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WEDNESDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 

The Papers  LAST IN SERIES    BBC One Scotland   
FUNC  NEW      BBC ALBA 
 
THURSDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 

Na MillenniGaels  NEW     BBC ALBA 
Slighean Sgoile an t-Saoghail/ 
Most Dangerous Ways to School  NEW  BBC ALBA 
 
FRIDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 

A View From The Terrace  NEW             BBC Scotland  
The Flatey Enigma  NEW    BBC ALBA 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BBC Scotland EPG positions for viewers in Scotland:  
Freeview & YouView 108 HD / 9 SD 

Sky 115 
Freesat 106 

Virgin Media 108 
  

BBC Scotland, BBC One Scotland and BBC ALBA are available on the BBC iPlayer 
bbc.co.uk/iplayerBBC Radio Scotland is also available on BBC Sounds bbc.co.uk/sounds 

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer


EDITORIAL 2019 / BBC WEEK 39 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Big Bookings for The Big Scottish Book Club 
  
A thrilling mix of established and emerging voices will be appearing in the new series The Big Scottish 
Book Club. 
  
A stunning line-up of authors, from Scotland and across the UK and from fiction and non-fiction, has 
been confirmed for the four-part series, which will go out this autumn on BBC Scotland. 
 
The full line-up: Ian Rankin, Sara Collins, Graham Norton, Marian Keyes, David Nicholls, Patrick Gale, 
Denise Mina, Maggie O’Farrell, John Niven, Rhik Samader, Ambrose Parry (aka Chris Brookmyre & 
Marisa Haetzman) and Janice Galloway.    
 
Award-winning writer Damian Barr, who will host the series, said: “The Big Scottish Book Club is 
bringing books back to television and making it clear that stories are for everyone. The line-up for this 
series truly reflects the diverse story-telling talent at work in Scotland and across the UK and I can’t 
wait to share this thrilling mixture of established and emerging voices. 
  
“Each show has a distinct theme - from memoir to crime - so we can have really rich conversations, 
delving into the writer’s own story as well their books.” 
 
The series will also include readings of poetry and short stories from Richard Scott, Inua Ellams, Chris 
McQueer and Andrew McMillan—all in front of a live audience. Filmed in Perthshire and Helensburgh, 
the format of The Big Scottish Book Club is inspired by Damian Barr’s renowned Literary Salon, 
currently resident at London’s Savoy Hotel.   
 
Ian Rankin has said: “I grew up watching book shows on TV. They were rare enough then and there 
are even fewer now, despite the vast number of book-lovers in the UK. So it’s a joy to see Scotland 
get its own books programme and a privilege to be a guest on the first of what I hope will be many 
seasons.” 
 
Ambrose Parry (aka Chris Brookmyre & Marisa Haetzman) said: “The Scottish book world was 
positively thrumming with expectation at the announcement of Damian Barr’s new show, so we are as 
honoured as we are thrilled to be joining him on the debut edition.” 
  
The Scottish Library and Information Council (SLIC) is also supporting The Big Scottish Book Club by 
helping to boost the public library stock of the books that will be covered in the series.  SLIC will 
provide funding to local library services to help purchase books, if required.  Viewers can request a 
copy of the book at their local library (subject to loan availability). 
  
Pamela Tulloch, chief executive at the Scottish Library and Information Council (SLIC) said: “Reading 
for pleasure is so important for people of all ages.  It boosts literacy and learning, helps us relax, 
improves our mental health, expands our imagination and fuels creativity.  I hope The Big Scottish 
Book Club encourages lots of people to pick up a book and get lost in a great story. Reading is an 
accessible activity that can be enjoyed by everyone. Scotland’s public libraries are open to all and 
they are crammed with books of all types and genres, meaning there really is something for 
everyone.” 
  
The Big Scottish Book Club has been commissioned by Gareth Hydes, commissioning editor for BBC 
Scotland and produced by IWC, a Banijay Group company.   
 
HM 
 

 
  



SUNDAY 22 SEPTEMBER             TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 39 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A Play, A Pie & A Pint, Ep 4/6 
Sunday 22 September 
BBC Scotland, 10.00-11.00pm 
 
Toy Plastic Chicken is a blackly comic exploration of security, degradation and resistance. It's the 
fourth of six plays in the series A Play, A Pie & A Pint. 
At a Scottish airport a toy plastic chicken is suspected to be a bomb. The owner is screened for 
domestic radicalisation and her interrogators push her further and further. Playing the passenger 
trying to get through airport checks is Neshla Caplan, with David James Kirkwood and Anna Russell-
Martin as airport security. 
The play has been written by Uma Nada-Rajah. As well as her work as a playwright, she also works 
as a nurse. Based in Kirknewton, in West Lothian, she trained with the acclaimed French theatre 
school, École Philippe Gaulier, is a graduate of the Young Writers’ Programme at the Royal Court 
Theatre and a recipient of a New Playwrights’ Award from Playwrights’ Studio Scotland. 
Her other plays include The Constant K Determines The Ultimate Fate Of The Universe and The 
Dubai Papers. 
Toy Plastic Chicken, recorded live in front of an audience at Oran Mor, will be her first work to be 
showcased on television. 
The series is a BBC Studios Comedy production for BBC Scotland. 
 
HM 
 

MONDAY 23 SEPTEMBER   TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 39 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
River City 
Monday 23 September, BBC Scotland HD, 10.00-11.00pm 
Tuesday 24 September, BBC One Scotland HD, 8.00 – 9.00pm 
facebook.com/bbcrivercity 
twitter.com/bbcrivercity 
instagram.com/bbcrivercity 
 
This week in Shieldinch…an emotionally tortured Scarlett faces up to her grief; Lenny’s under 
pressure to ensure his freedom from the long arm of the law; and Dylan seizes the day to woo Ruby. 
In the cold light of day, Scarlett comes face-to-face with her grief and regret. Determined to destroy all 
memories of Dougie, she throws out all his possessions much to Poppy’s horror.  
Stevie urges his mother to accept she’s in denial but her pent up fury is later violently unleashed on a 
grief-stricken Callum. 
Stevie is shocked to hear what happened and, believing Scarlett has gone too far, takes Callum to 
live with him. A family divided, Scarlett must face up to her demons in order to repair the damage 
done to the O’Haras. 
Elsewhere, after receiving a tip-off, Lenny rushes to destroy evidence Lou planted in Amber Cabs 
framing him for Lydia’s murder. DCI Grant is frustrated when the police search yields no results but 
takes Lenny in for questioning anyway.  
Convinced he’ll shake off the police pressure, Lenny’s bravado begins to waver when DCI Grant 
presents him with damming video evidence, making him the prime suspect in Lydia’s murder. 
Encouraged by Sonny and AJ, Dylan decides to pursue the girl of his dreams – Ruby. He embarks on 
a string of grand gestures, each more desperate and disastrous than the last.  
Scarlett is played by Sally Howitt, Lenny by Frank Gallagher, Dylan by Sean Connor, Ruby by Zindzi 
Hudson, Poppy by Lindsay Campbell, Stevie by Iain Robertson, Callum by Ty McPhee, DCI Grant by 
Therese Bradley, Sonny by Jimmy Chisholm and AJ by Sanjeev Kohli. 
River City is a BBC Studios, Scotland production for BBC One Scotland.  
 
JW 

 

A-null ’s a-nall 
Monday 23 September 



BBC ALBA, 6.00-6.15pm  
 

A young girl in Japan tries her hardest to conceal a facial mole which she believes she will get teased 
about at school.  
However, a new friend shows her that it is in fact a good thing to be a little different. 
 

GA 
 

Vets: Gach Creutair Beo 
Monday 23 September 
BBC ALBA, 8.30- 9.00pm  
 
This series takes viewers on a journey across Scotland following vets as they tend to animals from 
small to large to very wild. Stories of joy and stories of sadness as Vets: Gach Creutair Beo 
meets all creatures great and small. 
In this programme, vet Romain Pizzi is at Five Sisters Zoo checking out Billy the coati that has been 
suffering from stiffness and Lewy the ruffed lemur that has been struggling. X-rays reveal good news 
and bad news. 
It’s lambing time on Lewis, and Hector Low is constantly on the road helping sheep that are in trouble. 
And in Forfar, Fiona Crowden is busy at the practice with dogs. Fudge lost his tail and needs his 
bandage changed, while Rowan has injured his eye. 
 
GA 

Bannan 
Monday 23 September 
BBC ALBA, 9.00- 9.30pm  
 

Anndra finds a girl in the hull of a boat out at sea, though her true connection to the island is initially 
unclear. Isla is keen to take things to the next level with her potential suitor, and believes she’s figured 
out the real reason it’s not moving on as she’d hoped. Donna and Finlay struggle to be honest with 
each other about their feelings, while Iain gets an unexpected lodger in his bothy. 
 
GA 

TUESDAY 24 SEPTEMBER  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 39 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Darren McGarvey’s Scotland, Ep 4/6 
Tuesday 24 September 
BBC Scotland, 10.00-10.30pm  
 
In his home town of Glasgow, Darren ‘Loki’ McGarvey delves into the city’s health legacy of early 
death especially for men, known as The Glasgow effect. 
On the streets of Possilpark - not so different from the area where he grew up - the issue is thrown 
into stark relief. It's a deprived area and it’s deprived of the most precious thing of all: time. People die 
young here.  
A GP working at the sharp end of health care in a poor area, and one of her patients - who has had 
four heart attacks - demonstrate the reality of how drink and drugs can shorten life spans and bring on 
conditions such as dementia. 
And a tour of the streets further highlights the impact of the 'broken window effect’ - living amid 
dereliction has been shown to contribute to mental health problems and depression. But while the 
sadness of the streets visibly riles Darren, a group of ‘dancing grannies’, whose video has gone viral, 
provides hope that community links can give people a much needed sense of connection and help 
them to overcome their problems. 
 
HM 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 25 SEPTEMBER TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 39 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
The Children’s Hospital, Ep7/8 
Wednesday 25 September 
BBC Scotland 8.00-8.30pm 
 
In the penultimate episode of The Children’s Hospital staff deal with a snowboarding injury; teenager 
Ewan undergoes his fifth bone operation; and a four-week-old baby is examined for a suspected lip tie 
condition. 
After injuring his arm after a snowboarding fall, 10-year-old Harris arrives at A&E. X-Rays confirm he 
has a broken radius so a plaster cast is required. To ease the pain while Orthopaedic Technician 
Andy applies the cast and resets the broken bone, Harris is given some nitrous oxide which quickly 
lives up to its other name – laughing gas.  
Ewan, 14, has a condition that causes growth on bones and he’s in hospital to undergo his fifth 
surgery to have the lumps removed. Ewan won’t be allowed home until he can walk safely but it’s up 
to physiotherapist Nina whether he is fit enough to be discharged.  
Over in the medical ward, seven-year-old Daniel has arrived for his surgery, part of his ongoing 
treatment for acute lymphoblastic leukaemia. 
However, being treated for cancer isn’t the only challenge facing Daniel and his family every day he is 
also severely autistic.  
Four-week-old baby Lewis is in hospital with suspected lip tie where a thick piece of skin connects the 
lip to the upper gum which can impair feeding. Speech and language therapist Sue-Ann assesses 
little Lewis who sleeps through his special examination.  
Narrated by David Tennant, The Children’s Hospital goes behind-the-scenes at the Royal Aberdeen 
Children’s Hospital which, each year, gives life-changing treatments to thousands of boys and girls 
across the North of Scotland. 
The Children’s Hospital is a Tern TV production for BBC Scotland. 
 
JW 
 

The Papers, Ep 2/2  LAST IN SERIES   
Wednesday 25 September  
BBC One Scotland, 9.00-10.00pm 
 
The second and concluding episode of a series which goes behind the scenes of three Scottish 
newspaper titles as they struggle to claim their place in the fast-paced world of digital content.  
This week, editors and staff of The Herald, The National and The Evening Times, are trying to focus 
on covering the only story in town – the much vaunted “Brexit day” of March 29, 2019. At the same 
time, budget cuts are starting to bite hard, especially at The Herald, which is the world's longest-
surviving English-language daily newspaper.  
Herald columnist, Marianne Taylor, visits her old newspaper in Berlin, Die Welt, to see how they have 
integrated digital and print into one newsroom. 
Back home in Scotland, we see editors and journalists staff from The Herald and Evening Times 
make the switch to rolling digital content under its new young digital editor, Stephen McIlkenny. Daily 
title, The National, which launched after the 2014 Referendum on Scottish independence, is ahead of 
the digital curve under editor, Callum Baird. 
Titled, "Banging Out" (newspaper jargon for thumping on desks to show respect for departing 
colleagues), we witness Herald editor, Donald Martin overseeing the daily tide of news coverage while 
delivering more bad news about further cuts and redundancies. 
JG 
 
 

Fuine 
Wednesday 25 September 
BBC ALBA, 8.30-9.00pm  
 

Some of the country’s best home bakers welcome Gregor MacLeod into the kitchen to show him their 
favourite recipes. As a professional cook and baker he knows that you can’t put a price on a tried and 
tested recipe and also shares some of his own. 
In this programme, Gregor is in Benbecula to taste crisp puff pastry pasties filled with the freshest Uist 
crab meat and melt-in-the-mouth leeks. In Beauly he meets a woman who uses amaretti biscuits 
paired with raspberries to add texture and flavour to a pudding. 



Back in his kitchen in Callanish Gregor creates some delicious treats. His makes his own steamed 
suet pudding filled with a rich red wine and Isle of Lewis beef stew. And he makes a moist orange 
polenta cake with a glossy chocolate topping. 
 
GA 

 
FUNC  NEW 
Wednesday 25 September 
BBC ALBA, 10.00-10.30pm  
 

Taking a comic swipe at the Gaelic world and beyond, the award-winning Gaelic sketch show FUNC 
returns for a new series. Featuring a whole raft of old and new characters, FUNC is funnier and faster 
than ever before.  
Trump returns, on holiday in the homeland. Flo and Marge return in their search for drink and there 
are Vikings who hate their Pictish naked neighbours; Children’s TV presenters who don’t get on and 
the latest technology comes to the Mod. There’s a Hogmanay special with some very special guest 
stars and a mixture of the surreal, satirical and downright silly. 
FUNC is a fast paced, irreverent, and cheeky take on the modern Gaelic world. Filmed in Glasgow 
and on the Isle of Lewis - and directed by Michael Hines - FUNC is a The Woven Thread production 
for MG Alba. 
 
GA 
 

THURSDAY 26 SEPTEMBER TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 39 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Emeli Sandé’s Street Symphony, Ep2/4 
Thursday 26 September 
BBC Scotland, 10.00 – 11.00pm  
  
Singer Emeli Sandé faces a difficult choice as she selects which buskers will be given the biggest 
musical opportunity of their lives – to perform live with her and the BBC Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra. 
Renowned conductor and arranger John Logan is on hand to help choose her final five – but with so 
much talent on the streets of Scotland, it’s not an easy task – and Emeli makes an executive decision 
to invite a sixth busker. 
With only weeks to go until the concert at Glasgow’s City Halls, the buskers all get together for the 
first time to meet arranger John and work with voice coach to the stars, Yvie Burnett. 
As each reveals how they started busking and what music means for them, Emeli explains exactly 
what it was that drew her to each act. 
Looking forward to the concert, Emeli also has the chance to reflect back on her early days at 
university in Glasgow, and reminisce with her first ever label boss John Ansdell of SoulJawn Records. 
Emeli Sandé’s Street Symphony is a BBC Scotland Music, Entertainment & Events Production for 
BBC Scotland. 
  
LD 

 
Des Doesn’t Do…Cooking, Ep 4/6 
Thursday 26 September  
BBC Scotland, 8.30 – 9.00pm 
 
This week Des Clarke is in the kitchen as we find out if Des Doesn’t Do cooking. 
First up, Des speaks to Love Island After Sun’s the MacTwins who critique his eating habits and give 
him some tips about being healthier.  
Broadcaster and Celebrity MasterChef finalist, Kirsty Wark, takes Des under her wing and tries to 
figure out if he can go from ready meals and a microwave to cooking with fresh ingredients. She takes 
him to Nick Nairn’s cooking school where he learns to make fresh pasta from scratch.  
Kirsty, of course, doesn’t let the comedian off that easy and has him host a dinner party for friends 
including Robert Florence and chef Julie MacLeod. 
With his new found skills will Des be able to go from microwave master to cooking supremo. 



Des Doesn’t Do is a BBC Scotland Music, Entertainment & Events Production for BBC Scotland. 
 
BR 
 

Na MillenniGaels  NEW 
Thursday 26 September 
BBC ALBA, 10.00-10.30pm  
 

A look at the lives of some of Glasgow’s young generation of Gaels in Scotland’s biggest city. 
Mia, 19, was previously 9th in the UK in her category for BMX racing but has slipped to 13th. This 
year she is aiming to get back in the top 10. She is out training at a state-of-the-art facility in 
Knightswood and talks about what it feels like to be a young female in a male-dominated sport. 
Father-to-be Anton is busy getting the house ready for the new arrival. He has a cot to build and 
painting to do but the DIY doesn’t quite go to plan. 
Danielle from Lewis lives in a cottage in the west end of Glasgow which was once the studio of 
famous photographer Thomas Annan. She heads out to the Trongate and Glasgow Cathedral which 
Thomas Annan famously photographed. 
 
GA 

 
Slighean Sgoile an t-Saoghail/Most Dangerous Ways to School  NEW 
Thursday 26 September 
BBC ALBA, 10.30-11.20pm  
 

Every Monday, little Lorenzo struggles alone as he makes his way over slippery scree and past steep 
canyons, just so he can go to school and receive something to eat there. The 6-year-old lives in 
northwest Mexico in the extensive Sierra Madre Occidental. This is the home of his people, the 
Rarámuri. 
These indigenous peoples live well-hidden in the mountains and have hardly any contact with the 
outside world. To escape this fate, Lorenzo must literally overcome more than 1000 metres altitude. 
One small lapse of concentration, one careless step and Lorenzo could fall off the edge. Facing the 
most extreme conditions, the children in this series must march, climb or swim their way to school. 
And yet, they have only one goal in sight, education and a better life. These children have the most 
spectacular and most dangerous way to school in the world. 

 
GA 

 
Dhan Uisge/Into the Water 
Thursday 26 September 
BBC ALBA, 11.20-11.30pm  
 

A series presented by Calum Maclean who shares his passion for swimming in remote lochs and 
rivers. There is nothing that Calum loves better than finding far-flung locations for outdoor swimming 
and he has made a personal wish-list of 10 places he has always wanted to visit and swim in. 
One of the locations is Dunnet Beach on the north coast of mainland Scotland. This site offers 3 
kilometres of golden sand, shelter from the wind and wonderful dunes. As Calum himself states “You 
feel you’re in an expansive open environment with the sea all to myself”. 
While in the area, Calum challenges himself to swim between the iconic stacks of Duncansby. He 
ends his day attempting to swim between each stack. Great fun for Calum and we’ll discover whether 
he can swim from Peerie Stack to the larger Muckle Stack. 
 
GA 
 

FRIDAY 27 SEPTEMBER       TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 39 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Bad Influencer, Ep4/6 
Friday 27 September 
BBC Scotland, 10.00-10.30pm 
 



This week, comedians Christopher KC and Jay Lafferty talk kids and politics with Mark Nelson as Bad 
Influencer continues.  
Find out whose parents had a surprisingly regular bedroom schedule and which guest is ready to give 
Mark a well-deserved roasting. Plus see an unorthodox way to remove a loose tooth and learn why, 
when it comes to cutting edge political satire, you can’t do better than kids comics.  
Tune in to see why one dad and one clothes peg is a recipe for viral infamy and discover what the 
people of Scotland really think about the UK’s new Prime Minister, Boris Johnson.  
Bad Influencer is a Mentorn TV production for BBC Scotland.  
 
JW 
 

A View From The Terrace  NEW 
Friday, 27 September 
BBC Scotland, 10.30 – 11.30 pm 
 
A View From The Terrace is warming up for another 20 fixtures with the BBC Scotland audience after 
a successful first run. 
Acclaimed for its entertaining take on the highs and lows of the beautiful game in Scotland, the show 
returns to the channel this season. Adapted from the cult podcast The Terrace and produced by 
Studio Something for BBC Scotland, the show has a cheeky and irreverent tone that is heavily rooted 
in the hosts’ love of the game. 
A core presenting team of Craig G Telfer, Craig Fowler, Shaughan McGuigan, Joel Sked and Robert 
Borthwick offer a singular and entertaining view of football in Scotland from the grassroots in remote 
parts of the country to the elite clubs and the national side. 
The show also features innovative films which became social media hits in the first series. These 
included a film about the team from Eriskay in the Hebrides and their sloping pitch and a Wes 
Anderson inspired highlights package of Arbroath v Airdrieonians.  
The first series received press plaudits with one observer on a national newspaper describing it as the 
best football show in the UK.  
Among the regular features in this campaign will be ‘The Foot’se Index’, looking at whose stock is 
rising and speculating on which clubs should shed their prize assets now.  
Looking at the action to come, the panel will showcase and dissect a team that’s at a crucial juncture 
in their season in ‘Fork in The Road’ - or in ‘Future Headlines’ they will make predictions on what will 
happen over the weekend, based upon imagined newspaper headlines, Twitter hot takes and forum 
meltdowns.  
 
JG 
 

  
  
The Flatey Enigma  NEW 
Friday 20 September 
BBC ALBA, 10.15-11.05pm  
 

Spring of 1971, Johanna, a professor of Nordic Studies returns to the Icelandic island of Flatey to 
attend her father's funeral and gets embroiled in a mystery. 
 
GA 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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