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THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS  TELEVISION & RADIO / BBC WEEK 13 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MONDAY 28 MARCH  
Scotland’s Home Movies LAST IN THE SERIES BBC One Scotland 
The Best of the Quay Sessions  NEW             BBC Two Scotland 
This Farming Life      BBC Two 
 

TUESDAY 29 MARCH 

This Farming Life      BBC Two 
Vets: Gach Creutair Beo   LAST IN THE SERIES BBC Alba 
 
WEDNESDAY 30 MARCH 

This Farming Life LAST IN THE SERIES  BBC Two 
 
THURSDAY 31 MARCH 

The Beechgrove Garden  NEW                   BBC Two Scotland 
 
FRIDAY 1 APRIL 

Two Doors Down  NEW                    BBC Two 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Viewers outside Scotland can access BBC One Scotland on Sky 141 (HD) & 951, Freesat 108 (HD) & 960, Virgin Media 108 
(HD) & 862. BBC Two Scotland can be viewed on Sky 142 (HD) & 970, Freesat 970. BBC ALBA is on Sky 143, Freesat 110, 
Virgin Media 188, Freeview 8 (Scotland only). BBC Radio Scotland can be accessed on Sky 0116, Freesat 712, Freeview 719 
(Scotland only). BBC One Scotland, BBC Two Scotland and BBC ALBA are also available on the BBC iPlayer 
bbc.co.uk/iplayer & BBC Radio Scotland on bbc.co.uk/radioscotland 

 
  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/search/?tag=Scotland
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/categories/scotland/highlights
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland
https://www.facebook.com/BBCScotland
https://twitter.com/BBCScotland
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radioscotland


MONDAY 28 MARCH  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS /BBC WEEK 13 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Scotland’s Home Movies, Ep 4/4  LAST IN THE SERIES 
Monday 28 March 
BBC One Scotland, 7.30-8.00pm  
 
Narrated by Richard Madden, this series on home movie-making in Scotland reaches its final episode 
– Lights, Camera, Action!  
For some people making these films became more than a hobby. This final episode of the series 
uncovers another kind of home movie making and meets some of the unsung heroes of Scottish 
cinema who took home movie making to a whole new level; pushing the boundaries of what was 
achievable with little more than a camera, a roll of film and a vivid imagination. 
This rollcall of innovative amateur movie-makers includes Edinburgh-based Ian Rintoul, who 
converted his attic into a studio and garage into a mini studio. 
One of his projects was an epic reconstruction of the battle of Pearl Harbour; a feat Hollywood were 
later to attempt with a budget of millions of dollars and a cast including Ben Affleck. Ian’s version, 29 
Seconds to Zero, had special effects shot in his back garden. Says Ian, who is now in his eighties: “I 
had started as a boy as an apprentice projectionist. Film has this magical quality, and I think the film 
thing got into me.” 
Other film treasures include the work of Frank Marshall, of Glasgow, who created mini masterieces 
using his family as actors and Enrico Cocozza, who documented local life with his own “kitchen sink 
dramas” set in his home town of Wishaw in the fifties. 
But as well as creating dramas, some amateur film-makers tackled the serious issues of the day. In 
1981, Alison Coleman, a pharmacist from Lanarkshire, made a film about the arrival of Vietnamese 
boat refugees locally and the wider media storm of the arrival of 10,000 ‘boat people’ across the UK. 
Director and producer of Scotland’s Home Movies Matt Pinder says: “As a professional film-maker, it 
was amazing to uncover these amateur films and find ordinary people tackling such big projects and 
subjects. The results are quite astonishing.”   
 
HM 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This Farming Life, Ep10/12  
Monday 28 March 
BBC Two, 7.00-8.00pm 

 
The 12-part documentary series following a year in the lives of five Scottish farming families comes to 
a close this week. 
In Argyll, Sybil MacPherson is preparing for husband George’s 50

th
 birthday but the family are also 

working flat-out looking after a cow that’s too weak to stand after a Caesarean. To build up its 
muscles, Sybil and George have to physically lift the cow  to her feet twice a day using a sling and a 
forklift truck. 
In Luss, near Loch Lomond, Bobby and Anne Lennox hold an open day to educate the public about 
farming and in Ross-shire there’s an emergency call-out for the vet when one of John Scott’s heifers 
gets into difficulty calving. 
 
LD 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Best of the Quay Sessions  NEW 
Monday, 28 March 
BBC Two Scotland, 10.30-11.00pm 
 
Edith Bowman presents The Best of The Quay Sessions with performance highlights captured on The 
Quay Stage by the River Clyde. 
Among the performers featured in this televisual highlight from Radio Scotland’s acclaimed live music 
show are Newton Faulkner, Jesse Malin, Ibeyi and Lanterns On The Lake. 



Recorded as part of this year’s Quay Sessions in the Celtic Connections festival, there will also be 
songs from Turin Brakes, Idlewild and Frazey Ford. 
 
HM  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bailtean Fraoich, Ep 3/6 
Monday 28 March  
BBC ALBA, 8.30 – 9.00pm  
 
In Bailtean Fraoich, Islay-born Heather Dewar visits some of Scotland's most picturesque and remote 
coastal communities.  
In this programme she explores the Bays of Harris. Heather meets crofter and seaman Bannatyne 
MacLeod who tells her about the challenges of working the rocky terrain of this district on the east 
side of the island.  
With Donald MacDonald, she visits the beautiful village of Manish. Donald has fond memories of 
growing up there but explains to Heather why, in 1937, his family, along with many others, took the 
decision to move to the more fertile west side of the island. Hamish Taylor once operated sea tours 
along the east coast of the island.  
He comes out of retirement to take Heather to one of his favourite spots - Geodha an Sgadain - where 
there's a spectacular and dramatic sea cave. 
 
GM/LG 
 
 

TUESDAY 29 MARCH   TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 13 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
River City 
Tuesday 29 March 
BBC One Scotland HD, 8.00 – 9.00pm 
facebook.com/bbcrivercity 
twitter.com/bbcrivercity 
instagram.com/bbcrivercity 
 
This week in Shieldinch…Caitlin and Jenny reach a crossroads in their lives when Drew’s hidden 
troubles surface; Eileen and Liz receive worrying news about Malcolm’s health which leads to an 
unexpected arrival; and Angus’s latest money-making scheme proves exhausting. 
Jenny’s future looks bright when she receives her much-anticipated offers for university. However, 
while her dad, Gary, is over-the-moon for his daughter, Caitlin and Drew are less enthusiastic, fearing 
Jenny’s good news means she’ll abandon them. 
Worried about impending change, Drew turns to self-harming and is caught in the act by a horrified 
Caitlin. When Jenny discovers her brother’s hidden torment she vows to stay with him and turn her 
back on university – family comes first. 
However, with Drew’s secret revealed, Caitlin finally realises she holds the key to tackling some of 
Drew’s demons and decides to reveal the identity of his father.  

When Malcolm is hospitalised with pneumonia, Liz and Eileen are forced to face up to his mortality. 

Gina returns to be with her family but is quickly at loggerheads with her sister, Eileen.  
As Malcolm’s health deteriorates and the diagnosis isn’t good, the women unite in grief, realising the 
right thing to do is to let Malcolm go peacefully.  
Elsewhere, Angus tries to make money from his body by taking part in a sleep deprivation study, 
Stella returns to Shieldinch with baby Hope and Lenny stages an intervention to help Kelly-Marie 
tackle her grief.  
 
Caitlin is played by Gayle Telfer Stevens, Jenny by Christine Steel, Drew by Benjamin Nugent, Eileen 
by Deirdre Davis, Liz by Eileen McCallum, Angus by Scott Fletcher, Gary by James MacKenzie, Gina 
by Libby McArthur, Stella by Keira Lucchesi, Lenny by Frank Gallagher and Kelly-Marie by Carmen 
Pieraccini.  
 



JW 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This Farming Life, Ep11/12  
Tuesday 29 March 
BBC Two, 7.00-8.00pm 

 
The big day has finally arrived for Martin Irvine and Mel Kelly as they make final preparations for their 
wedding. But before the couple exchange vows, first there’s the ‘blackening’ - an old Scottish ritual 
where they’re covered in flour, feathers and treacle by friends and family. 
After the honeymoon, it’s straight back to business as they prepare – along with the other farmers – 
for the Royal Highland Show in Edinburgh. 
Bobby Lennox enters a Bake Off at the show, Sandy and Ali Granville try to sell their mutton, John 
Scott puts all his faith into his prize bull, and Martin gets a surprise result when he enters a young 
novice bull into the competitions. 
LD 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Vets: Gach Creutair Beo, Ep10/10  LAST IN THE SERIES 
Tuesday 29 March  
BBC ALBA, 8.30 – 9.00pm  
 
This series takes viewers on a journey across Scotland following vets as they tend to animals from 
small to large to very wild. Stories of joy and stories of sadness meeting all creatures, great and small.  
In this programme, the students at Dick Vet School do consultations under the watchful eye of vet 
David Perpinan. Today they have two ducks and a tortoise to examine, but David never knows what's 
ahead. A bird's nest with three chicks inside has fallen from the roof of the building, and an injured 
baby deer is brought in. In Caithness, vet Iain Maclean spends the day visiting farms and treats two 
cows that are in difficulty. And, at Vets Now out-of-hours service near Aberdeen, vet David Mackenzie 
performs a series of blood tests on a poorly cat to try to find out what is wrong. 
 
GM/LG 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 30 MARCH  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS /BBC WEEK 13 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
This Farming Life, Ep12/12  LAST IN THE SERIES 
Wednesday 30 March 
BBC Two, 7.00-8.00pm 

 
The final episode of the series features reflections from the farmers on what the very different 
seasons of the past year have meant for them.  
In autumn we revisit sea shepherding with Sandy Granville on the Isle of Lewis, and in the bitterly-
cold winter, there are violent storms that wreak havoc on the islands. 
In Spring, Mel Irvine has to fight to save the life of a very poorly lamb and in summer Sybil and 
George MacPherson welcome home their cattle from their winter sheds on another farm. 
 
LD 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Scotland: The Promised Land, Ep 2/3  
Wednesday 30 March 
BBC Two Scotland, 9.00 – 10.00pm 
  



This documentary series examines how Scotland was shaped politically and culturally in the aftermath 
of World War One and is a cornerstone of BBC Scotland’s programming this year to commemorate 
the conflict. 
Each of the three hour-long programmes sheds light on many of the pivotal events that took place in 
the first ten years of the peace. 
The second episode, Highland Heroes, will look at the contentious issue of land and emigration. The 
Highlands and Islands gave proportionately more men to the war effort than any other part of Great 
Britain. 
But as they fought the world they left behind was collapsing into debt and despair. The Great Victorian 
Estates were going bankrupt and crofters were starved of land. Many veterans and their families in 
the Highlands and Islands had believed they would be given land on their return from the War. But 
when these plans didn’t materialise emigration to Canada and elsewhere reached new levels. The 
1920s was the peak period for Scottish outward migration and 1923 saw the most departures with 
85,000 Scots leaving their homeland. 
The documentary hears the testimonies from migrants and their ancestors who felt the picture of 
prosperity painted by emigration agents, including a Catholic priest, did not match the reality they 
found on arrival in Canada.   
It also examines a remarkable plan to transform Lewis into a bustling industrial centre. Baron 
Leverhulme, the hugely successful businessman behind the then famous Sunlight Soap brand, was 
convinced that the crofts and estates were in the past and that industry could thrive in their place. 
Having bought the Lewis Estate for a knockdown price he launched a campaign to make his vision a 
reality, but local crofters, who still cherished the tradition of living off the land, did not share the 
capitalist’s enthusiasm for this brave new world.  
The concluding episode of the series follows a cultural revolution, as emerging writers and artists 
including poet Hugh MacDiarmid and sculptor William Lamb, who both served in the war, campaigned 
to revive Scotland’s voice and culture. 

 
JG 

 

THURSDAY 31 MARCH  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 13 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Beechgrove Garden  NEW 
Thursday 31 March 
BBC Two Scotland, 7.30-8.00m 
 
Jim McColl, Carole Baxter, George Anderson and Chris Beardshaw are back with Beechgrove to 
dispense horticultural advice. 
Extreme weather across the country has meant that Scotland has had the wettest winter on record in 
sharp comparison to the rest of the UK has had the mildest winter on record.  Jim and the team wade 
in to find out how that affects growing conditions.  
Carole Baxter, who this year marks 30 years on screen with the series, will have a new strand Garden 
on a Budget, which will showcase the very best tips on how to have a pretty and productive garden on 
a tight budget. 
While this year, Jim McColl will have a new strand How to Grow a Gardener, looking at opportunities 
for young people to develop practical gardening skills as a viable career option, with visits to the 
Breadalbane Academy in Aberfeldy, Dumfries House near Cumnock and Douneside at Tarland. 
After the success of last year’s Roadshows in Bute and Aboyne, there will be three Roadshows in 
2016 in Nairn, Strathkinnes – near St Andrews - and Gairloch. 
2016 also sees the 1,000

th
 edition of Beechgrove, which is made by Tern TV, and 20 years in its 

present garden, where alpine specialist Brian Cunningham, Head Gardener of Scone Palace, will be 
rejuvenating the alpine section. 
The opening edition of the programme will see Chris beginning work on Beechgrove’s own ‘exotic 
garden’. This is a garden that will be lush and luxuriant and filled with plants, which provide that look 
but are hardy in Scotland.   
 
HM  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Highland Midwives: Mnathan Gluine, Ep4/6 
Thursday 31 March  
BBC ALBA, 10.00 – 10.30pm 
 
Rowan is six days past her due date and she and her partner Robert have caught the ferry to Oban 
from their home on Kerrera for a check-up. They’re hoping midwife Anna's 'stretch and sweep' 
procedure will get Rowan's labour started. 
Mum-to-be Clair is travelling from Lochboisdale to Stornoway to have her third baby at the maternity 
unit, but it's hard to leave her oldest child at home with his grandparents. 
And baby Casey from Skye is born with a cleft palate, but his parents Claire and James are hoping 
that an operation will make a difference. 
 
GM/LG 
 
 

FRIDAY 1 APRIL   TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 13 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Two Doors Down, Ep 1/6  NEW 
Friday 1

 
April 

BBC Two, 10.00-10.30pm 
  
Scottish comedy, Two Doors Down, returns to Latimer Crescent for a hilarious new six-part series 
revisiting Eric and Beth Laird, their family and neighbours. 
In the first episode, Eric leaves the freezer door open leading to a huge puddle of chilly recrimination 
for everyone. 
Faced with chucking out a freezer full of defrosted food, Beth decides there’s only one thing for it – 
cook everything and invite Cathy, Colin, Christine, Sophie, Ian and Jaz over to eat the lot.  Everything 
goes well until Cathy urges Colin to pop home and get something out of their double-door extra-large 
freezer to replace the defrosted food – a whole Scottish salmon. Pity it won’t fit into Beth’s run-of-the-
mill freezer. As the food fiasco continues, temperatures begin to rise in Beth’s kitchen and it’s only a 
matter of time before this neighbourly get together leaves a bad taste in everyone’s mouth. 
Written by Gregor Sharp and Simon Carlyle, Two Doors Down explores the best and worst of family 
life and was filmed in locations around Glasgow and at BBC Scotland’s Dumbarton studios. 
 
Eric is played by Alex Norton, Beth by Arabella Weir, Cathy by Doon Mackichan, Colin by Jonathan 
Watson, Christine by Elaine C Smith, Sophie by Sharon Rooney, Ian by Jamie Quinn and Jaz by 
Harki Bhambra.  
  
JW 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

All Programme Information copy may be used free of charge on condition that it credits the relevant 
BBC programme or service. The material contained on the Programme Information pages is protected 
by copyright which is owned by the BBC. Material may not be reproduced or used other than in 
respect to BBC programmes © British Broadcasting Corporation 2016. 
Please note that television & radio programmes are subject to change. Schedule additions will be 
submitted in the event of any significant change.  
Transcripts of BBC Radio Scotland programmes are not available. 


