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02 BACK AT THE BBC

Attenborough at 90 Bringing back
Teamwork, collaboration
some sunshine
and the Natural History Unit
To mark his 90th birthday, Ariel spoke
to the legendary broadcaster.

S

ir David Attenborough’s back
catalogue looks like a greatest
hits of documentary film-making.
Life on Earth (1979), The Living Planet
(1984), The Trials of Life (1990), The Private Life
of Plants (1995), The Blue Planet (2001), right
up to his most recent work, constitute some
of the finest natural history programmes
ever broadcast.
The Attenborough ‘brand’ – and he would
doubtless baulk at the term – is all over these
programmes. He is inextricably linked with
them. They are seen as his. Yet he is quick to
stress the importance of teamwork and
especially the role of the Bristol-based
Natural History Unit.
‘All of these were huge projects which
each involved tremendous amounts of
collaboration and camaraderie,’ he says. ‘If
you are engaged in a project of those
dimensions, you are working closely with a
team for a period of up to three years and
you certainly get to know one another.’

It is this teamwork which has been a vital
ingredient in producing the consistently
world class content with which Attenborough
is associated. Yet, modestly, he prefers to
attach the world class label to the Natural
History Unit.
‘The Natural History Unit is a world class
unit, no doubt,’ he says. ‘It was making
wildlife and natural history programmes at a
time when no one else was and it has
remained a world leader in that. It represents
a very important part of my professional life.
‘Teamwork is vital and the fact you have a
centre where expertise is shared, such as the
Natural History Unit, produces a group of
knowledge and a set of standards which is
very important.
‘The BBC always took natural history very
seriously, including a time when very few
other broadcasters did. It took it into areas
which other people thought might not be
very popular but they persevered and made
them popular. I think the Natural History
Unit is one of the feathers in the cap of
the BBC.’

Prospero is provided free of charge to retired scheme
members, or to their spouses and dependants.
Prospero provides a source of news on former colleagues,
developments at the BBC and pension issues, plus classified
adverts. It is available online at www.bbc.co.uk/mypension
To advertise in Prospero, please see page 12.
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Victoria Cowan,
Senior Media
Manager, Archives,
talks to Ariel about
two precious comic
discoveries.

Previously missing recordings of
The Morecambe and Wise Show and
The Frankie Howerd Show – both broadcast
50 years ago on the Light Programme –
have recently been recovered.
The items were on reel-to-reel tapes
owned by listener Ken Newberry who
offered a whole list of items that he had
recorded in the 1960s and 70s.
Victoria said: ‘Mr Newberry contacted us
through audience services and we asked
him to send his material through. Ninetynine per cent of what he offered us we
either already had or the information about it
was so vague we could not tell what it was.
We can only take in material we know for
sure we definitely broadcast.
‘Even if we don’t have something in
our archive we have to decide whether to
commit the time and resource to bringing
it in. We have to decide whether it is good
enough quality to be requested or reused in
the future.
‘But these tapes of Morecambe and
Wise and Frankie Howerd jumped out,
especially as I knew that Morecambe and
Wise had not done very much radio.
‘Usually we only look to recover complete
programmes but the iconic status of the
comedians involved prompted a bit more
investigation. The metadata was a bit vague
but it was just enough to do a bit of digging.
‘We found an almost complete recording
of the first in the series of the Morecambe
and Wise radio show, and a number of
complete or partial sketches from several
episodes of the Frankie Howerd radio show.
None of these were in our archive.’
Mr Newberry had not listened to any of
the recordings in more than 30 years. The
Morecambe and Wise show in question
aired on the Light Programme at 13.30 on

Sunday 24 July 1966, one week before
The World Cup Final.
Victoria explained that archiving policy
was very different in the 1960s: ‘Back then,
it was very, very selective, especially for
things like comedy. It wasn’t perceived as
important and was also quite expensive and
difficult to capture. The thinking then was
that it would not hold much future interest.’
Victoria said she found listening to
the tapes ‘intriguing’ although confessed
that some of the Frankie Howerd material
had dated and may be considered
offensive today.
‘It was good to listen to the tapes and I
was pleased to find that a lot of it was still
very funny. For us, it’s about capturing some
more of our cultural heritage. Whether this
will get broadcast more widely again I don’t
know but we have it now, so it’s there for
people to listen to.
‘The completeness of the recordings,
their rarity and the significance of the artists
have made these a valuable find and they
have been added to our archive.’

Ordering TV and
Radio material
For specific orders of TV and Radio
content please email
ArchivesOrders@bbc.co.uk
Open: 08:00- 19:00, Monday to Friday
excluding Bank Holidays.

Please send your editorial contributions, or comments/
feedback, to: Prospero, BBC Pension and Benefits Centre,
Broadcasting House, Cardiff CF5 2YQ
Email: prospero@bbc.co.uk
Please make sure that any digital pictures you send are
scanned at 300 dpi.
The next issue of Prospero will appear in August 2016.
The copy deadline is Monday, 4 July 2016.
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Why impartiality stems from good
editorial judgement
Recent years have seen fundamental changes on the UK’s political landscape. Devolution and
the emergence of new parties have seen the traditional three party map effectively redrawn.

W

ith devolved and local
elections in May and the
EU referendum in June,
this is a particularly testing
and complicated few months for the BBC,
representing a crucially important reporting
challenge.
For the past ten years, it has fallen to Ric
Bailey, Chief Political Adviser in Editorial
Standards and Policy to draft the reporting
guidelines specific to each election and
referendum. These are published by the BBC
Trust and supplement our normal editorial
guidelines: this year is especially complex.
Due impartiality

The BBC, of course, must display ‘due
impartiality’ at all times. As Ric explains, this
terminology is critical:
‘People concentrate on the word
‘impartiality’ and forget the word ‘due’,’
he says. ‘But ‘due’ is the key word here
because it refers to the context in which we
are operating.
‘Elections and referendums provide very
specific contexts for our general editorial
guidelines because we are broadcasting to
people who are about to vote.’
This means scrupulous fairness and
impartiality over a confined period to make
sure different parties and individual candidates
are treated in an even-handed way:
‘Most of this is contained in our general
obligation to impartiality from the charter,’
explains Ric, ‘but there is one specific
element in elections which is legally binding
and that is we must have a code of practice to
ensure we are fair to individual candidates.
‘What’s really challenging this year is that
we have what, in effect, are different micro-

political climates,’ says Ric. ‘So, we have the
Scottish Parliament, the Welsh Assembly, the
Northern Ireland Assembly, local government
in England, the London Mayor, as well as the
Police and Crime Commissioners in England
and Wales.
‘Look at politics in Scotland at the
moment and it looks completely different
to politics in England, while Wales and
Northern Ireland are different again. In some
parts of the UK, UKIP is strong, in others it
is not. London is quite polarised between
Labour and Conservative.
‘So our real challenge is looking at
all these different elections and situations
and considering how it affects our
UK-wide output.
‘Broadcasting to the whole of the UK
simultaneously, we have to consider how to
be fair to all the parties standing in different
parts of the UK given that some parties
are standing in the whole of Britain, while
others may only be standing in one part.
‘So there is a really complicated picture
and many different factors come into play.
The truth is there is no mathematical answer
to them.’
With no magic formula to apply to fairness,
Ric says the onus is on broadcasters and editors:
‘I always stress that at the heart of the
guidelines is good editorial judgement.
Political parties’ main concern is not
impartiality, they care about winning and will
always strive for the best advantage. So what
we judge to be fair, will always be disputed.’
This is the tenth year that Ric has
produced these guidelines and he has seen
much change during that period:
‘There are two key things,’ he says. ‘Firstly,
the growing impact of devolution means that
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devised and compiled by Jim Palm
Complete the square by using the clues; these apply only to words
running across. Then take these words in numerical order and extract
the letters indicated by a dot. If your answers are correct, these letters
will spell out the names of two vintage BBC programmes.
Please send your answers in an envelope marked Crospero to The Editor,
Prospero, BBC Pension and Benefits Centre, Broadcasting House, Cardiff
CF5 2YQ by 8 July. The winner gets a £10 voucher.
1. Just open (4); 2. Welcome spots (5); 3. Goes with ‘neither’ (3); 4. Mite (3);
5. Zero (3); 6. Horse (3); 7. Exclamation (3); 8. Crafty (3); 9. Valve part (5);
10. Council levy (4); 11. Grasps (4); 12. e.g. Leech (11); 13. Own of old (4);
14. Decorative border (4); 15. Affirms (5); 16. Beverage (3); 17. Metal (3); 18.
Fifties dance (3); 19. By all means (3); 20. Devoured (3); 21. Mineral (3); 22.
Makes crooked (5); 23. Repair (4)
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The EU referendum presents a new set of
challenges for us. There is evidence that many
people are uncertain which way to vote and
are looking to the media for guidance:
‘In this instance there is a very binary
divide between remain and leave which, in
some cases, cuts across party lines,’ says Ric.
Something evident from Scotland’s 2014
referendum, and which is also emerging
here is that, when voters are presented with
a barrage of statistics and arguments and
counter-arguments, some of which seem
completely contradictory, they turn to the
BBC for guidance and help:
‘It raises the question of what is our role,’
says Ric, ‘because people will come to us to
make sense of everything and that is why we
will come under such pressure from the two
campaigns to report the story in a way that
suits them.
‘We must make sure we are being
scrupulously fair and also very robust
because both campaigns will think they have
the right to dictate to us how we cover it.
‘Both sides will be selecting truths that
suit them and overlooking other facts. Our
job is to fill in those gaps and fill in the
context. For instance, when one side says
‘x’ and the other says ‘y’ it is not that one is
lying and the other telling the truth, it is that
you need to know where ‘x’ and ‘y’ starts.
‘Our priority is to make sense of what the

Clues:
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The EU referendum
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politics looks very different today than it did,
say, ten years ago. Secondly, the old threeparty system is changing with the emergence
of parties like UKIP. We have to be quick to
recognise changes in electoral support because
that reflects what the audience is thinking.’

23

Solution to Crospero 190: Trees; Area; Lima; Denis; Hates; Death;
Omens; Act; Craft; Stook; Top; Store; Utter; Hewer; Route; Eyed;
Once; Sigil
The children’s serial was Said the cat to the dog, and the winner of the
£10 voucher was John Dean of London.

two sides are saying so people have a better
understanding of what’s happening and can
make up their mind, but it is not our job to
tick their homework and say what is true and
what isn’t.’

Children in Need
chief to
leave BBC
After 10 years as Chief Executive of
BBC Children in Need, during which
time the Charity has raised over
£400million and helped hundreds of
thousands of disadvantaged children
and young people, David Ramsden
has announced he will be leaving
the organisation.
David has been pivotal in growing BBC
Children in Need into not only one of the
UK’s best loved and most trusted charities,
but also one of the most respected grant
makers. It is currently supporting 2,400
projects in communities throughout the
UK working towards the vision that every
child should have a safe, happy and secure
childhood and the chance to reach
their potential.
Commenting on his departure, David
said: ‘This has been a really tough decision
but it is the right time for me to move on.
BBC Children in Need is in a really strong
position and I know it will go on to even
greater success and deliver more urgently
needed help for children living tough lives
across the UK.’
Bob Shennan, Controller of Radio 2,
Asian Network and 6 Music and BBC
Children in Need Trustee, said: ‘During his
time at BBC Children in Need, David has
led the charity through a remarkable
growth and transformation and he leaves
the organisation in its strongest position
yet. Having personally worked with him for
some years now, I know that his presence
will be greatly missed, but
I would like to take the
opportunity to thank him
for everything he
has done.
His leadership has
benefited millions of
young lives across the
UK and the charity he
has helped shape will
continue to do so for so
many millions more.’
The last appeal under
David’s leadership saw a
record breaking
£37.1million raised on
the night. This success
was the result of the
incredible generosity of
the public who were
galvanised by innovative
programming, growing
partnerships and
compelling stories.
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Bob Mears – passing of an era

Tell your stories – they are a precious gift

Bob Mears’ death aged 99 (Prospero, February)
marked the end of one of the last direct BBC
links with Neville Chamberlain’s return from
his 1938 Munich talks with Hitler. Bob was a
key member of the BBC outside broadcast
team rushed to Heston Airport (now
Heathrow) to film Chamberlain holding a
piece of paper declaring ‘Peace in our time’,
an iconic picture flashed around the world.
Mears was the BBC vision mixer.

I read with pleasure the feature about
Roger Mosey, plugging his book. I
worked with Roger over the years and he
was always wise and helpful.
In the feature you ask him what advice
he would give to a Prospero reader wanting
to publish their memoirs and he replied
‘do it.’
I passionately believe that everyone has
a life story that should be shared with
their family – if not the rest of the world.
To my great sadness I meet so many
people who wish they had asked more

A year later Chamberlain took to the BBC
airwaves with a starker message: ‘We are at
war with Germany.’
For Bob Mears this was a call to arms. As a
junior engineer his was not a reserved
occupation as it was for senior engineers
vital to the BBC’s wartime role.
He joined the army as a private, spent six
months at the Military College of Science and
carried out secret radar work. Within a year
he was a staff captain in the War Office
Ordnance Directorate responsible for vital
wireless, radar and line equipment. By war’s
end, still in his twenties, he was a lieutenantcolonel in charge of hundreds of engineers,
Assistant Director responsible for all British
Army radio and radar equipment.

Much of the army’s electrical and mechanical
equipment was deficient and inferior to
Germany’s and abandoned in the retreat to
Dunkirk. More shortcomings were exposed
in the Western desert campaign where Eighth
Army tank radios malfunctioned in the heat.
General Montgomery’s request for action,
given priority by Churchill, was met by
Mears and other officers in the War Office
with major re-organisation and
amalgamation to create an entirely new
Corps, REME (Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers).
This enabled the Army to match the
German Army’s efficiency and rapid repair
of war-damaged equipment.
The war took its toll on family members
killed in the blitz, and Bob’s RAF brother
was shot down and killed over Germany.
He joined BBC Television in 1938 only
fifteen months after the first high definition
service was launched from Alexandra Palace
on 2 November 1936. The Engineer in Chief,
Douglas Birkingshaw, told him the future of
television was ‘uncertain’.
Bob wrote a fascinating account of early
television, then poorly financed and poorly
equipped, with only two transmitters and two
studios, one of which had no cameras or
control room. So an interval board was
transmitted while cameras from the other
studio were trundled along the corridor.
Studios were so hot in summer with so much
lighting, bulbs frequently exploded and
viewers would ring in to enquire whether
someone had been shot. Scenery and lighting
had to be repeatedly assembled and
dismantled. No recording facilities existed.
By the time he retired in 1976, BBC
television was a worldwide success, winning
several Queen’s Awards for achievement.
His widow, Mary, also worked for the BBC
and served as a wartime WREN in the Fleet
Air Arm
Harold Briley, OBE

New Horizons cameraman identity
I noticed the article in the April edition
of Prospero, concerning the identity of the
cameraman in the photograph on page two.
I believe his name to be Mike Shepherd.
On the law of probabilities, he may no
longer be with us, and I am afraid I have
no other information about him. However,
you may receive responses from colleagues
who knew him more personally than I
did and at least they will confirm, or not,
whether my judgment is correct and they
may have knowledge of family contacts.
Roger Waugh

THE CAMERAMAN IN the pic is, I believe, Phil Law. He was a film cameraman in the
BBC’s Film Department. The Film Department was based in Ealing Film Studios, which
the BBC used to own. For some time the Film Unit was the largest in the world and
made programmes covering every genre except hard news. Eventually run down from
around 1991 the Department now no longer exists (like many others!)
Gordon Croton was a Schools Television producer and Phil worked on a number of
his programmes (as did I). I do not know anything further about Phil these days.
Bill Chesneau
Chris Rogers, who requested information on the photo in April’s issue of Prospero,
says he had a great response from readers. ‘All is revealed’, as it were, on
page 7 of this issue.
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DAB in the car
Referring to the letter from Mr Phillips in
April’s Prospero, I agree – I listen both in
the car and at home on DAB and it claims
to be FM. If anyone knows why it should
be interesting.
Ginny Bowden

Operation Snowdrop
I was grateful for David Stone’s letter in the
recent edition of Prospero, in which he
identified from one of the photographs
illustrating my article in the February edition
that the helicopter from which supplies were
being unloaded at Spittal during Operation
Snowdrop was in fact a Dragonfly.
The Whirlwind helicopters to which I
referred in my article were only temporarily
based in HMS Glory as she was by then
preparing to go into reserve and had no
complement of aircraft.
A colleague, a shipmate of mine from
those days 61 years ago, reminded me just
recently that the Scottish Daily Express, when
reporting on the adverse weather at the time
and the humanitarian programme of relief
by the services, headed their article ‘Navy
sends the Glory’.
Brian Hawkins

about their parents and grandparents
when they were alive.
So to echo Roger’s words – please just
do it! It is the most precious gift you can
give to your family. Give your past a future.
During my 25 years at the BBC, I
worked on Breakfast Time, was the
editor of That’s Life! and Editor-in-Chief of
BBC Online.
Bryher Scudamore

If you don’t want it,
don’t ask for it
Responding to Gillian Ford’s letter in April’s
Prospero, I wonder why she felt she had to
contact the TV Licensing Authority. I
understand that a free licence is only
available if applied for. I reached the age of
75 in December, did not want to receive a
free licence and so didn’t apply for one. I’m
continuing to retain my monthly Direct
Debit payments for the best value ever!
Heather Kayes - Gillingham

Yacht Club

Leave Caversham
alone
The excellent letter in your last issue from
Alan Sanders about the future of Monitoring
Service deserves support. Whatever the
theoretical saving to be made by selling
Caversham Park, it would surely be matched
by the cost of replacement – nor can I
imagine our American colleagues thanking
us for the disturbance. Leave Caversham
alone – it works.
Patrick Ramsay

TO Course No 15
As a member of TO Course No 15 I was
delighted to see the photo reproduced on
page 6 of April’s issue.
Course photos like this used to hang in the
panelled corridor of Wood Norton, where
I last saw it some time in – possibly –
the 1980s.
I would very much like to have a higher
resolution electronic copy, and I wonder if
you might be able to to help with this.
Allen Harris
Allen, you could try writing to BBC Written Archives
Centre, Peppard Road, Caversham Park, Reading
RG4 8TZ or phone them on 0118 948 6281.

It was good to read Colin Prior’s enthusiastic
piece about the BBC Yacht Club. I have been a
member of the club for many years and it
has given lots of adventures, as far afield as
West France, Ireland and Scotland, as well as
lots of fun racing with the club in the Solent.
The picture on the cover was of Prospero
during a race, but unfortunately, the picture
within the article was of another unknown
yacht. Here is a picture of the real Prospero.
Allan Fraser

Tom Peckham letter
My apologies to Tom Peckham for
misquoting his name in my letter published
in February’s Prospero and thanks to Tom for
pointing this out.
I know from experience how annoying it
is when people get your name wrong, it’s
even more annoying to find that you’ve
inadvertently done it to someone else. So
with that in mind just in case there actually
is a ‘Tony Peckham’ reading this, my
apologies to them as well.
Keith Bennett

05

Has anyone seen my
old friend John?

CONTACTS

...as the Marvin Gaye song goes.
I am trying to locate the journalist John
Pitman who I met in 1978 when we both
worked on Esther Rantzen’s The Big Time and
That’s Life in Kensington House, Shepherd’s
Bush. If anyone knows of his whereabouts
and can pass on my details to him, I would
greatly appreciate it.
Yasmine Giles (nee Pervaiz)
Email: yasmine.giles@gmail.com

Visiting Scheme
Available to BBC pensioners over 70,
those recently bereaved, and anyone
in poor health, the scheme is a method
of keeping in touch and operates
throughout the UK. Visitors are BBC
pensioners themselves. If you want to be
visited, receive a phone call or meet up
somewhere mutually convenient, call
029 2032 2811. The contact is the same
if you would like to become a visitor.

The secret diary of
a BBC secretary
In the April 2015
edition of Prospero
you were kind
enough to include
an interview with
me about my diary
for 1971 which I
had just selfpublished, and
included a lot of information about my early
working life at the BBC.
I am delighted to say that the book,
Portland Place: the secret diary of a BBC secretary, by
Sarah Shaw, was subsequently accepted for
commercial publication by Little, Brown.
It will be coming out on 2 June. The new
edition has a rewritten introduction and
afterword, and the diary section has been
revised to include additional material.
There will be accompanying publicity,
including an article in the Daily Telegraph and
an interview on BBC Radio London.
I am sure that the interview in Prospero
helped the original version to reach a wider
audience and thus to attract the attention
of a major publisher. I wonder whether
retired staff might like to know about this
development, and maybe inspire others to
tell their stories too?
Sarah Stamford (writes as Sarah Shaw)

Queries
For benefit and pension payroll queries,
call the Service Line on 029 2032 2811
or email mypension@bbc.co.uk

Prospero
To add or delete a name from the
distribution list, ring the Service Line on
029 2032 2811. Prospero is provided
free of charge to retired BBC
employees. On request, we will also
send it to spouses or dependants who
want to keep in touch with the BBC.
Prospero is also available on audio
disc for those with sight impairment.
To register, please ring the Service Line.
Alternatively, it is also available online at
www.bbc.co.uk/mypension, under
‘Documents’.

Innes Lloyd
Sue Lloyd, whose husband Innes was a prolific producer, director and writer, sent
in this request to Prospero – along with a selection of Innes’s doodles, often scribbled
on the back of film scripts.
Would anyone know of anyone who could give me some help finding a researcher/
writer, who could help me create a memoir of some sort of Innes’ work at the BBC?
It is 25 years since he died and although I have already given a great many of
his papers to the BBC history archive, I still have many of his personal letters and
photographs, which I collected from his office on 5th floor of TV Centre. Many of
his films were nominated for or received Bafta awards.
Sue Lloyd

On Saturday 20 February, Alan Richardson
received the Légion d’honneur from the
honorary French Consul for the part he
played during D-Day.
Alan joined the BBC on 21 November
1949 as assistant film librarian at Ally Pally,
earning £6.5s a week. Most of his early
work life was on the TV newsreel – a new
avant garde way of presenting the news.
He spent his entire career in the Film
Department. He eventually became
the Film Operations Manager for Light
Entertainment, looking after the filming
of all those classic comedies which are
still being shown. He retired on
30 September 1976.
His daughters, Sara Richardson
(now Hubbard), and Louise McLean also
worked for the BBC.

The BBC Club in London has a retired
membership costing £3 per month or
£36 per year. Members can also add
friends and family to their membership for
a small additional cost. Regional clubs
may have different arrangements.
Please call the BBC Club London
office on 020 8752 6666 or email
bbc.club@bbc.co.uk for details or to join.

Benevolent Fund
This is funded by voluntary
contributions from the BBC and its
purpose is to protect the welfare of
staff, pensioners and their families.
Grants are made at the discretion of
the Trustees. They may provide
assistance in cases of unforeseen
financial hardship, for which help
from other sources is not available.
Tel: 029 2032 2811

Congratulations Sarah, we love to hear about our
readers’ publishing successes. If you have written a
book, whether self published or not, please do let
us know so we can publicise it in our regular
Last Word column on page 12.

BBC pensioner
receives highest
D-Day honour

BBC Club

Prospero Society
Scene from winter filming of Our Winnie by Alan Bennett
somewhere in Oldham.

Sketch of Alan Bennett.

Prospero Society is the only section of
the BBC Club run by and for retired
BBC staff and their spouses. Its aim
is to enable BBC pensioners to meet
on a social basis for theatre visits,
luncheons, coach outings etc.
Prospero Society is supported by BBC
Club funds so as to make events
affordable. If you would like an
application form please contact:
Gayner Leach, BBC Club, BC2 B3
Broadcast Centre, 201 Wood Lane,
London W12 7TP
Tel: 020 8752 6666
Email: bbc.club@bbc.co.uk

BBCPA
Definition of the new BBC producer.

For details of how to join the Pensioners’
Association, see the panel on this page.

PROSPERO JUNE 2016

06 LIFE BEFORE AUNTIE

Newspaper Man

by Mike Broadbent

O

n Monday, 11 September 1950,
as a 16-year-old school-leaver,
I took the lift to the third floor
of Withy Grove, Manchester,
which boasted of being the world’s biggest
newspaper office in terms of copies printed
every week. There, I was met by a small,
hump-backed man called Bert Fox, who
handed me my light-blue temporary
membership card of the NUJ – Withy Grove
was a huge closed shop, presided over by the
Imperial Father. Only then was I allowed to
meet the News Editor.
I had left Manchester Grammar School,
giving up the chance of an Oxbridge
scholarship, to be one of the first batch of
Kemsley journalist trainees in a scheme
which eventually blossomed into the
countrywide Schools of Journalism and
Media Studies we know today. I was a
fledgling reporter on the Manchester Evening
Chronicle earning £2.3s.6d a week.
The News Editor, Bob Walker, was an
affable, silver-haired gentleman with whom
I had little to do. He was shut in his glass
office in a corner of the vast newsroom.
Apart from Chronicle’s reporters, it contained
the Daily Dispatch, Daily Graphic, Sporting Chronicle,
Mid-Day Chronicle, Racing Up-to-Date, the Chron’s
sports desk, presided over by Alf Clarke, later
to die in the Munich air crash, the Chron’s
curved subs’ desk and the traditional dusty
newspaper files at the end. Elsewhere were
the Sunday Chronicle, Empire News and others.
Manchester at that time was almost as big a
newspaper centre as Fleet Street.

‘At the age of 18, I
became the Radio and TV
correspondent, succeeding
Charlie Harrison, who
left to become the longserving BBC stringer
in Nairobi’

Bellowing bosses
The man I had to deal with was Walker’s
deputy, Harold Mellor, who became my first
mentor. He was Walker’s opposite – a loud,
bespectacled Rottweiler from Warrington.
For three years, his bellow of ‘Mr Broadbent’
(never ‘Mike’) always made me jump – what
solecism had I committed? It was usually
the omission from a story of someone’s age,
address or other vital detail and he drummed
into me the over-riding priority – accuracy.
In the TV newsroom, I could be very boring
about it! Only later did I realise what an
invaluable journalistic education I had
received. (Not so the Lakeland writer
Hunter Davies, who followed me and who
described Mellor in his memoirs as an
‘absolute bastard’.)
There followed a rollercoaster threeyear apprenticeship. There was very little
attempt at formal training; I was mainly
thrown into the deep end. One typical day
had me reporting a house fire in a backto-back terrace in Salford in the morning,
interviewing the Attorney-General, Sir Lionel
Heald, at lunchtime, and a road accident
in the afternoon. The following day I could
be stranded in a Pennine snow-drift with a
photographer still using a plate camera.
In a bid to catch up with the much bigger
Manchester Evening News, the Chron produced
several daily slip editions for each of a
number of Lancashire towns. I was sent to
Wigan for a few months, where I learnt the
skills of covering courts and inquests,
the latter presided over a by local solicitor,
Mr J Hopwood Sayer. He was an Edwardian
throwback who took down evidence in
laborious handwriting, mainly mining

Back at Withy Grove, at the age of 18,
I became the Radio and TV correspondent,
succeeding Charlie Harrison, who left to
become the long-serving BBC stringer in
Nairobi. It mainly involved typing out the
daily programmes from the Radio Times and
going to a weekly BBC press conference at
Broadcasting House in Piccadilly, conducted
by the grandly-named Bryan Cave-BrownCave. Regional radio was still big then –
we didn’t even have a TV at home.
Most Monday evenings were taken up
with covering variety theatres or the rep. at
the Playhouse. I was paid a guinea a time
and 10s.6d. expenses, plus another guinea
if I could supply a gossip par for the
Northern Window.
I am still amazed that this naive teenager
was accepted as the real thing. My cuttings
book records interviews with old variety
artists such as Robb Wilton, Sandy Powell
and Frank Randall, international stars Cab
Calloway, Burl Yves and Jussi Bjorling, and
fellow teen Petula Clark. Another was future
England winger 17-year-old David Pegg,
ahead of his debut for Manchester United.
Sadly, he too, died at Munich. I was also on
a panel of TV reviewers – we’d acquired a TV
set by then!
I wrote the first review of a future star
who was the latest stooge of comedian,
Jimmy James, but also had his own spot.
‘Note the name Roy Castle,’ I wrote. ‘Here
was a trumpet-blowing, tap-dancing singer
with bags of personality who deserves to go
to the top and probably will.’ I didn’t know
then he was, like me, born in Huddersfield.
Sadly Castle didn’t see it at the time but
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inquests, much of it given by pathologist
Jacob Schrager, who had no hesitation
in describing the diseased lungs of
deceased miners in great detail, before
horrified families.

told me decades later, ‘Thanks for that early
recognition. Who’d have thowt it! If I’d
known, I’d have tried harder!’
A tear in the eye
My reporting days ended with National
Service but two years later, I was back to
be greeted by Harold Mellor as ‘Mike’ – a
tear-jerkingly, proud moment. But I wasn’t
going back to work for him; I had decided
I was more of a sub, so took my seat at the
end of the curved table, presided over by
my second mentor, a straight-talking fellowYorkshireman wearing a black eye-patch –
Derek Maude. Later Editor of the Chron and
later still, a colleague for 20 years, the ‘best
Editor BBC TV News’ never had.
Derek was as unforgiving as Mellor. An
early headline I had been proud of came
winging back – ‘Have another f*****g go,
lad’ – another of Maude’s trademarks, along
with blue shirts and chain-smoked Gauloise.
I was assigned the Wigan centrespread and learned the pleasures of layout,
something later as a TV News programme
editor, I carried over into ‘laying-out’
bulletins. But however much I was enjoying
my job, it soon became obvious that if I
wanted to get on, I would have to leave
my comfort zone and head for London.
I spotted an advert for a sports sub on
The Star. I applied, not knowing that the
Sports editor, Tom Cosgrove, was an old
Withy Grove hand. He told me that when he
received my application, after a phone call to
Manchester, he’d dumped the others. Salary:
a majestic 18 guineas a week.
Instead of variety theatres, I found myself
tootling around outer London boroughs
on my Vespa, covering small hall pro and
amateur boxing for the early sports edition.
Sitting alongside the ring as a young boxer
leant on the ropes bleeding all over my
programme is not easy to forget. A happier
memory is standing in the next urinal to
Donald Campbell at a National Sporting Club
boxing evening at the Cafe Royal.
After about 18 months, it was increasingly
obvious that the News Chronicle was under
pressure and would drag the more successful
Star down with it. So I answered another
advert, this time for a sub in the BBC Radio
Newsroom – and six months later, after a
test and an interview before an intimidating
appointments board of six men, including a
civil service commissioner, I took my place
in Egton House.

Prospero AGM
In May around 50 Prospero members
gathered at Western House Club in W1
for the annual AGM. Unfortunately our
Chairman, Peter Mirams, was unable to chair
the meeting due to ill health and his place
was ably taken by John Winfield, Chairman
of BBC Club. Best wishes for a speedy
recovery Peter!
During this meeting it was decided that
the Prospero timetable would remain at
the increased two events per month and
there would be a slight increase in annual
subscriptions to £15.
The current committee all volunteered
to stand again and were duly elected
with the addition of Brian Clifford.
Prospero Society
Membership is growing as the advantages of
an extended range of activities and subsidised
prices are realised. The Society is a great way
to meet up with friends old and new!
There are still a few spaces left for the
Bluebell railway trip in June, and please do
come along for the informal visit to Kew
Gardens on Thursday 23 June. Meet at
the Victoria gate at 11am and hope for
good weather!
Events proposed for the third quarter of
2016 will include a boat trip with lunch on
the Thames, a visit to Temple Church, the
promised return visit to the Royal Opera
House, and a visit to an exhibition of the
Queen’s wardrobe at Buckingham Palace.
We also hope to fit in ‘Sunny Afternoon’ and
‘Showboat’ at the theatre, lunch at the Strand
Palace Hotel, the Guild of Silversmiths and
much more!
The next Prospero newsletter will be
distributed in mid-June and will be available
by going to: www.bbcclub.com/connect/
prospero/newsletters
To get a postal copy you must be a
member of the BBC Club Prospero Society.
For details or to join, contact the Club
using the details at the end of this panel.
Western House Club
Western House Club, adjacent to New
Broadcasting House W1, continues to
offer retired members lunch at the special
rate of £5 for one course or £6.50 for two
courses every weekday between 12noon
and 2.30pm. You can also pick up your free
copy of the Radio Times. The launch of the
increased discounts has been very popular!
Members now get discounts of £1 off most
items including coffee and alcoholic drinks!
BBC Club competitions
Every month Club members can enter a
free competition. Simply log into the Club
website bbcclub.com and enter your
details! You must have a new style Club
card beginning with the number 100 and
register this card on the website to enter.

BBC Club Broadcast Centre, BC2 B3,
201 Wood Lane, London W12 7TP
020 8752 6666
BBC.CLUB@BBC.CO.UK

BITS ‘N’ PIECES

Musical
members

T

wo years ago, at the age of 83,
I decided to have another go at
learning to play the pedal steel
guitar (as used in older types of
Country and Western music).
For various reasons I had to abandon my
efforts first time around. Always up for a
challenge, I decided to have another go.
This instrument comes close in
complexity to that of a large church
organ, on which I only achieved a modicum
of success.
Some colleagues in Studio Engineering
may recall me giving lunchtime miniperformances on the classical guitar, so I
have had a good grounding in guitar playing.
However, this new instrument is much more
challenging, especially at my present 85
years of age.
I attach a picture of this instrument so
readers can try and spot the ten strings, the
three foot pedals and the four knee levers.
These are used in various combinations
together with a steel bar held in the left
hand and finger picks on the right fingers

Many thanks to everyone who wrote in to tell us about
the unusual hobbies they have taken up in retirement.
Ted Hartwell and Roger Fleming both appear to have
taken a musical path – albeit very different!

and thumb. It is very difficult to control
unwanted sound when playing, but it is
the sounds it produces, especially when
played by an expert, that drew me to it
many years ago.
So, must go and practice a bit more.
Ted Hartwell
Studio Engineering at TVC and Research Department

A

fter Mr Birt wanted all those over
fifty to take early retirement from
the newsroom, I retired from
the BBC General News Service in
March 1992.
I have since taken up Tudor re-enactments,
playing the early English bagpipes mainly for
the Maypole dancing at Hedingham Castle,
Layer Marney Tower and Cressing Temple
Barns, also at village fetes and acting as a
wandering minstrel. I have two sets of mouth
blown pipes and a set of bellows pipes.
Different sounds and fingering.
I took up church bell-ringing which
keeps one physically active and the mind
also. I usually ring at two different churches
on Sunday mornings, dashing from one to
the other as there’s a shortage of ringers
these days where I live.
I took up archery, shooting longbow,
one at 50lb and one at 30lb pull, plus a
Mongolian horsebow.

I fish, often
twice a week,
and write
angling
reports in
local papers.
I kept bees
for about ten
years too but
was forced
to give it up
because of the
heavy lifting
involved
where one
had to bend
over to lift heavy supers full of honey.
One couldn’t squat down to lift, which
didn't do one’s back much good!
Plenty of activities to keep me active since
my retirement!
Roger Fleming

And the mystery cameraman is… Relaying World Cup victory on
Ascension Island
I was confident that Prospero readers would be able to identify
the ‘mystery cameraman’ whose picture, which I took in 1969,
was published in the April edition, and I was not disappointed.
A small avalanche of replies confirmed it is
Mike Shepherd, a much-missed colleague
with a long track record in the former
Schools Broadcasting department in Ealing.
The first phone call came just after
breakfast, the emails followed and now
more than 20 people have contributed the
name and added some memories.
Space precludes mentioning everyone,
but Stephen Gatland said Mike transferred
from the old Michael Balcon-era Ealing
film studios, and Ben Wade has noted a
photo of the filming of the Ealing comedy,
The Titfield Thunderbolt in 1952, with Mike
leaning on a camera dolly.
Former Assistant Cameramen
John Goodyer and Andrew Godfrey
remembered Mike’s nickname of ‘The
Whispering Giant’, because of his habit
of speaking quietly, often to himself, as he
worked his light meter around a scene.
Judy Bruce (née Miles) remembered
another nickname, ‘Rossano Brazzi’, used
by Schools TV colleagues because of his
film-star looks.
Former P.A. Fenella Sturt even
remembered working on the documentary
Mike was filming when I photographed
him in October 1969, so we two probably
met briefly that day nearly 50 years
ago. Sadly, Fenella confirms that Mike

has passed away and thinks his wife predeceased him, that he had no children and
was himself an only child.
Eric Samuel reckons he died more than
ten years ago, which is maybe why I have
found no obituary in the online copies of
Prospero, which go back to 2009. My small
quest to offer the photo to his surviving
family therefore looks a little forlorn.
However, it has been fascinating to hear
from all of Mike’s erstwhile colleagues
about a much-loved and highly-respected
professional of the old school. He was
happy to wear a suit while working, which
is real old-school, and was always pleasant,
companionable and a calming influence in
stressful situations.
Significantly, he seems to have always
been in demand for the quality of his work.
I was lucky in the cameramen I worked
with in my career. Of course I never worked
with Mike but after hearing about him, I
wish I had.
My sincere thanks to everyone who
contacted me.
Chris Rogers
BBC South West Political Editor,
Plymouth 1992-2008

30 July 1966 was the day the England football team won the World Cup. It was also
Sports Day on Ascension Island, one of THE dates in the Island’s social calendar.
I was one of the first group of BBC engineers
who had recently arrived to staff the newly
opened short wave relay station.
One of our first tasks was to set up a low
power medium wave transmitter to provide
World Service coverage to the Island. Most of
the Island’s population owned portable MW
receivers, but the only station then available
was the volunteer-run American Volcano
Radio, or ZD8VR.
Prior to our arrival the World Service was
only available on short wave, which at the
time meant relatively large, mains-driven
receivers with complex antennae.
On Sports Day, most of the Saint Helenian
and UK ex-pat population of around a
thousand were gathered around the sports
ground equipped with their transistor
radios to listen to the match commentary.
They were delighted that our little
transmitter had enabled them to have their
cake and eat it, to attend and take part in
the sports whilst listening to the match
commentary. The new arrivals were suddenly
quite popular. For almost two hours we
followed the match whilst also enjoying the
efforts of our local sportsmen and women.
As the match reached the halfway point in
extra time, with only 15 minutes of play left,
the clock was just ticking up to 16.00 GMT.
Now, the World Service was essentially a
NEWS network, radiating some 19 news

bulletins every 24 hours, and one of
the most important was due right now.
The commentary was faded down and the
continuity announcer, in his best BBC voice,
told us that the news would follow, and that
the second half of extra time would
be recorded and played after the news!
The howls of disbelief and anguish
could have been heard all over the Island.
Useless for us to try to explain that other
broadcasters all over the world re-transmitted
this bulletin, and it just had to go out at the
appointed time. Our local street cred had just
taken an almighty dive.
A quarter of an hour later, after the
bulletin had finished, green network
continuity told us, rather smugly, that HE
knew the result, but that he wouldn’t tell us.
The commentary was then re-started where
it had left off.
Shortly after this I was called to take part
in the 4 x 100 relay race, with England still
holding on to their one goal lead.
I was running third leg for a very
un-athletic BBC team, and shortly after
starting my leg an enormous cheer went up
from all those watching. England had won!
There are many people of my age who can
tell you what they were doing when England
won the World Cup, but how many know
exactly where they were 15 minutes later?
Phil Brooks
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A marriage made in heaven
(or should that be ‘in space’?)
BBC volunteer visitor Rita Barnett sent us this story about Margaret Turnill, a BBC
pensioner who will be celebrating her centenary this year. Margaret and her husband
Reginald were a great team, who together covered one of the most dramatic stories
of the space race – Apollo 13.

Margaret, Reg and son Graham at the Science Museum with Apollo 10.

M

argaret Turnill, who lives
in Sandgate, Kent, will be
celebrating her 100th birthday
on 28 October this year. She
is a very independent lady who with the
care of son Graham still lives in the house
she shared with her husband Reginald. They
had a long and happy life together and were
married just short of 75 years when Reg
passed away on 12 February 2013 aged 97.
They were a great team and shared many
interests, even though they spent long spells
apart – firstly during the Second World War
and later due to the travel involved with
Reg’s work with the BBC.

‘with Margaret by his
side... Reg was able to
follow the dramatic events
as Houston wrestled to
save the craft’
Reg started work at 14 at the Press
Association in Fleet Street, progressing
through various roles of journalism from
1930-1956 during which time he reported
on most of the leading politicians, including
Winston Churchill and Clement Atlee.
He was recruited by the BBC in 1956
as an industrial correspondent. Then, after
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covering Sputnik 1 in 1957, he became
so enthralled with space that in 1958 he
agreed to become the Corporation’s air and
space correspondent, with a brief to cover
defence. From 1958-1975, as aerospace and
defence correspondent, he covered manned
spaceflight, reporting on every launch,
including Gagarin’s historic first flight in
1961, and every US manned mission.
Reginald went on to cover the golden age
of post-war aviation, from jet power to the
space shuttle, during which time he spent a
lot of time away from his family. No sooner
did he make it home than he was sent off
again on another big story, and there were
long periods when Margaret didn’t see
her husband.
She did make several visits to Florida
and saw the shuttle for herself and then
unexpectedly, made a most significant
contribution as personal assistant to her
husband when she accompanied him on
his US posting to cover the Apollo 13
lunar mission.
It was in 1970 when he was covering
the flight from Mission Control at the Johnson
Space Centre, Houston. He had
gone home to dinner with Margaret but
popped back to check ‘that all was well’.
Just as he was leaving he heard the immortal
words ‘Houston we have a problem’. As all
his fellow journalists had gone home, it fell
to him to break the news to the world that
Apollo 13 was in trouble due to the explosion
of two oxygen tanks 24,000 miles from Earth.

Reg went back to his desk and stayed there
for three days. With Margaret by his side
doing his secretarial work, ‘manning’ the
telephones, and fielding the international
calls that needed to be pre-arranged, Reg
was able to get on with his work, doing
both live radio and TV broadcasts.
He was able to follow the dramatic events
as Houston wrestled to save the craft and the
lives of its crew, covering the whole story to
re-entry and the safe splashdown in
the Pacific.
Margaret’s support was invaluable to
Reg throughout this posting and the BBC
eventually offered her a fee for all her help
during Apollo 13, which was the princely
sum of $75.

During periods between space launches,
Reg found plenty to occupy him, notably
the joint development of the Anglo-French
supersonic transport (Concorde); he
was the only correspondent to give it
unqualified support.
Reginald wasn’t best pleased to be
retired from the BBC on passing 60, but he
continued to broadcast on a freelance basis
for the Corporation and produced articles
and books about space exploration and
aviation. His credits included: Moonslaught:
The Full Story of Man’s Race to the Moon;The Moon
Landings: An Eye Witness Account; and Celebrating
Concorde. He contributed to the Observer’s Book of
Manned Spaceflight, the Observer’s Book of Unmanned
Spaceflight and in the 1980s he edited Jane’s
Spaceflight Directory.
His enthusiasm and commitment to
journalism was boundless and in ‘retirement’
he never stopped work. He continued to
broadcast on Newsround and he frequently
wrote for most of the serious newspapers
about aerospace issues, including obituaries
of leading figures in the field.
In 1996 he became the only non-American
to receive NASA’s Chronicles Award for
contributions to the public understanding of
space; in 2002 he was elected an Honorary
Companion of the Royal Aeronautical Society
and in 2006 he received the Arthur C Clarke
Lifetime Achievement Award.
He became a doughty campaigner on
issues that affected him personally. He was
a founder member of the BBC Pensioners’
Association, which has done much to
improve conditions for BBC pensioners.
In his 90s and living in Sandgate, he
became concerned about falling standards
of literacy and pointed out that here in the
1900s the area had been the literacy centre
of the world. It prompted Reg to instigate
the idea of an annual H.G. Wells Festival.
Margaret agreed with the idea and they
started an annual competition for the best
handwritten story of up to 5,000 words, a
legacy for 20 years with an annual £1,000
prize that comes from their own life savings.
Reginald once told a colleague that if
offered the chance to travel in space he
would leap at it. He campaigned for many
years for Britain to join the other ESA
countries in having its own astronauts and
to participate in manned spaceflight. It’s
poignant that this year we see Tim Peake take
his journey into space and that the theme for
this year’s H.G Wells literary award is ‘Space’.
Rita Barnett, BBC Visitor

Margaret in the press stand at Cape Canaveral, 50 years ago.
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Mansel Lloyd

Mansel Lloyd, passed
away peacefully at
home in Llantwit
Major on 11 January
2016, following
a long battle with
Alzheimer’s. Mansel
worked as a senior
film editor on Tonight,
Midweek, 24 Hours and Nationwide from 19621976. He leaves a wife, Enid, children and
grandchildren and is greatly missed.

BBC engineer who
designed innovative
studio systems

Chris Sparks died on 13 November 2015,
aged 88.
Chris joined the BBC in 1943 as a Youth
in Training, where his first week’s wage was
£1.7s. He started at Swains Lane, on ‘H’
Group transmitters. This was serious work, as
preparations for D-Day were under way and all
BBC transmitters were very much involved.
He then was required to attend the Evesham
course which he recorded as being very
enjoyable. After qualifying, he worked in the
Bush House control room and later, at the
Lime Grove Studios.
The next move for Chris was key and
he joined the Studio Unit of the Planning
& Installation Department. Working for
Ken Ackerman, he was one of a handful of
engineers tasked with producing the new TV
studios and equipment.
Starting with Riverside Studios, the designs
were ground breaking – including the BBC’s
first remote-controlled, electric hoists. His
Television Centre design work was based
on his insight and experimentation. He
started with a scenery handling system that
was unique to the new Centre. At this time,
there were no safety officers to check out
equipment; nor were they necessary as Chris
always insisted on absolute safety standards.
The designs were continually improved in
subsequent studios, including regional centres.
His pile-wind drum, that eliminated hoist
cable problems, was a first. Another first was
his mobile audience seating system. The
Studio Unit of the Department was continually
involved in state-of-the-art developments.
Chris made sure that his were successful, often
working long and late.
Many colleagues would seek his help and
advice and have spoken of their debt to him.
Chris was a unique product of the BBC and
one of the reasons that the title ‘BBC engineer’
is accepted as a quality standard.
Peter Howard and Tonia Sparks

Studio resources
manager

Less than two weeks after diagnosis,
John Latus died of pancreatic cancer on
6 November 2015, aged 74. Always popular,
the number of people who came to pay
their respects at his funeral, including many
colleagues from the BBC, quite overwhelmed
the crematorium chapel at Chichester.
John was born in Yorkshire and brought
up in Wallington, Surrey. He joined the BBC
Engineering Designs Department in Duchess
Street, but in 1983 transferred to Television
Centre as a technical coordinator in Studio

Operations. John dealt fairly but firmly with
problems that arose, and always maintained a
loyalty towards the programme on which he
was working.
One well-known story which illustrates
this loyalty combined with John’s problemsolving involved a large camera crane
which he had booked for his programme,
but which had been left ‘locked-in’ behind
scenery in another studio. John arranged
for the crane to be manoeuvred through a
passageway and out to the ring road through
TVC’s South Hall by raising the front and
back doors of the scenery lift and having the
crane driven through. He said afterwards
‘it dipped a bit’, but no harm was done.
Alas, such resourcefulness could not go
unpunished. At the subsequent interview
with the section manager, his bonus cheque
for that year was torn up in front of him.
John worked on a wide range of
programmes, including Keeping Up Appearances,
French and Saunders and Top Of The Pops. He
also had a chance at directing during an
attachment to Tomorrow’s World.
After leaving the BBC in 1996, John
and his wife Hazel moved to Elmer Sands,
near Bognor Regis in Sussex, where they
set up Sutal Productions, providing artist
management and technical facilities. During
that time John wrote and produced a musical
based on the career of Glenn Miller called
‘American Patrol’ which was staged in
the 2,300-seater Mayflower Theatre
in Southampton.
John and I were friends during his time
at Television Centre and our friendship
continued during our ‘retirement’ when he
and I worked on many jobs together. My
condolences to Hazel and to his family.
Ray Liffen

Head of
Television
Drama
Scotland

Born in Edinburgh
in 1934 and
educated at the
Royal High School
and the University
of Edinburgh,
Roderick Graham
served as an officer with the Royal Army
Education Corps in Nairobi, devoting much
of his time to Forces Broadcasting. On
leaving the Army he moved to London and
joined the BBC.
After a spell with External Services he
entered television, starting out as a PA on the
televised version of the Royal Shakespeare
Company’s Wars of the Roses; his first direction
was The Canterbury Tales for Michael Bakewell,
then Head of Plays, and a dramatised
documentary on Thomas Becket. Notable
among his credits was the groundbreaking
police series Z Cars, while Elizabeth R, starring
Glenda Jackson, won four Primetime Emmys
– the first British television programme
to win such awards. He also took pride in
the Sextet, a group of actors, among them
Denholm Elliot, Billy Whitelaw and Denis
Waterman, performing plays by Hugh
Whitemore, Denis Potter, Julian Mitchell
and others.
In 1977 he became BBC Scotland’s first
Head of Television Drama. His output ranged
from Boswell for the Defence and Sutherland’s

Law to Lewis Grassic Gibbon’s Scots Quair
trilogy, and George Mackay Brown’s Andrina,
filmed in Orkney and Grand Prix winner at
the Celtic Film Festival. New writers were
represented in Scottish Playbill.
Returning to London as a freelancer in
1986, he wrote many original plays and
dramatisations for radio – among them
Melford’s Axe, about the man who beheaded
Charles I; a radio adaptation of Good Morning
Midnight by Jean Rhys; and Trumpets and Foie Gras,
a biography of Sidney Smith – all directed
by Jane Morgan. TV work included several
episodes of The Brothers and other series such
as Juliet Bravo, and All Creatures Great and Small.
A move back to Edinburgh in 1994,
and his subsequent marriage to Fiona,
led to success in an entirely new field – as
the author of highly praised historical
biographies of noted Scots: John Knox, Mary,
Queen of Scots, David Hume and Robert
Adam; and in their wake books on the Saints
Ninian, Columba and Mungo, and on Bonnie
Prince Charlie.
Stewart Conn

One of the all-time
globetrotters

I say bon voyage to Robin Green, a truly
exceptional gentleman, in every sense of
the word.
He was our very own John le Mesurier,
with the looks of Dirk Bogarde. Having seen
most of the world, usually at its worst,
his experiences shaped him into a very
special person.
Aged 14-and-three-quarters, Robin was
apprenticed in the Sound Department at
British Accoustic Films and then joined
Goumont British as a trainee sound camera
operator. He was then conscripted, serving
eight years in the Life Guards. He returned to
work back at GB but left in 1951 to join the
BBC, where he stayed for 35 years.
He started in Alexandra Palace, then Lime
Grove. In 1954 he was part of the team who
produced War in the Air. As a sound recordist
on Panorama and the Tonight programmes,
Robin worked on hundreds of assignment
around the world. Over a 22-month period,
Panorama’s crew had a total of 39 visits to
26 countries. In 1963 while at Ealing
Ops he worked on the highly acclaimed
documentary series with Richard Cawston,
The Pilots, and the documentary on
Concord: Supersonic.
He joined the Camera Unit – Television
News for the latter part of his career, and
on an initial three-month attachment he
was covering the Birmingham bombs, the
Harrods bomb, the Brighton bombing and
the Tottenham Riots, where he was very
badly injured.
After all his distinguished years of work,
all around the world, including being at
the frontlines of the world’s hazardous
war zones, his career was brought to an
end in Tottenham!
Even then I have never known him to
fazed by anything – he didn’t do frantic and
was always the utmost professional.
He was a very kind, very quiet private
man, who had lovely blue eyes, wonderful
cheekbones and beautifully shaped hands.
Dad was 88 and died peacefully in bed, at
the end of January. We will miss our ‘Dirk
Bogarde’ more than words can say.
Linda Green

Head of Engineering,
Bush Studios

Roy Ticehurst sadly died earlier this year after
a long period in hospital. He was 90 years
old. I first met Roy when, as a very green,
basic grade Engineer (OP4!) from the Bush
House control room, I joined him as the new
Assistant Projects Engineer, World Service
(known as External Services in those days).
He was Projects Engineer following a brief
stint as Assistant Equipment.
His warmth, sense of humour and honesty,
plus of course his engineering prowess,
gave me the very best start for my BBC
‘management’ career. I continued to work with
him in various capacities as he rose to become
Head of Engineering, Bush Studios; a post
from which he retired and which I took over.
I know he had a long BBC career and that
he was a trainee at Daventry, where he was
apparently convicted and fined for riding
his bicycle without lights! (How things
have changed!)
I also know he spent a goodly period at BBC
Research Department when it was still based
at Nightingale Road. I do hope there are others
out there who may be able to add more detail
of his early BBC career and perhaps produce
a longer tribute to a man who I admired
enormously and to whom I owe a great deal.
My deepest condolences go to his widow,
Mary and to the family.
Alec Thomas

Ubique

Manchester-based Alf Walker was the
BBC’s Education Officer in the North West
throughout the 1970s and 1980s. He was
a true friend and the personification of
generosity. It’s impossible to do justice to Alf
in a few words – but here goes.
In the 1930s when such things were few,
Alf won a county scholarship to Sheffield
University. After graduation came National
Service in the Royal Artillery, whose motto
‘Ubique’ (Everywhere), Alf would joke,
summed up perfectly his shell-firing skills.
Next came a hugely successful teaching
and examining career which included the
establishment of school leaving examinations
in Nigeria – Alf was so proud when, as he
was recently being treated in Macclesfield
Hospital, two Nigerian doctors working
there congratulated him on creating the
means by which they had been able to enter
medicine.
As a BBC Education Officer, Alf was at the
forefront of so many broadcasting initiatives
that enriched the curricula of the UK’s
primary and secondary schools. He was also
seconded to Bophutatswana to advise on a
school broadcasting service there.
Alf was a ‘go-to’ man – if a job needed
doing he was there. His research and
fieldwork were brilliant, his contribution
immense.
As befits a geographer, Alf was an
inveterate traveller. He and his wife Janet
caravanned throughout Europe, safaried in
Africa, globe-trotted to the East Indies, the
Galapagos and for them, best of all, India.
Alf was the wittiest of writers and
contributed to many magazines. And never
forgetting a tough pre-war Lincolnshire
childhood he took life by the scruff of the
neck and lived it to the full. He brightened
our lives – and our hearts go out to Janet and
his children and grandchildren.
Brian Wright
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Producing music
for schools

Albert (Jack) Chatterley, who died
peacefully on Sunday 7 February aged 84,
retired as Assistant Head of School Radio
in 1986 after 30 years producing music
broadcasts enjoyed by thousands of children.
His programmes ranged from teenagers
composing tunes by twanging rubber bands
on rulers to his own sharing of music with
five-year-old listeners as a friend in the series
Music Box.
Jack, as he was known, grew up in
Worcestershire and won an organ scholarship
to Brasenose College, Oxford, the first in his
family to go to university. He brought his
experience of National Service in the Royal
Army Education Corps and as a secondary
school teacher to innovative School Radio
programmes, made with relaxed humour,
generosity and kindness.
Jack’s creativity was backed up by
meticulous technical skills. As a new
producer, he insisted on investigating every
detail of how a studio works. Once, in the
studio recording a new song, the composer,
John Tavener asked without warning for
one long, loud organ note. Undaunted,
Jack adjourned to the Broadcasting House
Concert Hall and played the organ note there
and then – whereupon the clock fell off the
wall! His playing with Vera Gray as a piano
duet of the closing signature tune of
Listen with Mother continued to be broadcast
until 1982.

After retirement, he became a leading
expert on Thomas Watson, the Elizabethan
poet and musician whose entry he wrote in
the Dictionary of National Biography and
whose Italian Madrigals Englished (Vol.74
of Musica Britannica, Stainer & Bell), he
transcribed and edited in 1999 in both
languages with music.
Jenyth Worsley writes: ‘On one occasion
he, off the cuff and very tactfully, edited my
orchestral arrangements for an Adventures in
Music concert! He lived life to the full, if from
a somewhat quirky angle. Latterly he sported
a pony tail, more rock star than classical
musician, but it suited perfectly Jack’s
persona as artist and creative broadcaster.’
The sympathy of his many friends is with
his two sons by his first wife Marie, who
died in 1989, with his grandchildren and
with his wife, Eleanor.
Joan Griffiths
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From performer
to producer

It was a great
shock to hear
of Bill Bebb’s
sudden death
and many
Facebook pages
were loaded
with tributes.
Bill was born
in 1939 in
Welwyn Garden
City and began
his working life
with ICI Plastics – but already into a musical
realm playing guitar in a skiffle group.
Later adding banjo and double bass to his
talents he joined a Trad Band and toured and
broadcast on both radio and TV. In 1963 he
joined a music publisher but by 1964 had
successfully applied for a contract job with
BBC Radio, subsequently becoming a
staff producer.
There were many dance band broadcasts
upon which Bill honed his production
experience and in late October 1966 he
took over from me as associate producer on
Saturday Club and remained with the show
until its demise in 1969.
The Light Programme had then ceased to
exist and we were into Radios 1, 2, 3 and 4.
Bill opted to stay with Radio 2, becoming the
Country Music specialist, producing Country
Club and Country Meets Folk.
Throughout the 1970s a variety of
Radio 2 work came his way, including
Family Favourites and The John Dunn Show; by
1982 he was the senior producer of
The Jimmy Young Show.
In 1986, with an honorary rank of
Brigadier, he began a prestigious attachment
to the British Forces Broadcasting Service
as Head of Radio, returning to the BBC two
years later.
At the age of 50 Bill chose early retirement
from the BBC, joined Celador Productions
and a year later produced the 1990 Wembley
Country Music Festival, the first satellite TV
show for BSB. 1991 was also eventful for, as a
member of a consortium, he successfully bid
for a terrestrial ‘Country Music’ radio licence
and became Managing Director of ‘Country
1035’ until its later take-over.
He returned to recording music sessions
before fully retiring and settling down
to a more peaceful life at his home in
Bournemouth. But he did visit London
very frequently, seldom missing a convivial
luncheon invitation with old friends.
Deepest condolences go to his two sons,
Douglas and Evan.
Brian Willey

Accomplished
OB engineer

Bob (RWB) Smith
died after a short
illness on 15 January
2016. He joined the
BBC in 1963 after
spending some time
as an apprentice with
aircraft manufacturer,
A.V. Roe and then
gaining a BSc (Eng) at Leeds University.
Initially he worked in Television Outside
Broadcasts at Wembley but soon moved on to

Studio Planning and Installation Department,
where he worked on the programme sound
and communication systems in the intensive
programme of upgrading the OB fleet for
colour operation.
In the 80s, his activities broadened to
include vision systems and he spent some
time in the United States carrying out
acceptance tests on the vision mixers for
a new generation of colour mobile
control rooms.
The harsh treatment of Studio Capital
Projects Department under the ‘Priorities
for the Future’ (aka Black Spot) upset Bob
considerably and he succeeded in moving
back to Television Outside Broadcasts as
Communications Test Room Supervisor.
He later moved on to become Supervisor
of General Test Room, a post he held until
leaving the BBC in 1993.
That was far from being the end of
Bob’s career in broadcast engineering, as
his expertise was in great demand as a
freelancer. He worked on Olympic sporting
events, summer and winter, including
Sydney, Athens, London and Sochi; at times
supporting equipment that he had designed
and built for the event. Bob was also an
accomplished radio amateur (G3LVW) and
an active member of the Ariel Radio Group.
Bob had a reputation for having a short
fuse but behind this robust exterior lay
a tremendous breadth of engineering
knowledge and a deeply caring nature.
Bob’s wife, Lorna, died in 1981 after a
valiant battle with cancer. He is survived
by his daughter Fiona, son-in-law and two
grandchildren, who live in Australia.
For the last 40 years, we were able to
enjoy Bob’s company almost every Sunday
evening as we discussed matters of common
interest, from plumbing to BBC micro
programming and beyond, in a local hostelry.
We miss him.
Dave Le Breton and John Hawkins

Drama king of
Schools Radio

David Lyttle has died at the age of 92.
His friends and colleagues will remember
him for the high standards he set in his
life and his career. When he retired, he was
Senior Producer for BBC Schools Radio Series
and was also responsible for the Schools
Drama Rep.
David’s theatrical life began very early on
as a child actor, aged 10. He worked with
some of the greats including Dame Sybil
Thorndike and appeared in films, on stage
and radio. Following his early years of acting,
he was very keen to join the BBC and started
as a Junior Programme Engineer. He was
then called-up and went to train with the
Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.
He joined Radio Malaya, where he was
stationed in Kuala Lumpur. A highlight of
his broadcasting career came in 1953, when
he provided live coverage of the Queen’s
Coronation from outside Westminster Abbey.
In Singapore, where David was training
young broadcasters for Radio Malaya, he met
Michael Smee. Together, they established the
Malayan Arts Theatre Group. It welcomed
all races and, before Malayan independence,
was a far-sighted venture in a multi-cultural
society. The productions they did were varied
and ambitious.
By the 70s, David had returned to the
BBC. He lived on the Thames, where he
owned a small island close to Runnymede,

opposite his house in Magna Carta Lane.
The memories from the parties he threw for
radio actors and others in the summerhouse
will raise a smile from those who were there.
After his early retirement, he moved to
the New Forest where he threw himself into
his new life. Never ceasing to be creative, he
travelled the world using his photographic
skills. Not one to waste an opportunity, he
wrote and gave lectures to local groups on
subjects ranging from the magic of Venice to
gardens and flowers of British Columbia.
In Schools Radio, his friends and
colleagues will remember him as a
perfectionist; and as a mentor to many a
young producer, there will be many who
will be grateful for that.
Maggie Smee

Correspondent
and broadcaster

John Hosken,
who died on 12
March 2016,
aged 78, was
a versatile BBC
correspondent
and broadcaster
who was as
comfortable
reporting live
on great State
occasions as he
was reporting
on the many
industrial disputes
of the 1970s, or standing in for Jimmy Young
on his eponymous Radio 2 programme.
Clifford John Hosken was born in Truro
on 31 October 1937 and attended Truro
School. He began his career on regional
newspapers before joining the Daily Herald
in Manchester. His BBC career started in
Manchester, when he was invited to present
Voice of the North. After this, he moved to
London, where he presented programmes
including Newsdesk and Election Platform.
Later on Radio 2, he stood in for Jimmy
Young and was invited to present
several series of a show of his own,
Late Night Friday.
Appointed as the BBC’s industrial
correspondent in 1973, Hosken was
scarcely off the airwaves for the following
troubled decade of strikes and mass
picketing, including coal, steel and rail
strikes and the so-called Winter of
Discontent of 1978-1979.
In 1983, Hosken became the
Corporation’s transport & environment

MEMORIES
correspondent, a wide brief which also
included local government. At this stage,
leftist opposition to government policies
had transferred from the unions to local
government and Hosken now reported on
Margaret Thatcher’s running battles with
Ken Livingstone’s GLC, among others.
But John Hosken was probably most in
his element as a commentator on great State
events that included the State Opening of
Parliament and the Service of Remembrance
at The Cenotaph. In April 1987, he broadcast
from the memorial service at Canterbury
Cathedral for the 193 victims of the Herald
of Free Enterprise ferry disaster. A career
highlight was his commentary in May 1982
on the historic visit to Coventry by
Pope Jean Paul II.
After leaving the BBC, Hosken enjoyed
a successful freelance career, presenting
many programmes for Omnibus on the
World Service
In 1978, he married the BBC producer,
Gillian Gray. He is survived by his three
children, Andrew, Petrie and James from a
previous marriage.
Andrew Hosken

Former BBC Radio
Senior Producer

One of the BBC’s real characters passed away
this week, my dad – Barry Littlechild.
Known as ‘The Film Man’, his whole life was
‘film’ in one way or another.
He started as a weekend projectionist for
Lord Sidney Bernstein (boss of Granada) and
showed films to the biggest names – Chaplin,
Bergman, Bacall and Hitchcock. He loved it.
He joined the BBC as a Trainee Film
Assistant, in 1966, at TFS Ealing and was
soon made Royal Projectionist, taking the
Queen’s Christmas message to the Palace for
her to see on 16mm film.
He also had a passion for radio and
soon mastered the art of tape editing. Sent
on a trainee studio managers’ course, he
accidentally wiped the whole wedding
sequence on Wagoner’s Walk, a long running
soap. He thought he was for the sack. Luckily,
the producer was Piers Plowright, who said,
‘Don’t worry, Barry, the actors will love you,
as they will get paid again!’
He became boss of BBC Film Unit at
Maida Vale and then Senior Producer at
Broadcasting House. He saved money by
using his own equipment to make up a
recording studio. When the unit moved to
another part of BH, the engineers discovered
his ‘studio’ and apologised for such a poor
set up and paid for a beautiful new double
recording studio on the first floor. His boss,
Jonathan James-Moore, was over the moon
and dubbed it ‘The Littlechild Suite’.
He made many radio shows and worked
with his good friend Bob Monkhouse,
Norman Wisdom, Christopher Lee, Steve
Wright and countless others.

By 2012, the early stages of cancer were
showing. He didn’t want sympathy, saying
he’d had the greatest fortune in his life
and career.
His highlight was producing the special
anniversary edition of Movie-Go-Round, and
finding Peter Haigh, Peter Noble and Sir
Richard ‘Dickie’ Attenborough to do reports
within the programme.
He was a fantastic dad, and he adored his
wife Olga. I, along with my two brothers,
Nigel and Wayne, are so proud to have been
his sons. We miss him terribly.
Grant Littlechild
The photo shows (from left): Peter Noble,
Barry Littlechild, Sir Richard Attenborough and
Peter Haigh.

Musician and railway
enthusiast

Guy
Henderson,
who died on
10 April in his
85th year, not
only a highlyrespected
professional
musician but
also a Railway
enthusiast of
the highest order, whose legacy is there to
see in so many aspects of the present-day
Keighly & Worth Valley Railway (KWVR).
When the Railway reopened in 1968,
the stations were largely still in the rundown condition prevailing at the time of
withdrawal of passenger services in 1961.
Working to a tiny budget, Guy organised
a maintenance team and, very quickly, the
stations received a makeover.
Guy was born in Southend-on-Sea, but
his father’s work with the Halifax Building
Society took the family to Southport. From
here, Guy would regularly travel into
Liverpool for piano lessons and, to his
delight, this entailed using the Overhead
Railway. There followed further study at the
Royal Manchester College of Music; studying
in Manchester also provided the opportunity
for lots of thrilling runs from and to the
coast, behind Stanier Class 5s in particular.
National service brought an abrupt change
in the course of Guy’s musical development.
The Royal Signals Band, in which he played,
found itself short of a double-bass player
and he duly obliged. This was the instrument
with which he would be most closely
associated for the remainder of his life.
After a spell with the BBC at Cardiff, Guy
became orchestra manager with the Festival
Ballet (now English National Ballet). When
he took the Ballet to China in 1979 (the
first visit of a Western ballet company to the
country), he was not fooled by the official
Communist Party line that there were no
steam trains in the country and managed
to fit plenty of them into an already
complex itinerary.
Sadly, Guy suffered severely reduced
mobility in his later years, a difficult
period throughout which his wife Marian
was a tower of strength. However, his
enthusiasm for railways and life in general
remained undimmed. In him, we have lost a
profoundly human spirit and we extend
our deepest sympathy to Marian, Chris,
Tom and Molly.
John Sagar

Shepherds Bush
lighting electrician

Martin Falcon sadly died on 19 February.
Martin used to work for the BBC (Shepherds
Bush) as a lighting electrician from 1985 to
1997. He had fond memories of his time
there and of his work colleagues, and was
always very proud to have worked for
the BBC.
Martin had been suffering from lung
cancer since the middle of 2014 and had
been ill for a long time, but it still felt
sudden when he died.
He died peacefully at home though,
which is what he wanted as he didn’t want
to go into hospital or even a hospice.
Kath Falcon

Buckinghamshire BBC
Volunteer Visitor

Tributes have been
paid to Patricia
Burstall as a wellknown campaigner,
historian
and author.
Patricia, who was
the main organiser
of the annual Bisham
Open Gardens event
for more than 20 years
and was awarded the
British Empire Medal in the 2015 Queen’s
Birthday Honours List, died in hospital on
Friday, March 18 following a fall.
She fell outside her home in Bisham Road
on Monday, 14 March – less than a month
after her 80th birthday.
Born in 1941, her father, Colin, was part
of an RAF procurement team working in
America and was eventually stationed in
Dayton, Ohio, where she briefly lived and
went to school, before returning to England.
After the war, her parents divorced and
her father moved to the USA permanently,
settling in Missouri.
She maintained contact, making several
trips to see him and his new family – but
apparently always by ship, as she refused
to fly.
After studying English Literature at
Reading University, she worked for the BBC
at Broadcasting House as a secretary and
researcher until 1989, when she left to look
after her mother.
Patricia had been one of the BBC Volunteer
Visitors for the Bucks area since 1995.
She opened up her home to her group
and was well known for the afternoon teas
she organised.
A ‘stalwart supporter’ of All Saints Church,
in Bisham, as well as organising fundraising
events, she gave tours of the church for
visitors and took on a study of its history.
Across the river, she was also well known
as a member of Marlow Choral Society, for
which she arranged concerts, and for her
work with the Marlow Museum.
In 1981 she published her first book,
The Golden Age of the Thames, which she followed
up a few years later with The Golden Age of
the Bicycle.
She is survived by a half-brother and
half-sister.
Her funeral was held on Tuesday, 12 April,
at the All Saints Church, in Bisham.
The family of Patricia Burstall

A film editing legend

Dave King was regarded as one of the BBC’s
‘go to’ film editors, whose career spanned
50 years.
He collaborated with television trailblazers
like Alistair Milne, Jack Gold and Ken Russell
and later with many more top directors.
He always claimed his profound fascination
with film stemmed from seeing David Lean’s
classic production of Oliver Twist.
Born in 1939, Dave grew up in
Birmingham, a modest background. As a
boy his father bought him a projector to
further his passion and as a teenager Dave
acquired a Bolex 16mm camera.
Leaving school, he studied art at
Birmingham College, specialising in
photography. He joined the Birmingham
Evening Mail as a trainee photographer
but dreamed of becoming a
professional cameraman.
Because of his avid interest, in 1961 he was
accepted at the BBC in London as a trainee
assistant film editor.
Dave found he had an innate gift and love
for editing, so each programme he worked on
was imbued with his energy and flair.
His prolific credits make it impossible to
encapsulate his many achievements. The many
landmark programmes he edited include All
My Loving (1968); Dance of the Seven Veils (1970);
Don Quixote (1973), The Family (1974), African
Sanctus (1975), Reich’s Revolution (1979), Bleak
House (1985), Disaster at Valdez (1992), House of
Cards (1993/1997); and Ready When You Are
Mr McGill (2002).
He won two BAFTA editing awards: one for
A Rather English Marriage (1998), directed by Paul
Seed, and the other for Rain in My Heart (2007),
directed by Paul Watson.
He was thoroughly his own man. Sporting
his shaggy beard and long hair, Dave was
certainly no follower of fashion. He wore
his trademark sandals, whatever the weather,
avoided watches and proudly drove a 1960s
Morris Traveller.
With his sunny disposition and warm
voice, he was engaging company and
widely admired.
Dave enjoyed wide cultural tastes and
treasured his teetering supply of CD classical
music; he harboured a lifelong obsession with
steam trains.
His colleagues and friends will miss him
greatly. But as a loving family man to his dear
wife Stella and to the rest of the family his loss
is just devastating.
Les Filby and Ken Locke
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In the name of decent citizens
Brian Wright worked for 25 years as an education adviser to the BBC, in Belfast, Nottingham,
Birmingham and London. He retired in 1993 and, like so many retirees, made good use of his
time by visiting Australia in 2000. That’s when he realised that an old family connection had a
special place in that country’s history, and he decided to write a book about it.
Tell us about your book
As the Australian nation
awaited the Grand
Opening of the Sydney
Harbour Bridge, back
in 1932, Jack Lang,
the ‘Red’ Premier of
New South Wales,
approached the ribbon,
scissors in hand. He
had offended King
George V by insisting on opening the bridge
himself, but it turned out the King wasn’t the
only one offended…
New South Wales was polarised at the time
between the Left, with its Labour Irish Catholic
roots, and the Right, which was strongly
Anglo-Australian and pro-Empire.
The book tells the story of how emigrant
Irishman, Frank De Groot, stormed in to
declare the bridge open in ‘the name of decent
citizens of New South Wales’.
Even though De Groot was an Irish Catholic,
he was a very strong loyalist who had a
distinguished record in the First World War.
The aftermath saw uproar, Government
censorship and De Groot confined briefly to
the madhouse. Despite or perhaps because of
that, De Groot and what he did that day has
passed into Australian folklore.

How did you come to learn of
the story?
De Groot’s wife Bessie was my wife’s great
aunt and I met Frank many times after they

retired to Dublin. I was 22 when I first met
him and he was 72.
Although we talked of his exploits in
Australia, it was only when I visited the
country on holiday in 2000 that I realised
how famous – or, depending on your point
of view, notorious – he was.

Is the book Frank’s ‘first-hand’
account of what happened, or
did you have to carry out
additional research?
I gained access to Frank’s personal papers,
which had been sold to the state of New
South Wales and also carried out research
in Britain, reading international newspaper
clippings from that time.

What were the consequences
for De Groot of his actions?
De Groot was eventually charged with
offensive behaviour, threatening a policeman
and ‘maliciously damaging a ribbon’. The
Government’s reaction turned public opinion
in De Groot’s favour, and a fundraiser was
organised which made £750 for his defence.
After a four-day trial, the charges for public
disorder and threatening a policeman were
dropped. He was found guilty of maliciously
damaging a ribbon and fined £5.
Interestingly, when he was on the bridge,
De Groot had almost decided not to go ahead
with it, but then Jack Lang and the officials
on the platform refused to sing the National
Anthem – and that, as they say, was that!

When did you write the book?
I started writing the book in 2001 and
secured an agent, who approached the
Australian Broadcasting Corporation, among
others. They published my book in 2007,
to dovetail with the 75th anniversary of the
event. When the rights reverted to me after
seven years, I decided to update it as a
kindle e-book.

Have you written any other
books, either before or after
you published Frank’s story?
I once co-authored a book on the history
of BBC education with John Cain, who was
Controller of Corporate Affairs.

What did you enjoy most about
working for the BBC?
The fact that it was a company of wonderful
people who were providing a great public
service for schools, colleges and adult learners.

What do you enjoy most about
your retirement?

CAPTION competition

CLASSIFIEDS

well – everything else has!’
The runner-up was Peter Harrison, who
suggested: ‘The three of us will now climb
inside this single garment while the talking
dog barks the word ‘knickers’.’
Post your entry to Prospero by Friday,
8 July 2016. Or, you can email your entry to
prospero@bbc.co.uk, with ‘caption
competition 3’ in the subject line.

West Dorset.
Comfortably furnished three-bedroom
cottage with gardens in quiet village close
to Beaminster and Lyme Bay coast.
Tel: 0118 934 1566
Menorca.
Detached villa sleeps 2-7. Private pool.
Air conditioned. Close amenities. For
brochure/prices phone 01621 741810,
or visit: www.menorcaholidayvilla.co.uk
Bude.
Two-bedroom retirement apartment
overlooking Bude Canal £184.5k. Contact
Alan Lafferty –
Tel: 01288 359541,
Email: aplafferty@btinternet.com or
Webbers Agents, Bude

The winner of
April’s caption
competition and
£10 voucher was
Mrs Gill Bibby
with: ‘Well, these
big knickers
didn’t take the
yellow dye too

Dordogne.
Farmhouse and converted barn in
peaceful hilltop village, private garden,
outstanding views. Sleeps 2/4. Fully
equipped. From £300 per week.
Email: Clare.c3@btinternet.com
Please include your BBC pension number.
Good luck!
Picture shows Peter Duncan and Percy
Thrower in the Blue Peter garden.

Yorkshire Region Annual
Reunion/Pensioners’ Lunch
Thursday 11 August, 12.30pm for 1pm,
once again at the popular venue, the Dower
House Hotel, Knaresborough.
Catch up with your former colleagues
at this superb venue and enjoy excellent
food!
Please pass on this information to those
you think may not know about the event.
Look forward to seeing you there!
Please contact Sue Pagdin on
0113 261 2613 or email spagdin1@aol.com
for details.

The freedom that it brings and the company
of good friends.
In the Name of Decent Citizens is available as
an e-book from amazon.co.uk at a price
of £1.99. (or the equivalent in Euros and
Australian, New Zealand, Canadian and
US dollars).

Venice, Giudecca.
Beautiful apartment in quiet, private
courtyard, sleeps 5, fully equipped.
Experience the real Venice.
Tel: 01260 227262
Email: maggieharwood1@btinternet.com

WIN
£10

Reunions

Prospero Classifieds, BBC Pension and
Benefits Centre, Broadcasting House,
Cardiff CF5 2YQ.
Please enclose a cheque made payable to:
BBC Central Directorate.
Rate: £6 for 20 words. In a covering letter
please include your pension number.

BBC Pensioners’
Association opens
its doors
At the April AGM a proposal to change the
Association’s constitution was put to the
135 members present at London’s Friends
Meeting House. This is so as to welcome
anyone to the Association who has a
pension from an arrangement to which
the BBC has contributed, not just retired
staff who are within the BBC Pension
Scheme administered by the BBC
Pension Trust.
The change means that those in
LifePlan, or a similar pension arrangement
into which the BBC has made
contributions, will be eligible to
join BBCPA.
After discussion, outgoing chairman
Hugh Sheppard asked for a show of hands
in favour of the change, which received
unanimous approval.
The highlight of the meeting was
when keynote speaker, Richard Ayre of the
BBC Trust, spoke of ‘The BBC: Past, Present
and Then?’ His unique experience on
both sides of the BBC’s relationship with
the Governors and subsequently the BBC
Trust had the rapt attention of a full hall.
For details about the BBC Pensioners’
Association, see the panel on page 5.
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