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Northern Ireland raises almost 
£800,000 for BBC Children in Need

The BBC’s annual Children in 

Need show in Northern Ireland 

has raised almost £800,000.

 

Across the UK, the charity raised a record 

on-the-night total of £26,757,446.

 

Enjoying themselves at this year’s BBC Children in Need in the BBC’s Blackstaff studios in Belfast last Friday night were Kirsty Harper and Reis Turnbull from St 
Columbanus College in Bangor who raised £430.58 from a bun sale at the school this week. They are pictured with BBC Sport NI presenter Denise Watson

As phone lines closed in Northern Ireland 

at 2am on Saturday, the total stood locally 

at £793,858.

Sir Terry Wogan, Fearne Cotton, Tess Daly 

and Nick Grimshaw presented the main ap-

peal show from London, with John Daly and 

Sarah Travers in Belfast.

Donations were encouraged by perform-

ances from a wide range of stars and ce-

lebrities.

 

Meanwhile John Daly and Sarah Travers in-

troduced a combined choir of young people 
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Barry Smyth (centre) from Newcastle and friends pictured with John Daly (left) and William Caulfield (right) 
at BBC Children in Need in the BBC’s Blackstaff studios last Friday night. Barry held a coffee morning raising 
£284.08 for the appeal 

from Grosvenor Grammar School, Lagan 

College and Lumen Christi College, who 

joined over 2,000 others from throughout 

the rest of the UK taking part in a nation-

wide live rendition of ‘Bridge Over Trou-

bled Water’.

Viewers across Northern Ireland were 

treated to a night of entertainment as well 

as some of the stories from local children 

and young people who have been support-

ed by the charity.

 

A special television highlights programme 

from the big night was screened on Satur-

day evening on BBC One Northern Ireland 

which included the best bits from the Lon-

don show as well as reflecting the fundrais-

ing activity around NI and how Children in 

Need money is spent locally.

 

The hour long programme, presented by 

John Daly and Sarah Travers, also featured a 

new performance from the BBC Northern 

Ireland Children in Need choir and rising 

Londonderry-born singer/songwriter Soak. 

 

Throughout the week, BBC Radio Ulster 

supported the appeal. As part of this, Hugo 

Duncan and his team raised £26,623 to-

wards this year’s NI total through Hugo’s 

daily on-air auction which offered a huge 

range of items with everything from Christ-

mas Trees to a chance for a tour of Hillsbor-

ough Castle and its extensive grounds 

in the company of Secretary of State for 

Northern Ireland, Theresa Villiers.

 

Last year on the night the Northern Ire-

land total was £755,954, contributing to an 

overall UK total of £46m. Of that £3.2m 

was spent on 181 grants in Northern Ire-

land.

BBC Northern Ireland’s Stephen Watson and Angie Phillips joined fundraisers at BBC Children in Need in 
the BBC;s Blackstaff studios last Friday night 


