
 
 
 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE - Enhanced or Fixed Protection and Automatic Enrolment 
 
If you had large pension benefits at April 2006 or April 2012, you may have applied to HMRC 
for Enhanced or Fixed Protection respectively to help protect against the Lifetime Allowance 
charge.  Once you have registered for one of these forms of protection, you cannot join a 
new registered pension or life assurance scheme as this will cause your protection to be 
lost.  However, under Government new rules the BBC has to automatically enrol workers 
who are paying into a BBC or other qualifying pension arrangement into a qualifying pension 
scheme - you cannot ask the BBC not to automatically enrol you into such a pension 
scheme. 
 
If wish to keep your Enhanced or Fixed Protection status, then you must opt-out within one 
month of being automatically enrolled and then the law will treat you as never having joined, 
and so your protection will not be lost.  If you miss this one month deadline, then you can still 
opt-out, but under the law you will be treated as having joined the scheme and so your 
protection will be lost.  If you lose your Enhanced or Fixed Protection, then you must notify 
HMRC to avoid penalties. 
 
The BBC has chosen to use the NEST scheme set up by the Government for automatic 
enrolment and the BBC will start automatically enrolling employees from 1 May 2013.  The 
BBC will also have to automatically enrol those who have opted out every three years, and 
so you will need to opt-out within one month each time this happens in order to keep your 
Enhanced or Fixed Protection status.  If you have previously registered for Enhanced or 
Fixed Protection and you are concerned about whether automatic enrolment could impact 
your tax position we would strongly recommend that you seek independent financial advice 
before taking any decision to opt-out. 
 
The BBC appreciates this appears a rather drawn out process and we have checked with 
the Pensions Regulator whether individuals with Enhanced or Fixed Protection can be 
excluded from the new automatic enrolment requirements.  Unfortunately, for the time being 
this is not possible. If you have any questions, then please contact the pension service line 
on 029 2032 2811. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


