
Death in Service Cash Sums

All BBC1 UK employees are covered for life assurance whilst in employment.  For most employees a cash 
sum of 4 times life cover pensionable salary (Basic Pay plus London Weighting) will be payable to the 
beneficiaries.  

The BBC provides life assurance through two schemes;

• the BBC Life Plan Group Life Scheme (the “Group Life Scheme”); and
• the BBC Pension Scheme (the “Pension Scheme”).

Which scheme an employee is covered under will depend on when their employment started and 
whether they are a member of the BBC Pension Scheme which closed to new joiners in November 2010.  
In some circumstances life assurance is provided by both schemes at the rate of 2 times salary each.

The Trustees of the schemes have discretion over who receives the cash sum and in what proportion. 
You should let the Trustees know your choice of beneficiaries by completing an Expression of Wish form, 
which is available here or by calling the pension service line on 029 2032 2811.  A fresh form should be 
submitted whenever your personal circumstances change.  

The Trustees will consider, but cannot be bound by, your wishes. 

BBC Pension Scheme members

Any life assurance cash sum payable from the Pension Scheme will be reduced by any other lump sum 
payable from the Pension Scheme upon death.  You can find details of lump sums payable upon death in 
the relevant section of the Scheme website bbc.co.uk/myPension/current-members.  

If you are in receipt of a pension from the Pension Scheme, the cash sum will also be reduced any lump 
sum you received by exchanging pension (also known as commuting) when your pension started.

Lifetime Allowance 

The cash sum may be limited by the HMRC Lifetime Allowance.  The Lifetime Allowance is the maximum 
total value of pension and cash sums from all registered schemes that you can accumulate without 
incurring a tax charge.  The standard lifetime allowance, determined by HMRC, is £1,073,100 in the tax 
year 2021/22.

If the cash sum payable is greater than your available Lifetime Allowance, the Trustees may apply 
the difference between the two amounts to provide additional pensions for your dependants as the 
beneficiaries may otherwise be required to pay the tax due on the excess over your available Lifetime 
Allowance (currently 55%).

1  And employees of the following participating employers:
• BBC Children in Need
• BBC Studioworks Ltd
• BBC Global News Ltd
• BBC Studios Distribution Ltd
• BBC Studios Productions Ltd
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http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/mypension/en/expression_of_wish_pens25.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/mypension/current-members

