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SUNDAY 1 OCTOBER 
 

Brave New World: Australia             NEW             BBC Two Northern Ireland 

 
 
MONDAY 2 OCTOBER 
 

The Landlord: Inside the Housing Executive        NEW             BBC One Northern Ireland 

 
Made In Northern Ireland                BBC One Northern Ireland
  
 
 
 

Places of Interest: Carrickfergus, Lurgan, Belfast, Co Tyrone, Tandragee (Made 
in Northern Ireland). Lisburn (The Landlord: Inside the Housing Executive) 
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Brave New World: Australia   NEW 
Sunday 1 October  
BBC Two Northern Ireland, 10pm  
 
In a new three-part series presenter William Crawley travels ‘down under’ to explore the stories of 
men and women from Ulster who left their imprint on the political, economic and cultural life of 
Australia and its remarkable landscape. 
 
William Crawley’s journey to discover the stories of the Ulster-Scots diaspora has taken him to New 
Zealand, America and Canada. Now, travelling from the cosmopolitan cities of Sydney and Melbourne 
to small country towns and bush country where sheep and kangaroos outnumber human inhabitants, 
he will discover how Ulster people have helped shape the history of Australia from the Surgeon 
General of the First Fleet to outlaws, innovators and entrepreneurs. 
 
In Sydney William reveals the colourful background of one of Australia’s founding fathers. William 
Wentworth, the man described as “Australia’s greatest native son” was, in fact, the son of a suspected 
highwayman from Portadown 
 
In 1879 one of Australia’s most wanted outlaws ‘Captain Moonlite’ staged a desperate gun battle near 
the sleepy town of Gundagai. William discovers Captain Moonlite’s real name was Andrew Scott, a 
magistrate’s son from Rathfriland. 

 
In Melbourne William hears about a woman from Belfast who scandalised the establishment and 
became a local celebrity when she opened an all-female motor mechanic and taxi service in 1919. 
 
And while Australia is proud of its country music scene, few Australian’s know that a performer  who 
sang at the closing ceremony of the Sydney Olympics - dubbed the ‘King of Australian Country music’ 
- credited his musical style to his Ulster family. 
 
Brave New World is a DoubleBand production for BBC NI in conjunction with the Ulster-Scots 
Broadcast Fund. 

 
JM 
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The Landlord: Inside the Housing Executive       NEW 
Monday 2 October 
BBC One Northern Ireland,10.40pm 
 
New series The Landlord: Inside the Housing Executive (BBC One Northern Ireland, Monday 2 
October, 10.40pm) is an observational three-part documentary focusing on one of the organisation’s 
busiest offices, its tenants and members of the public searching for a home of their own. 
 
With a £1bn budget and a quarter of a million tenants, the Housing Executive (HE) is Northern 
Ireland’s biggest landlord. In Lisburn alone, there are 2,500 people on the waiting list with up to 20 
new applications each week. 
 



The three programmes highlight the demand for social housing and the struggles of HE staff as they 
work on cases including: trying to find a new home for a disabled applicant, a young mum-of-three 
who has been on the waiting list for 18 months, and a bereaved man worried about the introduction of 
bedroom tax after the death of his grandmother.  
 
There are also the never ending maintenance issues, rent arrears, noise problems, the upgrading of 
kitchens and bathrooms, and the everyday problems that arise from hundreds of people living 
together on a single estate. 
 
We see the importance HE staff place on forming relationships with community representatives, long-
term tenants and those who come into their offices seeking help.   
 
The series also looks at how the organisation is sometimes perceived by its tenants and those on its 
waiting list. 
 
A young single mum, who is sofa-surfing because of a mice infestation at her temporary 
accommodation, says she has lost faith in the system after six years on the waiting list. And the 
absence of a sense of community arouses strong feelings among those living in blocks of flats.  
 
However, a tenant with three cats is delighted with her new kitchen and the way the HE carried out 
the work without disrupting her pets. And a young woman, who is in rent arrears, is grateful to a 
member of the Housing Team who helps her sort out her finances. 
 
“The people who live in social housing in Northern Ireland are often forgotten and invisible,” said 
series producer Stephen Douds. 
 
“News concentrates on mortgage rates and the rising cost of private rent. But there is a third sector of 
people who rent from the Housing Executive and are often long term residents.    
 
“Making this series has been a chance to bring the stories of their lives and the experience of their 
wider communities to a BBC Northern Ireland audience.” 
 
Producer Ryan Ralph was drawn to the sense of duty and responsibility that the Housing Executive 
team in Lisburn have for the people living in their properties.  
 
He said: “Almost every day, I saw HE staff go well beyond their job description to help tenants and 
those waiting for a permanent home.  
 
“I also got to know the tenants, people really proud to call themselves Housing Executive tenants as 
well as those clamouring for better living conditions.    
 
“I hope this series offers a better understanding of the people living in social housing who sometimes 
get overlooked by wider society, and of the role played by their 'landlord' in  supporting them along the 
way.” 
 
AW 
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Made In Northern Ireland 
Monday 2 October 
BBC One Northern Ireland, 7.30pm 

 
Made In Northern Ireland returns to BBC One Northern Ireland with fresh new entrepreneurs who 
have turned their ideas into reality. 
 



In this series presenters Stephen Nolan and Sarah Travers travel the length and breadth of Northern 
Ireland to meet the inventors who have designed their products from the comfort of their own homes, 
sheds, garages and workshops in the hope of turning them into a successful business. The products 
are then presented to four members of the public – the ‘people’s panel’. But will their designs get the 
thumbs up?   
 
In the first programme, to be broadcast on Monday 2 October on BBC One NI at 7.30pm, Stephen 
travels to Carrickfergus to meet the man behind an innovative lifesaving inflatable device designed to 
be used at sea. He also tests a new shamrock-infused soft drink made in Lurgan while Sarah speaks 
to a group of entrepreneurial mothers who have designed original new devices and business 
ideas.  One product has even been endorsed by a Hollywood star. 
 
Each week the programme features a young inventor from across Northern Ireland and advice from 
some of our well established home-grown entrepreneurs who are leading the way in local business. 
There’s even advice if you have an idea yourself. 
 
Made in Northern Ireland begins on BBC One Northern Ireland on Monday 2 October at 7.30pm. 
 
CR 
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bbc.co.uk/tv/programmes/a-z/by/a 
 
All Programme Information copy may be used free of charge on condition that it credits the relevant 
BBC programme or service. The material contained on the Programme Information pages is 
protected by copyright which is owned by the BBC. Material may not be reproduced or used other 
than in respect to BBC programmes © British Broadcasting Corporation 2013. 
 

Please note that television & radio programmes are subject to change. Schedule additions will be 
submitted in the event of any significant change.  
 
Transcripts of BBC Radio Ulster and Foyle programmes are not available. 
 
Additional copy on a wide range of BBC network programmes is available from the main the BBC 
Media Centre website: bbc.co.uk/mediacentre 
 
Keep up-to-date with all the latest press releases and packs from the BBC via Twitter: 
http://twitter.com/bbcpress 
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