
N E W S  •  M E M O R I E S  •  C L A S S I F I E D S  •  Y O U R  L E T T E R S  •  O B I T U A R I E S  •  C R O S P E R O

The newspaper for BBC pensioners – with highlights from Ariel online

February  2015 • Issue 1

Recognition for Tristan da 
Cunha’s UK representative
Page 6

BBC Three to 
move online
Page 8

Pension 
increase 2015
Page 2

Memories of 
Churchill
Page 7



PROSPERO FEBRUARY 2015

02 BBC PENSIONS

Prospero is provided free of charge to retired BBC 
employees, or to their spouses and dependants. 
Prospero provides a source of news on former 
colleagues, developments at the BBC and pension 
issues, plus classified adverts. 

To advertise in Prospero, please see page 12.  
To view Ariel online, please visit www.bbc.co.uk/ariel.

Please send your editorial contributions, or comments/
feedback, to: Prospero, BBC Pension and Benefits Centre, 
Broadcasting House, Cardiff CF5 2YQ.  
Email: prospero@bbc.co.uk

Please make sure that any digital pictures you send are 
scanned at 300 dpi.

The next issue of Prospero will appear in April 2015.  
The copy deadline is Friday, 27 February 2015. 

F or Old Benefits, New Benefits and 
Career Average Benefits (2006) 
members, the increase under the 
rules of the Scheme will be 1.6%. 

This figure is based on the rise in the Retail 
Prices Index (RPI) for the calendar year 
ending 31 December 2014.

For Career Average Benefits (2011) 
members, the increase under the rules of the 
Scheme will be 0.5%; this is based on the 
rise in the Consumer Prices Index (CPI) for 
the calendar year ending 31 December 2014.

Improvement in service
You would normally receive your pension 
increase letter, confirming any change, at the 
beginning of April, followed by your annual 
payslip in mid-April and then your P60 in 
mid-May.

However, the Trustees are keen to improve 
the service they provide to the Scheme’s 
pensioners, and so this year will be sending 
out a letter that combines your pension 
increase information and April payslip 
together with your annual P60 (which 
shows how much pension you have received 
from the Scheme and the amount of tax 
deducted in the previous tax year). 

 The pensions team often gets calls from 
pensioners throughout the year requesting 
this information because they may have 
misplaced one or more of these important 
documents. It is hoped that by combining 
these three documents, it will be easier for 
pensioners to manage their paperwork.

Although your pension increase  
letter will be sent out a little later (on  
10 April), we hope that you will find it 
useful to receive your annual payslip and  
P60 information a little earlier than usual.

BBC Pension Scheme confirms 
pension increase for 2015
The increase to BBC pensions that have been in payment for at least 12 months will be applied from 1 April 2015. A proportionate 
increase will be applied if the pension has been in payment for less than 12 months.

 
[Title] [Initials] [Surname] 
[Address 1] 
[Address 2] 
[Address 3] 
[Address 4] 
Postcode 
Country 

Pension number M12345A 

Tax office (Ref. 951/BX) 0300 200 3300 

Pension service line 029 2032 2811 

Email myPension@bbc.co.uk 

Date 10 April 2015 
 
Dear [Title] [Surname]  
 
Under the Rules of the Scheme pensions in payment increase by the rise in the Retail Prices Index 
(RPI) for the previous calendar year ending on 31 December, up to a maximum of xx%.  The figure 
for December 2014 was x.x%.   
 
The annual pension used to calculate your increase is £xx,xxx.xx.  From 1 April 2015 you will 
therefore receive an additional £xx,xxx.xx p.a. taking your pension in payment to £xx,xxx.xx p.a.  
Your payment advice is shown below and your P60 is overleaf. 
 
As your pension increase is based on your pension as though you had not exchanged part of it for 
cash, HMRC requires the increase to be tested.  In some circumstances it will use up some of your 
Lifetime Allowance (LTA).  This year the increase used x.xx% of the standard LTA (£1.25m) and so 
the percentage of the standard LTA used up by this pension is now xxx.xx%.   
 
If you have more than one pension in payment from the Scheme, then you must add the percentages 
shown on the pension increase letters together.  Note that a percentage will not be shown on the 
pension increase letter for a pension which started before 6 April 2006, so please contact the 
pension service line if you require this information. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Ian Cutter, Head of Pension Shared Services 
 
 
 

 
 
Payment advice for period ending 15/05/2015 
 

Payments £ Deductions £ Totals to Date £ 
Basic Pension x,xxx.xx UK Income Tax x,xxx.xx Gross x,xxx.xx 
Cumulative Increases x,xxx.xx Club Lottery x.xx Tax xxx.xx 
Levelling Adjustment -xxx.xx Club Membership x.xx   
Arrears Increase xx.xx     
      
      
Total x,xxx.xx Total xxx.xx   
   

Annual Pension xx,xxx.xx Net x,xxx.xx Tax Code xxxL 
 

 

 

 

P60 End of Year Certificate Tax year to 5 April 2015 

 
This form shows the total pension for 
Income Tax purposes paid to you by 
us in the year. 
 

 
Issued by (fund name and address) 

BBC Pension Scheme 
Pension and Benefits Centre 
Broadcasting House 
Cardiff 
CF5 2YQ 

PAYE 
reference 951/BX 
 
Pensioner’s details 
 
  

Surname 
 

  

 Forenames or initials  

 
National Insurance number Pension payroll number 

 

 
   

 

 
 
Pension and Income Tax details 

       
  Pay                       £          p  Tax deducted       £          p  Figures 

shown here 
should be 
used for 
your tax 
return, if 
you get one 

 

 
 

In previous  
employments(s)      

  Pension  Tax deducted  
If net refund mark ‘R’ 

 

 
 

Pension  
paid by us  

 
 

  

   

  Pension / Pay  Tax deducted   

 Total for Year      

 

 Final tax code    
 

 
To the pensioner 
 

Please keep this certificate in a safe place.  You will need it if you have to fill in a tax return, make 
a claim for tax credits or to renew your claim.  You can also use it to check we are using your 
correct National Insurance number. 
By law you are required to tell the HM Revenue & Customs about any income that is not fully 
taxed, even if you are not sent a tax return. 

 
P60(substitute) 

  

Pensioner Trustee Election

Here’s what the new combined document will look like. On one side you will have the pension increase information and April 
payment advice, and on the other your P60. This new-style P60 has been agreed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs.

Retired members of the BBC Pension Scheme recently 
voted for a new Pensioner Trustee; we would like to thank 
everyone who took part in the ballot. At the time this issue 
of Prospero went to print, the results were not yet known, so 
we will post the name of the successful candidate on the 
pension website (www.bbc.co.uk/mypension) during the 
week commencing 9 February. 

RPI  1.6%

CPI  0.5%

for the year ending 31/12/2014
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R eaders of Prospero may remember 
that the BBCPA recently developed 
an online database to enable 
former members of staff to create 

their own ‘Wikipedia-like’ autobiographical 
entries for posterity – with facts, memories 
and opinions about their time at the BBC, 
together with photographs or audio.

We have created this with the knowledge, 
help and blessing of the BBC itself. Indeed 
the BBC has agreed to allow us to link with 
the Genome database of programme listings 
from the Radio Times created by Tony Ageh  
and his archive development team. 

This will enable individuals documenting 
memories to pin these to specific TV or radio 
programmes and for anyone who worked for 
the BBC to have a ‘page’ in its history. 

Entries can be edited, deleted and added 

to endlessly over time to build up a large, 
searchable database of unofficial BBC history 
by us – the people who ‘were the BBC’. 

For a number of reasons the Memory Bank 
– as it’s been called – is only available at 
present as a prototype to members of the 
Association, through the closed area of its 
website. However, the plan has always been 
to improve it and to open it up to anyone 
who has worked for the BBC in any capacity 
and to make the entries available to the 
public to view. 

To improve and open up the Memory Bank 
(probably to be renamed ‘Memories of the 
BBC’ to make it clear it is not a BBC brand), 
the Pensioners’ Association needs to create 
a charitable trust. There are two reasons for 
this. The first is that it enables us to seek 
and accept outside funding. We have used 
as much of the BBCPA’s money as seems 
reasonable and we do not want to use BBC 
money – even if any were available. 

There are many improvements we would 
like to make to the software that we use 
and these cost money. And many memories 
– especially those from older members of 
staff – can only be obtained through written 
submissions or audio recordings. These 
would need processing to get them into 
electronic form and some kind of editorial 
eye needs to be kept on what is submitted. 

This also costs money if it is to be done well, 
combined with voluntary effort. 

The second reason is that the Association 
needs to protect itself against inaccurate or 
slanderous entries which – we were advised 
– can make individuals on the Association 
committee personally liable. This protection 
can be achieved by creating a limited liability 
charitable trust. 

To be considered for charitable status we 
have to show that there is public value in 
what we are doing. To that end we now have 
the strong written endorsement in the idea 
from the BBC itself, from the BBC’s official 
historian, Professor Jean Seaton, and also 
from Roly Keating, the chief executive  
of the British Library.

We will keep you in touch with progress 
through future issues of Prospero.

BBCPA takes next step to 
preserve memories of BBC

Three years on from his report into 
BBC local radio, John Myers says the 
network has ‘gone backwards’ and 
should shift focus to the over 65s.

The independent radio consultant 
believes the stations are ‘sailing their 
boat in the wrong direction’ by chasing 
younger listeners.

Writing in his blog, he says: ‘The giant 
oil tanker that is BBC Radio 2 is killing 
any growth and it will continue to do so 
unless they move older. What’s more,  
it is where they can reign supreme.  
It’s not just the obvious move, it’s the 
smart move.

‘FACT: The 65+ market is the fastest 
growing population in the UK and no 
one is serving them.’

He bemoans the BBC’s decision to 
ignore his proposal – outlined in 2012’s 
BBC-commissioned review – to axe half 
of the stations’ managing editors to save 
money. Without the cull, he claimed,  
the ‘worst’ of them had been allowed to 
‘coast along’. 

Show them success
Charter renewal will put the spotlight 
on a local radio network that is leaking 
listeners, Myers expects. ‘Dark clouds are 
forming and big decisions are required,’ 
he says.

A BBC spokesperson said Myers  
was mistaken in his views: ‘BBC local 
radio already targets an older audience 
and is proud of its record among the  
over 65s.’

Myers tells  
local radio to 
‘move older’

Complete the square by using the clues; these apply only to words 
running across. Then take these words in numerical order and 
extract the letters indicated by a dot. If your answers are correct, 
these letters will spell out the names of two Children’s Hour series. 

Please send your answers in an envelope marked ‘Crospero’ to The 
Editor, Prospero, BBC Pension and Benefits Centre, Broadcasting 
House, Cardiff CF5 2YQ, by 6 March 2015. The winner will receive a 
£10 voucher.

CLUES
1. Nuisance (4); 2. Like a judge (5); 3. Organ (3); 4. Pull along (3);  
5. Fish eggs (3); 6. Misery (3); 7. Single (3); 8. Neither (3); 9. Dried stalks (5);  
10. Apportion (4); 11. Illness (4); 12. Disease (10); 13. Not quite a dame (4); 
14. High point (4); 15. Depressions (5); 16. Colour (3); 17. Chess 
assessment (3); 18. Wrath (3); 19. Children’s game (3); 20. Males (3);  
21. Expire (3); 22. Mental attitude (5); 23. Digits (4).

Solution to Crospero 182: Satyr; Had; Hero; Italic; Ripon; Gel; Sea; Use; 
Gun; Are; Eat; Cold; Fret; Pad; Bat; Beg; Son; Hat; Nut; Ether; Senior; Elms; 
Dam; Sends. The Ghost Story for Christmas was The Treasure of Abbot 
Thomas by MR James. The winner of Crospero 182 was Derek Page  
of Bristol.
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‘We do not want to 
use BBC money’ 

Calling Old Centralians!
Retired network radio producer  
David France has launched an appeal to 
locate former pupils of a well known 
Sheffield school among BBC alumni. 

David is an old boy of High Storrs 
Grammar School, Sheffield (whose former 
pupils were known as ‘Old Centralians’ 
due to its origins in the Central Secondary 
School in the city centre), and he has taken 
on the role of newsletter editor.

The present school, no longer a grammar 
school but a specialist centre for performing 
arts, has had a multi-million pound 
refurbishment within its well-preserved 
Art Deco style, and is rated by OfSTED 
as ‘outstanding’. But recently the Old 
Centralians Association has been  
disbanded and replaced by the newly 

formed High Storrs Alumni Register, with 
members being known as HighStorrians.

Former pupils are invited to attend 
reunions and, more especially, to participate 
in mentoring and similar support 
schemes. A particular theme is targeted at 
encouraging pupils to believe in themselves 
through the example of other ‘back street 
kids’ who have done well.

Says David, ‘We already know of several 
celebrity alumni including Paul Heiney and 
actors Tom Ellis, Jessica Ransom, Andrew 
Hawley and Jeff Rawle, but the chance to 
reach other BBC and ex-BBC people would 
be extremely valuable.’

To sign up, visit the school website at 
www.highstorrs.co.uk/our-school/alumni/ 
and register there. 

David adds: ‘The school, where I was a 
pupil from 1953-58, occupies a prominent 
position overlooking the Peak District 
boundary and has always been rated as one 
of the region’s best schools but in my view 
it has never been better than it is today.’ 

A major reunion is to be held at the 
school on 25 April 2015.

The BBC Pensioners’ Association (BBCPA) is aiming to create a charitable trust in order to take its 
‘Memory Bank’ project to the next level. BBCPA committee members David Allen and George Auckland 
report on the Association’s work in this area.



PROSPERO FEBRUARY 2015

LETTERS04

Fond memories of 
presentation suite
Seeing the name Valerie Pitts and the picture 
in Prospero reminded me of one of the happiest 
periods of my BBC career. 

I had just been upgraded to ‘cameraman 
class 2’ in 1964 and found myself in the 
presentation suite. While my time with the 
recently-launched BBC Two offered a chance for 
more creativity, panning and zooming to my 
heart’s content on the opening sequence each 
evening, next door in BBC One, evenings were 
spent in a pleasantly social way. After covering 
the weather spot with Bert Ford & Co., my time 
spent with the announcers – you’ll remember 
that this was the era when they popped up 
to introduce each programme, splendidly 
adorned in their finery – was most pleasurable! 
We would discuss work, of course – like how 
to show them off at their best with a different 
angle or zoom position – but the rest of the 
time was passed with chat about one’s daily 
cares and gossip. Valerie Pitts was one of the 
regulars; the others, in my day, were Meryl 
O’Keefe, Anne Gregg and Judith Chalmers. 
They were all lovely. Happy days for a 20-year 
old, who, I suggest, like all of my colleagues in 
those far-off days, loved his daily ‘stint’!
Chris Blount

Sub-regional  
multi-taskers
Very interesting to see the picture of  
Valerie Pitts in the original BBC South  
studio at Southampton. 

I am pleased to send a photograph of 
Camera Two now sporting its zoom lens…  
this was shared between the three cameras  
so it had to be pre-booked! 

Re Valerie, I well remember being the only 
engineer with the courage at the time to 
help her put on a personal microphone on 
the occasion when she was required to move 
about the tiny studio as a presenter. 

There was no radio microphone facility 
available then but a ‘small’ BK6 mic could be 
worn on a necklace-type halter...easy for men 
as it could be disguised under a tie but for a 
female it had to be attached to the dress top 
and the neckline attached to the chest with 
double-sided sellotape! The cable had to be 
threaded through the clothing. An unusual duty 
for a just-recruited young trainee engineer, but 
in the local studios such as Southampton there 
were many unusual duties undertaken by what 
were described then as staff at ‘sub-regional 
studios’ – we were the first of the multi-taskers! 
Pete Simpkin
Engineer Southampton 1963-1971

News for a ‘rich old 
white’ audience
According to the Head of BBC News, ‘rich 
old white people’ get a better service than 
those from poorer backgrounds and ethnic 
minorities.

He says the balance must be redressed, but 
we wonder how. When we worked for BBC 
News, bulletins were compiled from stories 
considered to be either important or having 
a general interest appeal.

To alter that criteria base in order to cater 
for a particular group or groups could well 
result in the present core of loyal viewers and 
listeners becoming alienated.
Arthur Binnie and Keith Webster

Bing Crosby  
master tape
I read with interest John F Burton’s article 
about the Sounds Natural programme with Bing 
Crosby in the October 2014 issue  
of Prospero. 

Before I retired seven years ago, I used 
to work for BBC Information and Archives 
in Bristol. For the last four or five years, I 
catalogued all the regional opt-out television 
programmes and network radio tapes stored 
in the Bristol vaults. 

Although not officially part of the BBC’s 
archive, many programmes from the 1970s 
on (and some even dating back to the 
1950s) were retained in Bristol and had not 
been destroyed.

These included an almost complete run of 
Down Your Way, various poetry series including 
Time for Verse and Poetry Please, as well as many 
radio dramas – including an early Dennis 
Potter play. Among the numerous Natural 
History radio tapes that I catalogued there 
were a number in the series Sounds Natural 
and Through my Window with celebrities such 
as Joyce Grenfell, Eric Morecambe, Bernard 
Cribbins, Spike Milligan and... Bing Crosby. 
So I can assure John that the master tape  
does survive. 

After I left the BBC all the radio tapes were 
moved from Bristol to the BBC’s new archive 
storage facility at Perivale where I am assured 
they are being preserved and made available 
for use by current programme makers.
Chris O’Brien
Bristol

Mark Whyberd
Mark Whyberd is remembered with affection 
by everyone who worked in the film cutting 
rooms on the 7th floor at Lime Grove. No-
one ever thought he was dyslexic, which 
I guess is possible, but science can’t really 
explain the greatest malapropist we will ever 
meet in our lifetimes.

Because Mark was in charge of Film 
Traffic on Newsnight, he was constantly asked 
to provide movies, or find movies with stars 
such as Simon Siggnorett, or Francis Truffitt 
as he insisted on calling them. We would 
almost weep with joy when he informed 
someone on the phone that the movie on 
BBC tomorrow or the day after was Jason and 
the Aggronauts, A Bridge Nearly Too Far Away, or 
above all, Fannyheit 451. When he moved to 
a lonely office in Wood Lane, everyone felt 
that a light was passing out of our lives. We 
would never hear the like again.
Julius Hogben

Spicer on Today  
in Scotland
Alan Muirhead’s ‘Today in Scotland’ letter 
(Prospero, December 2014) does indeed spark 
many memories for those who were  
involved in BBC Scotland in the Sixties –  
and beyond. His list of names is particularly 
evocative of the early days of development in 
News and Current Affairs. The late Geoffrey 
Cameron, in particular, later became editor  
of radio Current Affairs and was an 
outstanding leader and producer. I am 
mortally wounded to be missing from Alan’s 
list, though he took my place when I left radio 
for TV, but frankly I had nearly forgotten him 
too. Hi, Alan, we must compare notes one day.

At our age, memory can be unreliable 
and my recollections of that period differ 
somewhat from Alan’s. As I remember it, 
early morning opt-outs (twice a week 
from Glasgow and Edinburgh, once from 
Aberdeen) were a feature of the Scottish 
Home Service from earlier in the Sixties.  

Regarding Olive Trevett’s memories 
(Prospero, October 2014), while she was 
working at Alexandra Palace on the day,  
I can confirm that it was not Dennis Wray 
as recalled but Gavin Gray who was a 
senior duty news editor. 

He had previously had a short spell 
on camera when from 22 March 1957, 
Donald Baverstock, Editor of Current 
Affairs TV programme Tonight,  
introduced a short news summary  
into the programme, transmitted from 
Egton House and read by a senior duty 
news editor. 

Gray read the first news summary  
(later joined by Palmer (Ritz) Ritzema  
and John Mackinnon) in what turned  
out to be a short-lived experiment  
and he read the last news summary on 
21 August 1957. On 13 June 1965, Gray 
stepped in for Richard Baker to read the 
18:10 News on BBC One, due to a clerical 
error on the newsreaders’ rota. Gray’s 
appearance caused much attention in  
the national press the following day,  
as he wore a sports jacket and a pullover 
instead of the more normal dress of a  
suit, and a photo appeared in the Daily Mail. 
I had all this confirmed by Mr Gray himself 
in 1986 when I contacted him while 
researching the history of BBC TV News. 

I can also confirm Douglas Cooksey’s 
memory that Nan Winton was indeed 
the first female newsreader on national 
television for the BBC (Armine Sandford 
had the distinction of being the first 

woman to read the news on BBC regional 
television when she presented the West 
Region’s daily news bulletins from the 
Bristol studios in 1957). 

On 19 June 1960, Winton became the 
first woman to read the national news on 
BBC TV, when she made her debut reading 
the Sunday bulletins. The former wife of 
ex-Crossroads actor Charles Stapley, Winton 
was a BBC TV announcer (1958-61), 
reporter on Panorama (1959), and presenter  
on BBC Radio’s In Town Tonight and BBC TV’s 
regional news magazine programme  
Town And Around (1959-60). In March 1961 
the Daily Mail reported that Winton had 
been dropped from reading the late  
night bulletins and from the news  
reading team for the second time in  
recent months and read her last bulletin  
on 14 March 1961.

Regarding Valerie Pitts (later Lady Solti) 
she was trained at RADA (1955-57) and 
worked in the theatre and later for several 
ITV broadcasters: Granada, Associated 
Rediffusion, Anglia and Tyne Tees (1959-
60) where she interviewed within their 
regional news magazine programme  
North East Roundabout. She left the programme  
in 1960 to marry James Sargeant who  
was stage manager of the Sadler’s Wells 
Opera Company. 

Valerie introduced the first space flight 
with Yuri Gagarin and was on duty when 
the first satellite pictures were received 
from Goonhilly Downs. Valerie joined the 
BBC in 1960 and was an in-vision BBC 
TV announcer from 1962-65 working 
alongside Judith Chalmers, Meryl O’Keefe 
and Sheila Tracey. 

She was a friend of Play School presenter 
Carole Ward from their RADA days 
and had been working on various ITV 
networks when Carole recommended 
her to programme editor Joy Whitby. 
Pitts said she wanted to diversify and do 
more than just introduce programmes 
as an announcer, so joined the team of 
presenters on Play School from 1965-69.
Paul R Jackson 

Short-lived news 
summary at AP

Gavin Gray 
©Associated Newspapers

In one of my editions from Edinburgh, in 
1964, we covered the opening of the Forth 
Road Bridge. Until ten minutes before we 
went on air, my on-site reporter Alasdair 
Dunnett could see absolutely nothing 
through the early morning fog. Fortunately, 
the fog lifted magically as the Queen’s 
limousine approached.

In 1968, Alan and I passed each other 
in the Falkirk railway tunnel as I moved to 
Glasgow to become producer of the television 
Current Affairs output and he became GPP 
(general programme producer) Edinburgh. 
He’s right, the BBC does love its acronyms. I 
don’t think he is right, however, when he says 
that the weekly programme he produced was 
called Current Account – that was my title for the 
new television Current Affairs series. I think  
the radio series might have been called  
Scotland 68. 

Alan rightly recognises Catherine Smith 
as the brilliant production secretary who 
worked for us both – it’s just a pity she’s  
not here to keep us right.
Matt Spicer
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Patrick/ 
Pat Newman?
I am an assistant producer working on a BBC 
television programme looking at the internal 
correspondence between the staff and stars 
over the decades.

I am trying to get any information on 
a BBC member of staff called Patrick (Pat) 
Newman who was the Variety Booking 
Manager in Television between 1946-1973. 

He is now deceased but I would love to 
get any recollections or contacts from people 
who knew him. 
Tanya Rumins
Assistant Producer
Mobile: 07765 048721
Email: Tanya.Rumins@bbc.co.uk

Alright again
It wasn’t my intention to claim that the 
expression ‘It’s alright leaving me’ originated 
in Belfast Control Room, but I can quite see 
that Iain King (and others?) could have read 
it that way.

No, I was just saying that it was the 
routine of checking back down the broadcast 
chain from station to station that led to the 
phrase – I just happened to hear it at the 
furthest point, Ormeau Avenue.
Graeme Aldous

Happy endings  
at Lime Grove
I’ve been reading with interest – and proper 
nostalgia – your pieces about sound and 
dubbing at Lime Grove.

I worked as a film editor in Current Affairs 
Group (CAG), from trainee in ’64 to editor 
in ‘70mumble (after which, as you did, I 
went into production, first in CAG, then 
in Science and Features, as they were then 
known). Most of my CAG work was at Lime 
Grove, starting on Tonight. 

It has been interesting to read about the 
sound recordists’ experiences in telecine. 
Our major encounters with sound were in 
dubbing at LGS, which was both fraught and 
huge fun. We were quite close to the bone, 
much of the time, and I remember that there 
was a TV set at the back of the theatre, where 
we could see the programme on air. We 
knew the running order, and the ‘interesting’ 
moments were when we could see the  
item before ours being transmitted while 
we were still dubbing. Most of the time, we 
made it. Occasionally we’d phone down a 
warning that we weren’t going to be ready, 
and the gallery team in studio made their 
money the hard way…

We got to know the dubbing crews pretty 
well. Dave Simpson and Pat Whittaker were 
our mainstays; both extremely efficient, but 
quite different in style. Pat used to work 
with Maureen Burdon on grams; she was 
both charming and extraordinarily gifted 
at the job. There were longish bits of mute 
archive or news footage to cover (this was 
during the Vietnam war and quite a lot of it 
involved riots and bangs) and Maureen had 
her disks – 78rpm in those days – ready to 
fill. I remember seeing (hearing) these scenes 
coming magically to life as she hopped from 
deck to deck. Amazingly, I saw her drop some 
gunfire in sync. Not possible, but she did it.

It was a highly creative process. She and Pat 
used to argue about which effects to use, while 
we watched in admiration and amusement.  

Wrong photo

We used to say, affectionately, that they argued 
like an old married couple, and all the people 
I knew were absolutely delighted to hear that 
when Pat retired, they did get married. I still 
treasure that happy ending.

After the dub was done, one assistant editor 
would be waiting up in projection to grab the 
picture reel and wind it through a Selvyt cloth 
back onto a TK reel, of which we kept a supply, 
while in the sound recording suite below, 
another of us rewound and grabbed the final 
mix, then one of us would run like hell down 
through the notorious Lime Grove fire escapes, 
through the film store in the middle, to the 
telecine block at the back. No time for steps; 
you jumped each flight. I never knew how we 
didn’t break the iron landings… 
Peter Ceresole
London

I WAS VERY pleased and surprised at  
the response to my article ‘Memories of film 
at Lime Grove’ in the October edition of 
Prospero. I certainly did not expect to  
be remembered from those distant 1960s 
days. Most of my time was spent in the 
workshop in Smith’s Yard servicing Nagra, 
Perfectone and EMI portable tape recorders. 

The EMI machines had a ‘keep fit’ hand  
crank tape rewind mechanism and the  
early type were valve operated and came 
with 90 and 6v batteries. It seems very 
primitive now, but it worked.

The old dubbing theatre had a Mellotron 
organ, which looked like a traditional  
sit-down organ with keyboard but which 
used lengths of magnetic tape, each normally 
recorded with a musical note for each key. 
When a key was pressed, a pinch wheel 
pressed that tape on to a common rotating 
capstan running the length of the machine. 
The difference with the dubbing theatre 
instrument was that the tapes were recorded 
with sound effects. It was a convenient and 
easily accessible source of effects, until the 
tapes became tangled. 

I remember the dubbing mixer Dave 
Simpson and can add to the other names  
that Andrew Barr mentioned – they  
were Joe Parsons, Gerry Barnett and  
Graham Aldridge.

I have more photos of the Keller theatre,  
if anyone would like copies or just to get  
in touch. Please email me at  
nick@nickajennings.plus.com
Nick Jennings

Visiting Scheme  
If you would like a visit or information on 
how to become a volunteer visitor, please 
ring the Service Line on 029 2032 2811. 

Queries  
For benefit and pension payroll queries,  
call the Service Line on 029 2032 2811  
or email mypension@bbc.co.uk

Prospero  
To add or delete a name from the  
distribution list, ring the Service Line on  
029 2032 2811. Prospero is provided  
free of charge to retired BBC employees. 
On request, we will also send it to spouses 
or dependants who want to keep in touch 
with the BBC. Prospero is also available on 
audio disc for those with sight impairment. 
To register, please ring the Service Line. 
Alternatively, it is also available online  
at www.bbc.co.uk/mypension,  
under ‘Documents’.

BBC Club  
The BBC Club in London has a retired 
category membership costing £30 a year 
or £39 a year for family membership. 
Pre-1997 life members are not affected. 
Regional clubs may have different 
arrangements. Please call BBC Club 
London administration office on 020 8752 
6666 or email bbc.club@bbc.co.uk

Benevolent Fund 
This is funded by voluntary contributions 
from the BBC and its purpose is to protect 
the welfare of staff, pensioners and their 
families. Grants are made at the discretion 
of the Trustees. They may provide 
assistance in cases of unforeseen financial 
hardship, for which help from other sources 
is not available. Telephone: 029 2032 2811.

Prospero Society  
Prospero Society is the only section of the 
BBC Club run by and for retired BBC staff 
and their spouses. Its aim is to enable BBC 
pensioners to meet on a social basis for 
theatre visits, luncheons, coach outings etc.

The Prospero Society is supported by 
BBC Club funds so as to make events 
affordable. The only conditions (apart from 
paying a small annual subscription) are 
that you must be a BBC pensioner and a 
member of the BBC Club. Peter Mirams 
would be happy to answer questions from 
potential members (email: pmirams@
btinternet.com), but if you would like an 
application form please contact:

Wai Man, BBC Club, MC4 C4 - 201 Media 
Centre, Wood Lane, London W12 7TQ 
Tel: 0208 752 6666 
Email: bbc.club@bbc.co.uk

BBC SHOP discount 
Get 10% off your order at BBCShop.com

Enter code BBC0001 under ‘redeem  
a promotion code’ at checkout 
FREE UK Delivery

Orders can also be placed over the phone 
by calling 01788 821 107 and quoting  
code BBC0001.

Terms & Conditions: Discount code 
BBC0001 entitles BBC pensioners to 10% 
off your order at BBCShop.com. Offer is not 
valid with any other promotional discount 
or offer and subject to availability. Only one 
discount code can be used per transaction. 
BBC Shop reserves the right to change, 
amend or discontinue the offer at any time 
without prior notice. Products are available 
whilst stocks last. Free delivery to UK only. 
Standard BBC Shop Terms & Conditions 
apply. Promoter: BBC Worldwide Ltd. 
Contact (UK) 01788 821107 (charged at 
basic rate) with any queries. See website  
for full Terms & Conditions.

BBC PA  
For details of how to join the Pensioners’ 
Association, see the panel on the left.

CONTACTS

Eric Spain contacted us to say that we had published the wrong photo in his article about 
experimental colour television (Prospero, December 2014). The photo we published was of 
the top brass of BBC engineering at Eversham training school, whereas Eric intended for 
this photo to be published, showing the whole crew in the television studio. We’re very 
sorry for the error! Eric also says he would be happy for former colleagues to contact 
him via email. His email address is ericjs@netvigator.com
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MBE for BBC pensioner

I n a past issue of Prospero, we reported 
on the work of Chris Bates, former BBC 
press officer and local radio producer, 
who was asked to act as the ‘voice’  

in the outside world of the 265 British 
citizens who live on the world’s most  
remote inhabited island, Tristan da Cunha.

In the New Year 2015 Honours List 
(Diplomatic Service and Overseas List),  
Chris was awarded the MBE for ‘services  
to Tristan da Cunha interests in the UK  
and worldwide’. 

Chris’s career in journalism started at 
age 16, when he left school in Grimsby to 
become a junior reporter on the Lincolnshire 
Standard weekly newspaper at Boston, later 
working in newspaper offices in Skegness, 
Grimsby, Barton-on-Humber and Brigg 
before moving to the Lancashire Evening Telegraph 
in Blackburn in 1967.

He studied journalism at Harlow Technical 
College in Essex and joined the BBC as 
one of the team pioneering local radio in 
1970 on BBC Radio Blackburn (now BBC 
Lancashire). After more than 10 years as 
a producer, news reader and presenter, he 

BBC pensioner honoured with MBE for his work on behalf of the world’s most remote inhabited island.

BBC pensioner’s exhibition 
helps church funds

B rian Hawkins’ recent autumn 
photographic exhibition raised  
nearly £700 for his local church 
in Winford, North Somerset. His 

eclectic selection of photographs taken by him 
over the past few years well illustrated life in 
the City of Cork and in the County of Kerry.

Some of the images were of a quirky 
nature such as ‘A Quick Dash Back from 
the Beach’ and ‘Anon in a Digital Age’, and 
others were more serious human studies 
as illustrated in ‘Sad News’, reporting on 
the effects on a European city of the recent 
economic downturn. 

moved to the BBC TV studios at Pebble Mill, 
Birmingham for a year in the press office, 
before transferring back to local radio at BBC 
Radio Humberside in Hull, then returning 
in 1984 to the Pebble Mill press office to 
take charge of the BBC’s English regional 
television publicity.

In 1995, leaving the BBC as senior  
press and publicity officer in the West 
Midlands, he joined the staff of the Royal 
Norwegian Embassy in London, to work  
on a public relations programme known  
as ‘Profile Norway’. 

It was at the Norwegian Embassy that 
Chris came to know several people on the 
world’s most remote inhabited island, Tristan 
da Cunha (which lies roughly halfway 
between South Africa and South America), 
where a Norwegian team had completed 
the first geological survey in 1938. He 
maintained the links and in 2005, was asked 
to edit the first book to be written by a 
Tristan islander, Rockhopper Copper, by its only 
full-time policeman, Inspector Conrad Glass. 
Accepting an invitation to visit the island – a 
seven-week journey to the middle of the 
South Atlantic Ocean – Chris was approached 
about being the islanders’ representative in 
the UK.

He agreed to take on the unpaid job and 
was sent on his first mission to Réunion 
Island (a French Département east of 
Madagascar, in the Indian Ocean) to a 
wildlife conservation conference (Tristan 
has two UNESCO World Heritage Sites: it 
is sometimes called ‘the Galapagos of the 
South Atlantic’). He has worked closely 
with Tristan’s Conservation Department, 
with UNESCO, the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds (RSPB) and conservation 
departments in the UK Overseas Territories.

In between attending meetings 
with conservationists, politicians, HM 
Government Ministers (including on one 
occasion, the Prime Minister), civil servants, 
business people and suppliers of goods, 
he has represented Tristan at meetings in 
New Caledonia (South Pacific), Greenland, 
Ascension Island, Cayman Islands, Gibraltar, 

Brussels, Corsica and the South of France, 
Isle of Man, The Netherlands and throughout 
the UK. (Travel to Tristan has been at  
Chris’s expense; travel costs outside the  
UK are normally met by conference 
organisers and costs in the UK are covered  
by the Tristan Government.)

Duties have been as varied as locating and 
posting (in brown paper parcels), new bus 
stops for the island’s only public transport 
route and a gravestone for the Tristan 
cemetery; organising vocational training for 
Tristan islanders on the Isle of Man; gaining 
international recognition for the bravery and 
hospitality of those involved in the rescue 
of the crew of the bulk carrier MS Oliva 
wrecked off Nightingale Island, Tristan and 
3,500 Northern Rockhopper penguins oiled 
by its leaking fuel; highlighting the necessity 

for a new hospital on Tristan and most 
recently, making UK Government Ministers 
and civil servants aware of the need to 
replace Tristan’s lifeline harbour (which is in 
imminent danger of collapse). Other requests 
have been as varied as supplying dog 
whistles for shepherds, souvenir badges, silk 
ties and police badges; providing ideas for 
new issues of Tristan’s sought-after postage 
stamps; helping cruise ship operators plan 
visits; and working to ensure the successful 
completion of 11 years’ negotiations to 
permit the sale of Tristan’s gourmet-quality 
lobster into the EU and UK markets.

The role has increasingly seen Chris 
representing Tristan at State occasions, 
including the State Opening of Parliament, 
the Commonwealth Day Commemoration  
in Westminster Abbey, the funeral of Baroness 
Thatcher in St. Paul’s Cathedral and HM The 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, when 
Tristan islanders’ lighting of a beacon from 
cut-down invasive plant species to honour 
the occasion, led to the Chief Islander being 
interviewed live on BBC Radio 4’s The World 
At One. 

With his wife, Julie Bates (who works 
as National Coordinator of the trade body, 
UKTram) he has been among the guests on 
several occasions in Buckingham Palace.

Chris’s role with Tristan da Cunha was 
taken over on 1 January 2015 by a new UK 
representative, Chris Carnegy, assisted by 
former island education adviser, Jim Kerr, in 
the new role as UK adviser.

The website of the Tristan da Cunha 
Government and the Tristan da Cunha 
Association is on www.tristandc.com

‘Chris’s duties have included locating and 
posting (in brown paper parcels) new  
bus stops for the island’s only public 
transport route’

There were also photographs in  
traditional landscape style, recording  
the beautiful views of the Irish countryside. 

Visitors to the exhibition included 
those from Japan and America, who were 
on vacation nearby. Among the many 
appreciative comments, one visitor remarked 
in the church’s visitors’ book: ‘A lovely 
collection of images depicting landscapes 
and people of this special place.’
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A niece of mine mentioned Winston 
Churchill. When I told her that I 
knew him, she asked me to share 
my memories. I decided to type 

up some of the stories for the benefit of my 
family (my younger brother asked for them 
too) – and I wondered if they might also be 
of interest to Prospero’s readers?

Starting out
Churchill did not like change, so the same 
two OB engineers always covered his 
outside broadcasts. 

One of the engineers left the BBC,  
so I (young and unmarried at the time)  
was paired up with Bob Ottley, the  
other engineer.

My first visit to Chartwell was 
embarrassing because Churchill himself 
opened the door. Bob rushed up to 
explain who I was, and my presence was 
accepted, but my big boss was told off for 
not informing Churchill beforehand that  
I would make an appearance!

Downing Street
Churchill had gone to the Cup Final  
but he was due to make a broadcast – and 
nobody knew where he planned to go  
after the game.

There is a permanent set of broadcasting 
equipment at Downing Street, so Bob and 
I waited there. A fast car was outside with 
another set of gear to dash to Chartwell, if 
that was Churchill’s plan. It was very risky, 
as the weather was bad and the lines to  
BH untested.

Time went by and we had just decided 
that I should go to Chartwell, leaving Bob at 
Downing Street, when someone announced 
that Churchill had arrived. 

Bob said, ‘I know what to do.’
There were two small rooms to the  

left of Downing Street’s hallway – one was 
where we kept our gear, and the other 
was used as a studio. On the other side of 
the hall was a toilet. So Bob waited until 
Churchill entered, and then moved out 
as though he was going to the toilet but 
stepped back to let Churchill pass. Sure 
enough, soon afterwards someone came 
and told us that, when Churchill was 
asked where he would do his broadcast,  
he had replied, ‘The engineers are here.  
I’ll do it here and go to Chartwell 
afterwards.’ What consideration.

Mrs Churchill at Chequers
We come now to Mrs Churchill, who 
greeted us with a ‘Hullo boys’, at Chequers. 
It was her annual Christmas Appeal for the 
British Wireless for the Blind Fund (BWBF), 
a charity that had been set up to help blind 
people own their own radio set.

Churchill broadcast the first BBC radio 
appeals for funds for the charity on 
Christmas Day, 1929, starting a tradition  
of broadcast appeals that continued until 
the 1980s.

It was Christmas Day: the weather was 
absolutely terrible. It was snowing and had 
been for some days so that snow was frozen 
into ruts. Fortunately, Chequers was the 
only other place to have a permanent set of 
broadcasting gear, so we could use a car to 
get there.

On arrival we discovered three generations 
of the Churchill family in party hats, at a 
bench that had been set up outside, with a 
model aircraft clamped into a vice, trying to 
get it going. Winston Churchill called out, 
‘Here come the engineers, they’ll soon get 
it going.’

I’m afraid I don’t remember whether  
we did or not, but aside from that 
it has always been one of my most 
memorable Christmas moments!

Later I had to go back to the car for 
something and noticed Churchill at an 
upper window. Just then an Army despatch 
rider arrived in a terrible state – covered in 
wet slush, and the motorbike with badly 
bent handlebars. The rider stopped at the 
doorway, handed over his despatch and 
waited for reply. 

Next I saw him ushered indoors, under 
protest. Later, I asked one of Churchill’s 
aides what had happened to the despatch 
rider. He told me that Mr Churchill had 
seen his arrival and said, ‘Ring that man’s 
Commanding Officer and tell him that he 
has had an accident and is not leaving here 
until we are satisfied that he is alright.’

Chequers was staffed at that time by 
members of the women’s armed services;  
I think it was volunteers from the Women’s 
Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF). They cleaned 
the driver and the nurse checked him over. 
The chauffeur straightened the handlebars 
on his bike. I don’t know how the story 
ended for the despatch rider, but it was a 
memorable Christmas Day.

Chartwell
There was no broadcasting equipment left 
at Chartwell, Churchill’s home in Kent, so 
when he broadcast from there we had to 
travel with the equipment in a van. Once 
the van had been unloaded, it went back 
to base and returned after the transmission 
and playback to Chartwell.

We normally had to keep ourselves 
amused but could wander out into the 
garden if it was a fine day. There was a series 
of linked, raised fishponds there. As the 
fish got bigger, they were moved into the 
next size pond. We were told that the fish 
came to be fed when Churchill called them. 
We found some fish food there and called 
the fish but got no response, so one of 
us imitated Churchill’s voice. There came a 
chuckle behind us and there he stood.

On another lovely Sunday, a group of 
people had gathered outside. Churchill 
arrived in his chauffeured car and the group 
all clapped him. He asked them if they 
would like to come in and he would get  
his grandson to show them around.

The long, memorable day
Underneath Chartwell is a cinema.  
Winston Churchill invited some VIPs  
to lunch followed by a showing of  
12 O’Clock High. 

That Sunday we had to arrive mid-
morning, unload and send the van away 
until late evening. Come lunchtime we  
were stranded and wondered what we 
would do for a meal. The uniformed 
chauffeur appeared and told us he would 
take us into a restaurant in Westerham and 
return later. It was a very grand feeling to 
travel in Mr Churchill’s Rolls Royce.

Soon after we returned, one of the 
secretaries told us that Mr Churchill had 
said that, if we wanted to see the film,  
we could creep in after his guests  
were seated.

Some tea and cake appeared later 
and time passed until it was time for 
the broadcast and playback. A BBC lines 
engineer arrived. He was liaison with  
the Post Office and had tested the lines  
the day before and was present for a  
Grade 1 transmission.

After the broadcast, two secretaries, in 
their outdoor clothes, arrived and said,  
‘Mr Churchill says that dinner is laid on 
in the Westerham Arms Hotel’, and added, 
‘He was certain that you would appreciate 
female company!’

The lines engineer was also invited  
and had a car so we were able to send  
the van away to be unloaded the next day.

The restaurant had stayed open for us. 
The meal was paid for and, when Bob 
offered to pay for the drinks, he was  
told that Mrs Churchill had paid for  
the drinks. It was a long but very 
memorable day!

Remembering Winston Churchill
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the death of Winston 
Churchill, who died on 24 January 1965 and was buried after 
a full State funeral – the only commoner of the 20th century to 
be accorded such an honour. It was timely then, that Grahame 
Whatling submitted to Prospero his memories of the man. 

Got a question or comment?  
Email us at bbc.club@bbc.co.uk  
or call 020 8752 6666. 

Happy New Year! The retired members’ 
newsletter is now merged with the 
Prospero Society newsletter and is available 
to all members via email and to Prospero 
Club members via post. With news, puzzles 
offers and suggestions it is a great way to 
stay in touch with the Club wherever you 
live and however mobile you are. Do keep 
your letters coming in, and contact the Club 
to be added to the subscriber list. Contact 
details are in the red panel below.

Offers 
The BBC Club website has a host of offers 
available for our members including theatre 
ticket deals, gifts, cooking ideas, articles on 
health and therapies and a lot more. Why not 
increase the value of your membership from 
the comfort of your own home, library, 
resource centre, anywhere you can get 
online! Much of the content is members only; 
in order to register you will need a NEW-style 
BBC Club card which has an eight-digit 
number on the back starting with 100.  
To obtain a new card, call the Club on  
020 8752 6666 or email bbc.club@bbc.co.uk

Events 
Our events calendar is growing and 
growing. There are now trips scheduled on 
a regular basis, with lunches and theatre 
trips proving very popular. 

In December, members enjoyed a 
three-course Christmas lunch at Club 
Western House and some West End 
shopping, with old friends and colleagues 
(and some new!) and a glance at the 
Christmas lights in Regents Street and 
Oxford Street on the way home!

We started 2015 with some interesting 
trips including the Poppy Museum in 
Richmond and New Broadcasting House 
Tour and Lunch at Club Western House in 
January. We also have upcoming trips 
planned that include a tour of Royal Albert 
Hall, including lunch (February), Madame 
Butterfly and St Martins trip (March), and 
Whitechapel Bell foundry (April).They have 
been so popular we now only have places 
for the Royal Albert Hall tour and the 
Whitechapel Bell foundry. You may, 
however, also contact the Club on  
020 8752 6666 to be added onto a waiting 
list in case new places become available.

Lunch for a Fiver at Western House! 
It is always a pleasure to welcome our retired 
members to Club Western House. Don’t 
forget Lunch for a Fiver! This is an offer for 
retired Club members to have a two-course 
lunch including a hot drink for £5.00, available 
every Tuesday from 12 noon to 2.30pm. You 
can pick up your complimentary copy of the 
Radio Times here too.

Lottery 
Don’t forget the BBC Club runs its own 
lottery with 15 monthly prizes in amounts of 
£50, £100 and £1,000 plus a quarterly 
jackpot of £10,000. Call the Club on 020 
8752 6666. Minimum entry is £5 per month.

‘Mr Churchill was 
certain that you 
would appreciate 
female company!’
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Doctor Who and Top Gear rides  
could feature at £2bn theme park

BBC Three proposals to 
move online are unveiled

Speaking in a session for staff, Cohen 
explained that any content made for 
the channel will need to be of very 
high quality and comply with the 

BBC’s strict editorial standards.
He made the comments as it was unveiled 

that 20% of BBC Three’s budget will be spent 
on short-form digital content that it’s hoped 
will be made by a new generation of talented 
people with ‘digitally native skills’.

The remaining 80% of the budget would 
be spent on long-form programmes and 
documentaries such as big-hitters Murdered 
by My Boyfriend and Life and Death Row. It was 
also revealed that all BBC Three long-form 
programmes will be repeated on BBC One 
and Two.

The BBC’s late evening TV  
news bulletins in the English 
regions have been extended 
in the run-up to the general 

election in May.
The regional programme on BBC 

One after the News at Ten on Monday to 
Thursdays has been extended to 15 
minutes, from its current seven-and-a-
half-minute slot.

BBC director of news James Harding 
said the change will allow the campaign 
to be followed ‘ever more closely’.

Mr Harding said: ‘This will be one of 
the most keenly contested, unpredictable 
and consequential elections in the history 
of this country and nothing will be more 
important to voters than the issues where 
they live and work.’

The longer programme will last until 
after the election but during this time the 
lunchtime regional news bulletins will be 
shortened from 15 to five minutes.

‘Figures show that around 28% of 16-24  
year-olds already watch television online’

Traditional commissioning genres like 
comedy and factual will be replaced by two 
‘editorial pillars’ – ‘make me laugh’ and 
‘make me think’.

‘Make me think’ would be a mix of 
documentary, current affairs, news and 
drama, while ‘make me laugh’ would be 
centred around scripted comedy like Uncle  
or Gavin & Stacey.

Meanwhile, a daily update on the  
website would offer a package of shareable 
content that would reflect these two  
editorial principles.

Share and comment
BBC Three programmes, especially short-
form digital content, will also be shareable 
on social media platforms such as Facebook, 
Twitter, YouTube, Tumblr and Instagram.

There will be more collaboration with 
rivals such as Vice and Buzzfeed, and also 
across the BBC with the likes of Newsbeat,  
with which the channel will create a daily 
news service.

Its audience will also, crucially, become 
more like ‘partners’ and ‘equals’, giving  
them more of a voice in what they see and 
get, and allowing them to comment on 

programmes and share what they like and 
don’t like with their friends.

The proposals are expected to generate 
savings of £50m, some of which will be 
reinvested in BBC Three and also used to 
strengthen BBC One.

‘Exciting and ambitious’
Director general Tony Hall said that  
closing the channel was one of the most 
difficult decisions he’s had to make, but that 
it was necessary because of the  
BBC’s ‘financial pressures’.

‘In rising to this challenge,’ he added, 
‘we’ve managed to come up with one of the 
most exciting and ambitious proposals I’ve 
seen since I came back to the BBC.’

The BBC boss said that he wanted  
BBC Three to be a ‘pathfinder’ for the whole 
of the corporation, leading the way in  
what it means to be public service in the 
digital world.

Adding weight to the argument, BBC 
Three project lead Damian Kavanagh quoted 
figures showing that 16-24-year-olds already 
watch about 28% of television online. Some 
forecasts predict that this will shift to as high 
as 40% by 2020.

At a glance: 
BBC Three proposals
• 80% of the budget would be spent 

on long-form programmes

• 20% of budget to go on  
short-form content

• All long-form programmes will be 
repeated on BBC One and Two

• Two ‘editorial pillars’ called ‘make 
me think’ and ‘make me laugh’ will 
replace genres such as comedy 
and factual

• Content will be shareable on  
social media and distributed on 
third-party platforms

• A daily news service will be  
created in conjunction with  
Radio 1’s Newsbeat

• Programmes like Snog, Marry, 
Avoid and Don’t Tell The Bride  
are likely to be axed

• Moving BBC Three to online will 
allow CBBC to broadcast for an 
extra two hours in the evening

• It will also allow for a BBC One+1 
channel to be launched

• BBC Three will go from nine hours 
a day to 24/7

Longer BBC 
regional evening  
TV news  
for election Rides based on popular BBC  

shows such as Top Gear and  
Doctor Who could form a central 
part of a £2bn Kent theme park,  

it has been announced.
Paramount Pictures Entertainment  

Resort on the Swanscombe Peninsula,  
near Dartford, is due to open in 2020.

London Resort Company Holdings 
(LRCH) said it had signed a deal with  
BBC Worldwide that would let it feature 
famous BBC programmes and characters.

The theme park would also include 
Hollywood-inspired attractions.

LRCH director David Testa, said: ‘We are 
delighted to bring the world’s leading public 
service broadcaster on board this project.

‘The BBC has played an instrumental 
role in shaping the British entertainment 
industry for nearly a century, creating some 
of the most iconic and cherished characters 
on TV and radio.

‘It seems only right therefore that its 
programmes will be present at the new 
London Paramount Pictures Entertainment 

Resort, which will combine the glamour of 
Hollywood with the best of British culture.’

The park, on a 900-acre brownfield  
site next to Ebbsfleet International railway 
station, is expected to create up 27,000 jobs.

Plans for the former cement works also 
include Hollywood-inspired rides, a water 
attraction, a 2,000-seat theatre and 5,000 
hotel rooms.

‘Best of British’
BBC Worldwide is the commercial arm of 
the corporation. In 2013-14 it generated 
profits of £157m.

Live events director Stephen Davies said: 
‘We’re always looking for opportunities to 
extend fans’ enjoyment of their favourite 
shows and the idea behind this resort is a 
really exciting way of celebrating the very 
special place the BBC has in British culture.’

A BBC Worldwide deal with Merlin 
Entertainments saw the launch of CBeebies 
Land at Alton Towers theme park last year.

It features rides based on the Postman Pat 
and In The Night Garden children’s shows.

Director of television Danny Cohen said he does not want to turn BBC Three into YouTube as he announced some of the detail about 
what the channel would look like when it moves online, subject to approval from the BBC Trust.

Danny Cohen



PROSPERO FEBRUARY 2015

09MEMORIESBACK AT THE BBC

Hall: Production will  
not be privatised

BBC makes a Song 
and Dance of 2015

With plans for a more 
commercial in-house 
programme-making 
operation being drawn 

up, the director general insisted BBC 
Production’s future was ‘not one which 
is being diminished and never one that is 
being privatised’.

Speaking at Broadcasting House’s Radio 
Theatre, Hall rallied his troops ahead of  
a ‘momentous year’for the corporation, 
when the charter renewal process  
begins in earnest.

And he put content makers at the 
heart of his priorities for the year ahead, 
challenging them to do their ‘boldest work’ 
to maintain the BBC’s position as one of the 
world’s best programme makers.

‘That’s our legacy but that’s also our 
future,’ he believed. ‘We stand and fall by 
our creativity.’

He called on all staff to be ‘ambassadors’ 
for the BBC – not only delivering their ‘best 
and most creative work’ in its name but also 
speaking up for the organisation as it comes 
under ‘colossal scrutiny’.

The BBC should be ‘confident’ but not 
‘arrogant’ as it argues its case when the 
government turns its attentions, post 
general election, to the future of the BBC, 
said Hall.

‘We will never confuse justifiable 
complaints with naked bullying,’ he stated.

Accepting that the corporation was entering 
a ‘high risk’ period, which could see it ‘cut 
down’ and ‘stuck in an analogue cul-de-
sac’, Hall refused to be bowed.

‘I can’t wait [for charter renewal],’ he 
said, ‘because I have a profound faith in all 
we do and all we are.’

He looked forward to the BBC ‘renewing 
its vows’ with the public and grasping ‘a 
moment of great possibility’.

Rather than diminished in size and 
scope, the DG believed the BBC would 
emerge from charter renewal ‘confident,  
re-energised and with our best days  
ahead of us’.

He shared two other priorities for the 
year ahead – to strengthen the BBC’s role 
as a ‘trusted meeting place’ and to progress 
plans to personalise the BBC.

After a 2014 in which it had brought 
people together for big events like  
the World Cup, told stories like the  
Scottish Referendum to the whole of the  
UK and attracted four out of every five 
people to some of its World War One 

season, the BBC was about to be tested  
by ‘the most unpredictable elections in 
living memory’.

‘And I know we’ll live up to our 
responsibility without fear or favour,’  
Hall declared.

On personalisation plans to ‘make the 
next generation of licence fee payers fall 
in love with the BBC’, Hall highlighted 
last year’s launches of the new iPlayer, BBC 
Playlister, CBeebies app and iWonder guides.

But he conceded that the myBBC service 
– designed to deliver a more personally 
relevant online service – was ‘behind where 
we should be and where others are’, and he 
targeted a doubling of registered users by 
the end of the year.

Answering questions on a range of 
topics, Hall called BBC News’ use of 
Charlie Hebdo cartoons of the Prophet 
Muhammad ‘part of the storytelling’ and 
‘wholly appropriate’, believed the BBC was 
being ‘more on the front foot’ to combat 
negative newspaper headlines and agreed 
there was scope to make more money from 
commercial sales of BBC programmes.

He also applauded the efforts of staff to 
save money. He recognised that it wasn’t 
easy for people to do the same for less, 
particularly amid the departures of many 
colleagues, but asked them to continue 
‘spending every penny of the licence fee  
as if it were your own’.

Song and Dance will be celebrated, 
showcased and nurtured in the 
coming year right across the BBC.

The BBC Four season – which  
will spill onto most other networks –  
will unpick our favourite songs, crown 
classical singer and young dancer  
champions and remember the king  
who invented ballet.

It will document a leading modern  
ballet company, hail the French chanson  
and explain how the likes of Pavarotti and 
Callas reached such vocal heights.

‘It’s bold, imaginative and exactly what 
the BBC should be doing,’ said Tony Hall at 
January’s launch.

‘Over the next 12 months we’ll be 
offering everyone extraordinary access to 
some of today’s great artists and performers,’ 
the DG continued. ‘And we’ll be working 
with the very best to inspire new talent right 
across the country.’

‘What a break’
Not least Darcey Bussell, who has added her 
support to the inaugural BBC Young Dancer 
competition, which already boasts expert 
judges and ambassadors in Carlos Acosta, 
Matthew Bourne, Akram Khan and  
Alistair Spalding.

The Strictly judge and former principal 
ballerina will co-present BBC Two’s live final 
in May, when six dancers will compete for 
the title.

MONEY MATTERS

Returns for  
a rainy day?
The end of the world has been nigh for 
bond markets for a number of years, but 
this has yet to materialise. Fixed Interest 
and Corporate Bonds have been popular 
investments in recent times. With interest 
rates expected to stay low for some while, 
it is difficult to know where to invest to  
get a reasonable return.

Bonds are essentially loans, issued 
by companies or governments, where 
the issuer agrees to pay a fixed rate of 
interest over a fixed term. There has been 
much demand for these securities from 
investors desperate to secure a return on 
their money at a higher rate than they can 
obtain on deposit. This has pushed bond 
prices to record levels and has led many 
to speculate when the bubble in bond 
markets might burst.

Despite the prospect of interest rates rising 
this year, most experts do not expect this 
long bull market to continue throughout 
2015. However, caution is the watchword 
since, when interest rates do eventually rise, 
this will inevitably have a negative impact 
on bond prices because demand is likely to 
drop, causing prices to fall.

The consensus has been that interest 
rates in the UK won’t rise until the second 
half of 2015, but, with the prospect 
of Europe tipping back into recession, 
coupled with low inflation and wage 
growth in the UK, it is possible that 
interest rates won’t rise until 2016.

If there are interest rate rises in the 
UK and the US in 2016, they are likely 
to be small, steady increases, specifically 
designed not to scare the bond markets.  
A sudden increase in rates and consequent 
fall in bond prices would do little to aid 
economic recovery – given the extent to 
which people’s pensions and savings rely 
on these markets.

Investors will need to take a flexible 
approach if they want to avoid being 
adversely affected. It is important to consider 
the remit of the bond fund itself, to ensure 
that it is consistent with an investor’s 
objectives and personal circumstances.  
Roger Hatherell, Consultant, Lansdown Place 
Financial Management Ltd.

Tony Hall has shot down suggestions that BBC Production 
might be sold off. ‘We’re not a commissioner broadcaster, 
we’re a creator,’ he told staff unequivocally on 14 January.

In the preceding weeks, BBC Four will 
feature highlights from the four genre  
finals and give viewers a real sense of a 
dancer’s life.

‘The public will see the work, sweat, 
passion and extraordinary discipline  
that you need to excel,’ explained Bussell, 
adding: ‘What a break these dancers  
will get and what a way to get seen  
on television.’

Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, returning patron  
of BBC Cardiff Singer of the World, also welcomed 
the BBC exposure for classical singing.

‘Without the support of the BBC it would 
be very difficult for gifted young singers 
to make their way in the world,’ she said, 
believing the kind of showcase offered by 
Cardiff Singer guarded against classical music 
becoming ‘invisible’.

The eight-day contest for opera and concert 
singers at the outset of their careers will be 
produced by BBC Wales for BBC Four, with 
Radio 3 broadcasting a companion series on 
the joys of the classical voice.

Other networks have embraced the idea 
with, for instance, BBC Two telling the story 
of La Traviata, the most performed opera of 
all time, 1Xtra and Asian Network coming 
on board for Young Dancer and CBeebies 
sharing the stage with Northern Ballet for a 
performance of the Elves and the Shoemaker.

‘Song and Dance are our two most 
democratic art forms,’ said Cassian Harrison, 
BBC Four channel editor who dreamt up 
the season. ‘Everyone has danced or sung at 
some point in life, with varying degrees of 
success, and I’m absolutely thrilled that we 
are celebrating these important art forms 
over a whole year.’

‘That’s our legacy but 
that’s also our future’

Tony Hall

Darcey Bussell
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Ampico aficionado
Denys John D’Amaye Gueroult died  
at the age of 87. After serving in the Royal 
Navy, he came to the BBC latterly as a 
producer in a small unit making low  
budget radio programmes based on Talk  
and Archive recordings. 

He became interested in the reproducing 
piano as a preserver of playing styles and 
made the first serious programme on the 
subject in the revival period, The Great Piano 
Roll Mystery. Using John Farmer’s Ampico 
Grotian-Steinweg, he supervised the 
recording of a large number of piano rolls in 
Maida Vale Studio Two for the BBC Archive 
during 1962/3. These recordings were used 
in a series of programmes called The Late 
Romantic Piano, with Deryck Cooke, and other 
programmes later, focusing on one particular 
pianist which he presented himself. Some  
of these recordings were issued on a series  
of Argo LPs which sold well and the BBC 
took a royalty. Denys bought his own  
Ampico subsequently. 

His interest in all the arts, together  
with his impressive intellect, made him  
a sympathetic but probing interviewer  
and also an excellent and entertaining  
dinner companion. 

In 1952 he had met Chris Philip, a 
multi-talented studio technician, and they 
remained together for more than 45 years. 
It was an attraction of opposites: whereas 
Denys was outgoing and flamboyant, Chris 
was reserved.

Denys’s programmes were many and 
varied, from folk music, to backstage at the 
Italian Opera, including many editions of 
Music Now for Radio 3.

On retirement, Denys and Chris  
moved to the Welsh Marches and together 
maintained a superb garden at Lakeside, 
Whitbourne, Worcestershire and created the 
‘Plantfinder’, a research tool for tracking 
down illusive plants. Chris created a 
fireworks display company and he and  
Denys organised displays at home and 
abroad. After Chris’s death, Denys turned 
his activity to fundraising for the hospice 
movement and other charitable causes and 
for this he was honoured with the award 
of the MBE. He latterly lived in care at 
Bromyard, Herefordshire. 

In Whitbourne, Denys was an active 
member of the community for nearly  
30 years. He died on 29 July 2014.
Robin Cherry 

Artistic and glamorous
I first came to know Janet Chadd in 1966 
when I joined the BBC Research Department. 
She had joined the BBC back in 1951and was 
employed as a coil winder in the workshops. 

For those who might imagine that this 
was an unusual job for a woman, Janet told 
me that on the contrary, women were felt 
to be well suited to the work on account of 
their eye for detail and meticulous attention!

It was at Kingswood that she met 
her husband Bill, who was a technician 
mechanical in the department. They were 
married in 1956. In 1968 she moved to 
the Drawing Office as a tracer, later to be 
redesignated a drawing office assistant. Bill 
retired in the 1980s and Janet took early 
retirement in 1983 so that they could spend 
more time together enjoying their foreign 
holidays often to the Greek Islands.

Idiosyncratic female 
pilot and producer

Catharine Margaret Brenda Horsfield died 
at home in her London flat on 25 November, 
aged 88. Described by colleagues as ‘a force  
of nature’, she was idiosyncratic, multi-
talented, intellectually razor-sharp. Always 
something of a rebel, she was never afraid 
 to challenge authority.

Winning scholarships to Cheltenham 
Ladies’ College and Lady Margaret Hall, 
Oxford (1943-1946) she took a degree 
in English. As domestic labour was scarce 
in wartime, women undergraduates were 
obliged to do practical work for up to six 
hours each week, from ARP watches to 
housework (which Brenda loathed). 

She took up gliding in 1947 and in 1952 
she joined the WRAF Voluntary Reserve in 
order to learn to fly powered aircraft. She 
became a pilot officer in 1954, but gliding 
was her first love and she became an expert 
glider pilot. She fought for the recognition 
of women pilots. As Chair of the Women 
Pilots’ Association, she made a significant 
contribution to defining the terms of  
the Sex Discrimination Act, a process  
that led to the formation of the Equal 
Opportunities Commission.

Brenda joined BBC TV’s Women’s 
Programmes in the late 1950s. In 1960 she 
moved to Talks, directing the medical series 
Replacements of Life. In 1962 she worked on 
The State of The Individual – a series edited by 
David Attenborough. By the mid-1960s she 
had moved to Further Education, where 
she stayed until retirement in 1982. Here 
she produced numerous series on diverse 
subjects, ranging from railways to Native 
Americans, the weather, geology, science 
fiction and sailing. In 1972, she co-wrote, 
with Peter Bennet Stone, The Great Ocean Business 
on the movement of tectonic plates on the 
ocean floor; a scientific breakthrough.

She combined an analytical brain with a 
powerful command of the English language; 
she deployed an acerbic wit with devastating 
accuracy, making her a valuable ally and a 
formidable adversary.

For all her interests Brenda’s true passion 
remained gliding. She kept her caravan at 
Lasham airfield and, despite infirmities, still 
soared silently over Hampshire until the 
month before she died. 

Few people inspire both awe and 
affection; Brenda did. She will be greatly 
missed by her family, friends and colleagues.
Sheila Innes

Head of Catering
Ivan Pinfield, best remembered as Head 
of Catering across the BBC, has died aged 
94. His BBC career stretched from February 
1949 to September 1978. He lived happily 
in retirement with his wife Meg in West 
Cornwall, and died peacefully at Penhellis 
House Nursing Home.

Ivan served as an officer in the Second 
World War. His catering skills were honed 
whilst running various units on the South 
Coast, finding ways of serving up delicious 
meals to visiting top brass. After being 
demobbed, he helped his cousin run a 
pub near St Ives, and while there, was 
head-hunted by someone from the Royal 
Shakespeare Theatre at Stratford. Ivan was 
seen as the ideal candidate to open the 
theatre’s restaurant, following its wartime 
closure. It was here that he met his first wife, 
actress Margaret Courtenay, and began a 
lifelong passion for theatre. Their son, Julian, 
was born in 1952.

Enter the BBC. In the late 1940s Ivan was 
offered the job of Deputy Head of Catering, 
moving to London and subsequently taking 
over as Head of Catering in the early 1950s. 

At this time he started taking an active part 
in amateur dramatics, playing many different 
roles including some of the ‘heavyweights’ 
such as Macbeth and Prospero.   
It was while working with the Questors 
Theatre in Ealing that he met his second 
wife, TV producer Sandra Wainright-Fahey. 

In the 1960s Ivan steered BBC catering 
through times of great development, the 
new BH (London) top floor canteen and the 
opening of Television Centre being just two.  

When he left the BBC in 1978 Ivan 
moved with his family to Somerset and 
ran a smallholding with pigs, goats and 
sheep. Sadly, Sandra died before the age of 
50, leaving Ivan to bring up two teenagers, 
Melissa and Barnaby, on his own.

In the 1990s Ivan moved home, back to 
Cornwall, where he re-met some theatrical 
friends from 40 years earlier, including their 
daughter Meg who became his third wife.

He was, at this time, a lively 70-something 
and enjoyed ten further years of busy life. 
This included an active role with the local 
church and more acting – at the world-
famous Minack Theatre, near Land’s End.
Chris Blount 

Sadly, Bill’s health deteriorated in the 
early 2000s and he died in 2009. Janet, 
I know, was devastated by his loss but, 
philosophically, looked forward to doing 
things she was unable to do during  
his illness. 

In 2010 she developed cancer and had 
an operation which was initially successful. 
It returned however in 2013 and was 
ultimately to lead to her death in  
October 2014.

I can only echo the words of her nephew, 
Owen, that she was always kind, interested, 
opinionated, loving, strong, encouraging, 
artistic and glamorous! On my regular 
visits to her home in Banstead, we would 
reminisce about our days at Kingswood 
Warren; those we liked, and some we didn’t! 
We indulged in doing crosswords and 
discussing her passion for Rugby Union. I 
marvelled at her latest craze for wasjigs, a 
particularly devilish type of jigsaw! 

Janet’s was a life well lived and I will miss 
her company. I extend my sympathies to her 
nephew, Owen, and the family.
Derek Cornell

House of Cards 
producer

Ken  Riddington  the television producer 
sadly passed away on 26 December 2014 
after suffering with dementia for many years. 
Best known for producing the BBC trilogy 
House Of Cards, To Play The King and Final Cut, his 
career spanned three decades, working on 
multi-BAFTA nominated dramas with some 
of the best stage and screen talent around.

Ken began his career in entertainment as a 
stage actor, hoping his gregarious personality 
would help make him a star. He soon 
abandoned this after admitting that he was 
‘a truly dreadful actor’. He remained in the 
theatre, moving front-of-house to become 
a successful company manager at West End 
theatres The Palladium and Palace Theatre. 

Ken then moved into television 
production to become a floor manager at the 
BBC, which culminated in being ordered to 
head to Russia to help scout for locations for 
the costume drama, Anna Karenina, a job he 
turned down as he hated the cold!

Desperate to have Ken onboard, he was 
offered a producer role on the condition he 
agreed to go. It is safe to say that Ken made 
the right decision.

Ken’s other producer credits include  
Mother Love, A Very Peculiar Practice, Tenko and  
To Serve Them All My Days. He leaves behind him 
wife Elizabeth and son Tim.
Ian Curtis

OBITUARIES

The family is appealing to anyone who 
can contribute information or memories 
about Ivan’s career as Head of Catering, 
as the BBC does not keep records of staff. 
Please pass any information you may have 
to Chris Blount (Email: c.blount@talktalk.
net; Tel: 01637 872402).
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Radio Leeds manager: 
‘Local radio is for  
local people’
No-one was surprised at BBC Radio Leeds 
when Ray Beaty welcomed a lukewarm 
review by a national newspaper headlined, 
‘Entertainment is not our aim’. It was a direct 
quote expressing his most fervent belief – 
‘local radio is for local people’. And, in many 
ways, it was testimony to an underlying 
good-heartedness and generosity of spirit that 
characterised a strong sense of community. 

Ray was a lifelong journalist who started 
on a local paper and worked for a time at 
the Northern Echo for the campaigning editor, 
Harold Evans. But he regarded his 13 years as 
manager of Radio Leeds as his most fulfilling. 

His family said it was a ‘dream come true 
for a Leeds lad’ when he first joined the 
newsroom in 1968, because he was firmly 
committed to the people of the area. Radio 
Leeds was launched as a ‘walk in and talk’ 
station that encouraged listeners to make their 
own programmes, a perfect fit for Ray Beaty.

Reaction to his death at the age of 79 is 
best summed up by a former colleague who 
described him as ‘an amazing and original 
person’. Some of his ideas might have  
been outlandish but they were always  
well intentioned.

After Radio Leeds, Ray worked for a time 
in the Community Programmes Unit before 
returning to local newspaper journalism 
at the Warminster Journal, Wiltshire, where he 
was said to have ‘headed the local news with 
enthusiasm and flamboyance’. The paper 
recalls that he made ‘sad and shocking news 
himself’ when he was severely assaulted at 
Bradford-on-Avon railway station, an incident 
that led to a gradual decline in health. He died 
in a nursing home on 18 October 2014.

Ray cared deeply about people and tried 
to spend his money in ways that would 
go toward helping others. He was keenly 
interested in politics, joining the Liberal 
Party and later the Lib Dems. But sport, and 
cricket in particular, was his other great 
passion. He was a member of Yorkshire and 
Gloucestershire County Cricket Clubs and a 
keen supporter of his local Warminster team.

Ray was married in Leeds to Chris. Two 
children, Alison and Michael, were born in 
Manchester, when Ray was working for the 
Wythenshawe Gazette.
Derek Woodcock

Producer’s assistant 
‘Blod’
‘Blod’, as Shirley Edwards was affectionately 
known, died in Newport on 22 October 2014. 

She was very much a part of TV 
Presentation from the early 1960s, knowing 
nearly everyone’s secrets, lovers and lives. 
While she seemed to laugh and giggle 
her way through the day, when it came to 
working as a producer’s assistant, she was the 
absolute professional, expecting the same of 
all her colleagues. You were only not on time 
for a studio session, or behind with a script, 
once! However, for many a producer she 
‘saved their bacon’.

Shirley served her apprenticeship as a 
production secretary on Blue Peter where, if 
a timing or a cue went wrong, the dictat 
of Biddy Baxter could mean being ‘sent to 
Coventry’ by the whole office for a week. 

Having to take Joey the parrot home for 
the weekend was the last straw for Shirley, 
but soon after she learned to her great joy 
that the parrot had died, long before Monty 
Python’s Norwegian Blue! Nevertheless, it 
was that tough grounding that made Shirley 
what she was.

To new presentation production assistants 
and attaches, she was both guide and helper, 
with the knowledge and ability to get them 
out of trouble. She was also very loyal to 
her colleagues, to the department and to 
the BBC. Otherwise she stayed very private; 
all most people knew was that her mother 
was very much her mentor and lived in her 
hometown of Newport.

Towards the end of her career she worked 
on setting up the new BBC Weather Centre. 
One Friday morning, while planning for the 
following week, she said ‘but today is my last 
day’. She had gone through all the process 
without telling any of the weather team. 
Taking her to lunch in Waitress Service hardly 
seemed the appropriate reward for so much 
dedicated service to the corporation.

She was always there; now she has gone 
it feels that part of the golden age of the 
development of BBC Television Service has 
gone as well.
John Teather and Albert Barber

Valve Section secretary 
Betty Beal (1927-2014) was already a highly 
accomplished secretary before coming to the 
BBC, having excelled at school in secretarial 
subjects and then, after studying Pitman 
shorthand and typing at college, undertaking 
secretarial work in the commercial world. 

She joined Valve Section, BBC Engineering, 
The White House, Motspur Park in May 
1951 and was appointed secretary to the 
first Head of Valve Section Mr H Walker, and 
subsequently, successors Mr J Webb, and Mr 
EL Pickering, as well as providing secretarial 
assistance to the engineering staff. Therefore 
Betty was not only familiar with normal 
secretarial correspondence but familiar with 
technical terminology and its precise use also.

In around 1979, following a 
reorganisation, Valve Section was managed 
locally by a senior engineer but reported 
to Mr M Clough, Head of Engineering 
Transmitter Support Services and then, 
subsequently, to Mr I Tupper, Head of 
Technical Investigations, both of whom were 
based in Transmitter Group, London. During 
their visits to Valve Section, Betty provided 
secretarial support to both as well as her 
normal senior secretarial duties which had 
always included care of the local section staff 
files as well as correspondence files covering 
all the many different device manufacturers 
and BBC departments that Valve Section dealt 
with, as well as coping with the management 
of the 10-line telephone exchange.

In 1980 a Data General minicomputer 
was installed in Valve Section and Betty once 
again showed her versatility by quickly 
learning and taking up data processing duties 
and inputting, with the Data Preparation 
staff, all of the many device types data. Also, 
during the absence of two key staff due 
to maternity leave, Betty again assisted by 
assuming the buying duties of the Section.
Betty had completed 37 years’ service by the 
time BBC Valve Section, Motspur Park was 
closed. She will be sadly missed by her many 
nephews and nieces. 
Geoffrey E Morgan 

Pioneer in electronic 
effects
Roger Davis was born in Essex and moved 
with his family to Devon at the age of two. 
After service with the RAF he joined the 
BBC Engineering Department. We first met 
at Lime Grove Studio G in 1955 on the 
production of Quartermass 2, in the apparatus 
room. We were aware of ‘choice’ words 
coming from the Visions Bay, complaining  
of the lack of long video leads. Racks  
No. 1 told me: ‘That’s Roger Davis.  
He does magic with inlay.’

I later saw some of that magic on a 
production of Salome, directed by Rudolf 
Cartier in Riverside 1, in 1957. Roger spread 
cornflakes on the inlay desk. The opening titles 
appeared as old creased parchment. When 
he blew the flakes away the opening scene 
appeared as if blown by the winds of time.

Time was important for Roger, a clock 
repairer of note. He was part of a small 
group of pioneers in electronic effects.  
When this group disbanded he became a 
vision operator, and we did many a show 
together. In retirement he was occupied  
with repairing clocks.

We will always be grateful to him and 
Gillian for the many BBC parties they hosted 
in their beautiful garden at Great Bookham. 
Our sincere condolences to Gillian and family.

Farewell Roger. ‘Time like an ever-rolling 
stream bears all its sons away.’
Brian and Margaret Clemett

Leading Radio 3  
music producer
Arthur Johnson was influential as one of the 
leading music producers at BBC Radio 3 for a 
period of almost 30 years.

He was born in Kirkcaldy, Scotland, and 
never lost his gentle Scottish accent. With his 
father away during the war, Arthur’s mother 
(Helena, nee Russell) took him to live with 
her mother where he started piano lessons 
and his talent was recognised. He was sports 
champion in his final year at school and 
then went to Glasgow University to read 
maths and science. After a year his parents 
were astonished when he announced his 
intention of reading music instead. This was 
not an easy prospect. In order to finance 
his course he worked as an assistant teacher 
for two years and then as a lab assistant. He 
worked hard, practising the piano six hours 
a day, and was accepted by the Reid School 
of Music in Edinburgh. Here he met his wife, 
the pianist Angela Brownridge, in 1963. 

After graduating, Arthur worked for the 
Saga record company and joined BBC Radio 
3 in 1968. From 1971-76 he produced 
David Munrow’s ground-breaking series,  
Pied Piper: Tales and Music for Young Listeners, 
featuring Munrow’s infectious ability to 
present early music to a wide audience. Pied 
Piper ran for five years, 655 episodes, ending 
only with Munrow’s premature death.

As head of documentaries, Arthur made 
award-winning programmes, including 
Best Radio Arts Documentary (1977), Sony 
Awards (1984), the Prix Musical de Brno for 
a programme on Mozart in Prague (1990). He 
also produced Record Review for many years 
and later on Third Ear and Masterworks. Some  
of his initiatives became books such as  
The Harlequin Years by Roger Nicholls, arising 
from a 12-part series.

He produced recordings for Hyperion 
and for his wife Angela, some gaining 
awards. He enjoyed cricket, golf, skiing and 
cycling; later in life he composed. After his 
early retirement from the BBC in 1991 he 
continued freelance producing but latterly 
his health declined. Arthur lived in Hendon, 
is survived by his widow, his daughter-in-
law Maria, granddaughter Maya Angelina, 
and a brother and sister.
Peter Dickinson

World Service 
announcer with a 
distinctive voice
Pippa Harben, former World Service 
announcer, died on 11 August. Three years ago 
a cruel stroke deprived Pippa of her distinctive 
voice, a voice known to millions of listeners 
around the world. She was a one-off; eccentric, 
charming, caring, generous, dedicated. 

Born Philippa Burford Shorter in Bath 
and swotting at Clifton High School, she 
gained a place at Girton reading History. At 
Cambridge she met Roger Harben, the son 
of Philip Harben, the television chef, whom 
she married. 

I can see her now, a studio manager, in 
the middle of the night and a devastating 
divorce (1964), she crashed through the 
cubicle door of studio S3 in Bush House 
scattering tapes and disks. Those night shifts 
were tricky. A friend remembers seeing her 
streaking through the canteen, clad only in 
her undies, closely followed by a puppy-dog 
male SM bearing her clothes, neatly arranged 
across his arms, rather like a butler! 

Later in the Sixties she became a fully-
fledged announcer when Bush House first 
allowed women to read the news. On the 
strength of being a friend I actually dined 
out on her name in Abu Dhabi.

She read anything and everything, adored 
her cats, films and theatre. In 1982 on an 
epic trip to China she discovered a village 
with its pond, water buffalo, solid wooden-
wheeled carts – a real live model of the 
medieval village she’d studied at Cambridge!

Living in a London flat above a room 
being used by Pink Floyd for rehearsal, she 
and neighbours were being deafened. One 
day after a night shift, she padded barefoot 
into their room in her nightie, went over to 
their mixer, and turned it down. Surprised 
looks. ‘Just 4dB – and you won’t go deaf 
and I’ll be able to sleep.’ They asked how she 
knew about dB so she told them, and they 
were amenable after that.

Pippa died just short of her 80th birthday. 
I miss the laughter. She confessed her best 
spoonerism occurred when she misread an 
agricultural story with the words: ‘a talk lift 
f***... Ooops, I’ll read that again – a fork  
lift truck!’
Rosemary Arthy
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THE LAST WORD

Telling the story of the  
BBC Asian Network

Tell us about your career with 
the BBC, and in particular  
how you came to set up  
the newsroom for the  
Asian Network?
I went into local newspapers after leaving 
school and got involved in hospital radio. I 
got a reporter job at BBC Radio Oxford in 
1978, then was on the launch team of BBC 
Radio Cornwall (1983) and later became 
news editor at BBC Radio Lincolnshire. 
I also had a year as a senior journalism 
instructor at the Local Radio Training Unit 
in London. In 1998, I faced redundancy as 
assistant editor posts across local radio were 
cut – that’s when I was given the six-month 
project to set up the Asian Network’s first 
ever newsroom and recruit its journalists. 

What did you first think when 
you got the job?
It was daunting but exciting. I was confident 
about the project but nervous as to how my 
new colleagues would view this non-Asian 
newcomer being dropped in to the team to 
lead its fledgling news and sports venture. 
As the son of an Anglican clergyman with a 
love of western music, I was suddenly in a 
new world of mosques and gurdwaras and 
Bollywood and bhangra – and had to learn a 
lot very quickly.

What was the best thing  
about your 14 years at the 
Asian Network?
Working with my colleagues and the 
audience, and constantly learning new things 
about Indian, Pakistani, Sri Lankan and 
Bangladeshi cultures, religions, music,  
films, food, humour and history. It was a 
period that broadened and enhanced my 
experience of life so much – and I feel 
privileged to have had that opportunity. I was 
lucky to have two BBC careers that I loved – 
in local radio and at the Asian Network. 

What was the most 
challenging experience?
As news editor, I think leading a young, 
relatively inexperienced but highly talented 
group of journalists from covering just the 
Midlands to the whole of the UK. 

They covered riots, racism and the 
aftermath of 9/11 and the London bombs 
comprehensively and sensitively as well  
as highlighting the positive achievements  
of British Asians, especially in sport  
and entertainment. 

As network manager from 2006, helping 
to run a radio station that ended up with 
five production centres across three cities – 
London, Birmingham and Leicester – was 
particularly invigorating! 

We felt the constant changes around  
the Asian Network (including being 
‘parented’ first by 5Live, then Radio 1  
and finally Radio 2 – and facing closure  
in 2010) left us all on both a rollercoaster 
and a tightrope!

Why did you feel you were  
the one to tell the story of  
the Asian Network?
I felt the radio station deserved to have its 
whole incredible story told rather than just 
be a footnote in other books about the wider 
BBC. It was a significant part of the BBC, 
trying to serve an increasingly diverse UK. 

I had kept various documents and diaries 
over the years with a vague idea in mind of 
tackling it one day. A year after leaving the BBC, 
I decided to grasp the nettle. It was an ambition 
to write a book so I effectively set myself  
the project! 

It is full of personal and humourous 
reminiscences but I tried to tackle it straight 
as a journalist. 

You took early retirement in 
2012. Aside from writing this 
book, what have you been 
doing since you left the BBC?
I work as a freelance journalist, mainly for 
the RAF Association charity. My lifelong 
love of aviation is at the heart of my next 
book project, revisiting military flights, 
personalities, accidents, airfields and their 
ghosts, airshows and aeroplane anecdotes. I 
was asked to do some voiceover work for a 
local authority’s promotional videos – they 
seemed to like it but I thought I sounded like 
a cross between a Pathé News announcer and 
Alan Partridge!

Asian Auntie-Ji (ISBN 978-
1784620790) is available through 
Troubador Publishing Ltd  
(www.troubador.co.uk), Amazon and 
other outlets as a paperback and a 
download (RRP £9.99 and £4.99).

Guédelon.  
‘The world’s biggest archaeological 
experiment’ – stay in our apartment and 
visit this castle and see it rise from what 
was just an old quarry! We are just one 
hour away. Contact Martin Carley. 
Website: www.holidayinburgundy.co.uk.  

Venice, Giudecca.  
Beautiful apartment in quiet private 
courtyard, sleeps 5, fully equipped. 
Experience the real Venice.   
Tel: 01260 227262 
Email: maggieharwood1@btinternet.com

Menorca. 
Detached holiday villa. Sleeps 2-7. Private 
pool. Near Es Castell. Short drive gorgeous 
beaches. Brochure 01621 741810. 
Website: www.menorcaholidayvilla.co.uk

Turkish Riviera. 
Ciftlik, Fethiye. Luxurious four-bedroom 
villa, sleeps eight, private pool, £500-
£600pw. Details: www.anchorvilla.co.uk 
and www.holidaylettings.co.uk/179513 
Tel: 01344 425219 
Email: peterharris@oldmossend.co.uk

C L A S S I F I E D S

Prospero Classifieds, BBC Pension and 
Benefits Centre, Broadcasting House, 
Cardiff CF5 2YQ.

Please enclose a cheque made payable to: 
BBC Central Directorate. 

Rate: £6 for 20 words. In a covering letter 
please include your pension number.

CAPTION competition
The winner of a £10 voucher for the most 
amusing caption was John van Dyken, with 
‘Congratulations, you have now passed 
your Broadcasting House induction course.’ John Dean came 
up with ‘He lives! Get him some trousers and he can be DG.’

WIN
£10

Post your witty caption  
to Prospero by Friday  
6 March 2015 (see page 
2 for address) or email 
prospero@bbc.co.uk, with 
‘caption competition 1’ in 
the subject line. Good luck!

Picture shows first celebrity 
cook, Fanny Cradock.

Reunions
ITV 60 anniversary
Did you work on permanent staff of an 
original Independent Television Company 
between 1955 and 1968?

Depending on response, it is hoped to 
have a mid-day gathering (of necessity  
on a self-funding/paid ticket basis) 
somewhere in central London on Tuesday, 
22 September 2015, to mark and celebrate 
ITV’s Diamond Anniversary.

Costs will depend on possible 
sponsorship, the venue (to be determined 
by the numbers involved) and negotiated 
food and drink prices.

To assess initial support, please indicate 
your committed interest by emailing Bill 
Rawcliffe at: bill@sheppertonsound.plus.com, 
giving your name, the company you were 
with, full contact details and whether you 
would require one or two tickets.

The first book to tell the story of the BBC’s specialised broadcasting for the UK’s South Asian 
communities has been published. Asian Auntie-Ji: Life with the BBC Asian Network has been 
written by Mike Curtis, its first news editor and later its network manager.

‘It was daunting 
but exciting’


