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THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS                 TELEVISION & RADIO / BBC NI WEEK 42 
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SUNDAY 13 OCTOBER 
 

A Quare Tongue   NEW                                 BBC Two Northern Ireland   

 

 

MONDAY 14 OCTOBER 
 

True North: The Dementia-Friendly Barber  NEW    BBC One Northern Ireland 

 

 

THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER 

 

Oliver Jeffers - Here We Are… BBC Arts NI Presents  NEW     

                                                                                                              BBC Two Northern Ireland 

 

 

Places Of Interest: Greyabbey, County Down (A Quare Tongue); Bangor (True 

North: The Dementia-Friendly Barber). Belfast (Oliver Jeffers - Here We Are… 

BBC Arts NI Presents 
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SUNDAY 13 OCTOBER            TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 42 
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A Quare Tongue          NEW                 
Sunday 13 October 

BBC Two Northern Ireland, 10pm 

Also available on BBC iPlayer 

 

From a Bafta to an MBE, the work of County Down-born poet, playwright and documentary film-

maker Damian Gorman has garnered many awards over the past 25 years.  

 

He describes himself as someone who feels ‘at home in language’. He says words have always 

given him solace and delight.  

 

Having previously learned the Irish Language, his genuine curiosity about Ulster-Scots was the 

inspiration for this new film.   

 

In A Quare Tongue on BBC Two NI, Sunday 13 October at 10pm, Damian remembers ‘a clatter 

of words’ growing up in Newcastle, County Down, words he now knows to be from the Ulster-

Scots tradition.  

 

Words like ‘thran’, which he calls “a thistle of a word, with character and personality” and claims 

as one of his favourite words, in any language.  

 

Damian says: “For me – just for me – writing on its own isn’t enough.” For many years, he has 

worked as an encourager of writing in other people and communities. He says:  “It’s important to 

speak, especially when your voice is vulnerable’ he says. ‘That’s the time to say your piece.”  

 

Damian’s journey takes him back to the Ards peninsula, to Greyabbey where he lived in the 

1980s.  

 

He reconnects with Hugh Robinson, who helped him start a writers’ group there and spends time 

with native speakers and scholars as he tries to understand why, for so many people, Ulster-

Scots and its literary heritage is still important and relevant today.  

 

Directed by Brendan Hughes, ‘A Quare Tongue’ is produced by Tern Television for BBC Northern 

Ireland, with assistance from Northern Ireland Screen’s Ulster-Scots Broadcast Fund.  
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MONDAY 14 OCTOBER                 TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 42 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
True North: The Dementia-Friendly Barber   NEW 

Monday 14 October 

BBC One Northern Ireland, 10.35pm 

 

Lenny White is a cut above your average barber. He says that, three years ago, he became the 

world’s first dementia-friendly barber. 

 

But there’s a lot more to Lenny’s work than cutting hair. He estimates that barbering is only 10% 

of what he provides his clientele – who are older men with dementia. With specialist training, 

Lenny creates a sensory experience with a range of stimuli that helps them tap into lost thoughts, 

their memories and feelings. 

 

A new BBC Northern Ireland True North film – The Dementia-Friendly Barber - on Monday 14 

October, follows the Bangor barber as he visits care homes to cut and shave the hair of his 

customers. Lenny meets a wide range of people living with different forms of the disease: from 

Alzheimer’s - the most common – through to the much rarer early-onset dementia. 

 

Wherever he goes, Lenny recreates the sights, sounds and smells of a traditional barber shop and 

interacts with the men as individuals to rediscover memories and reminisce with them, bringing 

back lost moments in time. 

 

After 20-years working in sales previously, Lenny was looking for a change of career. He went 

back to college and did a barbering course. Then, one day, he wondered, could he become a care 

home barber? 

 

Lenny is now a pioneer in the work and care he provides. Dealing with the disease every day he is 

also curious if it will affect him. The programme follows him as he meets Dr Emma Cunningham 

from Queen’s University/Belfast Trust and explores whether or not our genes play a part in 

developing dementia in later life.  He also takes one of the off-the-shelf genetic tests which offers 

consumers a check for particular genetic information. 

 

True North: The Dementia-Friendly Barber is on BBC One Northern Ireland on Monday 14 

October at 10.35pm. 
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THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER               TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 42 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Oliver Jeffers - Here We Are… BBC Arts NI Presents   NEW 

Thursday 17 October 

BBC Two Northern Ireland, 10pm 

 

Oliver Jeffers is an award-winning visual artist and author, and with high profile fans like Bono, 

his name that is known to millions across the world.  

 

BBC Arts NI Presents brings unparalleled access to Oliver as he reflects on how world events and 

parenthood have impacted on his work, as he exhibits across London, Paris and New York. Joe 

Lindsay meets Oliver to chat about his life and career highlights, which include collaborations 

with U2 on Thursday 17 October. 

 

Born in Australia, raised in Belfast, and currently based in Brooklyn - with wife Suzanne and their 

two children - Oliver credits his Northern Irish roots for adding dark humour and duality to his 

work. 

 

It was during a visit to Northern Ireland almost four-years ago that Oliver was inspired to create 

his latest book, the cautionary tale, The Fate of Fausto.  

 

From New York installations to his dipped painting project - a ceremony that explores the 

malleability of human memory - and his award-winning children’s picture books, in this revealing 

programme Oliver Jeffers opens up about the diverse and experimental style that has gained 

worldwide attention. 

 

Oliver says: “It feels like I have got something important to say and it feels like I am making some 

of the best work of my life and I am just riding that momentum while it is there.” 

 

Oliver Jeffers - Here We Are… BBC Arts NI Presents, Thursday 17 October at 10pm on BBC Two 

Northern Ireland. The programme is part of Book Week NI (Monday, October 14-Sunday, October 

20), a week-long celebration of books and reading. Now in its fourth year, Book Week NI is a joint 

initiative between BBC Northern Ireland and Libraries NI. It celebrates the pleasures of reading - 

and how books and libraries can provide us with points of connection and discovery. 
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Please note that television & radio programmes are subject to change. Schedule additions will be 

submitted in the event of any significant change.  

 

Transcripts of BBC Radio Ulster and Foyle programmes are not available. 

 

Additional copy on a wide range of BBC network programmes is available from the main the BBC 

Media Centre website: bbc.co.uk/mediacentre 

 

Keep up-to-date with all the latest press releases and packs from the BBC via Twitter: 

http://twitter.com/bbcpress 
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