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SUNDAY 24 MARCH  
 
BBC Northern Ireland School Choir Of The Year                       BBC Radio Ulster   
 
 
Tír Eoghain: The Unbreakable Bond          NEW                      BBC Two Northern Ireland 
 
 
MONDAY 25 MARCH  
 
Oilithreacht                                                  NEW                        BBC Two Northern Ireland 
 

 
WEDNESDAY 27 MARCH  
 
Border Country: When Ireland Was Divided      NEW               BBC One Northern Ireland                 
 

 
 
Places of interest – Co Donegal (Oilithreacht); Co Tyrone (Tír Eoghain: The 
Unbreakable Bond). 
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SUNDAY 24 MARCH                    TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 13 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BBC Northern Ireland School Choir Of The Year  
Continues on Sunday 24 March  
BBC Radio Ulster, 2pm  
Available via BBC Sounds  

The search continues to find Northern Ireland’s top junior and senior school choirs. 

Following on from the success of previous years, more than 60 choirs from across Northern Ireland 
will be singing to impress as they battle it out for a place in the final of the BBC Northern Ireland 
School Choir Of The Year.   

Presented by John Toal and Kerry McLean, and recorded at seven venues across Northern Ireland, 
the series culminates in a live final from the Ulster Hall, Belfast, on Sunday 7 April, which will also be 
recorded for the first time for BBC NI television. 

The seventh programme, on Sunday 24 March on BBC Radio Ulster at 2pm, hosted by Kerry McLean 
from Regent House Grammar School in Newtownards, features six junior choirs, all vying for a place 
in the grand final. 

The choirs will perform in front of judges Richard Yarr, Rebekah Coffey and Ciaran Scullion,  who 
have the task of choosing which three choirs will go forward to the final. 

BBC Northern Ireland School Choir Of The Year is produced in association with the Ulster Youth 
Choir, and supported by the Arts Council for Northern Ireland (ACNI).  

The overall winning choirs will feature across a range of programming and events during this year. 

If you missed the programme, catch it again via the BBC Sounds app. And for additional content 
check out Twitter #SCOTY and more pictures go to: bbc.co.uk/scoty  
 
 
CC 
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Tír Eoghain: The Unbreakable Bond              NEW                                 
Sunday 24 March, 10pm 
BBC Two Northern Ireland 
bbc.co.uk/gaeilge 
 
Tír Eoghain: The Unbreakable Bond is the untold narrative behind the most successful Minor team in 
the history of the GAA – the Tyrone Class of 1997/1998. 
 
Featuring Tyrone manager Mickey Harte and All-Ireland winners Brian McGuigan, Enda McGinley, 
Mark Harte and Kevin Hughes, the documentary reveals how the seeds of Tyrone’s GAA success 
were sown more than 20 years ago. 
 
Despite despairing lows, a unique generation of young men made their mark in the history of Gaelic 
football and went on to drive their county to three All-Ireland senior titles. 
 

http://bbc.co.uk/scoty


The squad became a symbol of hope having faced the devastation of losing teammate Paul McGirr 
following an accident during an Ulster Minor Championship match in 1997.  
 
A year later they endured trauma again with the 1998 Omagh bombing, but amazingly showed 
resilience to win the Minor All-Ireland title just weeks later.   
 
A skilful and driven group of players, these young men brought unbridled joy to the people of Tyrone. 
Thirteen of these players went on to feature on the Tyrone team as they claimed the Sam Maguire in 
2003, 2005 and 2008.  
 
The documentary features exclusive behind the scenes home video footage of the teams, as well as 
rarely seen archival footage from their Minor matches. 
 
The film also includes exclusive footage of a 20-year reunion featuring the Minor team from 1998 and 
manager Mickey Harte. 
 
“From the death of our friend and teammate Paul McGirr to the utter devastation of the Omagh 
bombing these players went through more than anything a group of young men should,” said Brian 
McGuigan. 
 
“We faced challenges on and off the pitch and came through them because of the incredible bond we 
had with each other and the guidance of our management team led by Mickey Harte.  
 
“We would not be weighed down by the disappointments of the past or the pain we had endured.”   
 
“The 1998 Minor title was very important for the people of Tyrone to perhaps close a dark chapter in 
which the county struggled,” added Kevin Hughes. 
 
“Following the death of Paul McGirr, my own brother Paul and the Omagh bombing, it brought a new 
spirit and it gave the people of Tyrone a lift.  
 
“Looking back at everything that happened, a group of people came together at the right time.  
 
“We were lucky as a county to have such a strong bond because our talent on the field of play and the 
terrible losses we suffered created a unique spirit resulting in our being in a circle that will never be 
broken.”  
 
Directed by Declan McGrath and produced by Eamonn Mallie and Michael Mallie, Tír Eoghain: The 
Unbreakable Bond, was made by EMM Productions for BBC Gaeilge and TG4, with funding from 
Northern Ireland Screen’s Irish Language Broadcast Fund, and will be shown on BBC Two Northern 
Ireland, Sunday 24 March at 10pm. 
 
AW 
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MONDAY 25 MARCH                     TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 13 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Oilithreacht                NEW                                 
Monday 25 March 
BBC Two Northern Ireland, 10pm 
bbc.co.uk/gaeilge 
 
Filmed during the summer of 2018, this three-part series documents a 12-week season on the sacred 
site of Lough Derg, Co. Donegal. 
  
Made by DoubleBand Films with support from the Irish Language Broadcast Fund, Oilithreacht 
(Monday 25 March, 10pm, BBC Two Northern Ireland) follows people young and old, as they 
undertake the challenging three-day pilgrimage of fasting, vigil and prayer. 
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The series explores what motivates people to take part in this centuries-old mission to an island which 
dates from the fifth century and where, it is said, Jesus showed St. Patrick a cave that was an 
entrance to purgatory.  
  
For some, it is a way of attempting to deal with a personal issue or strengthen their faith. For others, 
going on the pilgrimage is a long-standing family tradition, or an opportunity to ‘detox’ from the 
modern world.  
  
Oilithreacht captures the physical challenges that the pilgrims grapple with as they maintain a 24-hour 
prayer vigil and go barefoot and without food – with the exception of dry toast – throughout their three 
day stay on the island. 
  
It also reflects on how the pilgrimage to Lough Derg has seen reduced numbers in recent years yet 
still manages to reach out to young people, often those seeking a form of release from the stresses 
and pressures of contemporary living. 
  
As well as pilgrims, the series introduces us to the staff who work on the island and the clerics who 
explain that while the island has traditionally been seen as a place of purgatory and penance, it is also 
very much a place of reconciliation, healing and for some, a new beginning. 
  
Capturing the pilgrims’ joy and sorrow, their camaraderie and the suffering, the series delivers an 
insight into what a pilgrimage still means to people today and the various reasons that compel them to 
visit Lough Derg. 
 
AW 
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WEDNESDAY 27 MARCH           TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 13 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Border Country: When Ireland Was Divided         NEW                                 
BBC One Northern Ireland 
Wednesday 27 March, 10.35pm  

 
The border between the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland has meandered across rural 
Irish farmlands since its creation in 1922.  
 
Throughout this time film crews and journalists have descended upon the border, attempting to 
understand its absurdities and contradictions – and the turmoil it can cause. 
 
At yet another crucial moment in its history, Border Country: When Ireland Was Divided brings almost 
100 years of archival footage together with the stories of people whose lives have been affected by 
the border. 
 
From the moment that the border was put in place, it changed the way people lived. Customs posts 
and smuggling, army control towers and terror attacks eventually became the stuff of everyday life.  
 
Some of the most unconscionable murders of the Troubles took place along the border’s 300-mile 
route. 
 
Despite its long history of political conflict and violence, the border story is not without humour and 
hope.  
 
From the Catholic and Protestant undertakers who shared a hearse to the reconciliation between an 
ex-republican activist and an IRA victim, the story of the border reveals the depth of humanity in the 
region as well as the brutality it experienced. 
 



Border Country: When Ireland Was Divided features new interviews with a range of contributors from 
all walks of life. Paddy is older than the border: at 102 years’ old, he still likes to drive his motorbike 
along the border. Ken grew up 200 yards from the border and because of his British identity, says he 
felt in the minority. 
 
Anne’s uncle was killed on Bloody Sunday, a death that started her on a radical journey. Kathleen’s 
husband was killed after being forced to drive a bomb to an army checkpoint where it was detonated. 
 
These passionate border-dwellers tell their compelling stories alongside smugglers, English settlers, 
British soldiers, comedian Ardal O’Hanlon and journalist Fintan O’Toole. 
 
As the global trend in social division deepens along old national/international lines, Border Country: 
When Ireland Was Divided offers an insight into life on the border through the camera lens and 
through the stories of the people who lived there. 
 
Border Country: When Ireland Was Divided goes out on BBC One Northern Ireland on Wednesday 27 
March, 10.35pm and available on the BBC iPlayer. 

 
CR 
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bbc.co.uk/tv/programmes/a-z/by/a 
 
 
All Programme Information copy may be used free of charge on condition that it credits the relevant 
BBC programme or service. The material contained on the Programme Information pages is 
protected by copyright which is owned by the BBC. Material may not be reproduced or used other 
than in respect to BBC programmes © British Broadcasting Corporation 2013. 
 
Please note that television & radio programmes are subject to change. Schedule additions will be 
submitted in the event of any significant change.  
 
Transcripts of BBC Radio Ulster and Foyle programmes are not available. 
 
Additional copy on a wide range of BBC network programmes is available from the main the BBC 
Media Centre website: bbc.co.uk/mediacentre 
 
Keep up-to-date with all the latest press releases and packs from the BBC via Twitter: 
http://twitter.com/bbcpress 
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