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SUNDAY 14 APRIL                    TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 16 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
BBC Northern Ireland School Choir Of The Year 
Sunday 14 April   
Highlights on BBC One Northern Ireland, 5.30pm  
Also available via the BBC iPlayer 
   
Join presenters John Toal and Kerry McLean for a special television highlights programme looking 
back at this year’s BBC Northern Ireland School Choir Of The Year. 
 
The final, which took place at the Ulster Hall, Belfast on April 7, saw six excited school choirs from 
across Northern Ireland showcase their talents as they competed to win in the junior and senior 
sections. 
  
Four judges including special guest judge Carrie Grant had the difficult task of choosing which choirs 
would win the Junior and Senior titles of BBC Northern Ireland School Choir Of The Year. 
 
Reaching the final in the junior section were: Ebrington Primary School, Londonderry; Macosquin 
Primary, Coleraine, and Pond Park Primary School, Lisburn. In the senior section final were: 
Carrickfergus Grammar School; Thornhill College, Derry and Dalriada School, Ballymoney. 
  
The awards to the two schools were made by guest judge Carrie Grant, vocal coach and television 
presenter. 
  
The rest of the judging panel was made up of Ciaran Scullion, Head of Music, Arts Council for 
Northern Ireland; Richard Yarr, Senior Producer Classical Music, BBC Radio Ulster, and Andrew 
Nunn, Musical Director with the Ulster Youth Choir. 
  
Each choir was invited to perform two songs and the judges decided which two choirs from the junior 
and senior categories would go head to head to pick up the two titles.  
   
Recorded for the first time for television, BBC Northern Ireland School Choir of the Year highlights 
programme is on BBC One Northern Ireland, Sunday 14 April at 5.35pm, and is produced in 
association with the Ulster Youth Choir, and supported by the Arts Council for Northern Ireland 
(ACNI).  
  
The winning choirs will feature across a range of programming and events during this year. 
  
For additional content check out Twitter #SCOTY and pictures go to: bbc.co.uk/scoty 
 
 
CC 
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MONDAY 15 APRIL                     TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 16 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Litreacha                                                      NEW                                 
Monday 15 – Thursday 18 April, 7pm 
BBC Radio Ulster 
Also available via the BBC iPlayer 
 

http://bbc.co.uk/scoty


If you had the chance to write back to your 16 year old self, what would you say? What advice would 
you offer? What mistakes would you rectify? Or, more importantly, would your 16 year old self even 
listen? 
 
Litreacha (Letters) is a poignant series from BBC Gaeilge that explores what people (mostly well-
known figures in the Irish language world, but not exclusively so) would write to their teenage selves. 
 
Guests travel back in time as they reflect on the decisions they made, the regrets, the highs, the lows 
and what they’ve learned from life. 
 
The first series, presented by Conall Ó Máirtín and produced by Tessa Fleming, starts on Monday 15 
April at 7pm, with TV producer Mairéad Ní Thréinir offering relationship advice to her 16 year old self, 
and writer Seán Ó Muireagáin, who reflects on growing up in the midst of the Troubles. 
 
On Tuesday, poet Ciara Ní É speaks about how she came to accept and embrace both herself and 
her sexuality, and journalist, Íte Ní Chionnaith recounts what her life experiences have taught her. 
 
On Wednesday, journalist Dónal Mac Giolla Chóill reminisces on the death of his parents and the 
impact that loss has had on him, while Irish language activist, dramatist and writer Gearóid Ó 
Cairealláin opens up about being on his deathbed after his stroke. 
 
On Thursday, Irish language activist Jake Mac Siacais opens up about why he didn’t speak to his 
children about his days in prison, and journalist Michelle Nic Pháidín speaks about depression and 
the importance of patience. 
 
Presenter Conall Ó Máirtín says, “Turning 40 this year got me thinking a lot about life and how things 
have turned out for me. 
 
“Looking back to my schooldays I pondered should I have done things differently, what would I 
change, how have I learned from my experiences? 
 
“It led me to wonder what it would be like if I could speak to my 16 year old self and give that young 
person some advice. I also wondered what other people would say to themselves.  
 
“During the series, I was able to speak with some very interesting people.  At times their letters were 
emotional, funny, remorseful, but most of all unique and enlightening.” 
 
Producer Tessa Fleming says: “Listening to the contributors of the series, it’s incredible how open and 
honest they are about the things that they’ve dealt with in their lives - things that many people try to 
block out. 
 
“Their letters are emotional and reveal vulnerability that most people have difficulty in sharing with 
others. 
 
“I wonder how life would be different for us all if we had the opportunity to write to our teenage selves.” 
 
 
AW 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Counsel                                                       NEW                                 
Monday 15 April, 9pm 
BBC One Northern Ireland,  
  
Written by newcomer David Allen and directed by Declan Recks (The Truth Commissioner) Counsel 
is a new drama from BBC Northern Ireland telling the story of Olivia Harley, a female barrister who 
complicates her professional and personal life when she takes on the case of a young client. 
  
Olivia, played by Valene Kane (The Fall, Thirteen, Rogue One: A Star Wars Story), has it all: a 
powerful career as a senior barrister specialising in family law and a husband in the running for Lord 



Chief Justice played by Declan Conlon (Any Time Now, Calvary). But Olivia is growing tired of playing 
second fiddle to her husband Malcolm’s career. When Malcolm’s loyalty and integrity are questioned, 
Olivia finds herself drawing closer to her 18-year-old client Gareth Fleming, played by newcomer 
Adam Gillian. 
  
Eighteen year old Gareth’s mother died when he was 15. He finds himself in difficulty when his private 
school threatens to suspend him as a result of missed fees after his father suffers a stroke. Olivia 
becomes involved with Gareth’s case to petition the school and insurance company to pay his school 
fees. 
  
As the relationship between Olivia and Gareth deepens – we witness what happens when these two 
worlds collide? 
  
Counsel is one of two new dramas commissioned for the New Perspectives drama initiative. Written, 
produced and filmed in Northern Ireland these dramas portray and represent Northern Ireland on 
screen in new ways, nurture and develop new talent both on screen and behind-the-scenes and 
continue to support the local creative sector. 
  
The other drama, Ups & Downs stars Susan Lynch (Ready Player One, Waking Ned, Killing Eve) as 
the mother to a 22-year-old son with Down’s syndrome, played by newcomer James Martin, and 18-
year-old daughter, played by Rosie Barry (Pablo). The two siblings head off on an entertaining road 
trip to Belfast to attend a highly anticipated gig without their mother’s permission. The drama will be 
broadcast on Monday 4 March. 
  
This scheme was made possible by the £11m of additional BBC funding into content over a three year 
period to enable BBC Northern Ireland to produce more drama, factual and comedy content on BBC 
One Northern Ireland; boost its service to younger audiences and transform its digital output across 
news, sport and other areas. 
  
Counsel is a BBC Northern Ireland commission made by Lacada Entertainment with funding from 
Northern Ireland Screen. 
 
MD 
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Mná Spóirt: Croí is Anam                    NEW                                 
BBC Two Northern Ireland 
Monday 15

 
April, 10pm 

Also available via the BBC iPlayer 
  
Aoife Ní Chaiside is a camogie superstar. The All-Ireland winning former captain of her club, 
Slaughtneil, and county and provincial champion is also a fervent ambassador of women’s sports. 
  
In a new three-part BBC Gaeilge series, Aoife explores the trials and triumphs of women in sport, 
meets female high-achievers, ventures out into the sporting world beyond her beloved Gaelic games, 
and looks at what the future holds for Irish sportswomen. 
  
Shot while she was on her way to winning her third consecutive All-Ireland club camogie 
championship, Mná Spóirt: Croí is Anam (Women in Sport: Heart and Soul) was made for BBC 
Northern Ireland and TG4 by DoubleBand Films with funding from Northern Ireland Screen’s Irish 
Language Broadcast Fund. 
  
As well as focusing on sport itself – Mná Spóirt: Croí is Anam, also examines how sport can uplift 
women and provide emotional, physical and psychological sustenance, and how sport can bring 
women together in an increasingly isolated world. 
  
In episode one, Aoife treads familiar ground, looking at team sports, and endeavours to find out more 
about the values at the heart of teams – trust, respect and friendship. 
  

x-apple-data-detectors://1/
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She speaks to Katie Mullan, captain of the Irish Hockey team that won silver at the Hockey World Cup 
in 2018, about the friends she has made through the game. 
  
She also meets Rena Buckley, ladies’ football and camogie All-Star who has won a record 18 All-
Ireland medals.   
  
There has always been gender inequality in sport in terms of support, financial assistance and media 
interest, and also in episode one, Aoife sits down with the founders of the 20x20 initiative to hear 
about its objectives to raise the profile of women’s sport in Ireland. 
  
In programme two, she embarks on a mission to understand what motivates individual sportswomen, 
who train and compete without the safety net of the team that she is accustomed to.  
  
She meets sprinter, Patience Jumbo Gula, discus thrower, Niamh McCarthy, and world champion 
handballer, Aisling Reilly, and discusses the big issues – disability, image and racism in sport. 
  
The final episode celebrates sport for life, and the benefits of sport and fitness for women. 
  
At a challenge match as part of Slaughtneil’s All-Ireland preparation, Aoife chats to Kilkenny manager 
Ann Downey about why so few women have followed in her footsteps and become managers and 
officials in sport.  
  
She visits Irish rugby star Eimear Considine’s school, where Eimear’s goal is to encourage her young 
pupils’ love of PE, in an effort to prevent them from dropping out of sport. 
  
The fearless Aoife then sets herself a new challenge, to try out MMA, with champion Leah McCourt. 
  
Mná Spóirt: Croí is Anam begins Monday 15 April, 10pm, BBC Two Northern Ireland. 
 
AW 
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All Programme Information copy may be used free of charge on condition that it credits the relevant 
BBC programme or service. The material contained on the Programme Information pages is 
protected by copyright which is owned by the BBC. Material may not be reproduced or used other 
than in respect to BBC programmes © British Broadcasting Corporation 2013. 
 
Please note that television & radio programmes are subject to change. Schedule additions will be 
submitted in the event of any significant change.  
 
Transcripts of BBC Radio Ulster and Foyle programmes are not available. 
 
Additional copy on a wide range of BBC network programmes is available from the main the BBC 
Media Centre website: bbc.co.uk/mediacentre 
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