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MONDAY 14 OCTOBER 

Disclosure:The Great Equal Pay Scandal NEW BBC One Scotland 

Bannan  Last episode in series               BBC Alba 

The MOD 2019  NEW                                   BBC Alba 
 

TUESDAY 15 OCTOBER 

The Rise and Fall of Timex Dundee  NEW  BBC Scotland 

Sar Sgeoil: Consider the Lilies  NEW              BBC Alba 

 
 

THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER 

Tiny Lives (Ep3/3)  NEW                   BBC One Scotland 

Hidden Lives  NEW                    BBC Scotland 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

BBC Scotland EPG positions for viewers in Scotland:  
Freeview & YouView 108 HD / 9 SD 

Sky 115 
Freesat 106 

Virgin Media 108 
  

BBC Scotland, BBC One Scotland and BBC ALBA are available on the BBC iPlayer 

bbc.co.uk/iplayerBBC Radio Scotland is also available on BBC Sounds bbc.co.uk/sounds 

 

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer


EDITORIAL 2019 / BBC WEEK 42 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mike McKenzie wins BBC Radio Scotland Singer/Songwriter Award 2019 

 

Mike McKenzie has won the inaugural BBC Radio Scotland Singer/Songwriter Award 

after an outstanding performance in the live final. 

 

He was named winner by a prestigious panel of judges at the event hosted by Ricky 

Ross which was broadcast on BBC Radio Scotland from St. Luke's, Glasgow as part of 

BBC Music Day. 

 

Mike from Edinburgh has now secured a recording session with BBC Scotland in 

Glasgow, an opportunity to play the King Tut's stage at the TRNSMT Festival and the 

production of a promotional video. 

 

Mike’s original composition, Love Like This, and his accomplished performance, won the 

acclaim of the judging panel comprising singer/songwriters Fran Healy, Horse 

McDonald and Karine Polwart, promoter Geoff Ellis and music industry executive, Dee 

Bahl. 

 

Mike was up against Liv Dawn from Loch Lomond area,  Gus Harrower, from Edinburgh 

and Scott Wallace, from Aberdeen, who all impressed on an evening of top quality 

musicianship. 

 

Mike said: “It’s just amazing. It’s the first time this has taken place, and it’s so important 

for us songwriters. I stopped trying to write what I thought people would like a couple 

of years ago and I just started to write what I wanted to - and since then it has started to 

work.” 

 

Sharon Mair, Executive Producer, BBC Scotland, says: “Tonight's event was the ideal 

showcase for these four talented musicians. They have all performed brilliantly this 

evening and throughout the process. It was a very difficult job for the judges to single 

out of the finalists - but many congratulations to Mike.” 

 

Gareth Hydes, Commissioning Editor, Radio and Events, BBC Scotland, says: “The 

search to find the country's newest musical stars has been hugely enjoyable for our 

audiences. It has been exciting to hear the final contenders developing over the past 

few weeks, culminating with tonight's memorable show. Hopefully this triumph is the 

start of an exciting new stage in Mike’s musical journey.” 

 

The four remaining singer/songwriters had earned a place in the final after a public 

vote. Voting had opened on Monday 2 September when hopefuls from across the 

country uploaded videos on to the BBC Radio Scotland Singer/Songwriter of the Year 

online portal. The songs were also played on a variety of BBC Radio Scotland 

programmes during the voting period. 

 



Ahead of the final, the four contestants were mentored by songwriter and producer, 

Davie Scott, lead vocalist with The Pearlfishers, and a leading light in the University of 

West Scotland's Masters in Songwriting course. 

  



SUNDAY 13 OCTOBER             TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 42 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Paramedics on Scene (Ep 3/10)  
Sunday 13 October 

BBC Scotland, 9-10pm 

 

On the Isle of Mull, an accident has left a man seriously injured and triggers a response 

from the air ambulance.  

 

They need to get him to hospital in Glasgow as quickly as possible. In Paisley, a young cyclist has 

his bike ride cut short by a mishap with his chain that has left him with a serious gash in his leg. 

He’s full of bravado - but ambulance crew Gary and Pete insist on patching him up before taking 

him hospital. Also, in Paisley, an elderly lady with breathing problems needs to be treated and 

carefully transferred to hospital.  

 

In Edinburgh, a tourist also has breathing problems and needs emergency treatment in his hotel. 

Elsewhere, a female patient is suffering from what could either be extreme indigestion or a heart 

attack. And a teenager with a brain tumour needs treatment and an emergency transfer to 

hospital. And in Aberdeen, ambulance crew Ewan and Alan treat a man for suspected gallstones. 

 

HM 

 

MONDAY 14 OCTOBER   TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 42 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Disclosure: The Great Equal Pay Scandal  NEW 
Monday 14 October 

BBC One Scotland 8.30-9pm 

 

It’s been the longest and most expensive equal pay battle in the country. The headlines would 

have you believe that the women won. Reporter Samantha Poling discovers that is far from the 

case.  The investigation examines the secret deal in Glasgow done behind closed doors, and 

meets the winners and losers in what has been described as the country’s biggest equal pay 

scandal. 

 

JG 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

River City 
Monday 14 October, BBC Scotland HD, 10-11pm 

Tuesday 15 October, BBC One Scotland HD, 8-9pm 

facebook.com/bbcrivercity 

twitter.com/bbcrivercity 

instagram.com/bbcrivercity 

 

This week in Shieldinch… Kelly-Marie makes a shock return, disrupting Gabriel’s funeral; love-

struck Dylan promises Ruby she won’t have to face her baby scan alone; and an overwhelmed 

Kim convinces Angus her family needs him.  

 



Kelly-Marie shocks the O’Hara family when she returns for Gabriel’s funeral. While Scarlett is 

thrilled to see her daughter again, she’s concerned by Kelly-Marie’s reluctance to be reunited 

with her children. 

 

Kelly-Marie clashes with Nicole who delivers some harsh home truths to the woman who broke 

her uncle’s heart and abandoned Callum and Michaela. Nicole’s insults hit a nerve and Kelly-

Marie tells Scarlett she’s ready to be a proper mum again.  

 

Revealing the reasons she ran out on her family to Scarlett, Kelly-Marie vows to make amends 

but Callum won’t be won over easily.  

 

A brazen Kelly-Marie turns up at Gabriel’s funeral and is stunned by a shocking confession from 

Scarlett. As everyone says their goodbyes to Gabriel, Scarlett looks forward to a new future with 

Kelly-Marie, little realising her daughter has alternative plans.  

 

Elsewhere, Dylan faces a dating disaster when Ruby rejects him, revealing she’s pregnant. 

Shocked to discover Ruby’s going to her first baby scan alone, Dylan offers his support. As 

Caitlin and Ruby continue to clash, Dylan gets creative to bring mother and daughter together 

for this important moment. 

 

Overwhelmed by her home-life, Kim feels that Angus is the only one who cares, which leads to 

her asking him to move back in. However, Angus secretly worries about his growing feelings for 

his best mate’s wife.  

 

Kelly-Marie is played by Carmen Pieraccini, Dylan by Sean Connor, Ruby by Zindzi Hudson, Kim 

by Frances Thorburn, Angus by Scott Fletcher, Scarlett by Sally Howitt, Nicole by Holly Jack, 

Callum by Ty McPhee and Caitlin by Gayle Telfer-Stevens.  

 

River City is a BBC Studios, Scotland production for BBC One Scotland.  

 

JW 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Vets: Gach Creutair Beo (S6, Ep 5/8) 
Monday, 14 October 

BBC ALBA, 8.30-9pm  

 

This series takes viewers on a journey across Scotland following vets as they tend to animals 

from small to large to very wild.  

 

There are stories of joy and stories of sadness as viewers meet all creatures great and small.  

In this programme, Fiona Crowden is called out to two farms where their bulls have been poorly, 

and she visits a stalking pony in the Angus Glens that hasn’t been well. Some pull through, but 

it’s not good news for the others. At the Wildlife Rescue Centre, Romain Pizzi is kept busy with 

young sea-birds that have been brought in in distress, and the keeper thinks a swan has been 

attacked by a dog and needs an x-ray to make sure there are no broken bones.  

 

And, in Benbecula eight-month old dog Fraya’s owner Stewart has an unexpected visit to see vet 

Ealasaid Dick while he’s on his holidays in the Western Isles. 

 
LS 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Bannan (S6, Ep 5/5) 
Monday, 14 October 

BBC ALBA, 9-9.30pm  

 

The Camus community rallies together to find wee little Donnie.  

 

Sarah Jane blames herself and Cailean is questioned by the police - but the search for Donnie is 

dangerous and leads to a fatal altercation. 

 
LS 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MOD 2019: Mod na Cloinne (Live) 
Monday, 14 October 

BBC ALBA, 10-11.30pm  

 

Cathy MacDonald presents some of the successful performers from the first day of the 

Children’s singing competitions from the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall.  

 

Monday is primarily the day the young Gaelic-speaking learners showcase their talents.  

The winners from various competitions will feature including solo singing, traditional singing, 

folk groups, choral singing and action songs. 

 

The winners of the prestigious James C MacPhee Memorial medals for singing will add to the 

special start to the week with a packed programme featuring choirs, poetry and drama. 

 

LS 

 

TUESDAY 15 OCTOBER  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 42 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Rise and Fall of Timex Dundee  NEW 

Tuesday, 15 October 
BBC Scotland, 10-11pm 
  
BBC Scotland is turning the spotlight on stories of protests in Scotland which grabbed the 

headlines - and left lasting effects on the communities involved.  

 

This opening documentary gets the inside track on what is widely regarded as the last full-

blooded strike in the country. It was triggered by Timex bosses’ decision to lay off staff, 

including several shop stewards, from a factory in Dundee. The workforce in the Camperdown 

plant was predominantly female and their reminiscences resonate throughout this compelling 

documentary.  
 

For most, working for Timex had previously been a source of pride, good pay and conditions over 

decades. Generations of Dundonian women worked for ‘the’ Timex, many of them putting to 

good use the dextrous skills they had developed in the jute industry. However the story of Timex 

in Dundee would end in betrayal and anger. Police officers who stood between the sacked 

workers and the buses and cars bringing in the ‘scabs’ also reflect on a bitter dispute which left 

deep divisions.  

 



The opinions of the former strikers are divided on whether the arrival of large numbers of 

outside activists to the picket line was helpful or damaging to the cause. The Rise and Fall of 

Timex Dundee is a BBC Studios production for BBC Scotland. 
 

The following week The Battle of Skye Bridge tells the story of the protestors who fought for the 

abolition of tolls on the iconic bridge which had joined the island to the mainland for the first 

time since the ice age. After the celebrations faded with the completion of the project, the 

islanders rallied in protest against the expensive charges which had been imposed to make the 

crossing. Made for BBC Scotland by Tern Television, The Battle of Skye Bridge, charts the 

remarkable campaign of the local activists who refused to give up. 
 

This month there’ll also be another chance to see Power to the People, the series which covers a 

hundred years of campaigning to establish workers’ power in Scotland, and Nae Pasaran, the 

film which tells the story of the boycott of Chilean engines by East Kilbride workers during the 

Pinochet era. 

 

JG 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Gaisgich Oga an Darna Cogaidh (Kids of Courage) (Ep 4) 
Tuesday, 15 October 

BBC ALBA, 8.30-8.55pm  

 

Calum (15) doesn't care about the war. Together with his friend Paul he prefers to enjoy the 

freedom that the war also brings with it.  

 

His father is at the front, his mother is working, and his classes are frequently cancelled.  

The real war and its bombs seem to Calum to be a long way away from Clydebank.  

 

When his mother Fiona has to pick him up from the police station, they end up in a heated 

argument. Fiona wants to send Calum to his uncle in the country, so that he will finally learn that 

he can't go on the way he is going. Calum is furious and runs away. And then German bombers 

appear in the sky. Clydebank is attacked. Calum must get to his mother quickly.  

 

The absence of their fathers is the most formative thing that war children collectively remember 

from that time, and the latent fear of the bombers and this episode is dedicated to these two 

topics.  

 

Emergency air raid drills were everyday events: heavy curtains were used to darken rooms at 

home; at school, the children practised using gas masks; families moved into cellars during air 

raids.  

 

On the night of March 13-14, 1941, Clydebank was the target of a massive German 

bombardment. The entire city was destroyed, only seven houses were left standing.  

 

But the children and young people were not just victims. They actively helped, for example, as 

fire guard messengers and brought messages to and from the rescue workers or helped to dig 

out injured people from the rubble themselves. 

 

LS 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Sar Sgeoil: Consider the Lilies  NEW 
Tuesday, 15 October 

BBC ALBA, 9-10pm  

 

Iain Crichton Smith’s novel ‘Consider the Lilies’ tells the story of Mrs Scott, an elderly and 

devout woman living through a dark period of Highland history, the Sutherland Clearances of 

the 19th century.  

 

Cathy MacDonald explores the fact behind the fiction in this classic tale when she visits 

Strathnaver in the north of Scotland – the Sutherland glen from which some 2000 people were 

forcibly removed during the Highland clearances of the early 19th century.  

 

It is through the character of Mrs Scott, an elderly and devout woman, that the author explores 

this time and place. Threatened with eviction from the only home she has ever known by the 

notorious factor Patrick Sellar - one of several real-life characters to feature in the book – Mrs 

Scott is thrown into a crisis that prompts her to re-evaluate the touchstones of her life. 

 

LS 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MOD 2019: Mod na Cloinne (Live) 
Tuesday, 15 October 

BBC ALBA, 10-11.30pm  

 

Cathy MacDonald continues coverage of the Children’s Mod held this year in Glasgow.  

 

This programme includes some of the successful performers from the second day of 

competition, primarily the young fluent speakers from across the country.  

 

Most of the winners from today’s competitions who won the gold badges, cups and trophies will 

feature on the show, with special praise to the young girl and boy who won the prestigious An 

Comunn Gàidhealach Silver Medals. 

 

LS 

 

WEDNESDAY 16 OCTOBER TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 42 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Emeli Sandé’s Street Symphony,  NEW  (Ep 1/1) 
Wednesday 16 October 
BBC One Scotland, 10.35-11.35pm  

 
This one-hour special looks back at the highlights of the four-part series which has just finished 

its run on the BBC Scotland Channel and is now available in its entirety on iPlayer. 

 

It follows multi-award-winning singer-songwriter Emeli Sandé as she travels across Scotland 

searching for the cream of the crop among our nation’s street buskers. 

 

After hearing dozens of acts in Aberdeen, Perth, Dundee, Edinburgh and Glasgow, she narrows 

her choice down to six acts to join her in an uplifting concert with the BBC Scottish Symphony 

Orchestra and world-class orchestral conductor John Logan. Each of the acts has to hone their 

performance to perfection as they prepare for the concert finale at the City Halls in Edinburgh. 



 

Emeli Sandé’s Street Symphony is a BBC Scotland Music, Entertainment & Events Production for 

BBC Scotland. 

 

LD 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Arctic Academy (Ep 2/4) 
Wednesday, 16 October 

BBC Scotland, 8-8.30pm 

  

After more than a year spent preparing for their expedition to the frozen wilderness of Eastern 

Greenland, ten teenagers from Bathgate in West Lothian are all set for their Arctic adventures.  

 

With years of experience behind him, expedition team leader and polar explorer, Craig 

Mathieson, has tried to cover all bases but there’s one variable he can’t control; the weather. 

 

The team faces unexpected delays in Iceland but finally, the weather clears. The transport 

connections are tight and the team needs a helicopter to make the final leg of the journey. Craig 

tries to get a message through to the airfield before they fly out of Iceland. The team makes the 

connection with minutes to spare and fly in to their base camp in the small hunting town of 

Tasiilaq in eastern Greenland.  

 

It’s the starting point for a life-changing expedition across the Arctic and a world away from the 

teenagers’ homes in Bathgate.  

 

Emma is one of the young people on the team. Bullied at school, she suffers from low self-

esteem and anxiety. But her inclusion on the expedition is giving her noticeable confidence.  

 

As the team gets used to their Arctic surroundings, their first task is to master cross country 

skiing, before digging out their supplies from beneath months of snowfall. While on the ice, they 

will drag everything they need for the expedition on sledges.  

 

On their last night before setting off, Bo’ness-based Craig Mathieson describes the scale of their 

expedition; they are planning ten days camping in the wild, covering hundreds of kilometres 

deep into the Arctic wilderness.  

 

The team wakes early to make their final preparations and there’s a palpable sense of 

excitement and nervousness in the air as the enormity of the task ahead sets in.  

 

Adam looks like a natural for the physical challenge ahead but like all the teenagers, he has 

struggled with a lack of confidence. Now he feels ready for the task.  

 

It’s time to go. Craig gives a final pep talk before the teenagers set off over the sea ice on the 

first real test of their fitness. Ahead of them lies an experience that will change their lives 

forever.  

 

The team heads north over the sea ice before they start to climb to Lake One where they will 

make their camp for the night.  

 

The going is tough and the children face a hard day skiing, hauling heavy sleds across snow and 

ice. For some it’s overwhelming. Others struggle with blisters and exhaustion and team doctor, 

Naomi Dodds, is kept busy.  



 

Although it’s early April - several weeks before the Greenland spring - this year there are signs 

of climate change. The snow cover is already eroded and it’s limiting the choice of route for the 

skis and sleds.  

 

It’s a tough ascent and a real test of their stamina. At last, they make it to the top of the pass. 

The teenagers are exhausted. Now they need to pitch their tents quickly. Within hours the 

temperature will crash to minus seven degrees. It’s time to use the camping skills they’ve been 

practising for 12 months.  

 

Abbie is coping well with life in the Arctic. It’s an opportunity this shy teenager almost didn’t 

sign up for. But since joining the team she has become much more outgoing. 

With dinner cooked and eaten, it’s time for bed - their first night on the ice. But before they can 

relax they need to protect themselves against the real and deadly threat of polar bears. 

 

JP 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FUINE (S6, Ep 5/8) 
Wednesday, 16 October 

BBC ALBA, 7-7.30pm  

 

Some of the country’s best home bakers welcome Gregor MacLeod into the kitchen to show him 

their favourite recipes.  

 

As a professional cook and baker, he knows that you can’t put a price on a tried and tested recipe 

and also shares some of his own. 

 

In the bays of Harris Gregor tries a winning combination - fluffy cheese scones still warm from 

the oven and homemade cream of tomato soup.  

 

He also visits Beauly to see how to make a twist on the traditional tea loaf. By adding cocoa and 

a good glug of brandy the humble tea loaf is elevated to a rich and deliciously moist treat. 

 

Back at home in his own kitchen in Callanish Gregor has a selection of great recipes to show us. 

He makes his own version of the famous Scottish chocolate teacakes and shows us his recipe for 

quick and easy spring rolls that are the perfect way to use up spare veg or leftover meat. 

 

LS 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MOD 2019: Buinn Oir a' Chomuinn Ghaidhealaich (Part 1) (Live) 
Wednesday, 16 October 

BBC ALBA, 7.30-9.00pm  

 
MOD 2019: Buinn Oir a' Chomuinn Ghaidhealaich (Part 2) (Live) 
Wednesday, 16 October 

BBC ALBA, 9.10-10.00pm  

 

Live coverage from the Royal National Mod in Glasgow, Cathy MacDonald presents the Comunn 

Gàidhealach Gold Medal competition for singing.  



Along with Cathy at the Royal Concert Hall providing analysis of this prestigious competition 

will be well-known South Uist singer Gillebride MacMillan, who is himself a former Mod Gold 

Medallist from the Perth Mod of 2004. Also featured on the show will be the winners of the 

Silver Pendant for adult learners. 

 

THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 42 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Hidden Lives   NEW (Ep 1/6) 
Thursday 17 October 

BBC Scotland, 8.30-9.00pm 

 

In this brand new series writers - with a strong connection to the topic - delve into lesser known 

aspects of contemporary Scottish society and get intimate with local passions, exploring 

customs and pastimes that rarely hit the headlines yet give communities a strong sense of 

identity and belonging.   

 

Award-winning journalist Peter Ross presents the first two episodes in the series. 

 

As he says: “Scotland might be a wee country but it is full to the brim with characters; folk who 

get up to all sorts of things that you might never of heard of… 

 

“From ancient traditions to fast-growing sports, there are customs, passions and pastimes, that 

don’t hit the headlines, yet demand courage and commitment, bring great joy and a deep sense 

of belonging.”  

  

He starts off in episode one with The Clavie is a spectacular fire festival celebrated in Burghead, 

on the Moray Coast.  

 

Peter  meets the ‘Clavie crew’ a group of brave men who carry a flaming barrel of tar on their 

backs through the streets of the ‘Broch’, in a ceremony that is believed to bring good luck and 

burn the evil spirit out of the village.  The men carry far more than just their burning burden; 

rather they bear their heritage and identity aloft.  As the forces of health and safety and 

modernity press in on their ancient custom the stubborn Brochers are determined to continue 

their traditions unchanged.  

  

His second foray for the series is to Bo’ness. 

 

In the Fair Toon, award-winning journalist Peter Ross experiences the pomp and pageantry of the 

Bo’Ness Fair, said to be the largest children’s fair in Europe. Each year since 1897 a local 

schoolgirl has been crowned Fair Queen, in a ceremony which, arguably, means more to the town 

than a real coronation would to the nation.  The graft and craft that goes into celebrating the 

occasion has to be seen to believed. It’s a psychedelic trip featuring hand-built plywood castles 

bigger than houses, custom-made dresses that would be the envy of any young royal, and a 

grand procession with bands and floats which is a sort of Scottish Mardi Gras. 

  

Vonny LeClerc takes up the presenting mantle in the third episode of Hidden Lives called Cheer! 

Passionate feminist, Vonny never imagined she’s have a cheerleader for a daughter, but twelve 

year Heidi loves competitive cheer. As Vonny follows Heidi’s squad to a big competition in 

Birmingham, she finds out that the modern sport of ‘cheer’, which involves challenging stunts 

and a relentless training schedule, is a far cry from the 1980s stereotype of cheerleading and can 

be a force for female empowerment. 

  



In The Blackening Samantha Little explores an extremely mucky pre-wedding ritual popular in 

the North of Scotland.  Originating from an ancient custom of rubbing soot into the feet, the 

modern blackening is a very different affair and can be a wild and riotous occasion.  The engaged 

couple are kidnapped and are ‘gunked’, by friends and family, who use all manner of disgusting 

substances, including fermented dog food, rotten eggs and even fish guts.  As Samanatha 

reveals, the purpose of this disgusting practice is…to bring good luck of course!  Samantha who 

was blackened herself, follows two brave couples who allowed the cameras to capture every 

disgusting moment.  

 

Says Sam: “Originating from an old custom of rubbing lucky soot the legs and feet, the modern 

‘blackening’ is basically ritualised gunking…but they are always a lot of fun.” 

  

Vonny LeClerc takes up the helm again for the last two eps of the series. 

 

Roller Derby follows Vonny as she delves into the fast and furious world of this cult sport on 

skates. Roller Derby has exploded in popularity over the past decade with teams springing up all 

over Scotland. A cross between British bulldog and speed skating, it demands fitness, technique 

and skating skills but in exchange for dedication - an unrivalled feeling of community.  

 

Says Vonny: “It’s fast, it’s furious, it’s fun and it is mainly played by women.” 

 

Rediscovering her own passion for the sport, Vonny visits her old team in Edinburgh, the Auld 

Reekie Roller Girls, and trains with them for this first time in five years. She also witnesses the A-

team snatch a last gasp victory against Nottingham’s Hell Fire Harlots which propels them back 

into the European top 20 rankings.  This grassroots DIY sport is a window into an alternative 

expression of femininity and sisterhood - one that is powerful, fearless and challenging. 

  

In Riot Girl Rock guitarist and ex-band member Vonny explores a burgeoning underground music 

scene - feminist rock music. All-women bands are on the rise across the country, particularly in 

Edinburgh where a Girls Rock School has trained and inspired hundreds of budding 

musicians over the past five years. She visits the school and meets some attendees and chats to 

the schools founders, finding out their reasons for wanting to encourage more women into rock 

music. These feisty women are responding to the world around them with loud guitars and 

punchy lyrics which often have strong political messages. She follows an all-female band form 

and play live for the first time at a riotous Girls Rock School showcase gig in Edinburgh. 

Atmosphere-wise, it's one of the best Vonny has ever attended in two decades of gig going, 

proving to her that feminism is not just alive and well in Scotland, it has its own unique 

soundtrack. 

 

HM 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tiny Lives  NEW (Ep 3/3) 
Thursday 17 October 

BBC One Scotland, 9-10pm  

 

In the final instalment of this three-part documentary series, daily challenges continue for the 

100-strong team at University Hospital Wishaw’s neonatal unit. 

 

A family faces difficult odds when their second child, Innes, is born at just 23 weeks - only two 

days after the threshold at which life support is usually offered.  He weighs little more than one 

pound, his eyes won’t open for another four weeks and his skin can’t protect him from germs. 



The consultants, nurses and midwives in intensive care watch over him 24 hours a day while his 

four-year-old brother just wants him to come home. 

 

Another premature birth has all hands on deck with a team of nine neonatal staff assembling for 

the early arrival of a set of triplets. 

 

Tiny Lives is a Red Sky production for BBC Scotland. 

 

LD 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MOD 2019: La Mor nan Coisirean Duthchail (Live) 
Thursday, 17 October 

BBC ALBA, 1.30-5pm  

 

Cathy MacDonald presents live coverage of the choral competitions from the Royal National 

Mòd being held in Glasgow.  

 

The main competitions from the Royal Concert Hall will feature rural choirs battling to win the 

Lorn Shield and the Sheriff MacMaster Campbell Memorial Quaich.  

 

Last year Melvich Gaelic Choir won the Lorn Shield while Bùrach picked up the Sheriff 

MacMaster Campbell Memorial Quaich. 

 

Along with Cathy to offer assessments on both competitions will be two analysts with a keen 

interest in, and knowledge of, choral music. 

 

The programme will also feature the winners of the Grampian Television Trophy and the best 

Puirt-a-beul rural choir. 

 

MOD 2019: Buinn Oir an t-Seann Nois (Part 1) (Live) 
Thursday, 17 October 

BBC ALBA, 7.30-9pm  

 

MOD 2019: Buinn Oir an t-Seann Nois (Part 2) (Live) 
Thursday, 17 October 

BBC ALBA, 9.10-10pm  

 
Cathy MacDonald presents live coverage of the Traditional Gold Medal competition for singing, 

from the Royal National Mod in Glasgow.  

Joining Cathy at the Royal Concert Hall will be Gaelic broadcaster Morag MacDonald and the 

traditional singer and winner of the competition in 1995, Angus Macleod from Inverness.  

Throughout the evening they will offer their own assessments of the singers’ performances and 

also a reaction when the winners are announced.  

Also featured on the show will be the successful rural choirs from competitions held earlier in 

the day. 

 
LS 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Slighean Sgoile an t-Saoghail/Most Dangerous Ways to School 
Thursday, 17 October 



BBC ALBA, 10-10.50pm  

 

The children from Madibago in the southern Philippines have one of the most spectacular and 

dangerous ways to school in the world.  

 

Some walk alone through the jungle for hours, others risk their lives, in order to make it past a 

steep face of rock and boulders, overgrown with moss and tree roots.  

 

The weather can change suddenly in the Philippines. In the wet, the roots, rocks, and soil can all 

become even more slippery than usual. But that doesn’t keep the children from chasing their 

dreams.  

 

Facing the most extreme conditions, the children in this series must march, climb or swim their 

way to school. And yet, they have only one goal in sight, education and a better life. These 

children have the most spectacular and most dangerous way to school in the world. 

 

LS 

 

FRIDAY 18 OCTOBER       TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 42 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MOD 2019: La Mor nan Coisirean Sgireil (Live) 
Friday, 18 October 

BBC ALBA, 1.30-5pm  

 

Cathy MacDonald presents live coverage of the choral competitions from the last day of the 

Royal National Mòd in Glasgow.  

 

The main competition will feature choirs from the Royal Concert Hall battling to win the Lovat 

and Tullibardine Shield which was won last year for the second time in their history by Lothian 

Gaelic Choir.  

 

But will they be able to retain the shield this year?  

 

Joining Cathy to offer analysis on the ‘L+T’ and also the competition for the Margrat Duncan 

Memorial Trophy will be music teacher and conductor Lisa MacNeil who lives and works on Barra 

and the Reverend Donald M MacInnes, who has an in-depth knowledge of choral singing.  

 

The programme will also feature the winners of the Esme Smyth Trophy and the Mull and Iona 

Shield. 
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MOD 2019: Mod nan Coisirean (Live) 
Friday, 18 October 

BBC ALBA, 10-11.30pm  

 

The coverage from the Royal National Mod in Glasgow comes to a close as Cathy MacDonald 

presents performances from the choral competitions held over the last few days.  

 



Amongst the winning performances featured will be songs from the choirs who lifted the main 

prizes for the Area Choirs, primarily the Lovat and Tullibardine Shield, the Margrat Duncan 

Memorial Trophy and the Esme Smyth Trophy.  

 

Also featured will be a selection of the winners from the rural choirs including those who lifted 

the Lorn Shield, the Sheriff MacMaster Campbell Memorial Quaich as well as the Puirt-a-beul 

winners. 
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