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BBC Northern Ireland School Choir Of The Year  
Continues on Sunday 31 March  
BBC Radio Ulster, 2pm  
Available via BBC Sounds  

The search continues to find Northern Ireland’s top junior and senior school choirs. 

Following on from the success of previous years, more than 60 choirs from across Northern Ireland 
have been singing to impress as they battle it out for a place in the final of the BBC Northern Ireland 
School Choir Of The Year.   

Presented by John Toal and Kerry McLean, and recorded at seven venues across Northern Ireland, 
the series culminates in a live final from the Ulster Hall, Belfast, on Sunday 7 April, which will also be 
recorded for the first time for BBC NI television. 

The seventh programme, on Sunday 31 March on BBC Radio Ulster at 2pm, hosted by John Toal 
from Regent House Grammar School in Newtownards, features six senior choirs, all vying for a place 
in the grand final. 

The choirs will perform in front of judges Richard Yarr, Rebekah Coffey and Ciaran Scullion,  who 
have the task of choosing which three choirs will go forward to the final. 

BBC Northern Ireland School Choir Of The Year is produced in association with the Ulster Youth 
Choir, and supported by the Arts Council for Northern Ireland (ACNI).  

The overall winning choirs will feature across a range of programming and events during this year. 

If you missed the programme, catch it again via the BBC Sounds app. And for additional content 
check out Twitter #SCOTY and more pictures go to: bbc.co.uk/scoty  
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Showbands: How Ireland Learnt To Party 
Sunday 31 March, 9pm 
BBC Two Northern Ireland 

From the late 1950s to the 1980s, showbands transformed the music scene in Northern  Ireland and 
the Republic of Ireland. On BBC Two NI on Sunday, 31 March at 10pm on Ardal O’Hanlon retraces 
the steps of the dance bands that brought music to rural communities in the 
documentary Showbands: How Ireland Learnt To Party. 

Travelling around in a VW Camper van, Ardal meets the stars, hustlers and punters who were part of 
this uniquely Irish cultural phenomenon. 

In the 1950s, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland were conservative - morally policed by 
religion on both sides of the border- and the Father Ted star discovers how 
showbands revolutionised the way young people enjoyed music by simply standing up and performing 
choreographed moves on stage. 

http://bbc.co.uk/scoty


Showbands with their distinct look and sound covered popular music of the day including rock, pop 
and country and western. They sang, danced and played instruments, putting on a show that was 
different from anything else audiences had seen.  

Business men and promoters capitalised on the popularity of the new bands, moving the party from 
church halls to large ballrooms built on the outskirts of rural towns and villages. 

At its peak more than 600 showbands worked the music circuit, while big bands like Joe Dolan and 
the Drifters, The Royal Showband and The Miami Showband became household names that attracted 
up to 1,000 young people to their nightly shows. 

Showbands: How Ireland Learnt To Party, Sunday 31 March at 9pm, BBC Two Northern Ireland. 
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The Top Table 
BBC One Northern Ireland 
Wednesday 3 April, 7pm 

 
Young people set the agenda as The Top Table returns to BBC One Northern Ireland on Wednesday 
3 April at the earlier time of 7pm. 
 
Hosted by Stephen Nolan, The Top Table puts young people at front and centre of the debate.   
 
The programme - recorded in front of a studio audience of 200 sixth form pupils from schools across 
Northern Ireland - sees a panel of young men and women, aged 16-21, challenge politicians, decision 
makers and commentators as they debate the pressing issues affecting us all. 
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bbc.co.uk/tv/programmes/a-z/by/a 
 
 
All Programme Information copy may be used free of charge on condition that it credits the relevant 
BBC programme or service. The material contained on the Programme Information pages is 
protected by copyright which is owned by the BBC. Material may not be reproduced or used other 
than in respect to BBC programmes © British Broadcasting Corporation 2013. 
 
Please note that television & radio programmes are subject to change. Schedule additions will be 
submitted in the event of any significant change.  
 
Transcripts of BBC Radio Ulster and Foyle programmes are not available. 
 
Additional copy on a wide range of BBC network programmes is available from the main the BBC 
Media Centre website: bbc.co.uk/mediacentre 
 
Keep up-to-date with all the latest press releases and packs from the BBC via Twitter: 
http://twitter.com/bbcpress 
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