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SATURDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 

 
Gardeners’ Corner                                                                            BBC Radio Ulster   
 
The John Toal Show                                                                         BBC Radio Ulster  
 
Proms in the Park 2017                                                                    BBC Radio Ulster  
 
 
SUNDAY 10 SEPTEMBER 
 
Jazz Club Featuring Van Morrison  
In Conversation with Walter Love                                                           BBC Radio Ulster 
 
  
MONDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 
 

Peacemakers: Wave Goodbye to Dinosaurs        NEW             BBC One Northern Ireland 
 
 
 
 

Places of Interest: Gardeners’ Corner; The John Toal Show and Proms in the 
Park 2017 (County Fermanagh); Jazz Club Featuring Van Morrison In 
Conversation With Walter Love (east Belfast)  
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Gardeners’ Corner  
Saturday 9 September  
BBC Radio Ulster, 9am  
bbc.co.uk/radioulster 
 
On this week’s Gardeners’ Corner, David Maxwell and Reg Maxwell will be visiting an award-winning 
garden in County Fermanagh.   
 
The five-acre garden of mixed planting has this year won the All Ireland Bog Oak Trophy. The garden 
visit coincides with BBC Proms in the Park later in the evening from the grounds of Castle Coole on 
the outskirts of Enniskillen. 
 
Gardeners’ Corner is on Saturday 9 September on BBC Radio Ulster at 9am. 

 
CC 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

The John Toal Show Live from Irvinestown 
Saturday 9 September  
BBC Radio Ulster, 11am 
bbc.co.uk/radioulster 
 
Ahead of this year’s BBC Proms in the Park in the grounds of Castle Coole, The John Toal Show will 
be live from Jane’s railway station house in Irvinestown on Saturday 9 September from 11-12pm, with 
plenty of local guests, a few surprises and chef, Paula McIntyre will be cooking up some tasty 
weekend treats. 
 
CC 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Proms in the Park 2017  
Saturday 9 September  
Live from 7.30pm  
bbc.co.uk/radioulster 
Listen again on the BBC Radio iPlayer via bbc.co.uk/radio  
 
Proms in the Park 2017 in Northern Ireland will be live on BBC Radio Ulster on Saturday 9 September 
from 7.30pm.  
 
Presented by John Toal, the radio programme will broadcast the main BBC Proms in the Park in 
Northern Ireland event live from the grounds of the National Trust property at Castle Coole.  
 
The concert is BBC Northern Ireland’s biggest outside broadcast event of the year. It offers both 
home-grown and international talent performing alongside the Ulster Orchestra under the baton of 
David Brophy.  BBC Proms in the Park in Northern Ireland is now in its 16th year and is supported by 
Tourism Northern Ireland and Fermanagh and Omagh District Council.  
 
Proms in the Park 2017 will be hosted by Noel Thompson and Claire McCollum. Extracts from the 
Enniskillen concert will be shown across the UK on BBC One and BBC Two on the night.  
 
CC 
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Jazz Club Featuring Van Morrison in Conversation With Walter Love 
Sunday 10 September & Sunday 17 September  
BBC Radio Ulster, 9pm 

bbc.co.uk/radioulster  
Listen again to the programmes via the BBC Radio iPlayer, bbc.co.uk/radio  
  
In a special two-part interview for BBC Radio Ulster’s Jazz Club, beginning on Sunday 10 September 
at 9pm, Walter Love meets with Van Morrison to talk about discovering jazz and the blues in his home 
in east Belfast.  
  
Van Morrison shares some of his earliest musical memories, discussing the artists who have 
influenced him and the important part they play in his story. The first programme includes part of an 
audio recording of Van’s mother, Violet, singing ‘Basin Street Blues’. 
  
In the second programme Van talks about some seminal performances from his many recordings 
spanning almost five decades and the inspiration behind them. 
  
Walter Love explains how the programmes came to be recorded: “Last year I was having lunch with 
Van Morrison and we spent some time talking about jazz and the blues. I have been a dedicated 
follower of jazz since my early years – a long time ago. However the world of blues is one which is 
less familiar to me. And yet there are many connections between the two, so that in our conversation, 
Van was able to show me where many of those links apply. 
  
“As we talked I realised it would be interesting to invite him to be a guest on Jazz Club. My normal 
approach to guests on the programme is to explore the careers involved. However I knew for Van this 
was an area which had been covered in the past. It seemed to both of us that the programmes should 
concentrate on the music. We spent some time selecting what seemed appropriate, beginning with 
some of the artists who were an initial influence – blues practitioners like Leadbelly and Sonny Terry. 
And also some of those he learned about through his father’s significant record collection. 
  
“Van’s mother too was a jazz enthusiast, and he provided a wonderful recording she made singing 
Basin Street Blues. All of these feature in the first of two programmes. In the second programme the 
emphasis is on many of Van’s own recordings, Celtic Excavation, Astral Weeks, along with a track 
from his latest blues album to be released in September.”  
  
Walter concludes: “For me, this exploration of his music is highly revealing. He is very much his own 
man, and as Belfast’s greatest ambassador for the blues and jazz, Van deserves the 
acknowledgements he has received and which he stills receives from countless enthusiasts 
worldwide.” 

  
Jazz Club featuring Van Morrison in conversation with Walter Love is on BBC Radio Ulster, Sunday 

10 September at 9pm. 
  
CC 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Peacemakers: Wave Goodbye to Dinosaurs          NEW             
Monday 11 September  
BBC One Northern Ireland, 10.40pm 
 
The extraordinary story of political party, the Northern Ireland Woman’s Coalition (NIWC), is told 
in Peacemakers: Wave Goodbye to Dinosaurs, the first of three programmes highlighting some of the 
people who worked to facilitate political change in Northern Ireland and bring an end to the Troubles. 
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NIWC was founded in response to an unsuccessful lobbying campaign by women’s organisations, to 
require parties to submit gender-balanced candidate lists in the Northern Ireland Forum elections. 
  
Despite women creating and heading up hundreds of organisations committed to ending violence, 
addressing economic depression and social unrest, in 1996 women were virtually absent from 
Northern Ireland political life and many felt ‘homeless’ when it came to aligning with any particular 
political party. 
  
Determined to help bring an end to the Troubles and angered at female underrepresentation, a letter 
was sent to numerous women’s groups and individuals across Northern Ireland, inviting them to 
attend a meeting on April 17, 1996, to discuss the impending Forum elections. 
  
The response was overwhelming and the realisation that there would be no women at the top table in 
the talks unless women themselves did something about it, resulted in the formation of the Northern 
Ireland Women’s Coalition. 
  
Membership comprised of women from the nationalist and unionist communities and from both 
republican and loyalist traditions. 
  
In May 1996, within six weeks of the party’s formation, NIWC fielded 70 candidates in the Forum 
elections, under the campaign slogan, Wave Goodbye Dinosaurs.  
  
Party leaders Monica McWilliams (a university lecturer from the Catholic community) and Pearl Sagar 
(a social worker from the Protestant community) each won a seat at the historic peace talks, which 
culminated in the 1998 Good Friday Agreement. 
  
Featuring interviews with NIWC leaders and members and archive footage, Peacemakers: Wave 
Goodbye to Dinosaurs recalls the male-dominated political atmosphere of the mid-1990s, the 
determination of NIWC to champion women’s rights and interests, and the tense journey to peace. 
  
The impact the Women’s Coalition has had on the Northern Ireland political landscape, past and 
present, is discussed and analysed by relevant figures including former US Senator George Mitchell 
and Irish government representative at the talks, Liz O’Donnell. 
 
“BBC Northern Ireland’s Peacemakers trilogy of programmes takes a look at some of the remarkable 
people - some not well known - who adopted very different approaches to the problems facing 
Northern Ireland during the Troubles,” said Susan Lovell, BBC Northern Ireland Head of Television 
Commissioning. 
 
“These programmes are a welcome and illuminating addition to the wide range of stories highlighted 
by BBC Northern Ireland about the Troubles and bring new perspectives about old problems to our 
audiences in Northern Ireland. 
 
“As time passes, we are able to gain insight and understanding about events in ways that were 
impossible at the time.” 
 
She added: “Peacemakers: Wave Goodbye to Dinosaurs, is the remarkable story of how, within six 
weeks of its formation, a cross-community, political party competed in an election and secured two 
seats at the top table of the Northern Ireland peace talks.” 
 
AW 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

bbc.co.uk/tv/programmes/a-z/by/a 
 
All Programme Information copy may be used free of charge on condition that it credits the relevant 
BBC programme or service. The material contained on the Programme Information pages is 
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protected by copyright which is owned by the BBC. Material may not be reproduced or used other 
than in respect to BBC programmes © British Broadcasting Corporation 2013. 
 
Please note that television & radio programmes are subject to change. Schedule additions will be 
submitted in the event of any significant change.  
 
Transcripts of BBC Radio Ulster and Foyle programmes are not available. 
 
Additional copy on a wide range of BBC network programmes is available from the main the BBC 
Media Centre website: bbc.co.uk/mediacentre 
 
Keep up-to-date with all the latest press releases and packs from the BBC via Twitter: 
http://twitter.com/bbcpress 
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