Region News V. 
Women’s Cricket 
Association 1962
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Mystery sketcher
I’m sure I am far from being alone in 
having ‘rescued’ various items which were 
in genuine danger of being lost during 
alterations to BBC facilities and premises 
over the years.

I retrieved a 9”x11” signed pencil sketch of 
Broadcasting House London from  
BH Edinburgh over 20 years ago and it 
has been on my study wall since then.

The artist’s Christian name certainly 
begins Albert P but the surname Barl...?  
is unclear. I have a vague recollection of 
being told that it may be one of a number 
of similar sketches by the same artist.

I have a small pang of conscience each 
time I look at it and thought I would try 
and find out if there is anyone out there in 
the retired fraternity who may be able to 
shed some light on who Albert was and, 
perhaps, reunite his drawing with any 
other sketches and possibly his family.

Noble Macpherson

Old BBC Books
John Wallis, OB Sound Engineer in BBC Midlands in the 1950s and Operations 
Planning Engineer later on in Wales, has had to join his wife, Daphne, in a nursing 
home in Nantgarw, Cardiff.

When clearing their bungalow, his daughter, Katherine, found several old books and 
publications with a broadcasting theme. She is happy for these items to be donated 
to anyone who is interested in them. These items are now in my possession so if 
anyone would like to acquire all or part of them – or know anyone who might be 
interested – then please contact me by email (olmoyra@gmail.com).

The list of publications is: Handbook of Wireless Telegraphy - 1938 - Vol. 1; 
Handbook of Wireless Telegraphy - 1938 - Vol. 2; Television Engineering - Vol. 1; 
BBC Engineering Division Manual 1942; Radio Designers Handbook; Principles  
of PAL Colour Television; BBC Broadcasting Centre, Birmingham (Pebble Mill); 
BBC Broadcasting House, Cardiff; Sunday Telegraph - 50 Years of Television 
Inside Outside Broadcasts (1993); BBC Television Service. A Technical 
Description. 3rd Edition; The Year that Made the Day (BBC planning for the 
Coronation 1953); This is BBC Wales (two versions/years); Ariel 1982; The Lime 
Grove Story - 40 years leaflet; The Golden Box (50th anniversary of Royal 
Television Society); and Radio Times - 1-7 November 1986 - price 32p!
Oliver Dyer
Cardiff

BBC Scotland
The annual BBC Scotland retired staff lunchtime reunion will take place on Friday 
16 November in the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Glasgow, just across the River Clyde 
from BBC Scotland’s headquarters at Pacific Quay.

If you haven’t already received an email notification of this, then you’re missing 
from our list – so please contact either stewart.shearer@ntlworld.com or 
Bryce.L@virgin.net or andrew.longbottom@outlook.com for further details.

Andrew Longbottom

Marylebone/Publications
The MHS Luncheon Club was formed back in 1973 by management working  
at BBC Publications in Marylebone High Street.

Anyone who worked there at any time, from the 50s through to when Publications 
became part of BBC Enterprises and was moved from Marylebone to White City  
in 1992 , is able to become a member of this club. 

We currently have over 60 members and meet twice a year for lunch. Our next 
reunion is on Tuesday 11 December at the BBC Club, next to Wogan House,  
at 12.30.

Any other ex-BBC Publications staff who are interested in catching up with  
old friends and colleagues are welcome to email me for more information.

Steve Wehrle
Chairman, MHS Club

sra.wehrle@gmail.com

REUNIONS

Seeking Wheelbase’s Tony Salmon?
I am trying to get in touch with Tony Salmon, whose contact details I have lost.

I first met him in July 1970 at Rosapenna, Co Donegal, when he was the BBC’s 
youngest producer (working on Wheelbase) and I was PR for Citroen cars.

I’ve been running motorsport endeavour for 10 years helping injured soldiers rebuild 
their lives through active involvement with motorsport.

If you can help, my phone number is 07513 276037 and my email address is 
GrahamRaphael@icloud.com

Graham Raphael

BBC at Blackpool?
Blackpool Council is developing a new visitor attraction that will provide a behind-the-
scenes view into what it took to make Blackpool famous. As part of that, they  
contacted the BBC, looking for images relating mainly to the original Come Dancing 
series, and also other BBC radio and TV music programmes that have come from 
Blackpool over the years.

They’re still looking for the following, and wondered if any Prospero readers could 
help: Editions of the original Come Dancing series (1950 to 1998), from Blackpool; 
Reginald Dixon, organist at the Blackpool Tower Ballroom from the 1930s onward; 
Geraldo and His Orchestra performing in Blackpool, 1940s onward; Ted Heath 
performing in Blackpool, 1950s onward; Jack Parnell and His Orchestra performing in 
Blackpool, 1950s onward; David Ede and the Rabin Band on Go Man Go; Images from 
the first Come Dancing broadcast, 29 Sep. 1950; Eric Morley from the early years of 
Come Dancing or in Blackpool; The Blackpool Locarno (also known as the Mecca and 
Tiffany’s) in relation to Come Dancing or Northern Soul music; Early OBs from the 
Blackpool Tower, Empress or Palace ballrooms and/or relay from Manchester. 

Please contact Rebecca Antrobus if you can help (Rebecca.Antrobus@blackpool.gov.uk 
or 01253 478624).



Putting the record straight on the 
Scottish orchestras
Ian Reed’s piece on the Scottish Variety and Radio Orchestras (August Prospero) 
unfortunately perpetuates the myth and untruth surrounding Radio’s plans in 1980 
to disband certain of its then complement of orchestras. His very last paragraph is 
not correct in certain respects. Permit me to put the record straight.

He is not alone. I have read several books about the BBC’s history of this period 
which are similarly misguided in their versions of this story. At least he didn’t blame 
Aubrey Singer (the then MD of BBC Radio)!

How do I know better you may ask? Simple. I was then a senior accountant in  
Radio who, along with Charles Beardsall, Assistant Head of Radio 2 programme 
department, was charged with the task of visiting all the regions – including 
Scotland – to advise heads of radio of the proposed disbandment of all the then 
designated regional light orchestras whose output was recorded for transmission  
on Radio 2 network. Accordingly, I know what happened as I was there!

The background was the BBC’s imperative to save money owing to a less than 
favourable license fee settlement. Radio was charged with targets and differing 
levels of pain, as were TV and other services. One measure proposed was to disband 
the regional light orchestras whose output Radio 2 management found increasingly 
difficult to place. Tastes then, as now, were changing and the orchestras’ output was 
not suited to those changes.

I should make it very plain that from the outset, it was never intended that any of 
the BBC’s 4 Symphony Orchestras (BBC/Philharmonic/Welsh and Scottish) were to 
be included in these proposals. However, the BBC Academy, a trainee orchestra 
based in Bristol, was to be included. That the Scottish Symphony became involved 
is explained later.

Charles and myself thus visited the English and national regions to advise the 
proposed disbandment. None liked it but accepted the imperative, that is, all bar 
Scottish management. The grapevine had preceded us and by the time we arrived 
in Glasgow, a different plan had been hatched. The then Scottish Secretary and 
Head of Music proposed that instead of the SRO, the Scottish Symphony Orchestra 
should be disbanded. We did not accept this as their output was an essential 
ingredient of Radio 3’s output in addition to local programming.

This proposal was born of bloody mindedness in my opinion. As history records, the 
MU involved themselves, a strike was called and such senior managers as the then 
Head of Music, Robert Ponsonby, joined the picket line outside BH. And the BBC in 
general and Aubrey Singer in particular were mercilessly criticised by the press, 
parts of the music establishment and the (Tory) Government!

Thanks to the involvement of ACAS and especially Lord Goodman, the damage was 
minimised, the strike was called off and the Proms went ahead 

As Mr Reed records, the SRO was subsequently disbanded.

Geoff Hall
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When war broke out in 1939, the 
BBC had to confront major 
existential challenges, 

including, crucially, its relationship  
with the Government and the military. 
However, it also had to deal with a series 
of practical challenges in order to protect 
itself against the threats of bombing.  
It decided it would need to follow the 
principle of dispersal also undertaken  
by many other sectors of British life in 
wartime in order to carry on broadcasting 
if its headquarters in London were put 
out of action. 

Wood Norton Hall, near Evesham, set in 
the rolling hills of Worcestershire, is the 
best known of the BBC wartime studios. 
Bought by the BBC in the spring of 1939,  
it was chosen because it was fairly remote, 
had extensive tree cover, and had enough 
space in the grounds for the discreet 
construction of temporary buildings. 
Rumours that the house was being 
prepared as a home for the Duke of 
Windsor, who as Edward VIII had 
abdicated three years earlier were 
apparently encouraged by the BBC.  
The first BBC staff moved there on  
29 August and the new control room was 
operational on 5 September, two days 
after Britain declared war on Germany. 

The Music Production, Schools, Features 
and Drama departments all moved there in 
the early days of the war. By early 1940, 
Wood Norton had become one of the 
biggest broadcasting centres in Europe, 
producing 1,300 programme items per 
week amounting to 835 hours of radio.  
The BBC Monitoring Service, which was  
set up in 1939 to monitor foreign radio 
broadcasts, was also based there  
until 1943. 

In 1941 emergency studios were built on the 
lawn at Wood Norton in case the intensity 

HOW THE BBC STAYED SAFE IN WW2
The story of how the BBC dispersed its studios around Britain during the 
Second World War is told by former Head of BBC Yorkshire, Colin Philpott,  
as part of his latest book, ‘Secret Wartime Britain’. 

of bombing in London necessitated moving 
live broadcasting out of the capital. 

Bristol was another important wartime 
base for the BBC. The BBC Symphony 
Orchestra and the BBC Theatre Orchestra 
moved there at the beginning of the war.  
They stayed there for a year using local 
facilities including Colston Hall. Light Music, 
Entertainment, Listener Research and 
various administrative departments also 
went to Bristol. Bristol was subject to  
heavy bombing and further dispersal 
became necessary. 

However, the most remarkable aspect of 
the BBC’s wartime activity in Bristol was 
the building of an emergency studio  
centre in the Clifton Rocks Railway Tunnel. 
The BBC took over the disused tunnels  
of a former funicular railway. Studios and 
control rooms were constructed on seven 
levels and they were staffed continuously 
from 1942 until the end of the war as an 
emergency base for live broadcasting.  
They were never needed for this purpose 
but the studios were used for recording 
and routing programmes.

Bangor hosted one of the BBC’s best-
known wartime programmes. It’s that Man 
Again (ITMA), starring Tommy Handley, was 
a comedy show that poked fun at the Nazis 
and also at British officialdom. It ran for 
300 episodes through the war and 
continued until 1949. The audience was 
unaware at the time that the show was 
recorded not in London but in North Wales. 
The BBC’s Light Entertainment Department 
decamped there from Bristol in 1940 and 
stayed until 1943. Around 400 BBC staff 
were based in Bangor and many wartime 
stars like Vera Lynn and Arthur Askey 
passed through. 

Bedford was another centre important in 
the BBC’s wartime story. In 1941, the Music 
Department, including the BBC’s orchestras 
went there. A special train took orchestra 
members from Bristol to Bedford in August 
1941. Later, several other BBC departments 
including Religion were also relocated to 
Bedford. A number of premises around the 
town were used by the BBC including the 
Bunyon Hall schoolrooms, the Castle 
Billiard Hall, the Corn Exchange, Bedford 
School Hall and St Paul’s Church, from 
where the Daily Service was broadcast. 
Some BBC Prom concerts took place  
in Bedford. 

The BBC also relocated departments to 
Manchester, Glasgow and Oxford and 
made use of its pre-existing regional 
studios in other parts of the country. 

Meanwhile, back in London, the BBC  
took yet more steps to safeguard its  
news operation. Work was completed at 
Broadcasting House in November 1942 on 
a single-storey structure with base, walls 
and roof almost two metres thick and 
designed to withstand 500lb bombs.

The ‘Stronghold’, as the new complex was 
known, contained four news studios with 
associated control rooms and its own 
generator and other supplies. 

Broadcasting House was affected directly 
by bombing twice in 1940, killing eight 
people. However, the overall structure  
of the building remained secure, 
broadcasting was barely disrupted and 
Bruce Belfrage famously carried on 
reading the news after the most serious 
attack. Despite these incidents, the 
‘Stronghold’ was never needed and it was 
subsequently incorporated into post-war 
extensions of Broadcasting House. 

Finally, the lengths to which the BBC went 
in secret to provide for every wartime 
eventuality can be illustrated by the 
existence of yet more standby facilities.  

A large Victorian house in Woodside 
Avenue in Finchley, North-West London 
was kitted out as the ‘Emergency News 
House’. Under the codename of ‘Kelvedon’ 
it had a control room in the basement, two 
small news studios, its own generator and 
lines linking it into the BBC’s transmission 
system. Ironically, the house was itself 
damaged in an air raid in January 1941.

Secret Wartime Britain by Colin Philpott is 
published by Pen and Sword at £25.00.
www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

BBC Wood Norton 1940s

BBC Bangor
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ON THE ROAD TO NIGHTINGALE SQUARE
Frederick James Mander passed away in April this year at 
the age of 92. He joined the BBC in October 1941, aged 
16, and retired 43 years later. His son Tim found a 90-
page booklet written by Fred called BBC (and all that)  
– a recollection of his life with the BBC, complete with 
relevant scanned memos of the time. We have published 
a few extracts from his book and hope to follow up with 
more in a future issue of Prospero, as it includes several 
anecdotes of the BBC during the war which we hope our 
readers will find interesting.

I was settling in at college quite well 
and beginning to form an affection for 
Headers and Stretchers and Flemish 

and English Bond (brickwork to the 
uninformed), when one day we were 
asked to welcome a BBC engineer. 

He told us the BBC was introducing  
a string of small transmitters across  
the country as a safeguard, in case the 
existing large transmitters were the 
subject of enemy attacks. One such 
transmitter was being installed in the 
Torquay area and the BBC was seeking 
suitable staff – would any of us  
be interested?

Without consciously thinking about it, my 
hand automatically went up, which was 
duly noted and I was invited for an 
interview along with one or two others.

The upshot was that I was offered the 
post of Youth (Transmitters), at the 
princely sum of nineteen shillings and ten 
pence a week.

This turned out to be one of the most 
important events of my life.

Jumbo
While my contemporaries had eventually 
to leave the BBC to join up, I was 
declared unfit for active service due to 
having asthma – so life continued on at 
the BBC.

One day I was duty at the control desk, 
which was used to monitor the 
programme output.

This meant keeping an eye on the peak 
programme meter (PPM), which 
showed the 

sound level of the programme being 
broadcast at the time.

If there were any abnormalities, we  
liaised with Exeter, which was the next 
station up the line and was feeding us 
with the signal.

The Engineer-in-Charge (EIC), who  
was living not far away, was said to 
assiduously listen to the programme we 
were transmitting all his waking hours.

The phone rang – it was the EIC.  
‘The music’s peaking a bit,’ he said.

‘Yes,’ I said.

‘You’d better get on to Exeter and tell 
them it’s a bit heavy,’ he said. I agreed 
and he rang off.

It was with some trepidation that I picked 
up the internal phone. I had never spoken 
to Exeter before, let alone the fact that 
technical jargon was not my strong point.

The phone was ringing at the other end.

‘Hello, this is Exeter,’ said a gruff voice.

‘Torquay here,’ I quavered.

‘What’s the problem?’

‘The programme’s peaking a bit,’ I said, 
and remembering what the EIC had said, 
‘It’s a bit heavy.’

There was a pause and then the voice at 
the other end said, ‘A bit heavy?’

‘Yes,’ I said. 

The other end sighed audibly. ‘This is 
Carnival of the Animals and we’ve got to 
the bit about the elephants and they’re 
bloody heavy.’

With that, the phone went dead.

Within minutes the EIC was on the 
blower. ‘What did Exeter say about the 
peaking, did they agree?’

This was it.

‘Yes,’ I said, ‘and they are just checking.’

‘Good man,’ he said. ‘It just goes to show 
that it pays to be vigilant.’

I thought, it also shows that sometimes a 
little diplomacy goes a long way.

Put forward
Sometimes, when on duty, things got 
quite slack. To amuse myself, I drew a 
plan of the station, showing the layout of 
the equipment and another one (a circuit 
diagram) showing the position of the 
mains electrical outlets and the 
equipment they fed.

The EIC came by, saw the drawing and 
asked me what I was up to. With some 
trepidation I showed him and explained 
what they represented.

To my surprise, he showed an interest in 
them and asked if he might borrow them.

A few days later he told me he had sent 
my drawings to engineering recruitment 
in London, suggesting that there might 
be an opportunity for my drawing talents. 
He went on to say they would like to see 
me and would arrange an interview 
through him. I was over the moon.

A week or so later I received a memo  
(my first of many, but probably one of the 
best), requiring me to attend an interview 
at Broadcasting House that very day  
at 17:15 hours. This was difficult… here I 
was 250 miles away, expected to be in 
London that afternoon. I had only 
received the summons at 10:00 hours.  
The EIC explained the situation to them 
and another date was arranged.

I had never been to London before, but I 
do not remember being at all concerned 
about the trip. On the day of the 

interview, the receptionist at BH directed 
me up to room 504. Having never  
used a lift before, I used the stairs…  
The interview lasted all of 15 minutes.  
I began to wonder whether it was all 
worth it.

Three weeks later, when I had almost 
given up hope of hearing, the EIC called 
me into his office.

‘This is for you,’ he said, handing me a 
memo from Engineering Establishment. 
‘Go on,’ he said, ‘read it.’

I did. It read, ‘I have been instructed  
to inform you that you have been 
transferred to Research Department  
to the post of junior draughtsman.  
Please report to the head draughtsman  
at Nightingale Square in Balham,  
London SW12 on such and such a date’, 
which was a fortnight hence.

I thanked the EIC profusely, for it was he 
that had created the opportunity for me.

Later I received confirmation that my 
wage would be increased to two  
guineas per week. To me, that was a 
king’s ransom.

There were mixed feelings at home but 
everyone was pleased for me. 

And so the great day arrived and there I 
was with my case crammed with clothes 
and enough food to last me a week, 
standing on the platform at Torre station.

The train slowly pulled out with waves 
and calls from the platform, my mother 
with tears in her eyes, and then it 
rounded the corner and they were gone 
– I was really on my own now (at the age 
of seventeen).

We hope to include Fred’s 
memories of working at Nightingale 
Square during the war in a later 
issue of Prospero; he ended up 
‘living on the job’ as it were, after a 
doodlebug damaged his digs and 
he moved into the basement.
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BBC MCR21 
RESTORATION 
PROJECT
When I was a teenager back  
in the 1960s, unlike many 
contemporaries, I wasn’t a 
trainspotter. I was a television 
outside broadcast spotter, 
perhaps spurred on by the 
sight of all the OB vans that 
had congregated in London  
to televise the funeral of  
Sir Winston Churchill in 1965.  
A very sad affair for the Nation 
but this great event was also a 
paradise for any television 
outside broadcast spotter.

Nearly all the ITV companies contributed to the 
programme produced by Rediffusion. The BBC 
was fortunate because in 1963/64, a year before 

the funeral, it had taken delivery of ten four-camera units 
from the manufacturer, PyeTVT.

All the units based in London were used plus units from 
the West of England, Wales, the Midlands, the North, 
Scotland and even Northern Ireland. 

Stationed outside St Pauls Cathedral was MCR21, one of 
the then new Pye mobile control rooms. I came across 
MCR21 again at the 1967 Oxford and Cambridge Boat 
Race. By that time I had a camera and I took a photo of 
MCR21, partially hidden under Chiswick Bridge. This was 
also the time when ‘the die had been cast’ and a career in 
broadcast television followed, with many years working 
for the BBC as a cameraman and director. 

More recently I have become involved in documenting the 
history of television production and, in particular, the 
technology that has been developed to produce the 
programmes over the past 80 years, since regular 
television broadcasts started in the UK.

Virtual museum
Four years ago I went to meet Brian Summers. After a 
course at Woodlands, Brian worked at the outside 
broadcast base in Kendal Avenue as a vision control 
engineer on a vast number of programmes, finally retiring 
after a spell working for SIS OBs. Now Brian runs the 
Museum of the Broadcast Television Camera. It is a ‘virtual 
museum’ but I knew Brian had an incredibly large 
collection of broadcast cameras, which he keeps at his 
home near Camberley.

When I arrived at Brian’s home, sitting in the driveway 
was MCR21. I was astounded. I believed all the outside 
broadcast units from the days of ‘black and white’ 
television had vanished without trace. That was the case 
with the two original mobile control rooms, dating back 
to the 1930s, which were equipped with Emitron cameras. 
MCRs, 3 to 12, were built into artic trailers and probably 
became props vans after the equipment was removed. 
Dinky made a very collectable model of the next 
generation of mobile control rooms. Two of these Marconi 
built BBC units were sold on to the Greek Television 
Service in the early 1970s. Another was sold to the 
Ugandan Broadcasting Company. This unit was last seen 
deteriorating in the jungle, having been hidden there 
when the revolution took place against Idi Amin.

Unique
So MCR21 is unique. From the moment I was re-united 
with MCR21 in 2014, I knew that MCR21 should be restored 
to its near original condition and saved for the Nation. 
Fortunately, Brian agreed with me. While the exterior 
needs quite a lot of attention, when you enter the vehicle 
it is like stepping back in time. Much of the original 
equipment and surroundings are just as they were in the 
1960s. Probably the obvious solution would be for the 
Science Museum to take on MCR21 and pay for the 
restoration. While the Science Museum is supporting us  
in what we are trying to achieve, the Museum does not 
have the money or resources to undertake the work. 

Now a small number of us have formed the Broadcast 
Television Technology Trust, a registered charity, to take 
on the restoration project. So far we have received an 
initial grant of £9,600 from the Heritage Lottery Fund  
as well as pledges of support from a number of 
organisations including CTV OBs who supply the 
facilities to the BBC to televise the Boat Race and the 
London Marathon.

Can you help?
What we do need are volunteers to help organise the 
project and carry out some of the many tasks; some 
people who can engage directly with the restoration  
of MCR21; others who are willing to help tell the story  
of MCR21 and the history of BBC television  
outside broadcasts. 

BBC History is supporting the MCR21 Project and we will 
be producing a number of short videos, about the history 
of BBC TV’s coverage of live events, to go with the 
exhibition built around MCR21. 

Whilst it would be an advantage to live near the Project 
which is based in Surrey, there are quite a few tasks  
which could be carried out from anywhere in the UK.

If you cannot get involved directly, please do still get in 
touch. We can send you a newsletter of how the Project  
is progressing.

If you would like to see what the vehicle looks like now, 
you can visit our website: mcr21.org.uk

You can also view the short video we have produced, at  
https://vimeo.com/275057027

Nick Gilbey  
07831 219957 

Rndgilbey@gmail.co.uk…sitting in the driveway was 
MCR21. I was astounded.

This unit was last seen 
deteriorating in the jungle, 
having been hidden there when 
the revolution took place against 
Idi Amin.
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Monday, 24 June 1968 was a very special day, 
when 21 staff and a budgerigar, shortly to be 
called Puck by listeners, began broadcasting  

on 94.6 VHF from a studio under the Merrion Hotel in 
Leeds. This was the seventh of the eight experimental 
stations to be opened in the late sixties. Leicester was 
first and Durham the last.

Seven of the original first-nighters gathered at  
Browns Restaurant in Leeds on 24 June this year for  
a reunion lunch together – they were news producers, 
Derek Woodcock and Ralph Robinson; education 
producer, Michael McGowan; producer, Robin Worman; 
and three station assistants, Gaynor Jones, Liz Oyston 
and Diana Stenson. 

Four people who joined the team soon after the opening 
– Phil Hayton, Janine Hardill, Nigel Fell and Gerald 
Jackson – joined ‘the originals’ and assistant engineer,  
Bill Holt was linked by phone. Engineer, John Orson, was 
working abroad.

It was a moving occasion as friends and colleagues from 
Day One remembered Phil Sidey, the station manager; 
programme organiser, Angus Turner; news editor, Alan 
Shaw; sports editor, Jim Brady; news producer, Ray Beaty; 
Geoff Leonard, who recorded local music on his own 
equipment; Rory O’Dowd, the honey-voiced breakfast 
show presenter; producer, Joan Elliot; and secretary, 
Penny Berryman.

As Dickens might have said, they were hard times to open 
a radio station. To get on air within five months, from a 
small VHF transmitter in Meanwood, was a tall order.  
The range was barely 10 miles and, at best, only 20 % of 

BBC RADIO LEEDS 
50TH REUNION
What do Jake Thackray, Louis Armstrong, Esther 
and Abi O’Farim and Selena Jones have in common 
with John Rafferty, the Lord Mayor of Leeds? They 
all appeared in the opening hours of a new radio 
station in Yorkshire – BBC Radio Leeds. (Jake wrote 
and performed a special song – Val Doonican’s 
version of ‘O’Rafferty’s Motor Car’.)

the potential audience owned VHF receivers. Eight-and-
a-half hours a day of local output, instead of the 
projected four hours, included a link with 2LS Leeds,  
the original relay station opened in 1924. Its manager  
was Philip Fox, interviewed for a special programme.  
In addition to our flagship news on the hour, there were 
programmes to cover every local interest, sport (in the 
heyday of Leeds United!), the countryside, industrial 
relations, education, music and very early phone-ins!

The team taking on that challenge was a mix of 
experienced BBC people, raw recruits from the local area 
and three experienced journalists from the Yorkshire 
Evening Post, causing the then editor to ban any mention 
of the station in his paper. The purchase of a greyhound, 
named ‘BBC Radio Leeds’, soon put paid to that, ensuring 
regular mentions in the racing results! 

A hostile Press didn’t help at the time, but vital support 
was forthcoming from other unlikely directions: The 
Square Tee coffee shop, where programme ideas were 
hatched, and the General Wade pub, otherwise known as 
Studio 3, where failed ideas were quickly forgiven.

As the late Phil Sidey reported in his book, Hello Mrs 
Butterfield, which was a record of the experimental  
first two years of Radio Leeds, when he apologised to a 
waitress for an overrun at the tenth anniversary reunion 
her reply was, ‘I won’t have you apologise at all... 
They were such lovely people.’

And they were... a devoted, hard-working, talented bunch 
of people, remembered with deep affection at this 50th 
reunion gathering.

Robin and Gaynor Worman (née Jones)

English skills
by Martin Everard

For all of us, fortunate to 
reach retirement age and 
beyond, there comes the 
question what to do with 
all the time on one’s hands.

Volunteering obviously 
comes to mind – but where 
to offer my skills, for what 
few they are? 

Being passionate about spoken and written English, 
deplorably murdered by both press and television 
journalists and presenters nowadays, I needed to 
find a way to exert some influence, hopefully to 
make a difference – and it seemed that the best  
way was to start at the beginning or nearly  
the beginning. 

Thus, I answered an advertisement for reader 
helpers to volunteer with national charity Beanstalk 
and, after a couple of training sessions, I found 
myself in a primary school in North Acton with the 
prospect of revealing to three nine-year-olds the 
pleasure and benefit of reading and conversation. 

It was a baptism of fire! I had to learn very quickly 
how to encourage a nine-year-old to see the fun 
and value in reading, whose attitude was to be 
anywhere but in front of a book. 

Not content with climbing up the library windows – 
literally – he would be hiding behind the 
bookshelves and even at one stage under the table 
tying my left shoelaces to my right. Then, the name 
Harry Potter came up and that was the key. 

Another boy – and all my readers have been boys – 
recounted how he was going on holiday to 
Afghanistan where his uncle was with the Taliban! 

Then there was the one, who was kept awake by the 
noise the prisoners in Wormwood Scrubs made at 
night, that his mother couldn’t hear because she 
was deaf. Yes, at the age of nine he was a fluent 
signer! In two languages, I think! 

There have been some remarkable surprises. I shall 
never forget reading Hemingway’s The Old Man and 
the Sea with one, who, without hesitation, read 
‘phosphorescence’ without pausing. 

Reading is only part of our sessions. Encouraging 
discussion, exploring mutual interests – what a time 
I have had with this year’s World Cup! – all 
contribute to expanding their education. 

We have enjoyed word games and puzzles, even 
card games. One year individually I taught all three 
boys how to play Kaluki only to have them banned 
from one class session when they had all played 
together in class.

Beyond the reading sessions, I have also presented 
an account of how my mother and I were evacuated 
from Singapore in 1942, and, this year, I am planning 
an exhibition of her botanical water colour paintings

But whether they have come from Somalia, Nigeria, 
Turkey, Greece, Brazil or West London, the 
improvement seems always to be satisfyingly 
noticeable even if it is only to hear them pronounce 
their t’s and g’s. 

Beanstalk works across England to support 
struggling readers in primary schools and early 
years settings who need extra one-to-one support. 
If this has inspired you to become a reading helper 
with Beanstalk, please visit beanstalkcharity.org.uk 
to find out more or to complete an online 
application form. Alternatively, you can call 
Beanstalk on 0845 450 0307.
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In her spare time she pursued her love of classical music. 
The daughter of a musician, Iris was particularly 
knowledgeable about Handel, Mozart and Puccini and 
tried to see as many productions of her favourite opera 
– Turandot – as she could. 

Annual holidays were spent in California and there she 
never missed an opportunity to visit the wine estate of 
actor Raymond Burr of whom she was a great fan. 

Iris’s friends from California and Germany joined 
neighbours and colleagues at the memorial get-together  
in Fleet Street. It was the type of wake that Iris had 
requested and one she would have enjoyed attending. 

Helga Knoche

John Custance
John was born in 1942. He began 
his working life in 1958 at 16, as a 
chemistry apprentice at BTH, 
Rugby (later to become AEI).  
He soon realised chemistry was 
not for him and switched to 
electrical engineering, working  
in the electrical lab and studying 
for an HNC.

Jacky and John met while doing their chemistry 
apprenticeships and were married in 1964.

In 1966, John saw in The Telegraph that the BBC was 
recruiting electrical engineers to work in Transmitters, 
most of which are in rural locations. After a successful 
interview he got the job. His first posting was Holme Moss 
in 1966, followed by attachments to Peterborough  
(where their first daughter Karen was born) and Derry, 
Northern Ireland. 

They moved to Orkney in January 1969, where  
they lived on the transmitter site, a former radar station. 
There were fabulous views overlooking Scapa Flow.  
Their second daughter Angela was born here.

After six years at Sandale and Caldbeck in Cumbria (where 
their third child Jonathan was born), John moved to 
Wenvoe, where he remained until June 1995. Wenvoe was 
a busy place, with High Power Band 1 & III 405 lines TV, 
UHF TV and eight high-power VHF transmitters covering  
a large area of South Wales and the West Country. 
Eventually there were also over 100 relay stations to 
maintain. John was made redundant with the closure of 
the Wenvoe MIC.

At work, John was an enthusiastic individual, always 
cheerful and dealing with problems in his own inimitable 
way. In the 80s Wenvoe had its own BBC Club, which John 
and his family supported, especially in the Christmas 
children’s parties. John was also a member of the Royal 
Television Society at BBC BH Llandaff.

Outside work John was an enthusiastic hobbyist who 
loved climbing, walking, electronics and vintage cars.  
At the funeral service in Wenvoe Church, the sound of the 
bells was produced by a recording and PA made by John, 
before the bell tower was taken out of action for good.

Jacky Custance & Peter Condron

World Service 
newsreader and 
announcer

For more than 30 years, Keith 
Bosley, who died in June aged 80, 
had a responsible and congenial 
day (and night) job: reading the 
news on the BBC World Service  
at Bush House and making 
announcements at the beginning 
and end of popular programmes 
such as From Our Own 
Correspondent.  

Accomplished engineer, 
Birmingham

John Arnold Cheshire was born 
in Birmingham and after leaving 
school at the age of 15, he started 
work as an apprentice engineer, 
followed by three years’ National 
Service in the RAF, after which he 
worked at various electrical 
engineering firms. One of his jobs 
was removing and renovating 

equipment from the many closing cinemas at that time.

In 1965, John joined the BBC at Carpenter Road in 
Birmingham, and 12 months later moved into 
Maintenance – looking after mainly valve sound 
equipment, especially tape machines and record players.

In 1970-71 the BBC moved from its Carpenter Road, 
Broad Street and Aston Studio in Birmingham into the 
newly built Pebble Mill complex. Now most of the 
equipment was transistorised. John took the changeover 
in his stride. He was an accomplished mechanical, 
electrical and electronic engineer – a unique 
combination – and was capable in repairing, modifying 
and maintaining most of the BBC’s equipment. 

He was also an avid recycler (probably due to shortages 
during and just after the war). Nothing was thrown away 
if it could be re-used or repaired.

John was a member of the Vintage Military Radio Society 
and after retirement in 1990 he enjoyed repairing and 
renovating radios, TVs and other electrical equipment as 
well as looking after his own and family members’ cars.

He was a keen follower of modern technology and kept 
up with its developments. His relaxation was watching 
the films of the old musicals. (In his early years he had 
briefly been a cinema projectionist.)

John passed away in May 2017 and is sadly missed by his 
sisters, brother, nephew and wider family, as well as his 
BBC colleagues.

John Pierce

Middle East specialist, 
World Service 

In late June some 40 people 
gathered at The Old Bank of 
England in Fleet Street to 
celebrate the life of Iris Renner-
Gee who died on 8 April, aged 84. 

Iris was for many years the Middle 
East specialist of the World 
Service newsroom. Her expertise 

and scrupulous regard for getting the facts right, coupled 
with her constant good humour, made her one of the 
most respected and popular members of the team.

Iris joined the BBC as a trainee typist in May 1950 at the 
age of 16. Her salary was two pounds, fifteen shillings and 
sixpence a week. 

A few months later she found herself in the German 
Service – typing and doing some broadcasting as well.  
Iris was half German and always fully bilingual, so in 1953 
she went off to West Germany to work as a translator and 
interpreter. On her return in 1960 she joined the Monitoring 
Service at Caversham and also became a member of a 
German Service quiz team which regularly appeared in a 
BBC-German co-production called Raten Sie Mit. 

Then, finally, in 1967 she arrived in the Bush House 
newsroom where she presided over the Arabic Desk until 
retirement in 1988. 

In one of her broadcasts, Iris told German listeners all 
about her love of cats. She not only looked after her own 
felines; she also ministered to the strays in her 
neighbourhood and collected cat mementoes from 
around the globe. 

He also wrote hundreds of scripts, including several 
series of programmes on poetry and literature, and read 
them himself at the microphone. One wonders how 
many of these have survived on tape. ‘He had the knack 
of telling the news, not reading it’, said one colleague. 

Princess Margaret visited his studio on one occasion and 
he told her that in a few seconds’ time he would have to 
‘speak to the world’. Bosley had a distinctive, resonant 
and musical voice, much admired by his devoted 
followers all over the world, thanks to short wave 
broadcasting. Like other announcers and presenters, he 
had a fan club, although for obvious reasons they have 
always remained unknown celebrities in their homeland. 

He would ride his bicycle to Slough Station before taking 
the train to Waterloo or Paddington for his day or night 
shift at Bush House. In his heyday, he cut an imposing 
figure, with his bow tie and beard and eternal Finnish 
folk-associated medallion on his chest, appearing 
cheerful even when he wasn’t. 

Bosley was for many years the organist at his local 
church, St Laurence’s, Upton-cum-Chalvey, where his 
funeral took place, and also accompanied his harpist wife 
on the piano. Apart from broadcasting, music and family, 
the practice of poetry was at the centre of his life. He was 
the author of many books of poetry and also poetry 
translations, including most notably the Finnish national 
epic The Kalevala, published by Oxford World Classics 
and recorded on CD by him for Naxos. He received 
several awards from the Finnish Government. 

One of the classic Bush House ‘double lifers’ (made 
possible in some cases by the shift system), including 
the boss himself, John Tusa, who admired Keith, he was 
always on the lookout for someone to educate about 
poetry and other concerns.

Anthony Rudolf

OB senior cameraman’s 
self-penned obituary

I joined the BBC at Lime Grove 
Studios on 6 June 1955, having 
only seen television once in my 
life and that was the Coronation 
at a friend’s house; we had no set  
at home. 

I had fully expected to be drafted 
into Sound Radio as I’d dabbled 
with building radio receivers, but 

on my first day at Lime Grove I was told to go to a room 
called Vision Control and report to Mr Len Broadbent. 

Len took one look at me and said, ‘Thank God they have 
sent someone’. It was then I realised in the dark that 
there were four tall towers of racked equipment but  
only three operators. 

It was quickly explained to me that I was to sit at the 
vacant camera control unit, that the Pye cameras were 
high velocity and because of electron redistribution 
produced an unacceptably uneven picture top to 
bottom and side to side and that this altered all the time 
with picture content. It was my job to correct this with 
line and frame tilt and bend knobs. The programme was, 
I think, Café Continental.

The rest of my BBC career followed a similar pattern: 
thrown in at the deep end and learn fast.

I managed to put Crew 8’s senior cameraman, Georgie 
Hewardine, through the backing flat of the set while 
trying to learn to control a motorised vinten on a live 
Kid’s Hour in Studio E, Lime Grove. I also put Studio H 
Women’s Hour off the air by trying to plug a live male 
connector into a blanked off socket; it burnt out  
the Variac. 

A year later I moved to London Tel OBs at Wembley 
where I worked on sound, radio links and cameras.  
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After two-and-a-half years the BBC sent me on an 
induction course to find out about the BBC!

After many other incidents I eventually became the 
Camera Supervisor of Tel OBs LO4, a post which I  
held for 25 years. 

Ken Moir died on 10 July 2018 aged 83. In his later 
years, he lived in Lechlade, Gloucestershire with his  
wife Sue. 

Margaret June Cox
Margaret Cox passed  
away on 11 July 2018  
having had a long career  
at the BBC. 

I first met Margaret in 1977  
as I waited in the Langham to 
be interviewed by her for my 
first ever job. She smiled 
encouragingly at me as  
she walked past, boosting  
my confidence. 

What a relief when I realised minutes later that the 
smiley lady was ‘Miss Cox’ (as we younger ones called 
her) and was to be my boss for the next ten years in the 
Transcript & Tape Unit! 

Her dedication and commitment to her role, along with 
her meticulous index of transcript and tape requests, 
made her a fine role model at the BBC. She nurtured in 
me and many of her charges a love of tennis, ballet, 
opera and the theatre, with Radio 4 and Woman’s Hour 
always playing quietly in the background. 

In her office, she grew an assortment of plants (including 
an avocado ‘tree’) and once, when I was watering the 
plants on the shelf above her desk, several ended up  
on her head which she took with very good grace and 
much laughter! She also led a posse of us to see the 
Pope’s visit to London in 1982 in his ‘Popemobile’ –  
quite exciting for us youngsters at the time. 

She used to bring in fresh strawberries and cream every 
6 June for her birthday treat and we always had morning 
coffee at around 10.30 and tea and biscuits at 3 o’clock. 
Letters and birthday cards continued to be exchanged 
for over 30 years. Shortly before Margaret passed away  
I was able, along with TATU colleague David Leck, to 
make contact with her sister Angela, who updated us as 
to her failing health. David remembers a wonderful first 
boss whose high standards taught all of us at TATU so 
much. Her kind, supportive and nurturing ways are 
something to cherish and remember always with 
genuine fondness. As former friends and colleagues, we 
will never forget her. We send our heartfelt condolences 
to her family.

Kim Blythe & David Leck 

More than a colleague…
Like so many other unsung 
‘support BBC staff’, Susan 
McGrath (known as Daw Khin 
Nu) gave her best to serve the 
numerous avid listeners who 
bravely addressed letters to  
the Burmese Section of the  
BBC World Service via 
Audience Research.

Born on 24 April 1924 and educated in a Christian school 
in Moulmein, Susan was a woman ahead of her time 
who, even as a mother of three children in Burma, chose 
to work as a civil servant.

She also stood by her husband, Maxwell McGrath,  
when he was deported in January 1961 for reporting for 
Reuters. A few months later, Susan and two daughters 
left Rangoon by boat to arrive in Tilbury in September 

1961 – only to have Trudy, aged one at that time, 
quarantined on arrival for measles. 

Reunited in London, the whole McGrath family adapted 
well to their new life. In 1964, still wearing her colourful 
longuy, Susan started to work for Audience Research 
when the successful programme, The Paddy Birds Club 
was broadcast to all parts of Burma, and indeed she  
was proud when she took care of the ‘club’ during the 
absence of the programme’s main presenter.

Susan’s family remember with affection how their 
mother religiously cooked every evening a fresh meal  
for five and that her kindness gained her the respect  
of all her colleagues. No wonder that when she had  
to go into a residential home, the only object she  
chose to take with her was the autograph book  
given to her on retirement. It is a red leather-bound 
book with her name on the cover: DAW KHIN NU 
DECEMBER 1964 – APRIL 1984. Each page bears the 
thoughts, usually written in longhand, of those who 
knew her; and, what a priceless gift of appreciation was 
one entry, signed by Ofelia, who at that time simply 
wrote: ‘Dear Daw Khin Nu, you have been more than  
a colleague, a friend for me, at Queens...’ and how 
sincere that thought proved to be because they  
kept in touch ever since, till the end. 

Rodica Mager 

PA in Music & Arts
Helen Morton, a popular and well-regarded member of 
BBC TV staff died earlier this year.

She had earlier worked for Frank Muir in Light 
Entertainment, before joining Music and Arts in the  
late 1960s, working first as a production assistant, 
involved in studios, film location, research and 
production management. 

She contributed significantly and successfully to the 
running of two important and popular series that 
originated from Walter Todds’ office: Face the Music, 
with Joseph Cooper, and among others, Joyce Grenfell, 
and the perennial Young Musician of the Year. 

Helen, despite a natural diffidence, was a striking 
presence in the corridors of Kensington House, tall, 
statuesque, a winning smile and infectious laugh, and 
immaculately turned out; she was warm, generous, 
friendly, good natured and good humoured, loyal and 
reliable in all she did. 

Colleagues encouraged her to gallery direction, but this 
was not her metier; rather she was the soul at the core 
of a production team, supportive, coordinating, at ease 
with a wide range of people and performers. Emma 
Johnson, Young Musician 1984 told Humphrey Burton 
how, when she was a nervous young seventeen in both 
the BBC and Eurovision competitions of that year,  
Helen had been a most helpful friend and counsellor. 
They stayed in touch. 

Her love of music stemmed from early days in Sheffield, 
singing in the choral repertoire of the fabled choirs of 
the north. In London she sang with the legendary 
Philharmonia Chorus in their prime, in concerts with 
Klemperer, Karajan, Walton and Britten. She was  
among those adoring ranks of women who would  
sing their hearts out for Carlo Maria Guilini in his 
celebrated performance and famous recording of  
the Verdi Requiem. 

Helen was an inconspicuous but devout Christian, who 
left the BBC early to find further fulfilment with the Arts 
Centre Group that encouraged religious values in the 
Arts, and she eventually returned to her native Sheffield 
and the family she loved. 

She will be remembered with much affection by all those 
with whom she worked. 

Denis Moriarty

BBC Club Broadcast Centre, BC2 B3, 
201 Wood Lane, London W12 7TP

020 8752 6666

BBC.CLUB@BBC.CO.UK

Film news!
Great news for all those who enjoy everything about films 
– the BBC Film Club has now become two separate clubs, 
one for each side of the camera!

The Film Production Club aims to provide a fabulous range 
of workshops for all aspects of film making. Lighting, 
directing, sound recording, and an introduction to the 
DSLR camera are all covered, and there is also  
an Introduction to Film Making Course. This one-day 
workshop provides the opportunity to try out the main 
roles on a typical drama film shoot. 

Go to bbcclub.com/connect/film-production or contact 
ade.braithwaite@bbc.co.uk. Annual cost to join: £25.

The Film Screenings Club screens recent and up-and-
coming cinema releases once a month at a luxury preview 
theatre in Soho, London. The screening time is now 7pm on 
a Friday evening, typically at the end of the month. 

Screenings are FREE to Film Screenings members, and you 
can bring guests for just £4.

Go to bbcclub.com/connect/film-screenings or contact 
pascale.harris@redbeemedia.com. Annual cost to join: £25.

Prospero Society news
The Prospero Society continues to offer a wide range of 
events for our members. Recent events included a trip to 
the Postal Railway Museum, including a ride on the post 
train that proved so popular it was put on again! 

Future events planned include a trip to Two Temple Place, 
the Fan Museum, a gin tasting event and of course the 
Prospero Christmas lunch! 

BBC Club members with an email address can get a copy  
of the Prospero newsletter via email. For a postal copy you 
must be a member of the Prospero Society.

Our events are open to all BBC Club retired members  
but Prospero Society members get a subsidised rate and 
early booking. 

Availability for the trips is updated on the Prospero page of 
the BBC Club website regularly. To join only costs £15 per 
year for BBC Club members and the Society is a great way 
to meet up with friends old and new! For details or to join, 
contact the club.

Radio Theatre Club
If you prefer your drama without the pictures why not 
consider the Radio Theatre Club? Whether it’s acting, 
writing scripts, or the more technical side – mixing, editing 
or using sound effects – the Radio Theatre Club covers all 
aspects of Radio drama. Annual cost to join: £10.

Go to bbcclub.com/connect/radio-theatre or contact 
charlotte.simon@bbc.co.uk

Lottery members - important 
Since the new GDPR regulations came into force, 
we’ve had some difficulty contacting members to 
advise them of lottery wins. We got there in the 
end, and no one has missed out, but please could 
Lottery members contact the Club to confirm their 
contact details?
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Visiting Scheme 
Available to BBC pensioners over 70, 
those recently bereaved, and anyone  
in poor health, the scheme is a method 
of keeping in touch and operates 
throughout the UK. Visitors are BBC 
pensioners themselves. If you want to 
be visited, receive a phone call or meet 
up somewhere mutually convenient,  
call 029 2032 2811. The contact is the 
same if you would like to become  
a visitor.

Queries 
For benefit and pension payroll queries,  
call the Service Line on 029 2032 2811  
or email mypension@bbc.co.uk.

Prospero 
To delete a name from the distribution 
list, ring the Service Line on  
029 2032 2811. Prospero is provided  
free of charge to retired BBC Scheme 
members only. Prospero is also available 
on audio disc for those with sight 
impairment. To register, please ring the 
Service Line. Alternatively, it is also 
available online at bbc.co.uk/mypension,  
under ‘Documents’.

BBC Club 
The BBC Club in London has a retired 
membership costing £3 per month or 
£36 per year. Members can also add 
friends and family to their membership 
for a small additional cost. Regional  
clubs may have different arrangements.  
Please call the BBC Club London  
office on 020 8752 6666 or email  
bbc.club@bbc.co.uk for details, or to join.

Benevolent Fund 
This is funded by voluntary 
contributions from the BBC and its 
purpose is to protect the welfare of 
staff, pensioners and their families. 
Grants are made at the discretion of the 
Trustees. They may provide assistance 
in cases of unforeseen financial 
hardship, for which help from other 
sources is not available.  
Tel: 029 2032 2811.

Prospero Society 
Prospero Society is the only section  
of the BBC Club run by and for retired 
BBC staff and their spouses. Its aim  
is to enable BBC pensioners to meet  
on a social basis for theatre visits, 
luncheons, coach outings, etc.

Prospero Society is supported by  
BBC Club funds so as to make events 
affordable. If you would like an 
application form, please contact:

Gayner Leach, BBC Club, BC2 B3 
Broadcast Centre, 201 Wood Lane, 
London W12 7TP 
Tel: 020 8752 6666 
Email: bbc.club@bbc.co.uk

BBCPA 
The BBCPA was founded in 1988 to 
promote and safeguard the interests  
of BBC pensioners. It is independent  
of the BBC. For details of how to  
join, see the panel on page 5  
or download a membership form  
at bbcpa.org.uk.

CONTACTS

| ODDS & ENDS

Menorca.
Stunning detached villa in Es Castell 
with private pool. Close amenities. 
Sleeps 2-7. Brochure: 01621 741810.  
Website: menorcaholidayvilla.co.uk

CLASSIFIEDS

Prospero Classifieds, BBC Pension and Benefits Centre, Broadcasting House, 
Cardiff CF5 2YQ.
Please enclose a cheque made payable to: BBC Central Directorate. 
Rate: £6 for 20 words. In a covering letter, please include your pension number.

Caption 
competition
The winner of a £10 shopping voucher is 
Terry Anderson, with ‘We found this 
shree-quarters empty gottle of whisky, 
Shatin Mannering. S’where do you want 
me to put it?’

Vicar of Dibley Post your entry to 
Prospero by Monday  
5 November. Or, you  
can email your entry to 
prospero@bbc.co.uk, 

with ‘caption competition 5’ in the 
subject line. Please include your BBC 
pension number. Good luck!

WIN
£10

The bees at the Beeb
A beehive with more than 20,000 bees 
is now in place on the roof of Quay 
House in Salford – home to BBC Sport, 
Radio 5 Live and BBC Breakfast.

The hive is expected to grow to more than 50,000 bees and hopes are high for 
honey production to start next spring. Presiding over them all is Queen Bee 
Beeyoncé who has North staff to thank for her glamorous name, and even has 

her own BBC pass! Debbie McBee came a close second in a staff poll…

The bees are looked after by a team of six BBC volunteers who, once a week, spend 
their lunch break up on the roof in all weathers making sure the bees are safe and well.

One of the volunteers, BBC archivist Helen Randle says: ‘Before I became a BBC 
beekeeper, I didn’t know that much about bees, apart from them being crucial to  
our plants and food. I’ve learnt so much since we began our training and we’re still 
learning how to best care for our bees. It’s fascinating. But it’s also a bit daunting to 
know that we’re responsible for all these thousands of living things.’

Senior software engineer Sean Holden adds: ‘I have learned way more about bees  
than I ever imagined and still learning more about them every time we visit the hive. 
It’s always really exciting seeing our colony grow week by week.’

The bee project came from a staff Sustainability Season earlier this year when  
Salford became the first BBC staff restaurant to ban single use plastics. 

Out went plastic covered chocolate bars and in came glass milk bottles and 
compostable packaging.

A session on beekeeping was packed and when the call went out for six volunteer 
beekeepers more than 80 people replied.

‘We had to choose the names out of a hat in the end,’ says Michala Marfleet, the 
Campus Operations Manager for BBC North who has managed the bee project.

‘From the start our bees have proved really popular and I keep getting stopped and 
asked how they are doing when I walk around North.’

Once the volunteers were trained at the Manchester and District Beekeepers 
Association in Heaton Park, and the hive was constructed, Michala delivered queen 
bee Beeyoncé to the hive at the start of the summer, and she started laying eggs 
straight away.

Says Michala: ‘I’ve learned so much about bees and how they organise themselves.  
It’s very impressive.

‘A few weeks ago they were covered in all colours of pollen from many different plants 
so we know the bees are thriving in their new Salford home.’

Alice Webb, Director of BBC North and BBC Children’s, has been delighted with the 
response from staff.

She said: ‘Our Sustainability Season inspired us to go one step further and make a 
difference and it’s been a real joy to see how everyone has responded to our bees.  
We need to protect them and when they are busy working away on the roof, while  
we are working away on the floors beneath, it’s a lovely thought.’

Venice, Giudecca. 
Beautiful apartment in private, quiet 
courtyard, sleeps 5, fully equipped. 
Experience the real Venice.  
Tel: 07513 455655.  
Email: maggieharwood1@btinternet.com


