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SATURDAY 24 NOVEMBER  
 
The Blame Game (Banbridge)                 BBC Radio Ulster  
 

 
SUNDAY 25 NOVEMBER  
 
Groundbreakers: Dufferin-Adventures  
in High Latitudes                                     NEW           BBC Two Northern Ireland 
 
 
MONDAY 26 NOVEMBER 
 
Home Seekers                                           NEW           BBC One Northern Ireland 
 
Colin Murphy’s Panic Room                    NEW           BBC One Northern Ireland 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Places of interest – Banbridge (The Blame Game) Kircubbin, Portadown, 
Belfast, Lisburn, Portaferry, Omagh (Home Seekers), Bangor (Groundbreakers) 
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SATURDAY 24 NOVEMBER          TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 48 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Blame Game (Banbridge)       
Saturday 24 November  
BBC Radio Ulster, 10.30am  

 
The Iveagh Movie Studio in Banbridge plays host to The Blame Game this week with local comedian 
Elaine Malcomson as special guest.  
 
Joining Elaine to find out who is to blame for the week’s news in Banbridge and beyond are Neil 
Delamere, Colin Murphy, Tim McGarry and Jake O’Kane.  
 
The Blame Game is on BBC One Northern Ireland, Friday 23 November at 10.40pm and then on 
Saturday 24 November, BBC Radio Ulster at 10.30am. 
 
All tickets to the recording have been allocated. 
 
The Blame Game is a Moondog Production for BBC Northern Ireland. 
 
CC 
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Groundbreakers: Dufferin-Adventures in High Latitudes    NEW                                                 
Sunday 25 November 
BBC Two Northern Ireland, 10pm 
 
Adventurer Leon McCarron dreamed about going to the Arctic since he was a child. Now he has the 
chance to retrace the epic 1856 voyage of one of his great heroes, and international celebrity, Lord 
Dufferin.   
 
In June 1856, The 1st Marquess of Dufferin and Ava, Frederick Hamilton-Temple-Blackwood, left his 
home in Bangor on an incredible 6000 mile journey to the Arctic in a small sailing schooner, the 
Foam. His account became a best-selling book. 
 
More than a century-and-a-half later, in a new BBC Two Northern Ireland film, Leon, a best-selling 
travel writer and film-maker recreates some of Dufferin’s extraordinary journey. In Groundbreakers: 
Dufferin-Adventures in High Latitudes, on Sunday, November 25 at 10pm, Leon, from Articlave in 
County Londonderry, follows the journey as told by Dufferin that took him from Bangor to the high 
Arctic via Scotland, Iceland and Norway. 
 
Without the same freedom of time as the Lord, Leon has to make do with some modern day transport 
but stops off at the key points along the journey. While Dufferin had the 80foot Foam, Leon sets sail 
on board the 45foot Aleiga from Longyearbyen in Svalbard to Dufferin’s most northerly destination, 
English Bay – or Engelsbukta. 
 
In the programme, Leon explores Dufferin’s background and motivation for taking on such a 
hazardous journey. At a young age, Dufferin inherited one of the biggest estates in Ulster after his 
father’s death which brought with it the demands of managing it.  With his Ulster-Scots roots he had a 
passion for Scotland and its epic scenery and we hear how this has shaped the landscape of North 
Down to this day. 
 



During his own voyage, Leon brings Dufferin’s writings to life including his encounters with polar 
bears, the ever present danger of ice and storms at sea and what life was like aboard the Foam. To 
round off his adventure, Leon finally walks in his footsteps at English Bay recreating the scene 
witnessed by his hero more than 160 years earlier. 
 
The 1st Marquess of Dufferin and Ava, Frederick Hamilton-Temple-Blackwood would make it back to 
Clandeboye in late September 1856 and his book helped him become a celebrity. He would go on to 
serve Queen Victoria as an ambassador all over the world including as Viceroy of India. His statue 
stands in the grounds of Belfast City hall. 
 
Groundbreakers: Dufferin-Adventures in High Latitudes is an NPE production for BBC Northern 
Ireland with support from Northern Ireland Screen’s Ulster-Scots Broadcast Fund. 
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Home Seekers                           NEW                                                 
Monday 26 November  
BBC One Northern Ireland, 7.30pm  
 
A new property series for BBC One Northern Ireland begins on Monday 26 November at 7.30pm. 
  
As house prices in Northern Ireland rise, many home seekers are finding it increasingly difficult to get 
onto the property ladder.   
  
Home Seekers, a three-part series for BBC One Northern Ireland follows the trials and tribulations of 
people on a quest to find a place to call home. It hears from those hoping to buy, rent and invest and 
the estate agents competing for the best price for their clients.  
  
Filmed during the summer of 2018, a couple from Brighton who have travelled to Northern Ireland to 
find a new home on the Ards Peninsula are one of the first Home Seekers featured. Will the cottage 
they spotted online live up to their expectations?  Nick Allen who is originally from London is looking 
for a bargain. He’s hoping to find an investment property to renovate for the rental market. And an 
estate agent tasked with getting a buyer for a stunning multi-million pound mansion near Lisburn 
gives the grand tour. 
  
Throughout the series Home Seekers hears from many of the characters involved in the estate agent 
and housing market business in Northern Ireland.  They include the self-confessed flamboyant 
Portadown-based estate agent Owen Matchett, whose flowery suits and marketing stunts help him 
seal the deal as he films his own take on the Hollywood blockbuster film, Mission Impossible.   
  
The programme also looks at the reality of finding a new home here, as first time buyers weigh up 
their options, renters in Belfast struggle to find a home and virtual reality gives home seekers a 
chance to see their future homes. It also looks at the high demand for new-build developments and 
viewers witness the stress involved as a four-house property chain nears completion day. 
  
Home Seekers is made by Waddell Media for BBC Northern Ireland.   
 
CR 
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Colin Murphy’s Panic Room          NEW                                                 
Monday 26 November 
BBC One Northern Ireland, 10.40pm 

 
Harking back to the good old days when we didn’t know we had it so good with the benefit of 
hindsight and the smugness of having survived it all! 



 
Over the course of three programmes, Colin Murphy takes viewers on a trip back in time to realise we 
really had nothing to worry about. 
 
Looking back now to the 60s, 70s and 80s, Colin realises he wasted a lot of time worrying about stuff 
that he really shouldn’t have, not to mention the hundreds of hours misspent by the strategists in 
Government, Military and the Civil Defence, and don’t get him started on those conspiracy theorists! 
 
From a fear of Robots taking over the world; to Cold War paranoia and the “Dad’s Army-esque” 
preparations for attack; and the realisation that the “End of the World” has always been nigh, viewers 
will be transported to an era of daftness when our fears were so much simpler.   
 
Remembering the things that used to give him teenage anxiety, the comedian takes viewers to his 
“Panic Room”, his own purpose-built haven where he can safely revisit those fears, and remind 
himself that all’s well that ends well. 
 
With the smug wisdom of hindsight each episode combines great archive, uncovers hidden 
documents revealing the strategists’ not-so-grand plans and sees Colin meet with some of those for 
whom back then the fears were very real. With his tongue firmly stuck in his cheek he unravels the 
quaint and misplaced fears of his and our past. 
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bbc.co.uk/tv/programmes/a-z/by/a 
 
All Programme Information copy may be used free of charge on condition that it credits the relevant 
BBC programme or service. The material contained on the Programme Information pages is 
protected by copyright which is owned by the BBC. Material may not be reproduced or used other 
than in respect to BBC programmes © British Broadcasting Corporation 2013. 
 
Please note that television & radio programmes are subject to change. Schedule additions will be 
submitted in the event of any significant change.  
 
Transcripts of BBC Radio Ulster and Foyle programmes are not available. 
 
Additional copy on a wide range of BBC network programmes is available from the main the BBC 
Media Centre website: bbc.co.uk/mediacentre 
 
Keep up-to-date with all the latest press releases and packs from the BBC via Twitter: 
http://twitter.com/bbcpress 
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