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THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS  TELEVISION & RADIO / BBC WEEK 5 
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SUNDAY 31 JANUARY  
Sportscene: Scottish League Cup  
Semi-Final  NEW      BBC One Scotland 
BBC Radio Scotland Young Traditional  
Musician Of The Year 2016   NEW             BBC Radio Scotland 
 

THURSDAY 4 FEBRUARY 

Balaich Iasgach Alasga/Alaska Fish Wars  NEW BBC ALBA 
 
FRIDAY 5 FEBRUARY 

Shetland, Ep 3/6  TV HIGHLIGHT   BBC One 
A Landward Special –  
The Great Scottish Flood  NEW    BBC One Scotland                  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Viewers outside Scotland can access BBC One Scotland on Sky 141 (HD) & 951, Freesat 108 (HD) & 960, Virgin Media 108 
(HD) & 862. BBC Two Scotland can be viewed on Sky 142 (HD) & 970, Freesat 970. BBC ALBA is on Sky 143, Freesat 110, 
Virgin Media 188, Freeview 8 (Scotland only). BBC Radio Scotland can be accessed on Sky 0116, Freesat 712, Freeview 719 
(Scotland only). BBC One Scotland, BBC Two Scotland and BBC ALBA are also available on the BBC iPlayer 
bbc.co.uk/iplayer & BBC Radio Scotland on bbc.co.uk/radioscotland 
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SUNDAY 31 JANUARY  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS /BBC WEEK 5 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Sportscene: Scottish League Cup Semi-Final  NEW 
Sunday 31 January  
BBC One Scotland, 2.40 – 6.30 pm 
 

The Sportscene cameras are at the National Stadium for this all-Premiership 
between Ross County and Celtic with a place in the Scottish League Cup Final at 
stake. Holders Celtic overcame Hearts to reach the last four this time. Meanwhile, 
County beat Highland rivals Inverness Caledonian Thistle in their quarter-final.  
The programme, which is introduced by Rob Maclean and has analysis from studio 
guests Pat Nevin and Michael Stewart, also includes highlights of the semi-final 
between Hibernian and St Johnstone at Tynecastle. 
Liam McLeod and Craig Paterson are in the commentary box. 
 
JG 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
BBC Radio Scotland Young Traditional Musician of the Year 2016  NEW 
Sunday 31 January 
BBC Radio Scotland, 5.00-8.00pm 
 
Presenter Bruce MacGregor introduces six of Scotland's finest young musicians as they compete for 
the title of BBC Radio Scotland Young Traditional Musician of the Year 2016 at the City Halls in 
Glasgow. 
The six finalists in the event, part of the Celtic Connections festival, are:  
  
Hannah MacRae (Lochaber) – fiddle: 
Originally of Fort William, Hannah now lives in Glasgow while she studies for her BMus Scottish Music 
degree at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. She began playing fiddle when she was still at primary 
school and by the time she was 14 she won her first major title at the junior solo International fiddle 
competition in Carlow, Ireland. Hannah is a strong believer in keeping up tradition – in particular the 
culture of traditional music and Gaelic – and has been teaching fiddle for the past year. 
 
Mohsen Amini (Glasgow) – concertina: 
Mohsen, of Glasgow, began playing concertina at 10. Heavily influenced by both Irish and Scottish 
music, he is a member of various bands and with one - Talisk - won a BBC Radio 2 Young Folk 
Award in 2015, followed up with a live session on Mark Radcliffe’s BBC Radio 2 Folk Show.  For his 
15-minute performance at this year's Young Trad final he's looking forward to gaining experience in 
musical arrangement for his backline as well as showcasing his own talent. Later this year Mohsen's 
first albums with Talisk and another band ÍMAR will be released. 
 
Jessica Burton (Orkney) – clarsach:  
Wanting to stand out from all the fiddle players on Orkney, a young Jessica began playing clarsach at 
11 and joined school fiddle group Hadhirgaan, led by Douglas Montgomery.  She graduated with a 
degree in Scottish music from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland in 2012 and her performances 
have taken her across the country as well as across the pond to Canada, playing for the likes of 
Prince Charles and Prime Minister David Cameron. Now holding teaching posts at both the Glasgow 
Academy and the Junior Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, Jessica has released an EP, Mira, with 
harpist Sarah MacNeil and has a collection of new tunes from Orcadian composers out later this year. 
 
Murray Willis (Lismore) – accordion:  
Originally from the Isle of Lismore, Argyll, a young Murray found playing his accordion the perfect 
reminder of home to help him get over homesickness as he boarded in Oban while at high school. As 
a teenager, he and friend Robbie Greig - a fellow finalist – played at London's Royal Albert Hall with 



their band Room 5 and last year Murray performed with a ceilidh band during a charity trip to Iraq to 
raise funds for an orphanage in the troubled country. A Gaelic speaker, Murray, who is also learning 
piano and saxophone, works with a welding company, but says being a Young Trad finalist is 
cementing his ambition to be a full-time musician. 
 
Robbie Greig (Edinburgh) – fiddle:  
Robbie, of Edinburgh, is studying for a degree in Applied Music at UHI Benbecula - a college he first 
attended with fellow finalist Murray Willis when he was just 16. He inherited his love of trad music from 
his banjo-playing dad and, after at first learning classical violin, switched to traditional fiddle. He 
learned under Gregor Borland while also attending Edinburgh Youth Gaitherin’ and Fèis Rois. In Uist, 
Robbie received tuition from renowned tutor Anna-Wendy Stevenson and joined the band Room 5 
with whom he performed at the Royal Albert Hall. He recently stepped in on fiddle at a couple of gigs 
for one of his favourite bands, Malinky, and has plans for a solo album on the horizon. 
 
Ryan Young (Cardross) – fiddle:  
A finalist for the second year running, Ryan graduated with a first-class honours degree in Scottish 
Music from The Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and is now studying for his MMus. He is a previous 
finalist in the BBC Radio 2 Young Folk Awards and won the Celtic Connections Danny Kyle Open 
Stage in 2007. His sound is very distinctive, focusing mainly on Scottish and Cape Breton tunes, 
always played in his own unique way. A recent musical highlight for Ryan was getting to perform with 
Dennis Cahill, one of his biggest inspirations, at the Feakle festival in Ireland in 2015. 

 
Like last year's winner, Dumfries singer Claire Hastings, this year's title-holder will be awarded a 
recording session with BBC Scotland, one year’s membership of the Musicians Union, and all finalists 
get one year’s membership of the Traditional Music and Song Association of Scotland (TMSA) plus 
the opportunity to take part in the TMSA’s annual Young Trad Tour. 
Other previous winners of the awards include Anna Massie, Stuart Cassells, Robyn Stapleton, Paddy 
Callaghan, Rona Wilkie, Kristan Harvie and Ewan Robertson. 
For more info, see www.bbc.co.uk/youngtrad 
 
LD 
 
 

MONDAY 1 FEBRUARY  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS /BBC WEEK 5 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Mart, Ep 3/6 
Monday 1 February 
BBC One Scotland, 7.30-8.00pm 
 
After a grim Scottish summer, the Blackhall family – who have a farm near Banchory - are worried 
about the prices their pedigree rams (or tups) will get at the pedigree ram sale at Thainstone.  
So auctioneer Finlay McIntyre, in this third episode called Going the Extra Mile, arrives at their farm to 
re-assure them that he will do all he can to get the best price possible out of their precious livestock. 
As he explains, his respect for farmers and understanding of their trade motivates him to go the extra 
mile to help them out. “I can safely say, hand on heart, my customers, I respect them because I 
respect what they do in the climate and how they do it. The summer was pretty grim and people in 
agriculture are hard up, so there’s a lot of stress this year.”  
Dad Rodney is passionate about breeding and selling his Texels so he’s determined to prep them well 
with the help of his wife Gillian and teen daughters Emma and Kirstie who spend hours primping and 
preening the animals. But by the time they get the sheep to the Mart, they notice that some of them 
have been fighting, which could make them less attractive to the buyers. 
The Mart team journey to Quoybrae, near Wick, where the Caithness branch of ANM (Aberdeen and 
Northern Marts) plays host to one of the biggest cattle sales of the year. This episode follows Wick 
farmer Iain Gunn as he prepares his boisterous calves for the auction with the help of his sons Ben 
(14) and Craig (12).  
The Thainstone team, led by yardsman Robbie Cruickshank, arrive at Caithness and challenged by 
the cantankerous cattle, get to work in preparation for the event. As Robbie says “With some of these 
cattle, you’d be safer in a cage of lions! It’s murder.” 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/youngtrad


HM 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Calanais - Full Circle, Ep 3/4 
Monday 1 February  
BBC ALBA, 8.30 – 9.00pm  
 
Daily, thousands can pass through the Callanish visitor centre. In this episode of the documentary 
series, Kirsteen is back in the heat of the kitchen, after a year in Italy, and local artist, Ivor Mackay 
sets up studio next door. 
 
GMc / LG 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Port - Conamara/Connemara, Ep 5/6 
Monday 1 February  
BBC ALBA, 9.55 – 10.20pm  
 
The musical documentary series presented by Julie Fowlis and Muireann NicAmhlaoibh continues. 
This week, they visit Connemara to discover more about the traditional musical heritage in the area.  
Port reveals the shared musical heritage of the two presenters and viewers meet their musical friends 
who have their roots in the area. 
Accompanying Julie and Muireann are two musicians from Scotland who have made a name for 
themselves, renowned singer Gillebrìde MacMillan and acclaimed fiddler Megan Henderson. They 
discover that Connemara is a hotbed of talent and perform with acclaimed singer Pol Ó 
Ceannabháinn, accordion maestro Colm Gannon and the Kane sisters, amongst others. 

 
GMc / LG 
 
 

TUESDAY 2 FEBRUARY   TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 5 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
River City 
Tuesday 2 February 
BBC One Scotland HD, 8.00 – 9.00pm 
facebook.com/bbcrivercity 
twitter.com/bbcrivercity 
instagram.com/bbcrivercity 
 
This week in Shieldinch…Caitlin’s quest to get a job backfires plunging her deeper into financial 
trouble; Alex’s alibi shocks the family as his wife’s life hangs in the balance; and Robbie is forced to 
reconsider his future following the salon fire. 
Caitlin confides in Ellie about her financial woes and is encouraged to turn her life around and get a 
job. However, her positivity proves short-lived when the interview doesn’t go well. Worse still, the 
interview makes Caitlin late for a dole appointment and she has her benefits sanctioned.  
With no payments for four weeks, Caitlin blames Ellie for making her go for the job in the first place.  
Feeling downbeat, Caitlin tries to return interview clothes she bought from the charity shop that 
morning but is given short shrift by an unimpressed Molly. The altercation proves to be a catalyst for 
change for Caitlin. 
Elsewhere, Alex, the police’s prime suspect at the station, is forced to confess his alibi – he was with 
Angel.  
Finally free from the police, Alex rushes to be at Kelly-Marie and his unborn baby’s side. However, 
Scarlett’s relief at seeing Alex quickly disappears when Robbie reveals Alex slept with Angel not only 
on the day of Kelly-Marie’s accident, but the night before the wedding.  
Robbie assesses the burnt out remains of his salon and is forced to rethink his future while Molly 
faces her own mortality.  



The mood darkens further when Kelly-Marie is rushed into surgery for an emergency caesarean with 
the fate of her unborn baby hanging in the balance. 
 
Caitlin is played by Gayle Telfer-Stevens, Alex by Jordan Young, Robbie by Gary Lamont, Ellie by 
Leah MacRae, Molly by Una McLean, Angel by Hanna Stanbridge and Kelly-Marie by Carmen 
Pieraccini.  
 
JW 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Vets: Gach Creutair Beò, Ep 2/10 
Tuesday 2 February 
BBC ALBA, 8.30 – 9.00pm  
 
This series takes viewers on a journey across Scotland following vets as they tend to animals from 
small to large to very wild. Stories of joy and stories of sadness as viewers meet all creatures great 
and small.  
In this programme, Vets: Gach Creutair Beò follows equine vet Graham Hunter at Ardene House near 
Aberdeen as he carries out an endoscopy on one horse and removes a tooth from another - a task 
that takes a few hours and a lot of patience.  
At Highland Wildlife Park, vet Jane Harley rasps a Kiang horse's teeth and trims a Markhor's feet. She 
also wants to take some blood samples from a female bison but it's quite a challenge for the team as 
the herd roams freely round the reserve, and they need to guard from the protective and fearsome 
bull. 
Meanwhile, at Vets Now near Aberdeen, vet David Mackenzie has to deal with a kitten with its head 
completely stuck in a tin can - a first in all his years of practice. 
 
GMc / LG 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Farpaisean Chon-Chaorach/Sheepdogs, Ep 5/6 
Tuesday 2 February 
BBC ALBA, 9.00 – 10.00pm  

 
On day two of the International sheepdog trial near Moffat the competition intensifies, with Farpaisean 
Chon-Chaorach presenters Donald and Catriona are at the centre of the action.  
The fifth programme in this year's series focuses on day two of the International. The morning kicks 
off with Welsh handler Gwyn Lightfoot and Mari posting a very competitive score. All eyes though are 
on last year's Supreme Champion James McGee and Silver.  
Also in the programme Donald MacSween takes a trip to Macclesfield in Cheshire for the English 
National with a view to finding out a bit more about the team comprised from the best in England. 
Donald also visits Johnstown in County Kilkenny for the Irish National.  
This year brings some family competition with Michael Gallagher and his father Aidan Gallagher 
competing against one another, whilst Loughlin Conn and his daughter Shannon Conn look to 
represent Ireland in the Young Handlers competition. 
 
GMc / LG 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 3 FEBRUARY TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS /BBC WEEK 5 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Bannan 
Wednesday 3 February  
BBC ALBA, 9.00 – 9.40pm  
 
It's the day of the big vote at the Trust but a surprise arrival stirs up some trouble - in more ways than 
one.  



With two black eyes and a slap in the face, Iain is worried that he's ruined everything with Ciorstaidh. 
Cailean has a moral decision to make with his new information while Finlay also struggles with his 
conscience as his financial situation spirals out of control. 
 
GMc / LG 

 
 

THURSDAY 4 FEBRUARY  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 5 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DIY le Donnie, Ep 4/6 
Thursday 4 February  
BBC ALBA, 9.00 – 9.45pm  
 
Donnie Macleod travels between Glasgow and Barra tackling a number of interesting DIY projects 
which showcase his many talents.  
In tonight's programme, Donnie is in Barra where Annag is having problems keeping her hens away 
from the flower beds.  
Donnie builds a wooden fence to keep her plants safe and also fixes some new clothes poles into the 
ground which will be strong enough to withstand the west coast winter. 
 
GMc / LG 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Air an Rathad/On the Road, Ep 4/8 
Thursday 4 February 
BBC ALBA, 10.00 – 10.30pm  
 
Linda meets legendary Scots car designer Ian Callum, famous for the Aston Martin DB7, and now 
winning awards for the stylish Jaguar XE.  
Ian designs a one off sports car for Linda, before she test drives the XE. Guest presenter Caxy 
Macaulay takes a run by Loch Lomond in the Infiniti QX70, a 'beast' of car. And the teams go 'off road' 
for this week's Ralaidh na Trealaich as they reach the forest stages of their across Scotland rally. 
Both teams have to count out two minutes, but their timing is far from accurate.  
 
GMc / LG 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Balaich Iasgach Alasga/Alaska Fish Wars  NEW 
Thursday 4 February  
BBC ALBA, 10.30 – 11.15 pm  
 
Every summer, schools of salmon swim from the Pacific Ocean through the Cook Inlet and up more 
than one hundred rivers and streams to spawn in what is an epic migration.  
Waiting at the end of their journey the Alaskan fishermen are back, ready to net the catch of a lifetime. 
They attempt to make an entire annual wage in a few short weeks while facing mechanical 
breakdowns, unpredictable weather, heated confrontations and rigorous state police patrolling.  
As the season begins some captains hit the fish hard, while others have a tough time even getting to 
the grounds. For the fishermen who are out, their experience (or lack thereof) is evident in their 
catches as the first day draws to a close.  
With one day down and many more hours of fishing ahead each captain is happy to have gotten the 
season started, but still anxious for the big run. 
 
GMc / LG 
 
 

FRIDAY 5 FEBRUARY  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 5 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Shetland, Ep 3/6  TV HIGHLIGHT 
Friday 5 February 
BBC One, 9.00-10.00pm 
 
Perez and Tosh’s investigation leads them to Glasgow as they attempt to uncover the reasons behind 
Maguire’s brutal death and his connection to Robbie Morton. However, old ghosts return to haunt 
Perez with his enemies trying to prevent him from getting to the truth, as the murder-mystery 
continues. 
Perez’s investigation takes a frustrating and unexpected turn when prime suspect, Michael Maguire, 
is found dead in what appears to be a professional hit. In a significant twist, it transpires that Maguire 
– real name Michael Thompson – was in Shetland under Witness Protection.  
Hitting a wall of silence on the case, Perez and Rhona travel to Glasgow to seek the aid of Senior 
Area Fiscal Procurator Phyllis Brennan, obtaining a possible connection - notorious Glasgow gangster 
Arthur McCall. 
Perez is shaken after a veiled threat from McCall. Undeterred, Perez’s case gathers pace when 
evidence gleaned from Thompson’s Shetland apartment gives an entirely new perspective on the 
case, and a new trail to follow.   
Thompson’s witness protection handler, Asha Israni, privately confides in Perez that Michael had 
been trying to renegotiate the terms of his agreement before he died - he had information bigger than 
Arthur McCall to bargain with. The revelation brings Perez and Asha close. 
Perez and Tosh try to track down Brian McDade – a junior fiscal who they suspect may have leaked 
Thompson’s whereabouts – but he’s mysteriously disappeared. 
Back on Shetland, Sandy makes an important breakthrough of his own which will have potentially far-
reaching consequences for the police and locals.  
 
Perez is played by Douglas Henshall, Tosh by Alison O’Donnell, Rhona by Julie Graham, Phyllis 
Brennan by Anna Chancellor, Arthur McCall by James Cosmo, Asha Israni by Archie Panjabi, Brian 
McDade by Mark Cox and Sandy by Steven Robertson.  
An ITV Studios production for BBC One through BBC Scotland, Shetland is adapted from the 
award-winning novels by writer Ann Cleeves.  
 
SA/JW 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Landward Special – The Great Scottish Flood  NEW 
Friday 5 February 
BBC One Scotland, 7.30-8.00pm 
 
Dougie Vipond and the team meet the homeowners, landowners and farmers who bore the brunt of 
this winter’s extreme flooding and ask what can be done to protect ourselves from such dramatic 
damage in any such future instances. 
 
HM 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

All Programme Information copy may be used free of charge on condition that it credits the relevant 
BBC programme or service. The material contained on the Programme Information pages is protected 
by copyright which is owned by the BBC. Material may not be reproduced or used other than in 
respect to BBC programmes © British Broadcasting Corporation 2016. 
Please note that television & radio programmes are subject to change. Schedule additions will be 
submitted in the event of any significant change.  
Transcripts of BBC Radio Scotland programmes are not available. 

 

 

 

 

 



 


