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Peacemakers: The Peace People                                                                  
BBC One Northern Ireland 
Monday 18 September, 10.40pm 
 

Peacemakers: The Peace People, BBC One Northern Ireland, Monday 18 September, 10.40pm, tells 
the story of the protest movement that began in 1976 against the on-going violence in Northern 
Ireland.  
 
Summer that year had been especially tense – all-party talks had failed again, and the fifth 
anniversary of internment was approaching.   
 
On the afternoon of 10 August, following a long night of rioting, an army foot patrol opened fire on a 
car they believed was a getaway vehicle. Inside were two IRA men. 
 
The driver, Danny Lennon was killed instantly. As his car went out of control he smashed into Anne 
Maguire and her three children.  
 
Anne's six-week-old son Andrew, who was in his pram, died instantly along with his eight-year-old 
sister Joanne. 
 
Their two-year-old brother John died of his injuries the following day, while Anne who suffered severe 
injuries and mental trauma, later took her own life. 
 
The tragedy prompted the children’s aunt Mairead Maguire (now Corrigan) and her friend Betty 
Williams to lead marches featuring people from both communities demanding an end to the violence. 
 
In the weeks and months that followed they organised groups, opened an office and led marches 
which drew thousands of people onto the streets. 
 
As the Peace People grew, Mairead and Betty were joined at the head of the organisation by former 
journalist, Ciaran McKeown. 
 
In 1976, Betty and Mairead were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
In December 1976, at a rally in Trafalgar Square in London, Joan Baez sang, We Shall 
Overcome, and identified herself with the two Belfast women.  
 
Using archive from the period and first-person story-telling from principal players, the programme 
follows the story of the early hopes and aims of this movement which encouraged ordinary people to 
take to the streets and protest for peace.  
 
It also reconsiders the clash of personalities between Williams, Corrigan and McKeown.   
 
More than 40 years on from the deaths of the Maguire children, Peacemakers: The Peace People 
tells a new and more nuanced story of the organisation and gives a fresh assessment of its 
achievement and legacy.  
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All Programme Information copy may be used free of charge on condition that it credits the relevant 
BBC programme or service. The material contained on the Programme Information pages is 
protected by copyright which is owned by the BBC. Material may not be reproduced or used other 
than in respect to BBC programmes © British Broadcasting Corporation 2013. 
 
Please note that television & radio programmes are subject to change. Schedule additions will be 
submitted in the event of any significant change.  
 
Transcripts of BBC Radio Ulster and Foyle programmes are not available. 
 
Additional copy on a wide range of BBC network programmes is available from the main the BBC 
Media Centre website: bbc.co.uk/mediacentre 
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