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Prospero is provided free of charge to retired BBC 
employees, or to their spouses and dependants. 
Prospero provides a source of news on former 
colleagues, developments at the BBC and pension 
issues, plus classified adverts. 

To advertise in Prospero, please see page 12.  
To view Ariel online, please visit www.bbc.co.uk/ariel.

Please send your editorial contributions, or 
comments/feedback, to: Prospero, BBC Pension and 
Benefits Centre, Broadcasting House, Cardiff CF5 2YQ. 
Email: prospero@bbc.co.uk

Please make sure that any digital pictures you send are 
scanned at 300 dpi.

The next issue of Prospero will appear in October 
2013. The copy deadline is 6 September 2013.

02 bbC PENSioNS

Pensioner trustee Geoff Jones re-elected for third term

During the election, which closed on 10 July 
2013, 5,494 valid votes were received. 
Turnout was 29.31%, and around 15% 
of votes were cast online or by telephone 
voting (managed by an independent agency, 
Electoral Reform Services).

For the first time, the single transferable 
vote (STV) system was used in the election. 
Under STV, each voter ranks the list of 
candidates in order of preference (placing 
a ‘1’ beside their most preferred candidate, 
a ‘2’ beside their second most preferred, 
and so on). The system aims to minimise 
‘wasted votes’, by transferring votes to other 
candidates that would otherwise be wasted 

on sure losers or sure winners. 
Geoff says: ‘It is gratifying to be elected 

for a third term as the pensioner trustee. 
It is also somewhat humbling when one 

considers the wealth of talent and experience 
represented by the other candidates. I 
personally would like to thank them for 
their time and interest in deciding to stand. 
The Scheme is lucky to attract such strong 
support from its members.

‘This time we used the single transferable 
vote. The list of candidates was long (17), 
but it seems to have worked well. Allowing 
voters to express their preferences in 
descending order means fewer ‘wasted’ votes 
and the outcome confers a greater legitimacy 
than the time honoured ‘first past the post’ 
system, especially when the turnout is 
relatively small.

‘Looking ahead, my first task will be to 
participate as a member of the Scheme’s 
valuation working group and engage with 
the BBC in discussions about actuarial 

assumptions, future contributions and our 
investment policy. This is a delicate balancing 
act in that the trustees have to secure the 
benefits promised to members without 
prejudicing the sponsor’s long-term viability. 
However, the Scheme enjoys the full support 
of the BBC and I am sure we will reach a 
satisfactory outcome.

‘Six years is a long time between 
elections. I have therefore decided to write 
the occasional report for Prospero and the 
mypensions website so that you can be 
kept informed of my activities and judge 
for yourselves whether I am up to the task 
in hand.  

‘You can of course contact me at any time 
on pensionertrustee@btinternet.com or by 
post through the Pension and Benefits Centre 
(Cardiff CF5 2YQ). I don’t promise to deal 
with every query myself but I will ensure 
that they are dealt with expeditiously by our 
team in Cardiff.’

Geoff Jones (pictured below) has been re-elected to the post of pensioner trustee for a further six-year term, following an election 
among eligible members of the BBC Pension Scheme. Leslie Huss Smickler was the runner up.

I have decided to write the occasional report for 
Prospero and the mypensions website so that you 
can be kept informed of my activities… Dear Prospero,

I would like to thank all those who 
voted for me in the recent election for the 
pensioner nominated Trustee.  

It is a great shame only 29% of those 
eligible to vote did so. Although I will not 
be a candidate in six years’ time, I would 
hope the next election will be held on a 
timetable that allows for greater advance 
coverage in Prospero. Voters should have 
the opportunity to explore candidates’ 
views and discuss the challenges that 
face the Pension Scheme.

I wish Geoff Jones well during his 
second term and would urge him to lobby 
to increase pensioner representation on 
the Trust as a matter of urgency.
Tom Ross

Low turnout

Encouraging results from 2013 Customer Survey 

Overall the results were encouraging  
and they provided a useful snapshot of 
member satisfaction, expectations and 
understanding of the Scheme, and gave  
the BBC Pension and Benefits Centre 
valuable feedback as to how we can  
improve the services we offer.

In total, 1,850 members completed the 
survey, with a response rate of 12.8%. (The 
last survey, in 2008, had 484 respondents. 
A survey was not carried out in 2011 because 
of the BBC’s pension reform changes, which 
it was felt might distort the results.)

It is evident from the responses that 
pensioners continue to value highly 
the service and communications from 
the Scheme:
• 92% of pensioner respondents said they 

found the pension service line useful to 
very useful

• 95% of pensioner respondents rated the 
summary report as useful to very useful

• 95% of pensioner respondents rated 
Prospero as useful to very useful.

There was a slight difference between the 
way that pensioners and active members 
contacted the Centre – 66% and 56% 
respectively used the telephone. Just over 
one in five pensioner respondents prefer to 
contact the Centre by email, and one in ten 
use post.

Most pensioner queries concerned 
changes in personal information and tax 
queries, but there was an increase in detailed 
pensioner queries (about, for example, tax 
information and pension increases, as well 
as information of the Lifetime Allowance and 
Annual Allowance).

Thank you to everyone who took the 
time to complete the Customer Survey. 
You can see the full results of the survey on 
www.bbc.co.uk/mypension, or contact the 
pension service line for a copy (tel: 029 2032 
2811; email: myPension@bbc.co.uk).

In the February edition of Prospero, we invited pensioners 
to share their views about the services provided by the 
BBC Pension and Benefits Centre, by completing the 2013 
Customer Survey.

the team behind the pension service helpline
Front row left to right: Rachel Hector and Jayne Baldwin. Centre row left to right: 
Terry Lewis and Jo Morgan. Back row left to right: Kevin Stone and Jonathan Winter.
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devised and compiled by Jim Palm

On 4 June 2013, the Dame Janet 
Smith Review was extended to 
include the Stuart Hall 
investigation. This investigation 

is being chaired by Dame Linda Dobbs DBE. 
We know that, in many cases, it will not be 
easy for witnesses to come forward but the 
Stuart Hall investigation needs your support 
to fulfil its responsibilities. Please do help 
us if you can.

Appeal for witnesses
We would very much like to hear from:
1. people against whom Stuart Hall has 

admitted inappropriate sexual conduct in 
connection with his work for the BBC;

2. people who were the subject of 
inappropriate sexual conduct by 
Stuart Hall in connection with his work 
at the BBC;

3. people who knew of or suspected 
inappropriate sexual conduct by 
Stuart Hall in connection with his 
work for the BBC;

4. anyone who raised concerns about 
Stuart Hall’s sexual conduct, whether 
formally or informally, within the BBC;

5. people who worked for or with the BBC 
during the time that Stuart Hall worked 
there (currently believed to be between 
approximately 1958/9 and 2013), 
whether or not they were aware of any 
inappropriate behaviour and were people:
• who worked with or for Stuart Hall 

or on programmes he presented 
or took part in (whether in junior 
or senior roles, including but not 

limited to roles such as any producers, 
production assistants, researchers, floor 
managers, floor assistants and assistant 
floor managers);

• to whom Stuart Hall reported (directly 
or indirectly);

• who were familiar with the culture or 
practices of the BBC locations where  
Stuart Hall worked during that time 
insofar as they may have been relevant  
to preventing or enabling inappropriate 
sexual conduct;

• who held senior positions at the BBC 
and who may have relevant information 
which would assist the investigation 
into the conduct of Stuart Hall, 
e.g. people who worked in human 
resources, directors or producers.

If you think you can help us, please contact 
us at info@damelindadobbsreview.com, leave 
a message with your contact details on our 
voicemail only line: 0800 808 5298 or write 
to us at The Dame Janet Smith Review (Hall), 
c/o Reed Smith LLP, The Broadgate Tower, 
20 Primrose Street, London EC2A 2RS.

We are very grateful to all those who 
feel able to assist us and we recognise the 
courage required to do so in many cases.

C r O S P e r O  1 7 4
Complete the square by using the clues; these apply only to 
words running across. Then take these words in numerical order 
and extract the letters indicated by a dot. If your answers are 
correct, these letters will spell out a BBC film and the music that 
accompanied it.

Please send your answers in an envelope marked ‘Crospero’ to The 
Editor, Prospero, BBC Pension and Benefits Centre, Broadcasting 
House, Cardiff CF5 2YQ, by Friday 6 September. 

CLUeS
1. Magic stick (4); 2. Drink (5); 3. Gene carrier (3); 4. Seed case (3);  
5. Extinct bird (3); 6. Small guzzle (3); 7. Spanish shout (3);  
8. Kubrick villain (3); 9. Tuck (5); 10. Current unit (3); 11. Donkey (3);  
12. Makes up (11); 13. Single (3); 14. Push hard (3); 15. Restricted eater (5); 
16. OT character (3); 17. Miss West, possibly (3); 18. Bother (3);  
19. For cooking (3); 20. Rival news outfit (3); 21. Floor covering (3);  
22. Performance platform (5); 23. River (4)

Solutions to Crospero 173: Eject; Oats; Ooze: Blitz; order; Emcee; 
Scene; Ros; Radio; Eland; ERT; Press; Toque; Aura; Ruse; Stamp; Steal; 
Ethos. The programme was Jazz Record Requests. The winner of a 
£10 voucher was Mrs A Page of Bristol.
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Stuart Hall investigation calls 
for your help
Towards the end of last year, BBC pensioners were asked to come forward with information in the 
wake of the Jimmy Savile revelations. On 14 May 2013, Stuart Hall pleaded guilty to 14 charges 
of indecent assault, some of which were related to his conduct in connection with his work for the 
BBC. As a result, the BBC announced that a further investigation would be undertaken into the 
conduct of Stuart Hall in connection with his work for the BBC. Consequently, the Review would 
be grateful for any assistance that former BBC staff members can give it in the conduct of this 
new investigation. 

devised and compiled by Jim Palm

The BBC has spent almost £5m on three 
inquiries set up in the wake of the Jimmy 
Savile scandal.

The Corporation’s annual report revealed 
the Pollard Review, which looked into 
Newsnight’s dropped investigation into 
Savile, cost £2.4m.

BBC Trust chairman Chris Patten said 
the organisation was determined to learn 
lessons from the past year.

Director general Tony Hall admitted the 
BBC was not the ‘steward of public money’ 
it should have been.

Lord Hall, who started in the job four 
months ago, said further steps were 
needed to ensure the BBC was better run 
and more efficient.

The breakdown of the costs of the 
Pollard Review showed that the £2.1m 
costs (excluding tax and VAT) included 
£893,500 to lawyers Reed Smith 
and £492,436 for the BBC’s ‘external 
legal support’.

In addition, witnesses’ legal costs 
totalled £391,120.

The Pollard Review was set up by the 
BBC to decide if there were management 
failings over Newsnight’s axed Savile 
investigation in 2011.

The report, headed by former head of 
Sky News Nick Pollard and published in 
December 2012, concluded the decision 
to shelve the investigation was ‘seriously 
flawed’ but ‘done in good faith’.

The report dismissed claims the 
programme was dropped to protect tribute 
shows to Savile and found no evidence of 
a cover-up, but was highly critical of BBC 
bosses in describing ‘chaos and confusion’ 
and ‘leadership in short supply’.

The recently published BBC’s annual 
report and review for 2012/13 also revealed 
that the gap has narrowed between the 
director general’s salary and that of the 
average member of staff.

Tony Hall, who is paid £450,000, collects 
eleven times the median (middle) earnings 
of staff, while Mark Thompson, who 
was on £613,000, pocketed 16.5 times 
median earnings.

But the number of people on staff at 
the public service part of the BBC has 
fallen by 1.9% to 16,534, with the wage bill 
9% (or £93m) lower than in the previous 
financial year.

The report also reveals that Hall’s new-
look board of directors will earn 8% (or 
£209,000) less than the executive board 
of 2011/12.

By contrast, the executive board 
remuneration in 2012/13 rocketed. It went 
up to £4.1m from £2.6m, due partly to the 
hefty severance pay-offs for the long-serving 
George Entwistle and Caroline Thomson.

BBC reveals £5m 
spent on Savile 
inquiries

Aside from the Pollard Review, the 
Respect at Work Review by Dinah Rose 
QC was published in May; and Dame 
Janet Smith’s review into the culture and 
practices of the BBC during the Savile 
years will come out later this year. The 
cost of all three inquiries up to 31 March 
2013 was £4.9m. This does not include 
the latest Stuart Hall review (see above).

further reviews

Do you need 
support?
The Review has been consulting with the 
National Association for People Abused in 
Childhood (NAPAC), to assist those who 
may require support either with speaking 
to us or support more generally. 

We would encourage anyone who 
feels that they need help or assistance to 
contact NAPAC’s free, confidential support 
line on 0800 085 3330. 

Further information about NAPAC can be 
found at http://www.napac.org.uk.

You can also contact the NSPCC on 
their free, confidential support line:  
0808 800 5000 (www.nspcc.org.uk). 

You can also contact the Lucy Faithfull 
Foundation on their helpline:  
0808 1000 900 (www.lucyfaithfull.org).

Further information including the Terms 
of Reference relating to the Stuart Hall 
and Jimmy Savile investigations can 
be found on the Review’s website at 
www.damejanetsmithreview.com
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Broadcast engineer shortage

The Lamplighters
I was sorry to hear through Prospero that 
Ken Clarke had passed away. He was my shift 
supervisor on Shift 2 Telecine at Alexandra 
Palace in the early 60s.

I have strong memories of him 
meticulously checking machine lace-up 
before transmission but I also remember our 
shift was called ‘The Lamplighters’. This was 

because Ken insisted we controlled the gain 
of the Videcon TK channels by adjusting the 
light input rather than using Videcon target 
control voltage. There were, no doubt, good 
technical reasons for this decision but it did 
make for a slightly awkward operation as 
lamp intensity was not easily available on the 
control panel. From memory I understand 

Shift 1 (I believe led by Bill Mason) used 
target voltage to control the channels.

Seems a long time ago now but TK was a 
great place to work with a range of 16mm 
and 35mm Videcon crossfire channels with 
16mm and 35mm sep mag bays.

Happy days.
Garth Jeffery

G4S for BBC 
security contract?
In the light of the many letters and articles 
about retired staff having access to BBC 
buildings, readers might be interested 
to know that the contract for security to 
manage that access across all BBC properties 
is up for tender at present. 

I am very unhappy to hear that one of 
the firms being considered for this contract 
is G4S who so wonderfully failed to deliver 
over the Olympics but whose record in 
observing human rights and the rule of 
international law leaves even more to 
be desired. 

The BBC itself has exposed this company’s 
mistreatment here of immigration and 
asylum seekers in detention but its 
international record is worse, particularly 
in Israel and the Occupied Territories as it 
provides security in facilities within Israel, 
where Palestinians, including children, are 
illegally held and transferred, sometimes 
under Administrative Detention, and where 
there is compelling evidence that torture 
takes place. 

A letter has been sent to the BBC by many 

Unsatisfactory tour 
of new BH
As a retired member of staff and as a 
pensioner, I am not allowed into the new 
BBC Broadcasting House, even with my 
photo card, which is now worthless.
I would have been most interested to 
see the new premises, which have cost 
£1.4 billion. Since we are refused entry to 
BBC premises, I opted for the tour which 
is available to the public for £11.25.

We were shown many offices and 
studios on a video screen. We then went to 
a small studio on the ground floor where 
we took part in a short radio play. We then 
went on to see the concert hall, which 
is basically the same as when I worked 
there. We were then escorted back to the 
entrance hall and we were allowed to see 
the new news room, through plate glass. 
That was the end of our tour. We saw 
virtually nothing of the new building and 
I was most disappointed. I really hope that 
BBCPA can arrange a far more inclusive 
tour of the new premises, there must 
be so much to see. And hopefully, in the 
future, we will be allowed greater access 
to BBC premises, and not treated as a 
nuisance and a threat to health and safety.

I would add that the two gentlemen 
that took us on the mini-tour were 
totally delightful and amusing. I think 
for the general public it is a most 
entertaining tour, but for those of us who 
have worked and loved the BBC it was 
totally unsatisfactory.
Mark Bredon

First class
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for producing such a first-class 
publication which keeps us in touch 
with ongoing developments at the BBC 
whilst allowing us to read of some of the 
many adventures and initiatives involving 
former friends and colleagues. It really 
is invaluable.
Bill Hamilton

Familiar 
names
I look forward to the arrival of Prospero 
every month and it is interesting to read 
about colleagues with whom I have 
worked over 37 years. 

I was very interested to read the article 
by Anthony Wills, as I met him when he 
stayed in the Isle of Man a few years ago.

On the obit page I read the article about 
Ronnie Marsh. He was based in one of 
those caravans at the back of the BBC site 
when I went for my audition when I was 
12. I came across him many times at the 
BBC. His wife, Judy, was a good friend and 
we used to have lunch every week when I 
worked at Kensington House. Ronnie gave 
me my first stereo system when he was 
upgrading his.

Please keep up the good work for all us 
retired pensioners. It is just a bit sad that 
I always seem to know at least one person 
mentioned on the obit page. I worked 
with Raymond Cusick when I was in 
drama plays.
Ella Slack

A headline in the latest Prospero is ‘BBC to train 
broadcast engineers to meet critical shortfall’.

It seems that the recent Olympics 
coverage has made them realise that most 
of their skilled engineers are now nearing 
retirement with no younger replacements 
being available!

When the Engineering Division was 
abolished (something which affected me 
at the time, with the closure of Designs 
Department, where I was then working) and 
Engineering Training was done away with, 
I must admit that I wondered how long 
it would be before the Beeb management 
realised that they’d pulled away the branch 
they were sitting on. It’s taken a lot longer 
than I expected! 
I saw this behaviour several times in my 
BBC career: new manager comes in, and 
for no better reason than to make his mark 
(or because the Bean Counters have told 
him it will save money) decides to do away 
with an existing structure which is working 
perfectly well and replace it with something 
new and untried. The BBC culture means 
that those higher up than him feel bound to 
support his decision once it has been made 
public however much they may know that 
it’s wrong, and therefore it goes ahead with 
disastrous results, only to be reversed at a 
later date by the next new manager! 

There are many other examples one can 
think of, such as the decision to move Radio 
to White City, and (dare I say it) the sale of 
TVC, and the recent tapeless archive system, 

which has at least broken the mould by 
being scrapped before it was completed!
Richard Davis

So there IS a Shortage of broadcast 
engineers is there (as reported in the current 
Prospero). Well, that’s what you get if you 
decimate the BBC Engineering Training 
Department. Wood Norton for 50 years, it 
had a worldwide reputation for engineering 
AND operational training. I have talked to 
people from other organisations on trains 
and planes who work in the industry. 
Mention Wood Norton and they all have 
been there.

Too late to ask me to come back now.
Colin Pierpoint [ex ETD lecturer]

prominent academics as well as those in the 
media who have worked for the BBC, like 
directors Ken Loach and Mike Leigh, and the 
actor Miriam Margolyes. 

Let us hope that the BBC, even though 
they may still not let us into the buildings 
we used to work in, will not award such a 
large and crucial contract to a company with 
this appalling record of mismanagement and 
human rights infringements. 
Paul Hughes-Smith

Backing up Bunce
I welcome Roger Bunce’s letter (Prospero, 
June) and share his sadness over the closure 
of TVC, yet another glaring example of BBC 
facilities mismanagement. 

For a generation, the Corporation  
has seemed to respond paradoxically to  
its levelling-off licence fee income growth  
by expanding relentlessly onto new 
‘platforms’ (extra digital channels, internet 
websites, social media etc.), and trying to  
be more comprehensive, rather than 
concentrating on its ‘core value’ as the 
world’s most respected radio and 
TV broadcaster.

Managers have also been decimating 
production and technical resources  
through redundancies, casualisation and  
out-sourcing, battling against broadcast 
unions as they tried to force the remnant 
staff to work longer and more unsocial  
hours for no more reward, but much less  
job security.

This cynical change in the BBC’s approach 
to its staff began in the Thatcher/Birt era, 
when the Tory-enforced ‘Internal Market’ 
obliged production teams that previously 
co-operated harmoniously to charge each 
other for every penny expended – on the 
same programmes!

Despite many examples of PPI schemes 
that saved nothing yet cost more, BBC 
bureaucrats still seem to think that moving 
programme departments North and getting 
into bed with a property company who  
own a ship canal and shopping precincts is 
the best way forward. Yet in the past, many 
good programmes, devised and premiered 
by BBC North (Top of the Pops, Question  
of Sport etc.) had to resist a constant 
southwards pull, because London was in 
those days assumed to be the natural home 
for successful ideas.
Malcolm Carr

Longest-serving 
employee?

I’m wondering I can claim to be the longest-
serving employee of the BBC?

After serving for three years as a radar 
technician with the RAF, I reported for duty 
as a probationary technical assistant at the 
BBC Studios of The Welsh Home Service in 
Cardiff in May 1954.

I’m still employed by the BBC – celebrating 
59 years of unbroken service to Auntie. 
1954 - 56: radio engineer
1956 - 60: television engineer/cameraman
1961 - 62: stage manager Tel OBs, London
1962 - 91: director /producer Tel Sports, 
Cardiff (with overlapping freelance contract 
as a radio presenter)
1988 - to present: geriatric disc jockey, 
presenting a Sunday morning radio 
programme called A String of Pearls on BBC 
Radio Wales, featuring musical memories of 
The BBC Dance Band Days, The Golden Age 
of Hollywood Musicals, The Big Band Era, 
Entertainment of World War 2, and requests 
from my Golden Days Postbag.

If I make it to 60 years everyone’s invited 
to the party! With gratitude for such a 
fascinating journey.
Dewi Griffiths
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Re: Colour copying confessions
Your recent correspondent Paul Colbert 
described how he managed to duplicate the 
highly prized ‘Red Pass’ for the Horseshoe 
car park at the front of Television Centre.

He is, however, not alone in this noble 
deception, and as a fellow miscreant, 
I too found the lure of the occasional 
‘float’ pass issued to fortunate members 
of the Presentation Operational team 
simply insufficient after many years of 
shift working in the Presentation and 
Promotions Department.

So I too set about the business of creating 
my very own version of this passport to 
parking nirvana. Not for me the luxury of 

colour photocopying however. As I recall, I 
made a black and white copy of a ‘float pass’, 
then scoured the Sunday Times Colour 
Supplement for an advert with a sufficient 
area of red print as close in colour to the 
original pass as possible. This was then 
carefully cut out in the required shape. Then 
came the most difficult part – cutting out a 
white ‘C’ to stick on the top of the red print. 
It was a ‘C’ (for Centre?) rather that an ‘A’ 
pass as your correspondent believed.

The final compilation of B+W photocopied 
background, colour circle, and white C was 
then slipped into a slightly grubby plastic 
sleeve to complete the deception.

I well remember the first outing with my 
fake creation. With the hairs on the back of 
my neck prickling, I approached the Main 
Gate. Would my forgery be exposed, or 
would I be waved in? Suffice to say I enjoyed 
several years parked in the company of the 
great and good in the hallowed Horseshoe, 
before I eventually departed for a new career 
challenge, and the birth of Channel Four. 
Mercifully, this time, I was blessed with my 
very own car parking space in the basement 
of the Channel Four building.
Tim Simmons

Visiting Scheme  
If you would like a visit or information on 
how to become a volunteer visitor, please 
ring 0845 712 5529. You will be charged  
at the local rate.
Queries  
For benefit and pension payroll queries,  
call the Service Line on 029 2032 2811  
or email myPension@bbc.co.uk
Prospero  
To add or delete a name from the distribution 
list, ring the Service Line on 029 2032 2811. 
Prospero is provided free of charge to retired 
BBC employees. On request, we will also 
send it to spouses or dependants who want 
to keep in touch with the BBC. Prospero is 
also available on audio disc for those with 
sight impairment. To register, please ring  
the Service Line.
bbC Club  
The BBC Club in London has a retired 
category membership costing £30 a year 
or £39 a year for family membership. 
Pre-1997 life members are not affected. 
Regional clubs may have different 
arrangements. Please call BBC Club 
London administration office on 020 8752 
6666 or email bbc.club@bbc.co.uk
benevolent fund 
This is funded by voluntary contributions 
from the BBC and its purpose is to protect 
the welfare of staff, pensioners and their 
families. Grants are made at the discretion 
of the Trustees. They may provide 
assistance in cases of unforeseen financial 
hardship, for which help from other sources 
is not available. Telephone: 029 2032 3772
Prospero Society  
Prospero Society is the only section of the 
BBC Club run by and for retired BBC staff 
and their spouses. Its aim is to enable BBC 
pensioners to meet on a social basis for 
theatre visits, luncheons, coach outings 
etc. Prospero is supported by BBC Club 
funds so as to make events affordable. The 
only conditions (apart from paying a small 
annual subscription) are that you must be 
a BBC pensioner and a member of the 
BBC Club. For an application form write 
to: Graham Snaith, 67 Newberries Avenue, 
Radlett, Herts WD7 7EL.  
Telephone: 01923 855177  
Mobile: 07736 169612  
Email: graham.snaith@yahoo.co.uk
bbC products 
BBC retired staff who can provide proof 
of identity as a BBC pensioner are entitled 
to a 30% discount off the RRP of most 
products in the following BBC shops (some 
exclusions apply):  
BBC Sussex Shop, 40-42 Queens Road, 
Brighton BN1 3XB. Tel: 01273 320413  
BBC Birmingham Shop, BBC Birmingham, 
The Mailbox, Birmingham B1 1AY.  
Tel: 0121 6321372 
BBC Shop, 9 St Nicholas Place, Leicester 
LE1 5LB. Tel: 0116 2016612   
BBC Merseyside Shop, 57 Hanover Street, 
Liverpool, L1 3DS. Tel: 0151 794 0908 
BBC Kent Shop, The Great Hall, Mount 
Pleasant Rd, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 
1QQ. Tel: 01892 530915

The shops can offer a select mail order 
service in the UK only; please call your local 
shop to discuss your requirements.

Other ways to order a wider range 
of BBC products (quoting your pension 
number when ordering): By phone: 08700 
777 001 8.30am-6pm weekdays. By post: 
BBC Shop, PO Box 308, Sittingbourne, 
Kent ME9 8LW. 
bbC Pa 
For details of how to join the Pensioners’ 
Association, see the adjacent panel.

CONTACTS

Goodnight Vienna
Bill Cotton used to tell a story about Eric 
Maschwitz, sometime Head of Light 
Entertainment, Television, who had written a 
musical show called Goodnight Vienna. Driving 
home one night he stopped at the Lewisham 
Hippodrome where his show was playing 
and asked the manager how Goodnight Vienna 
was doing in Lewisham. Back came the reply: 
‘About as well as Goodnight Lewisham would be 
doing in Vienna.’
Tony Ashton

No more black 
puddings
I worked in the main Post Room from 1948 
to 1988, in charge of franking machines 
and thousands of stamps. On What’s my line? 
in the 1950s was a ‘Black Pudding Maker’. 
Gilbert Harding said ‘I’ve not had a black 
pudding for years!’  Dozens were sent in 
for him, which we forwarded to him. He 
phoned to say ‘No more please, give them to 
your staff’, which we did. I’ve never tasted a 
black pudding.

All good things!
Derek Moon

Just William 
correction
I hate to contradict Pat Lawrence, but the first 
radio series of Just William was not broadcast 
in 1952. I have a copy of Just William which 
was broadcast in the Light Programme on 
4 February 1947 with John Clarke as William 
and Tony Stockman as Ginger. Edited by 
Rex Diamond and Ian Smith, the producer 
was Alick Hayes with incidental music 
composed and conducted by Leighton Lucas, 
who is probably best remembered for the 
wartime film Target for tonight.
Jim Palm

BBC experimental 
stereo broadcasts
If any colleagues have information on how 
these programmes in the early 60s were 
engineered, using TV and radio as stereo 
channels, or any other information on these 
unique broadcasts, I would be most grateful 
to hear from them.
Ian Reed (email: iancreed@ntlworld.com)
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I was surprised yet delighted to see the 
picture of an old friend from my BBC days 
in Manchester (1960-87), John Rothwell 
and his wife Margaret.

For the first 82 years of my life my 
home was in Bolton, and I was pleased 
that John, a stalwart of Kearsley (now part 
of Bolton Council), had been made an 
Honorary Alderman of the Council. The 
award couldn’t have gone to a nicer fellow, 
who loved Kearsley with a passion that few 
councillors can feel for their wards.

For the past four years I have lived on 
the Hebridean island of Islay with Mary, 
my wife of almost 60 years duration 
(we celebrate our Diamond Wedding 
anniversary next month), and living nearby 
is my daughter Jean, who recently retired 
as the GP for Port Ellen. It is a marvellous 
place to live, with beautiful countryside and 
friendly neighbours, but I miss some things 
about Bolton, notably the Wanderers.

It rarely features on the News, especially 
now that the Wanderers have slipped from 
the Premiership. So I was especially pleased 

A bit of Bolton

to see the picture and read the article on 
John Rothwell. My own passion, which I 
followed in my years at the Corporation 
and for over 20 years after retirement is 
the NUJ.
Alan Knowles
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It began with just another box of old 
black-and-white photographs being 
sorted during a visit to my mother in 
Melbourne. But there was one family 

group photo that stood out because I had 
never seen it before, nor could I identify one 
of the women in it. 
My mother was dismissive. ‘Oh, that’s just 
Aunty Florrie,’ she said, ‘she wasn’t talked 
about much.’

My mother’s reaction to the photograph 
intrigued me. Why was Aunty Florrie the 
only member of my extended Cox family 
I had not heard of before?

I pressed my mother to explain. Bit by 
bit I extracted the basic facts that Florence 
‘Florrie’ Cox had been married to a Baptist 
missionary in East Bengal (now Bangladesh), 
and that there was ‘another woman’ whom 
her husband later married. There had been a 
‘terrible scandal’ when it happened around 
the time of the First World War.

My mother’s revelations seemed to 
amount to no more than a small sidebar 
story for the family history. I was not to 
know that it would lead me onto a late-life 
career change.

Having left the BBC in 1996, I had 
been doing the usual things for a retired 
corporation manager: teaching, consultancies 
and writing occasional newspaper articles. 
But that all began to change as I dug deeper 
into Florrie Cox’s astonishing story. 

The more I discovered, the more it 
became clear that what happened to my great 
aunt deserved a wider audience than the 
family history. 

My wife, Rosemary, and I were telling 
friends over dinner what had been uncovered 
about Florrie, when Rosemary suddenly 
declared: ‘You know, this would make a 
great film!’ I had to agree.
I was about to leave for Australia, where 
I was born and grew up, so took the 
opportunity to sound out the national and 
Victorian State government film agencies 
about the movie idea. 

The people at Screen Australia, as the 
Australian Film Commission is now known, 
were polite when I met them in Sydney, 
but not enthusiastic. However, the reaction 

was different when I pitched the idea to 
Roslyn Walker, then Script Development 
Editor for Film Victoria in Melbourne. She 
thought it could make a wonderful film 
and that we should keep in touch as the 
project developed.

It soon became clear there were two 
major problems: 1) I had yet to establish 
why there had been such a deep scandal, 
and 2) although I had spent a total of six 
years in television news, I was clueless about 
writing a screenplay.

Coming up with the title God’s Triangle was 
the easy bit, but in my naivety, I believed that 
the skills for writing a television news script 
and a screenplay were basically the same. 
Wrong. My first draft of the screenplay was 
embarrassingly bad.

In the early 1970s, I had got to know 
Australia’s Bruce Beresford who was then 
working in London and yet to establish 
himself as one of Hollywood’s most 
successful directors. He had asked me to 

comment on a raucous script he and his 
mate Barry Humphries had written, titled 
The Adventures of Barry McKenzie and based on the 
Private Eye magazine comic strip. 

Rosemary and I pronounced it to be very 
funny, but because the language was so 
crude, we thought it unlikely to get funding. 
Wrong again. Six months later, the money 
was found and the film made.

Decades later, I cheekily contacted Bruce 
and asked if he would comment on my draft. 

This he willingly did. 
Bruce was friendly, but not impressed 

by my screen writing skills. He offered 
me the best advice I have been given as a 
screenwriter: ‘Forget you are a journalist. 
Stop telling the audience what is going on. 
Let them work it out for themselves.’

That was back in 1999. Since then I 
have learned – often painfully – how a film 
script should be constructed and I have 
discovered the truth about Florrie Cox’s 
marriage breakup. 

Roslyn Walker, now an independent 
producer, has joined forces with another 
senior Australian producer, Julie Marlow, and 

bought the film rights to Florrie’s story. Just 
as importantly, Film Victoria has given the 
project its stamp of approval and is funding 
the project to the shooting stage.

Now I must get back to another of my 
book and screenplay projects: The story of 
a scandal in the BBC, but perhaps I have 
missed the boat on that one!

The paperback and ebook versions of 
God’s Triangle are available through this website: 
www.godstriangle.com

Ian Richardson, a former senior editor with BBC World Service 
radio and television, explains the story behind his book and 
screenplay, God’s Triangle.

lifE aftEr auNtiE

God’s Triangle: 
how an old photograph 
led to a film contract

Club Extra – get more 
from your membership
Have you checked out the extra benefits 
you can get as a BBC Club member? As 
well as our infamous lottery, we are always 
on the lookout for special offers and 
discounts to benefit our members and give 
you more value for your subscriptions. For 
more information about the full range of 
activities on offer see our website http://
www.bbcclub.com/extra

These offers are exclusive to our Club 
members so you will need to log in to our 
website to view them. 

If you are a member and have difficulty 
logging in, call the Club on 020 8752 6666 
or email us at bbc.club@bbc.co.uk

Club Extra – offers
Here are a few examples of our current offers:

Penhaligons – 15% discount. Find your 
perfect scent and book a fragrance profiling 
appointment.

Meditation in the Yorkshire Dales – 20% 
discount off course and retreat prices. A 
beautiful and inspirational centre to learn 
the age old wisdom of meditation.

Nigel Wilson photography courses – 
20% off any weekend course. Learn how to 
use your SLR or perfect your techniques 
and rekindle your passion for photography.

Iberica Marylebone – complimentary 
glass of  cava or a dessert for each guest. 
Situated round the corner from BBC Club 
Western House.  

Beau Baskets – 20% off all purchases. 
If you want a gift with the wow factor Beau 
Basket have luxury gift baskets, carefully 
and thoughtfully selected for any occasion.

O2 Open – 30% open discount on 
selected phones when you take out a new 
agreement or upgrade an existing 
mobile account.

For full terms and conditions on all our 
offers, plus details of how to redeem them, 
go to our website bbc.club.com/extra/
offers or call Wai Man on 020 8752 6666.

Club lottery: what would you do 
with £10,000? 
Colin Matthews was June’s lucky recipient 
of the Club Lottery’s £10,000 quarterly 
jackpot and he is buying his wife a car. Let 
us know how you would spend £10,000 
and there will be a Club goody bag for the 
most interesting answer. Email us at 
bbc.club@bbc.co.uk

The odds of winning the Club Lottery are 
1 in 1,376; the odds of winning the national 
lottery are 1 in 13,983,186. Each month we 
also have a £1,000 prize and a whole 
bunch of £100 and £50 prizes up for grabs. 
Find out more on www.bbcclub/extra/
lottery or call Sachin on 020 8752 6666 
to sign up. 

Got a question or comment?  
Email us at bbc.club@bbc.co.uk  
or call 020 8752 6666. 

Ian Richardson.

Arthur and Amelia Cox and family 1914.

Forget you are a journalist. Stop telling 
the audience what is going on. Let them 
work it out for themselves.
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Spike remembered

Just like a real OB!

Caring for people with dementia

lifE aftEr auNtiE

MOnEy MATTERS
Looking at State 
Pension reform
Supporting pensioners has been a key 
Government policy since coming into office: 
enshrined in the coalition agreement is the 
commitment to protect the basic State 
Pension by the triple lock – increasing 
its value by the highest of price inflation, 
earnings growth or 2.5% (Source: 
Department for Work and Pensions, The 
single-tier pension: a foundation for saving.) 
This triple lock was first engaged in April 
this year when both price inflation and 
earnings growth were below 2.5%. In view 
of this, those in receipt of State Pension will 
have seen their benefits rise by 2.5% since 
April 2013.

The Government is looking to reform 
State Pension provision, and following 
public consultation has developed a 
proposition to introduce the single-tier 
pension by April 2016.

What impact will that have 
on me?
Those already over State Pension age 
when the reforms are implemented will 
continue to receive their State Pension (and 
the Savings Credit, where applicable) in line 
with existing rules.

Those who have still to reach State 
Pension age will fall into the transition 
process for the single-tier pension which 
will translate people’s pre-implementation 
National Insurance records into a 
simpler single-tier starting amount – the 
‘foundation amount’.

Individuals will fall into four distinct 
groups: those with a ‘foundation amount’ 
equal to the level of single-tier pension, 
those with ‘foundation amounts’ both 
higher and lower than the single-tier 
pension, and those with no pre-
implementation record. 

For those in transition, an individual’s 
National Insurance record will be 
valued using single-tier rules as at the 
implementation of the single-tier pension.

As a safeguard, the Government 
proposes to check to see if the rules of the 
current system would give a better outcome. 
The higher valuation will then become that 
individual’s ‘foundation amount’. 

The single-tier pension will replace 
entitlement to additional State Pension, 
contracting out, Category D pension and 
also Age Addition. 

The single-tier pension will be set above 
the basic level of means tested support, 
currently £145.40 per week for a single 
pensioner. The working paper assumes the 
current triple lock legislative requirement 
will also apply to the single-tier pension, 
but this is not guaranteed.

It should be borne in mind that the 
changes announced are contained in a 
White Paper and much can change before 
the final legislation is in place. 

Iain Miller, Origen Financial Services

This early publicity photograph (1953) of a 
young Spike Milligan will feature in a new 
one-hour entertainment to be presented in 
Brighton this autumn by former BBC Radio 
Brighton producer, John Henty.

‘I picked it up recently at a local collector 
fair,’ John told Prospero. ‘I met Spike on a 
number of occasions and this tribute to 
him will be a very personal one, featuring 
interviews, a 78rpm version of the Ying 
Tong song and excerpts from a rare stand-up 
evening Spike gave on Brighton’s Palace Pier 
in 1984 which I compered.’

‘Goon – But Not Forgotten’ will be 

premiered on Thursday 26 September at 
the bi-monthly meeting of the Max Miller 
Appreciation Society of which John is a 
former chairman.

Proceeds from the evening at the seafront 
Royal Albion Hotel (to which all are 
invited) will go towards the local branch 
of The Samaritans.

‘I know Spike would have approved of 
that,’ John said. ‘And if it’s successful I may 
offer it to other charities elsewhere and 
festivals too.’

More details are available from John at 
johnfhenty@waitrose.com

The heritage TV outside broadcast (OB) unit 
CMCR9, which was LO5/ Midland/North 3 
at various times in its operational career, was 
displayed on schedule at Kelsall Steam and 
Vintage Rally on 22-23 June. 

Gear-wise there were a lot of 
improvements on last year. The EMX was 
working and the communications (more or 
less). We had production talkback and the 
intercomms working, but the sound desk 
is still poorly (but it all lights up which 
looks good!) 

We had a lot of video sources on the 
monitors – two DVDs, a live camera in the 
cab and a VT clock device, as well as various 

test signals, so it looked busy although not 
much was actually happening. We had a 
continuous source of testcard F (imprinted 
‘North 3’), which was amazingly popular 
with the visitors.

We ran out of petrol at 3pm on the Sunday! 
With the increase in working equipment 
we’re up to the load limit of the 6.5kva 
generator and it seems to just drink fuel. 

The attendance was not very good because 
of the awful weather forecast. We weren’t 
visited by any former staff except for one 
gentleman who had worked in telecine in 
the TV Centre, but left in 1968 to become 
a development engineer. The general public 

who did visit us were very appreciative – if 
only to get out of the wind!

Climbing on Anglesey?
It has been established that CMCR9 televised 
the first big colour climbing OB at South 
Stack, Anglesey in 1970. It featured the 
distinguished climbers Hamish McInnes, 
Joe Brown and Breda Arkleff. We understand 
that much delay was caused on that OB 
by a considerable storm which damaged 
some equipment. If anyone has particular 
memories of that event, we would very 
much like to hear from them. Just email me 
at jerry.clegg@btinternet.com

Four years ago, 
Prospero reported 
on former BBC 
programme-maker 
Viviana Fain Binda, 
who had created a 

DVD to help people caring for a relative or 
friend with dementia.

The DVD was sponsored by the 
Millennium Award Scheme with funds from 
the National Lottery after Viviana, who 
worked in the BBC from 1979-1992, began 
to campaign for more and better information 
about caring for dementia.

The DVD, called Life With Two Hats, is based 
on Viviana’s own experiences of trying to 
care for her mother, Hortensia, who died in 
2001 after suffering from Alzheimer’s disease 
for 10 years.

Viviana says: ‘When Alzheimer’s strikes, it 
strikes the patient and the family. The path is 
fraught with obstacles, not least of which is 
finding what help and services are available.’

When Life With Two Hats was reviewed in 
Prospero in 2009, dozens of BBC pensioners in 
Britain and abroad requested the free copy. 
‘The mailbag was full of praise and gratitude 
as carers had found the DVD so useful,’ 
says Viviana.

‘Saga Magazine, The Journal of Dementia Care and 
Mature Times also reviewed it and again readers 
all over the country told me they had found 
the DVD extremely helpful.’ 

Although she is now sadly dead, when 
it came out, Claire Rayner gave the film a 
wonderful review. She said: ‘Even people who 
feel they know all there is to know about 
Alzheimer’s disease will find this video useful 

as well as moving beyond measure. I hope it 
is seen by as many people as possible.’

Vivian adds: ‘There are new people 
becoming carers all the time, so access to 
the film would give them much needed 
information about services, support groups 
and respite at a very difficult time.’

For a free copy of the DVD, send a 
stamped self-addressed envelope to: LW2H, 
52 Achilles Road, London NW6 1EA. (Please 
note: the envelope should be size C5 – plain, 
not padded or jiffy – with a 90p first class or 
69p second class stamp.)

You can also view Life With Two Hats on 
YouTube, but only the DVD includes the list 
of useful organisations.



PROSPERO AUGUST 2013

08 MEMoriES

Until I told her, even Margret 
Thatcher did not know how BBC 
involvement caused the Soviet 
Union at the height of the Cold 

War to call her ‘the Iron Lady’. 
She knew of my interest in East Europe 

as World Service Political Correspondent 
in the 1970s when I attended her weekly 
lobby briefings and interviewed her as 
Opposition Conservative Leader. So she 
made sure I received a copy of her first 
major speech attacking the Soviet Union. 
Her parliamentary press officer, Derek Howe, 
called me to her office to ask if I wanted her 
speech two hours in advance. This enabled 
me to prepare a news despatch and hand the 
speech to the BBC Russian Service to translate 
and broadcast the moment she stood up 
to deliver it in Finchley Town Hall in her 
constituency. These BBC broadcasts prompted 
immediate reaction from the Soviet news 
agency, Tass, calling her ‘the Iron Lady’, an 
intended snub which she turned into a 
valued asset. BBC Russian broadcasts played 
a vital part in the Cold War, penetrating 
Kremlin jamming to reach a wide audience. 

I did not see Derek Howe again for nearly 
40 years until I bumped into him among the 
2,000-congregation at St Paul’s.

It was not the Soviet Union’s massed 
missiles but the unexpected invasion by an 
Argentine military dictator which tested her 
Iron Lady resolve. 

In 50 years of reporting Margaret 
Thatcher’s activities, from listening to her 
maiden speech in the House of Commons in 
1959 to interviewing her at one of her last 
appearances at a Falklands reunion in 2009, 
she told me the Falklands conflict was her 
worst ordeal and victory her finest hour. 

As fellow guests on a long RAF flight to 
the Falklands for the tenth anniversary, she 
agreed to an interview in which I explained 
the BBC’s part in her Iron Lady image. She 
suddenly became serious, fixed me with her 
famous glare and remarked: ‘I may be the 

Iron Lady but I am a compassionate human 
being. The most difficult decision of my life 
was to send men to war knowing some of 
them would not return.’

I was with her at Stanley War Memorial 
when she paid homage to their sacrifice and 
courage, and I stood next to her when she 
told the Islanders: ‘We will always celebrate 
those to whom we owe so much for the 
recovery of your freedom. The best way we 
can celebrate is to build the best future for 
the Islanders and their children.’

She was delighted when this is precisely 
what the Islanders achieved. From the 
detritus of war, they have created a dynamic 
democracy and unprecedented prosperity, 
based on fishing, farming, wildlife 
tourism and prospecting for offshore 
oil, due to flow in 2017. Their children 
enjoy an enviable education system, fully 
funded by the Falklands Government, 
from farm schoolrooms to United 
Kingdom universities.

The Iron Lady legacy lives on, not least 
in the Falkland Islands despite continued 
Argentine claims to and harassment of the 
Islands.

The Islanders revere her to this day as I 
know from all my eight visits. They were able 
to watch the BBC’s comprehensive coverage 
of her funeral via a television feed into their 
own cathedral, Christ Church in Stanley.

In Buenos Aires, from where I broadcast 
the first news of the 1982 invasion 
worldwide, the Argentines were astonished 

by her reaction, as the Foreign Minister, 
Costa Mendez, told me: ‘The war was a 
mistake. We wanted only to force definitive 
talks for transfer of sovereignty.’ They under-
estimated the Iron Lady’s iron will.

Bitterness persists to this day in Argentina 
over her order to sink the cruiser Belgrano, 
with heavy loss of life. Argentina threatened 
to have her prosecuted internationally as 
a ‘war criminal’. But Argentine admirals I 
interviewed agreed with her that it was ‘a 
legitimate act of war’.

Helping Carol Thatcher in Buenos Aires 
with her television documentary called 
Mummy’s War, I introduced her to mothers 
whose sons perished on the Belgrano  
and described to her what her mother’s 
adversary, General Galtieri, was like and  
how he was hailed as a hero on the day of 
the invasion. The only thing they had in 
common, Carole remarked, was their  
liking of whisky! 

Lady Thatcher was highly critical of 
BBC news coverage as too neutral and 
even-handed, and Task Force commanders 
furiously accused the BBC, especially 
the World Service, of leaking military 
information valuable to the enemy.

The Islanders in danger had a different 
perspective, praising the BBC for what they 
called ‘magnificent’ reports which boosted 
morale. One of their first acts after liberation 
was to express their gratitude in a telegram 
to the BBC director general, which was 
forwarded to me. 

‘Throughout the period of the Falklands 
crisis, there was continuous praise here 
for the BBC Services. The BBC was the only 
reliable news media to inform us what 
was taking place in the Islands and the 
South Atlantic.

‘Reception was good and we wish to 
thank producers, announcers, technicians, 
and other contributors for their magnificent 
coverage. A special word of thanks to 
Harold Briley for keeping us informed of 

events in Argentina. There is no doubt he 
was outstanding. Finally many thanks to all 
who participated.’

The telegram was signed by the senior 
government official in charge of the civilian 
population during the Argentine occupation, 
Harold Rowlands. And he was the man 
chosen in 1982 to confer upon her the 
Islanders’ unique accolade of the ‘Freedom 
of the Falkland Islands’. A road in Stanley 
is appropriately named ‘Thatcher Drive’, 
and the Islanders now plan a permanent 
memorial to her.

Falkland Islanders and Task Force veterans 
were prominent in St Paul’s Cathedral where 
the pallbearers were drawn from units 
involved in the conflict. Reflecting there on 
the palpable feeling of reverence, respect and 
affection for her as her coffin was carried 
past me down the aisle, I was reminded of 
the contrast with the discredited General 
Galtieri’s declining years, living in a flat in 
a poor part of Buenos Aires, stripped of his 
Presidential pension. He died 10 years before 
her in 2003, aged 76, facing trial for human 
rights crimes. Iron Dictator versus Iron Lady 
– it was no contest.

Lady Thatcher’s actions impacted on 
Latin America as they did on the Cold War. 
Her Falklands triumph toppled Argentina’s 
military dictators and restored democracy, 
which had a domino effect throughout South 
and Central America as right-wing military 
regimes gave way to democratic government. 

The BBC and the Iron Lady
Harold Briley, former BBC political and Latin America Correspondent, was invited to Lady Thatcher’s funeral service at St Paul’s 
Cathedral as a representative of the Falkland Islands people along with Falklands legislators, former Governors, students and Task 
Force Generals. As well as reporting the 1982 conflict from Buenos Aires, he met Lady Thatcher many times over a period of 50 
years, went with her to the Falkland Islands, and was involved in the BBC report which contributed to her being christened ‘the Iron 
Lady’. Here he discusses her legacy. 

She told me the 
Falklands conflict was 
her worst ordeal and 
victory her finest hour.

Harold Rowlands presents Margaret Thatcher with the Freedom of the Falklands Islands.
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For many retired BBC staff, reading Prospero often jogs the memory and leads to rich reminiscences of times past. 
Bob Simmons certainly finds it so, as he explains in this article.

Rich reminiscences

My first contact with Prospero was 
when my wife won two tickets 
for the France/England rugby 
match in Paris last year. I had 

played rugby for the BBC in the 1950s and 
remembered playing Vincennes in Paris in 
1952. So I thought it would be a great idea if 
I could contact the club (if they still existed) 
and possibly meet up with former members 
in Paris. I rang a friend, Christopher Martin, 
who had been Director of Personnel at the 
BBC and who has a house near us in South 
West France. He sent me copies of two 
editions of Prospero by email, April 2011 
and July 2011, which he thought had news 
of BBC rugby from the 1950s. Although I 
wasn’t able to pursue my idea of contacting 
the Vincennes Rugby Club I was amazed to 

find so many former colleagues and friends 
mentioned in the Prospero editions I read!

I remember Norman Taylor, whose 
obituary had appeared in March, very well. 
He had a house on the Great West Road 
which he shared with Bryce McCririck, 
who became Chief Engineer, and Andy 
Andrews (Cameras), who eventually joined 
Rediffusion with Bob Grey (Lighting 
Director) and became a Lighting Director 
himself. Norman Taylor and I were in the 
BBC Motoring Section and formed a team 
with Bernard Bibby, who was our No 1 on 
Vision Control. Bibby had a 1929 Open 
Lagonda, Norman an MG and I had a Morgan 
4/4, and we won a rally prize in, I think, 
1954. Bibby left to join ATV with Bill Ward 
who had been headhunted by Lew Grade.

Ben Palmer, who wrote a letter in the 
July 2011 edition, was one of two Senior 
Television Engineers (Investigations). I 
worked for the other one, Vic Perry, for a 
few months.

Ronald Pottinger, who was also mentioned 
in the July edition, was known to us as ‘Potts’ 
and was very popular. I also knew Robbie 
Robinson (Lighting) who was on opposite 
shifts to me, and Yvonne Littlewood, who I 
see from Prospero is still organising Alexandra 
Palace reunions. During my time at the BBC 
she was PA to Michael Mills, who produced 
the extravaganza The Passing Shows in Studio G 
at Lime Grove. 
In my rugby days I played in the first team 
with Roger Chase who became Director 
of Personnel. When I first met him he was 

‘an office boy from HQ’ but at rugby he 
was definitely ‘the leader of the pack’! I 
was surprised a year or two later when I 
applied for promotion and Roger turned 
up as Chairman of the Selection Board and 
subsequently he went all the way to the top.

Ralph Parrot (whom we all knew as Polly) 
was another colleague. He was in Vision 
Control and we did many OB shows in 
London theatres together, which brings back 
memories of the early days when I lit Is this 
your problem? with Edana Romney and Edgar 
Lustgarten. It was directed by Huw Wheldon 
who later became Managing Director of BBC 
Television. I also remember the night ITV 
opened and the BBC’s main offering was Les 
Sylphides with the Ballet Rambert, which I 
lit. It was produced by Chris Simpson. Then 
there were the Music for you programmes, 
directed by Paddy Foy and introduced by Eric 
Robinson, which I also lit, and the series A 
to Z directed by Brian Sears, one of whom 
starred Anna Neagle. I still have her letter 
of appreciation.

How did I come to work for the BBC? 
Well, my father worked at Tatsfield (BBC 
receiving station) in 1940. My father had 

been in World War 1, had gone back to 
Belgium after the war and married my 
mother and had opened the first radio shop 
in Ypres, where I was born. I went to the 
British Memorial School there, which was 
founded by Old Etonians in memory of 
342 Old Etonians who were killed in the 
Ypres Salient. 

We all had to flee the advancing German 
army in 1940 (a book called The children who 
fought Hitler tells the story of our flight and was 
the subject of a BBC 4 documentary) and we 
came to live in Selsey Bill, from where we 
had a front line view of the Battle of Britain. 
My parents tried to get me into Chichester 
High School but it was full of evacuees from 
London, so my father, who had by then joined 
the BBC, told me to study the Admiralty Handbook 
of Wireless Telegraphy, put my age up to 16 and 
apply to the BBC! 

I was interviewed by PA Florence and 
thanks to my knowledge of morse and 
foreign languages I landed a job at Tatsfield 
as a temporary Unestablished Youth in 
Training at £1 7s 6p per week, until I went 
on an A1 B1 course. I then got a job at 
London Control Room Continuity on Home 
and Forces programmes working with 
announcers like Alvar Liddell, John Snagge 
and Bruce Belfrage. We were billeted in the 
BBC hostel at 50 Grosvenor Square, next to 
the American Embassy. 

I volunteered for the RAF in 1943, despite 
being in a reserved occupation, and was 
sent to Burma, Malaya and Borneo. I was 
demobbed in 1947 and rejoined the BBC, 
who had kept my job open, although I 
now worked at Bush House. I applied for 
television and got a job at Alexandra Palace in 
1948, first on Mechau Telecine, then Racks. 

I was sent to Lime Grove when it opened, 
first to Studio D and then to Studio G Racks. 
I started lighting training in 1953 and when 
ITV opened in 1955 many of us were offered 
jobs there. However I decided to stay a 
couple more years with the BBC and it was 
only in 1958 that I was persuaded to join 
ABC Television in Teddington as Lighting 
Director. After a few years I was offered a job 
in management and continued when Thames 
Television was formed. But my real love was 
lighting and I reapplied to become a Lighting 
Director in 1972 and stayed with Thames 
until I retired in 1990.

I was amazed to find so 

many former colleagues 

and friends mentioned.

BBC Rugby 1st XV 1951.

Les Sylphides, Ballet Rambert – the BBC’s answer to ITV.

The first episode of Marriage Lines was 
broadcast on 16 August 1963. It launched 
the career of Prunella Scales and gave a 
significant boost to that of Richard Briers. 

The sitcom was written by Richard Waring 
for Briers, the two having previously worked 
together on Brothers in Law. Scales and 
Briers played Kate and George Starling, a 
young couple, in ‘a quizzical look at the early 
days of married life’.

The sitcom reflected social attitudes of the 
time. George went out to work while Kate 
stayed behind looking after the home and – 
after the first season – baby Helen. George 
was drawn to his single life in the pub with 

his friends, while Kate became increasingly 
dissatisfied with her role. Although they 
constantly bickered there was real warmth 
in their relationship, which helped make 
the comedy a great success. 

Marriage Lines finished in 1966 after  
five series, but was then adapted for the 
radio. Both leads went on to make a 
significant mark on television comedy. 
Scales starred in After Henry and created  
the memorable role of Sybil in Fawlty Towers. 
Briers carved out a niche for himself as a 
sitcom husband in smash hits The Good  
Life and Ever Decreasing Circles. He 
died in 2013.

Fifty years ago: Marriage Lines
(16 August 1963)
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From Down Your Way to dancing on the table

Sixty musical years: a tribute to versatility

In 1950 I spent six months working on 
Down Your Way as a production secretary in 
the Recorded Programmes Department at 
Broadcasting House. This was prior to the 
programme being produced by Phyllis 
Robinson (whose obituary appeared 
in April).

John Shuter was the producer and the 
programme was presented by Richard 
Dimbleby. Obviously a lot of arrangements 
had to be made with a chosen town or city 
before a programme could be recorded, and 
interesting people with a story to tell had to 
be found for Richard to talk to. That done, 

John, Richard and a recording team would set 
out to the selected venues. At the end of each 
interview Richard would ask the interviewee 
to choose a favourite record to be played. John 
Shuter would then ‘phone me with a list of 
the eight or more records which had been 
chosen and I would get in touch with the BBC 
gramophone library in Egton House. 

In those days, the BBC had the largest 
collection of gramophone records in the 
world. In charge was Brian Rust – a brilliant 
man who appeared to have an encyclopeadic 
knowledge of every record in the library. 
Sometimes an interviewee would only 

remember part of a tune or give the wrong 
words for the title, but Brian would be able 
to sort it out – he was a man I completely 
relied on to get things right. 

The interviews were then edited, the 
records slotted in, and the programmes were 
finally transmitted on the BBC Home Service. 

There were, however, two tunes which 
the BBC had to ban at that time – ‘Bless 
This House’ and ‘The Old Rugged Cross’ 
were so popular and requested so often 
that we would have had to play them 
every week which would have become 
very monotonous. 

Incidentally, while I was there, John Shuter 
got married. Richard Dimbleby was his best 
man and Richard’s two sons Jonathon and 
David were the pageboys! 

After six months I moved to the Variety 
Department in Aeolian Hall working on 
Variety Bandbox produced by Brian Sears. 
Comedians Frankie Howerd, Tony Hancock, 
Arthur English and Derek Roy were rapidly 
making a name for themselves on the show, 
which was broadcast from the Camden 
Theatre in London.

On the first day I arrived, Brian Sears 
dictated me a letter while dancing on the 
office tabletop and I wondered where I had 
come to – but I knew it was going to be fun! 
(As indeed it was, for many years to come.)
by Pat Lawrence (nee Lamond)

on the first day I arrived, 

Brian Sears dictated me 

a letter while dancing on 

the office tabletop…

This year, Friday Night is Music 
Night justifies its claim to being 
‘the longest running live music 
programme on radio’ by attaining 

its diamond anniversary.
The core and backbone of this most 

successful format has always been the BBC 
Concert Orchestra. Its formation, just a year 
before the first broadcast of Friday Night, 
appeared to Sir Arthur Bliss to have ‘created a 
worthy instrument ready at hand to present 
a brilliant new era of entertainment music’, 
and the Orchestra has certainly been doing 
that for over 60 years.

Its immediate predecessor was the BBC 
Opera Orchestra, which in turn evolved 
from the 1931 BBC Theatre Orchestra. The 
Opera Orchestra, comprising 64 players 
under the baton of Stanford Robinson and 
formed in 1949, was charged with providing 
programmes of operatic and ballet excerpts, as 
well as complete operas on Third Programme.

However, this quickly proved too 
restrictive a brief for the BBC’s requirements 
and the orchestra was disbanded in January 
1952. From it, a smaller unit of 45 players 
was formed; Gilbert Vinter was appointed 
as its conductor and it made its first 
broadcast appearance as the BBC Concert 
Orchestra on the General Overseas Service 

on 11 September 1952, followed only three 
days later by its domestic debut on the Light 
Programme. It was asked to provide ‘music 
of a proven popularity or of having an 
immediate appeal to a mass audience’. 

Following its formation, it became clear 
that a ‘showcase’ was needed to highlight 
the talents of the newly formed orchestra. An 
attempt was made with a programme entitled 
Saturday Night on the Light but it did not engage 
the listening audience and an appeal was 
made for a programme idea designed ‘to relax 
the listener after the stresses of the week and 
put him in a happy weekend mood’.

The response was a winning formula that 
captivated listeners for many years, and at 
8pm on Friday, 25 September 1953 Friday 
Night is Music Night made its sensational debut 
on the Light Programme. It was arguably the 
programme which first released the Concert 
Orchestra’s true potential, and it soon became 
apparent that this was a group of players 
capable of performing a wide range of musical 
styles with equal authority and integrity. More 
importantly, it made an immediate impact 
on the listeners and, by 1955, 12.5% of the 
population tuned in regularly.

The choice of Sidney Torch as the 
programme’s conductor was an inspired 
one and accounted for much of the early 

success of Friday 
Night. A talented 
and experienced 
musician and 
a charismatic 
personality, 
Sidney’s firm 
control of singers 
and players, 
together with 
arranging skills 

honed during his years as musical director 
of the RAF Concert Orchestra assured the 
programme of the quality it demanded, and 
his ideas on repertoire also proved invaluable. 
Someone once suggested that he might begin 
with the Overture to ‘The Force of Destiny’ 
– a popular Verdi piece. ‘It’s okay once it gets 
going,’ he replied, ‘but the beginning is a bit 
sombre and we need to grab them by the 
throat right from the start.’

The programme started life in the 
orchestra’s home studio, the Camden Theatre, 
an imposing building on a corner site a mile 
north of Euston Station. It had been a music 
hall, a variety theatre (Charlie Chaplin had 
appeared on the bill there) and Ellen Terry 
had played in Shakespeare plays there.

The format of the early programmes was 
designed to support the presenter’s repeated 
assurances that it would supply ‘music 
for everyone’. The orchestral items were 
a carefully chosen blend of approachable 
classical items and British light music by such 
as Robert Farnon, Eric Coates, Trevor Duncan, 
Ronald Binge and Sidney Torch himself, which 
was all enjoying a heyday at the time. There 
was a regular spot for the BBC Men’s Chorus 
(and later the Friday Knights) to indulge in 
some rollicking male voice arrangements and 
there was always a military or brass band. 
John Hanson and Victoria Campbell were, I 
believe, the first ‘Friday Night Star Singers’, 
always introduced by their signature tune 
‘Song of Songs’, and they also featured in 

romantic medleys, beautifully arranged 
by Robert Docker, Gordon Langford or 
Sydney himself. Proceedings ended with ‘the 
community medley’; a sing-along for the 
audience during which accordionist Gerald 
Crossman moved among the fans in the circle 
to encourage them to join in. Philip Slessor 
was the first to introduce the programme, and 
later Jimmy Kingsbury and Robin Boyle both 
made memorable appearances.

In time, The Light Programme became 
Radio 2, the Camden Theatre became the 
Hippodrome Golders Green and Sidney Torch 
retired in 1972, shortly after conducting 
the 1,000th programme, but Friday Night 
continued regardless; delighting audiences in 
the studio and broadcasting live from venues 
such as Eastbourne, Blackpool, Bournemouth, 
Cardiff and Bexhill; bringing their brand of 
entertainment to the Royal Festival Hall in an 
annual festival, and even pleasing the critics. 
Following a summer festival, one reported, 
‘There was much to admire here, in particular 
the incredibly detailed arrangements which 
glistened and sparkled like a Fabergé egg’.

Today, the programmes often present 
a themed approach and there have been 
tributes to Stephen Sondheim, Johnny 
Mercer, Mario Lanza, Gene Kelly, John 
Williams, James Bond and the Dambusters, 
but the aim remains the same – to provide 
‘music for everyone’ – and this they will 
certainly do in their own anniversary tribute 
programme next month. 

And so, although fashions have changed, 
conductors have changed, producers have 
changed, personnel have changed, Friday Night 
goes on and on. So too does the BBC Concert 
Orchestra, still working to its customary 
high standards; still ‘ready at hand’ to deliver 
entertainment music brilliantly – and giving 
every indication that it will continue to do so 
for as long as there is radio. I, for one, hope 
they do. 
by John Meloy

Richard Dimbleby interviews Gordon Smith, 
the village storekeeper in Southfleet, Kent. The people of Southfleet, Kent gather around the BBC mobile recording.

BBC Concert Orchestra.

Sidney Torch.
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Outside of his duties Keith was chairman of 
the BBC Birmingham Club. He was a Welsh 
speaker and attended his local chapel. 

On retirement he gave his time as a 
driver for the Ty Olwen Hospice where he 
eventually became a patient. 

He died on 27 May 2013, aged 79 years. 
He leaves a wife Sheila, a son and daughter-
in-law and two grandchildren. 
Tony Pilgrim MBE

Borders region 
transmitters
James Slatter (1935-2013), who died 
10 April 2013, aged 77, worked in BBC 
Transmitters from 1957–1990, following 
four years of National Service in the RAF. 

He spent most of his career in Scotland, 
after being initially based in the Midlands. 
He moved to work at Meldrum in 
Aberdeenshire in 1965, working with the 
new PAL 625 line Colour TV. This included 
long periods of relief work away from home 
at a number of Scottish transmitter sites, 
including the Orkney Isles. 

In 1975 he began working at a new 
transmitter in Selkirk in the Scottish Borders, 
becoming the Deputy Transmitter Manager in 
the team maintaining the many transmitters 
in the hilly Borders region. He retired in 
1990 when Selkirk was de-staffed. 

James and his wife Pamela moved from 
their home in Hawick to Helston in Cornwall 
in 1995 and became active members of their 
church in Redruth.

James is much missed by his wife Pamela, 
five children and 15 grandchildren.
Mark Slatter 

Only Fools And Horses 
producer

ray Butt, who 
has died aged 78, 
was the original 
producer of Only 
Fools And Horses, 
BBC Television’s 
award-winning 
comedy series 
which was 
regularly voted 
the nation’s 
favourite sitcom.

The show had its origins in a conversation 
in a BBC bar between Butt, then directing 
the sitcom Citizen Smith (1977-1980), and 
John Sullivan, a former BBC scene-shifter 
turned scriptwriter.

Over a drink, Butt and Sullivan compared 
their working-class backgrounds. Butt’s 
parents had run a stall on Roman Road 
market, and Sullivan had worked on street 
markets as a boy. They agreed that the most 
interesting market characters were the 
unlicensed fly-pitchers, always helped by a 
younger lookout, who sold useless goods 
like fake perfume or bogus designer clothes 
out of suitcases.

Butt and Sullivan started meeting regularly 
at Butt’s local pub, hatching the scenario that 
would become Only Fools And Horses. When Butt 
received Sullivan’s initial script, he fell about 
laughing. ‘It was marvellous, simple as that.’

For all Butt and Sullivan’s high hopes, 
the first series in 1981 met with a muted 
response. A second series also failed to make 
an impact, but when the episodes were 
repeated, they shot straight into the Top 10 
ratings. By the end of series three, Only Fools And 
Horses was drawing 15 million viewers a week. 

Raymond William Butt was born on 25 June 
1935 and grew up in London’s East End. As 
a teenager he worked for Tommy Cooper, 
the future comedian who — long before he 
made a success in show business — practised 
his patter selling ice cream in the Roman 
Road market.

Butt did two years of National Service  
in the RAF as an electrician, some of it 
stationed in Norfolk. His entree into 
television was accidental: when a relative 
spotted an advertisement for electricians at 
the BBC, he applied and was accepted.

After working his way up from electrician 
to cameraman, by 1969 Butt was a full-
blown director, his first major series being 
The Liver Birds.

He went on to direct many other BBC 
shows including Are You Being Served? (1972); 
Last Of The Summer Wine (1973); It Ain’t Half 
Hot Mum (1974); Citizen Smith (1977); and 
Hilary (1984).

He is survived by his partner, Jo Blyth, 
and a daughter from a previous marriage.

Head of Sport Wales
Former Wales 
Rugby Captain 
onllwyn Brace, 
who went on 
to become the 
Head of Sport 
at BBC Cymru 
Wales during 
a successful 
broadcasting 
career, has died 
aged 80.

BBC Cymru Wales Director Rhodri Talfan 
Davies on the death of Onllwyn Brace:  
‘As Head of Sport at BBC Cymru Wales 
during the 1970s and 1980s, Onllwyn 
played a leading role in shaping our sports 
coverage at a time of major advances in  
live broadcasting.

‘He’s warmly recalled as a hard  
working and innovative leader, setting the 
highest standards, and much loved by his 
colleagues. He took change in his stride 
– leading from the front and inspiring 
his colleagues, just as he had done on 
the playing field.’
© Huw Evans Picture Agency

Mike Preece
Michael (Mike) Preece died at his home in 
Suffolk early on 24 July 2013, following a 
major operation some three weeks ago.

The date of his funeral has not yet 
been decided. A very sad day. He will be 
greatly missed.
Oliver Bayldon

Vincent Hills
Vincent hills 
first joined the 
BBC as a technical 
draftsman in 
1967, leaving 
after a year to 
work at the 
Ashcroft Theatre 
in Croydon. He 
returned to the 
BBC in 1969 
as a technical 

operator in the control room at BH. He was 
there for 17-and-a-half years and rose to 
become technical operations manager.
Carol Hills

From yiT to Head of 
Engineering

geoffrey (geoff) 
Daymond passed 
away peacefully 
on 7 May 2013 
after a short 
illness, aged 86. 
He was a BBC 
engineer all his 
working life, 
starting as a Youth 
in Training at 
Exeter, until he 

retired as Head of Engineering Radio Projects 
in 1981.

Geoff always had poor eyesight, and 
although a disadvantage, this actually shaped 
his career. He read books on the wireless 
instead of taking part in sports. Because 
he wasn’t fit enough for National Service, 
he spent much of the war years in London 
Control Room, which Geoff described as a 
particularly interesting part of his career.

Whilst training at Wood Norton after 
the war, Geoff met his future wife Enid in 
the BBC Club. He then returned to work at 
Broadcasting House. These were pioneering 
days... the Gram Drop Start resulted from a 
joint technical suggestion when Geoff was 
on Maintenance during his early career.

Following 12 years in LCR, he moved 
to Planning and Installation Department, 
working on sound installations for radio 
and also television, being instrumental in 
the development of the Television Centre 
and BBC 2. Later, as Projects Engineer 
Radio, Geoff was involved with the 
outside broadcasts of the World Cup and 
Commonwealth Games, and the launch of 
Radio 1 and local radio.

After 39 years Geoff retired early, and 
moved with Enid to Milford-on-Sea in 
Hampshire, whilst being retained as a 
consultant for the new BH. Following 
Enid’s passing in 2007, he continued to live 
at home, enjoying visits from his family, 
including recently his great-granddaughter.

Geoff embraced modern technology, and 
this, together with his stoic attitude, helped 
him live independently, until he became ill 
in March. He still followed the progress of 
the BBC and talked passionately about his 
extensive career. 

I am very proud to have been the daughter 
of this hugely talented man, described 
on his retirement in Ariel as ‘modest and 
unassuming’ and a ‘miner at the coalface of 
radio broadcasting’.

I just wish I’d inherited even a fraction of 
his technical expertise! 
Rosemary Jaffe, née Daymond

German team leader
gunter Weber, who died on 20 January 
2013, was probably the best qualified 
candidate ever recruited by BBC Monitoring.

Gunter joined in 1949, having worked for 
several years as a translator and interpreter 
at the Nuremberg War Crime Trials. Over 
the next 30 years or so, the German team at 
Caversham benefited from his outstanding 
linguistic expertise. When he eventually 
became team leader, he guided his flock 
by his example of pinpoint accuracy and 
utter reliability. 

Gunter Klaus Weber was born in 1922 in 
Breslau, then Germany, and came to England 
in 1939. He completed his schooling at 
Queen Mary’s Grammar School in Walsall 

and during the war worked for Birmingham 
City Corporation and Baxters Ltd before 
joining US Army Intelligence in Germany 
in 1945. 

Gunter was a complex man, hermit- 
like, who in 40 years only ever allowed a 
handful of people to cross his threshold. 
Yet, he could also be the life and soul of 
the party and he wrote poems for special 
occasions. After his death, a library of 
German and English classics was found at 
his house together with numerous bibles 
and dictionaries. 
Helga Knoche

Character cameraman
Sidney (Sid) Beckett was one of the great 
characters of the BBC News film unit. A 
clever, charming, courageous and cheeky 
operator, his trademark smile and infectious 
laugh would light up any room and 
any situation.

After serving a five-year apprenticeship 
with a firm of electrical contractors in 
Ealing and his National Service with 
REME, Sid found a job as a maintenance 
electrician at the BBC in Bristol before his 
introduction to the News Department at 
Alexandra Palace and latterly at Television 
Centre. He worked his way up the ladder in 
one of the old familiar ways, moving on to 
become a sound recordist and then a fully-
fledged cameraman. 

Stories about Sid are legion. Once, 
when filming the Scottish Crown Jewels 
in Edinburgh Castle, he moved the velvet 
cushion displaying the gold ring worn by 
James II at his Coronation in 1685 in an 
effort to avoid the reflections caused by the 
artificial lighting. To everyone’s dismay, it 
rolled off, bounced along the stone floor 
and continued on down the spiral staircase. 
The custodian was left speechless as the 
crew negotiated the steep, darkened stairs, 
desperate not to tread on this irreplaceable 
and priceless piece of Scottish history whilst 
praying it had not fallen through the brass 
grille at the bottom!

Sid covered many key assignments at 
home and abroad. Meticulous in the care  
and maintenance of his equipment, he  
lived life to the fullest and was always the 
first to lend a helping hand in times of  
need. He never let his emotions become 
anaesthetised to events happening in front  
of him and on the road was revered for his 
knowledge, good humour, experience  
and generosity. 

Sadly, Sid was predeceased by his daughter 
Kim. Our thoughts at this sad time are with 
his wife Joan, daughter Glynis and son Philip. 
Bill Hamilton

Pebble Mill engineer
Keith Jones started as an underground 
electrician with the National Coal Board 
while studying for his HND. 

He joined the BBC Wales in Llandaff 
in 1964 but in 1969 was appointed 
Engineering House Services Manager Pebble 
Mill which was still being built. Pebble Mill 
was a major complex combining radio and 
television studios with supporting services.

Keith had to oversee the installation of 
the new equipment and was responsible for 
acceptance tests. The existing house services 
staff were all in the weekly category and the 
posts had to be upgraded to technicians. 
Keith had to train staff and also devise new 
shift patterns. He was dedicated to his work 
and a very popular member of staff.
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fuerteventura, Canary islands.  
Quality one-bedroom apartment with 
balconies and private roof terrace.  
Stunning beaches and lagoons 
nearby. £295pw. 
Tel: 01428 653127

Menorca. 
Detached villa with private pool. Sleeps 
2-7. Close amenities. Short drive  
gorgeous beaches. 
Brochure 01621 741810 or visit  
www.menorcaholidayvilla.co.uk

altea, Spain. 
Beachfront apartment with jacuzzi,  
two bedrooms, air-conditioned,  
underfloor heating. Contact Sandra. 
email: info@holidayaltea.com  
Mobile: 0034 663657411

Venice, Giudecca. 
Beautiful apartment in quiet private 
courtyard, sleeps 5, fully equipped. 
Experience the real Venice. 
Tel: 01260 227262 
email: maggieharwood1@btinternet.com

turquoise Coast – SW turkey.  
Kalkan ideally suits DIY holiday makers. 
Poolside direct access, sleeps four.  
Prices from £500 / fortnight.  
Pictures ‘Owners Direct’ TK2992. 
email: martin99brown@btinternet.com

richmond, Swaledale.  
One bedroom apartment overlooking 
castle. Sleeps 2/3. Walking, restaurants, 
Georgian theatre.  
Tel: 01748 822863. email:  
roger.singletonturner@btinternet.com

dordogne farmhouse.  
All comforts. Hill-top village, secluded 
garden, magnificent unspoilt views. Ideal 
walking, cycling, gastronomy. Swimming 
nearby. Tel: 07788 940660  
email: clare.c3@btinternet.com

britanny holiday flat.  
In charming village 30 minutes from coast.  
Sleeps two. Affordable rates.  
http://britannyholidayapartment.co.uk/ 
Tel: 01643 704778

house rent/swap. SW Spain. 
Three double bed, three bath. Pueblo 
Blanco, north of Ronda. Prefer M4 corridor. 
email: pamberchapahoo.co.uk

York.  
Three-bedroom Victorian house close to 
City centre and station. Ideal location for 
visiting all Yorkshire attractions. Three-night 
minimum stay. Tel: +44 7737537629 
email: cgodleman@hotmail.co.uk 

C L A S S I f I e D SReunions
Pebble Mill, Camera 
Department
All Pebble Mill staff welcome, join us for 
a drink and chat.

To be held at Ye Olde Saracen’s Head, 
Balsall Common, Coventry CV7 7AS 
on Wednesday 14 August 2013 from 
noon onwards.

For further information, please contact 
Keith Salmon (Tel: 01564 776747; Email: 
k.sam@tiscali.co.uk).

BBC Television Design & 
Scenic Services Group
This year’s reunion lunch for ex-
members, spouses, partners and friends 
will take place at noon for 1pm on Friday 
11 October 2013 at Ealing Golf Club, 
Greenford, Middlesex. For further details 
please contact Hilary Worrall (Tel: 020 
8677 3067).

Yorkshire Region Annual 
Reunion/Pensioners’ Lunch
This will be held on Thursday 15 August, 
12.30pm for 1pm at the Dower House 
Hotel, Knaresborough.

A perfect opportunity to catch up with 
former colleagues at a superb venue and 
enjoy excellent food!

Look forward to seeing you there! Please 
contact Sue Pagdin for details (Tel: 0113 
261 2613; Email: spagdin1@aol.com).

A s mysteries go, this one is not 
worthy of Sherlock Holmes 
despite involving some hounds. 
A sign in the underground car 

park of Henry Wood House in W1 appeared 
not long ago, referring to a new ‘dog 
spending facility’.

It prompted some head scratching, 
speculation and covert pictures, sent to 
Ariel’s inbox.

Ariel then revealed that the ‘dog spending 
facility’ is nothing more intriguing than a 
toilet for assistance dogs.

With so many people moving to New 
Broadcasting House, a need has arisen for the 
enclosure, which is formally known as a ‘dog 
spending run’.

Damon Rose, the editor of the Ouch 
website and blog, is one of four guide dog 
owners working for the BBC in central 
London. He moved from Television Centre 
and has put in a request for a dog run, which 
he believes will cut the amount of time he 
takes out of his working week.

His dog Becket, a Labrador retriever, 
usually needs to go out twice a day, which 
didn’t pose problems at White City. In W1, 
however, the closest place for him to be let 
loose is Cavendish Square – a small, fenced-
in grassy area – which requires crossing a 
dangerous street in very heavy traffic.

He believes it’s unusual to have a 
dog spending run in extremely dense 
metropolitan areas, where enclosed, green 
areas can be rare.

‘If you’re an assistance dog owner, and 
you saw a job right in the centre of town, 

it might put you off applying for that job, 
especially if you’ve got mobility problems 
and you feel that taking your dog out would 
be a problem,’ he told Ariel.

‘What the BBC is doing is an amazingly 
positive thing. I don’t know how many 
employers have dog spending areas in their 
premises in the middle of big cities,’ the 
editor added.

The new dog spending run – a sectioned off 
area near bicycle racks – will open later this 
month and be cleaned regularly.

HR business partner Sarah Bennie said 
the decision is ‘part of our commitment’ 
to ensuring the W1 site is fully accessible 
to disabled staff, programme contributors 
and the public. ‘I think we are setting best 
practice and I hope that this helps with the 
recruitment and retention of disabled staff 
within the BBC,’ she added.

Damon, who refers to his four-legged 
friends as ‘the dogs of Broadcasting House’, 
is pleased there will be more options – so 
long as the options stay relatively clean.

‘The guide dog spending area at the 
Paralympics was the most disgusting smell 
I have ever, ever come across,’ he declared.

Dogs of Broadcasting House 
get spending run

Prospero Classifieds, bbC Pension and 
benefits Centre, broadcasting house, 
Cardiff Cf5 2YQ.

Please enclose a cheque made payable to: 
bbC Central directorate. 

Rate: £6 for 20 words. In a covering letter 
please include your pension number.

CAPTIOn  
competiton

Congratulations to 
Janet Couzens, the 
winner of June’s 
caption competition…
‘Why am I driving 
you? I thought you 
had a bus pass?’ 

‘Government took it away, dah-ling.’
Thanks also to GC Bibby (We’re not moving 
officer until the Moet arrives) and Clair Dean 
(What do you mean officer – ‘has she had 
plastic surgery, she doesn’t look like her 
driving license’?)

Picture shows Ian and Will Hay performing 
on Picture Page (1937).

Send your entries to our usual address, or 
email them to prospero@bbc.co.uk, with 
‘caption competition 4’ in the subject line, 
by Friday 6 September.

What the BBC is 

doing is an amazingly 

positive thing.

BBC Radio  
Solent expands
Paul Gouldstone, Vice-President of the 
RELCs, wrote in to say that BBC Radio 
Solent has expanded into West Dorset 
with a new breakfast team to cover the 
extremes of the hilly areas of West Dorset. 
The new breakfast programme airs from 
6.30am to 9am daily from the Bincombe 
Transmitter on 103.8fm.

Can you help?
I am a BBC pensioner trying to trace an 
ex-staff member from BBC Radio Leeds in 
the 1980s – Peter Hawkins. He did a series 
of local history recordings, some of which I 
am trying to obtain. Peter may have copies.

My website is: 
www.woodlesfordstation.co.uk 
Howard Benson
Email:  
bensoh10@woodlesfordstation.co.uk


