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THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS  TELEVISION & RADIO / BBC WEEK 35 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SATURDAY 26 AUGUST 
Nina Conti’s Edinburgh Festival 2017  NEW  BBC Two 
Festival Tales: Edinburgh at 70   NEW             BBC Two 
 

MONDAY 28 AUGUST 
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo  NEW             BBC One  
 

TUESDAY 29 AUGUST 

River City  TV HIGHLIGHT                   BBC One Scotland 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Viewers outside Scotland can access BBC One Scotland on Sky 141 (HD) & 951, Freesat 108 (HD) & 960, Virgin Media 108 
(HD) & 862. BBC Two Scotland can be viewed on Sky 142 (HD) & 970, Freesat 970. BBC ALBA is on Sky 143, Freesat 110, 
Virgin Media 188, Freeview 8 (Scotland only). BBC Radio Scotland can be accessed on Sky 0116, Freesat 712, Freeview 719 
(Scotland only). BBC One Scotland, BBC Two Scotland and BBC ALBA are also available on the BBC iPlayer 
bbc.co.uk/iplayer & BBC Radio Scotland on bbc.co.uk/radioscotland 
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SATURDAY 26 AUGUST  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS /BBC WEEK 35 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nina Conti’s Edinburgh Festival 2017  NEW 
Saturday 26 August 
BBC Two, 7.30-8.00pm 
 
British Comedy Award winner Nina Conti presents highlights of this year’s Edinburgh festival.  
Nina has been coming to the festival since she was a child, and as a performer made her name here 
in 2001, voicing her now infamous puppet, Monkey. But when the festival was founded, seventy years 
ago, stand up comedy didn't exist in the way it does today. Nina meets fellow comics who are using 
narrative to push the boundaries of comedy.  She talks to Edinburgh’s own enfant terrible, Irvine 
Welsh, as he brings a brand new show inspired by the real-life gangsters of the 1960s film, 
Performance, to his home town. She meets Mercury- Prize winning troubadour Benjamin 
Clementine for an exclusive interview and performance taken from his eagerly awaited second 
album. Nina visits two art installations examining the legacy of poet Robert Burns and his response to 
slavery; Turner Prize winner Douglas Gordon’s Black Burns, and Graham Fagen’s, The Slave’s 
Lament, culminating in a special performance at the National Portrait Gallery, featuring poet and 
Makar Jackie Kay, singer-songwriter Ghetto Priest, and members of the Scottish Ensemble. The 
programme also features Selina Thompson’s fringe hit Salt.   
 
KB 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Festival Tales: Edinburgh at 70  NEW 
Saturday 26 August 
BBC Two, 9.00 -10.00pm 
 
Presented by Jack Whitehall, this one-hour documentary celebrates seventy years of the greatest arts 
festival in the world. From the idealism of its glorious beginnings in 1947, when the Edinburgh Festival 
was conceived as a ‘bond of reunion in a disintegrated world, part of a healing process in the 
aftermath of the Second World War, to the birth of the Fringe the same year and the creative anarchy 
that it unleashed. Jack Whitehall recalls miraculous encounters between artists, musicians, writers 
and performers that Edinburgh has witnessed over the decades, and reflects on what the Edinburgh 
Festival has done for culture, both nationally and internationally. Featuring interviews with Sir Ian 
McKellen, Shappi Khorsandi, Stephen Fry, Claire Bloom, Michael Palin, Alan Cumming, Alexei Sayle, 
and many more.  
 
KB 
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Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo  NEW 
Monday 28 August 
BBC One Scotland, 6.50-7.50pm 
 
The 2017 Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo features talent from around the world all performing on the 
magnificent location of the Esplanade of Edinburgh Castle. 
In this programme of highlights from the event, narrated by Bill Paterson, musical talent with a “Splash 
of Tartan”, the theme to this year’s show, will be to the fore. Making a big splash will be the 
internationally acclaimed Massed Bands of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines as they take centre stage as 
this year’s ‘home service’ at the Tattoo.  
The Queen’s Colour Squadron and the Band of the Royal Air Force Regiment will celebrate 75 years 
of the Regiment and working with the Royal Navy.  Reflecting the now international flavour of the 
show, and audience, are military musical groups visiting from many countries. Tattoo first timers, the 
Japan Ground Self-Defence Force Band, bring a spectacular display to Edinburgh.  The Indian Naval 
Band bring bangra to the battlements marking the 70

th
 Anniversary of the Independence of India, and, 

celebrating the “Auld Alliance”, the Fanfare Band of the 9
th
 French Marine Infantry Brigade visit from 

Poitiers. 
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The United States Naval Forces Europe Band, based in Naples, join the show, as do the much loved 
Shetland Fiddlers who this year celebrate their distinctive Viking heritage.  The Tattoo Highland 
Dancers provide their usual high standard of massed dancing and also show their versatility by 
seamlessly changing from Highland to Hornpipe and from Ballet to Bollywood as they support the 
international contingents. 
Wonderful music, heritage and spectacle are all packed into this highlights programme, with of course 
the Massed Pipes and Drums and lone piper on the battlements of Edinburgh Castle rounding off a 
unique event. 
  
HM 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Trusadh - Pòsadh ann an Alba / Marriage in Scotland  
Monday, 28th August  
BBC ALBA, 9.00pm – 10.00pm 
 
Marriage previously meant a union only between a man and a woman. An arrangement that has long 
been important from a religious and a historical perspective. Many customs and traditions are 
associated with it, such as blackenings and the wedding cake. 
Since Scottish law changed, it's now possible to have same sex marriages, and humanist marriages, 
so it's a world that is very much changing. Despite that, marriage rates in Scotland are at their lowest 
ever, with more people choosing not to marry, feeling that it's not a way they wish to show their love 
and commitment. 
 
IS 
 
 

TUESDAY 29 AUGUST  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 35 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
River City  TV HIGHLIGHT 
Tuesday 29 August 
BBC One Scotland HD, 8.00 – 9.00pm 
facebook.com/bbcrivercity 
twitter.com/bbcrivercity 
instagram.com/bbcrivercity 
 
This week in Shieldinch…it’s the day of Annie and Alex’s wedding but danger casts a shadow over 
their happily-ever-after; the course of true love stalls for Caitlin and Pete when he makes a shocking 
confession; and while Scarlett plans fun family time, Stevie turns protector.  
Annie is a bride-to-be with worries on her mind as DCI Grant continues to pile on the pressure for 
incriminating evidence against Lenny. Meanwhile, the police warn Lenny there’s a hit out on him and 
his life might be in danger. 
Feeling compromised, Annie considers her options with Lydia urging her to run away before it’s too 
late. While Alex is oblivious to Annie’s angst, Lenny grows suspicious after seeing her with DCI Grant. 
Convinced there’s a traitor in the family, Lenny tests Annie’s loyalties. 
Annie tries to mend her fractured relationship with Lorna. Initially reluctant to forgive and forget, Lorna 
reaches out to Annie offering her their mum’s wedding dress. 
As emotions run high, Annie and Alex’s big day takes a dramatic turn when danger turns up as an 
unwanted wedding guest shattering their happiness. 
Elsewhere, a newly engaged Caitlin can’t wait to get hitched and plans a quickie wedding to Pete. 
However, at their engagement party later that night, Pete has some shocking news for his fiancé 
which puts her wedding plans on hold. 
Scarlett plans a fun family day which they reluctantly agree to. Aware of the threat which looms over 
Lenny and Shieldinch, Stevie uses the opportunity to keep his family safe.  
 
Annie is played by Dawn Steele, Alex by Jordan Young, Caitlin by Gayle Telfer Stevens, Pete by 
Andy Gray, Scarlett by Sally Howitt, Stevie by Iain Robertson, DCI Grant by Therese Bradley, Lydia 
by Jacqueline Leonard and Lorna by Alana Hood.  
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FRIDAY 1 SEPTEMBER  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 35 
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All Programme Information copy may be used free of charge on condition that it credits the relevant 
BBC programme or service. The material contained on the Programme Information pages is protected 
by copyright which is owned by the BBC. Material may not be reproduced or used other than in 
respect to BBC programmes © British Broadcasting Corporation 2017. 
Please note that television & radio programmes are subject to change. Schedule additions will be 
submitted in the event of any significant change.  
Transcripts of BBC Radio Scotland programmes are not available. 


