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THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS  TELEVISION & RADIO / BBC WEEK 49 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SATURDAY 5 DECEMBER  
Na Trads/Scottish Traditional Music 
Awards 2015Programme  NEW              BBC ALBA 
 

SUNDAY 6 DECEMBER 
An Lot/The Croft  NEW     BBC ALBA 
 
WEDNESDAY 9 DECEMBER 
Bothy Life  NEW                     BBC Two Scotland 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Viewers outside Scotland can access BBC One Scotland on Sky 141 (HD) & 951, Freesat 108 (HD) & 960, Virgin Media 108 
(HD) & 862. BBC Two Scotland can be viewed on Sky 142 (HD) & 970, Freesat 970. BBC ALBA is on Sky 143, Freesat 110, 
Virgin Media 188, Freeview 8 (Scotland only). BBC Radio Scotland can be accessed on Sky 0116, Freesat 712, Freeview 719 
(Scotland only). BBC One Scotland, BBC Two Scotland and BBC ALBA are also available on the BBC iPlayer 
bbc.co.uk/iplayer & BBC Radio Scotland on bbc.co.uk/radioscotland 
  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/search?tag=Scotland&page=1&sort=associated
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/categories/scotland/highlights
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radioscotland


 
SATURDAY 5 DECEMBER  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 49 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Na Trads/Scottish Traditional Music Awards 2015  NEW 
Saturday 5 December   
BBC ALBA, 9.00 – 11.00pm  
 
The Trads - Scotland's Traditional Music Awards, 2015 - live from host city, Dundee. An all-star line-
up that sees Duncan Chisholm, Phil Cunningham, Aly Bain and Violet Tulloch amongst the acts that 
play live on the night. 
Following weeks of anticipation and a public vote, the evening will celebrate those who have 
influenced the traditional music scene. The Trads is a platform for some fantastic performances 
coupled with the high drama and excitement that comes with an awards ceremony. Hosting the 
evening will be the prodigiously-talented duo, Mary Ann Kennedy and Tony Kearney, who will be 
onstage for an evening of drama and fun as they honour the heroes of the traditional music world. 

 
G Mc / LG    

 
 
 
SUNDAY 6 DECEMBER  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 49 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
An Lot/The Croft, Ep 1/6  NEW 
Monday 7 December   
BBC ALBA, 8.30 – 9.00pm  
 
Donald MacSween - or Sweeny as most folk know him - is a Lewis crofter with a dream. A proud Ness 
man, he is currently working part-time, but aims to change all that so he can spend more time in what 
he considers to be the best place in the world - Ness, and be a crofter full-time.  
This 6 part series follows him as he tries to make his dream become a reality. Sweeny has had an 
interest in animals and crofting from a young age, and spent a lot of time with his grandfather on the 
family croft. Since taking over the croft in 2005 he's juggled the demands of the day job with crofting, 
but in July 2014 embarked on the next stage of his ambitious plans.  
While the sheep might be Sweeny's first love, Programme 1 sees him take a new direction with a 
different type of livestock as he prepares to go into egg production in a major way with 300 new 
chickens. But as the day of the chickens’ arrival looms with a trip to the mainland for Sweeny, the hen 
house is far from finished.  
Follow Sweeny's journey of ups and downs on The Croft to see if his ambitious plans all come good 
and whether he can redefine 'crofting' and make a modern, full-time living off the land. 

 
G Mc / LG    

 
MONDAY 7 DECEMBER  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS /BBC WEEK 49 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Mountain Ep 5/6 
Monday 7 December 
BBC One Scotland, 7.30 – 8.00pm 
 
Summer is well underway and brings fresh challenges and opportunities for those who live, work and 
play in one of Scotland’s most rugged environments. In the fifth of this six-part observational 
documentary series, which follows the hardy folk who live in the shadow of Cairngorm, at last some 
decent weather arrives. 
For Mike and Nick, their adventure playground is awash with rafting, kayaking and canyoning thrill 
seekers.  But the increasing demands of adrenalin junkies make it hard for the outdoor activity experts 



to balance business and family, as well as ensure their staff are up to date with the latest health and 
safety requirements. 
Elsewhere Ruari is back from his honeymoon and still married, despite his unconventional ideas for a 
romantic break.  Ruari joins forces with the ski patrollers to provide paramedic back up at a cross 
country mountain biking event.  And Polly and Ross have everything crossed as their ambitious 
“safari” music festival gets underway. The documentary discovers whether their plans for five gigs at 
different locations across the Spey Valley pay off. 
The Mountain is a Tern TV production for BBC Scotland.  
 
 
DR 
 

 
 
TUESDAY 8 DECEMBER   TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 49 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
River City 
Tuesday 8 December 
BBC One Scotland HD, 8.00 – 9.00pm 
facebook.com/bbcrivercity 
twitter.com/bbcrivercity 
instagram.com/bbcrivercity 
 
This week in Shieldinch…Stella’s world is turned upside down by her cancer diagnosis leaving her 
with a heart-breaking decision to make; Ellie tries to build bridges with Bob while Robbie’s partying 
gets out of control; and AJ’s attempts to put the spark back in his marriage fail to ignite Annie’s 
interest. 
Stunned by the news she has cancer, Stella struggles to find a shoulder to cry on. Becoming 
increasingly withdrawn, a meeting with Annie highlights the seriousness of Stella’s situation. She has 
two choices – terminate the pregnancy and undergo chemo or stall treatment and put her own life at 
risk.  
Faced with a heart-breaking dilemma, Stella finds unlikely support from ex-husband Bob. Determined 
to win Stella back, Stevie goes to their flat to fight for Stella’s forgiveness but ends up coming to blows 
with Bob. 
Ellie’s thrilled when her marriage annulment arrives in the post but her good mood doesn’t last when 
Bob dismisses her pleas to give their relationship another chance. He’s done with romance – and 
Ellie. 
Elsewhere, Robbie’s life continues to spiral out of control when he wakes up in A&E after a boozy 
blackout. Ashamed, he turns to Patrick for help. Later, Robbie decides to clear his body and mind with 
a hot yoga session but his good intentions stumble when he realises arch rival Angel’s the instructor. 
AJ attempts to woo his wife, Annie with a mixed of good food and good old-fashioned romance. 
However, Annie fails to show pretending she has work commitments.  
 
Stella is played by Keira Lucchesi, Ellie by Leah MacRae, Bob by Stephen Purdon, Robbie by Gary 
Lamont, AJ by Sanjeev Kohli, Annie by Dawn Steele, Stevie by Paul James Corrigan, Patrick by 
Gerard Miller and Angel by Hanna Stanbridge.  
 
JW 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Opry an Iúir 
Tuesday 8 December   
BBC ALBA, 9.00 – 10.00pm  
 
Presented by Daniel O'Donnell and narrated by Anne Sinclair, this week's show features Brendan 
Quinn and Gerry Guthrie and special guests, Gearóid Ó Murchú and Breanndán Ó Beaglaíoch. Opry 
an Iùir is recorded in front of a live audience, mixing archive, testimonials from fans and chat. Brendan 



and Gerry perform country favourites and duets with Gearóid Ó Murchú and Breanndán Ó 
Beaglaíoch. 
Along with great performances there’s a rare glimpse into their individual home lives as Opry An Lúir 
sees them pass on their musical skills to the next generation. Opry an Iúir brings the essence of 
Nashville's Grand Ole Opry to Newry. 

 
GM / LG 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Seeker Reaper 
Tuesday 8 December   
BBC ALBA, 10.00 – 10.40pm  
 
On the centenary of his birth a bi-lingual drama about the life of the Scottish novelist and poet, 
George Campbell Hay. George was brought up in Argyll in the 1920s and had a great affinity with the 
area and its people. He was a conscientious objector and imprisoned during the Second World War 
and died in Edinburgh in 1984. The drama, first shown in in 1993, is filmed in a lyrical style, based on 
the reminiscences of George Campbell Hay. George is played by the award winning actor Peter 
Mullan. 
 
GMc / LG     
 

 
WEDNESDAY 9 DECEMBER TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 49 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Bothy Life, Ep 1/1  NEW 
BBC Two Scotland, 9.00-10.00pm 
Wednesday 9 December 
 
For 50 years, the Mountain Bothies Association has provided shelter to thousands of adventurers. In 
some of the most remote parts of Scotland, their basic huts and cabins are available free of charge to 
anyone seeking refuge in the wilderness. 
Bothy Life, a one-off 60-minute documentary, hears from the couple who started the Association back 
in 1965, the volunteers who maintain the bothies and the hillwalkers, skiers and cyclists who use 
them. 
Founding member Bernard Heath, a keen cyclist, initially saw the Association as a ‘secret club’ where 
those in the know would get a map with strategic dots to show where bothies were located. Over the 
years, the idea developed and with the co-operation of landowners, today the MBA looks after 81 
shelters scattered all over the country. 
Sometimes little more than four walls with a roof and a space to put a sleeping bag on the floor, the 
bothies are by no means ‘holiday homes’. There’s no electricity, rarely running water and no mobile 
phone signal. But as a cosier alternative to sleeping under canvas, they’ve become invaluable to 
those who live to explore the hills. 
Retired teacher Bob Tateson is volunteer maintenance organiser at Strathchailleach bothy, which was 
famously home to legendary hermit James ‘Sandy’ McRory-Smith who occupied the cottage in the 
countryside for more than 30 years. 
Like Sandy, Bob relishes his time spent in solitude in the Northern Highlands beauty spot, despite the 
fact that no road access means he often has to haul supplies across beaches and up treacherous 
mountain tracks. 
Margaret Dickson, meanwhile, does the same job at Kearvaig bothy, the Association’s most northerly 
shelter. She gives her time as a thank-you for the affordable holidays she enjoyed staying in bothies 
as a single mum looking after three young children. 
Programme-makers also visit the Venture Scotland Bothy in Glen Etive. Teenager Cat McGoldrick is 
part of a group of young people visiting the remote lodge and loves the contrast of the great outdoors 
to her normal life in the city. 
Cross-country skier Pete MacKenzie uses the Association’s shelters frequently. He says: “You can go 
up a mountain and live in a tent and survive, but if you stay in a bothy it’s the difference between 
existing in the mountain space and really making yourself at home. 



“If the Highlands aren’t about freedom, about being able to make your own decisions and get out and 
live the life you live in the space that you inhabit, then what are they?” 
With archive footage and recollections from down the decades, Bothy Life celebrates Scotland’s spirit 
of adventure. 
Bothy Life is a Hopscotch Films production for BBC Scotland. 
  
LD 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Eorpa/European Current Affairs 
Wednesday 9 December  
BBC ALBA, 8.30 – 9.00pm 
 
This week on Eòrpa, Darren Laing reports from Kosovo on the establishment of Serb associations for 
the majority Serb areas within Kosovo, and with the European Union cutting subsidies for bullfighting 
in Spain, Alasdair Fraser finds out what impact this will have on a traditional culture. 
 
GMc / LG     

 
 

FRIDAY 11 DECEMBER   TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 49 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Scottish Championship - Queen of the South v Raith Rovers 
Friday 11 December 
BBC ALBA, 7.35 – 9.50pm   
 
Live Championship action as Queen of the South welcome Raith Rovers to Palmerston Park. 
 
GM / LG    
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

All Programme Information copy may be used free of charge on condition that it credits the relevant 
BBC programme or service. The material contained on the Programme Information pages is protected 
by copyright which is owned by the BBC. Material may not be reproduced or used other than in 
respect to BBC programmes © British Broadcasting Corporation 2015. 
Please note that television & radio programmes are subject to change. Schedule additions will be 
submitted in the event of any significant change.  
Transcripts of BBC Radio Scotland programmes are not available. 

 


