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Mary McAleese & The Man Who Saved Europe      NEW                          

Monday 30 November 
BBC One Northern Ireland, 9pm 

  
Mary McAleese & The Man Who Saved Europe, on BBC One Northern Ireland on Monday 30 
November at 9pm, is a highly personal re-assessment of Columbanus’ life and achievements. This 
documentary is an epic story told with visual flourish and characteristic eloquence. It describes the 
early medieval world that Columbanus inhabited; the influence of Ireland’s monastic tradition 
(including Bangor Abbey) on his thinking and leadership style; and why Columbanus’ ideas on 
diversity remain relevant to many people today.  
  
Mary McAleese admires Columbanus, but she also wants to separate fact from fiction in re-telling the 
story of his life. Her interviews with leading academics provide a revealing portrait of an outsize, and 
rather remarkable, figure. They also bridge the 1400 year gap since Columbanus’ death in 615 AD/CE 
and some of the debates about identity and belief that were happening then, and are all around us 
now.  
  
Mary McAleese said: “Columbanus played an important role in the development of Christianity in 
Europe. He established monasteries and brought new religious ideas to the continent. His missionary 
career took him to locations across Europe and was full of incident. It involved tussles with authority 
and some remarkable successes. And his legacy is still apparent within church communities and 
beyond.” 
  
Mary McAleese & The Man Who Saved Europe, is a Clean Slate Production for BBC NI television and 
RTÉ, with support from the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland. It will be broadcast on BBC One 
Northern Ireland on 30 November at 9pm. 
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True North: Boys of ’69       NEW                          
Monday 30 November 
BBC One NI, 10.35pm 

True North: Boys of ’69, on BBC One NI on Monday 30 November at 10.35pm, reunites for the first 
time in almost 50 years, seven former altar boys who served at Holy Cross church in Ardoyne, and 
whose lives were changed forever by the events of August 1969. 

It was the summer of prolonged sectarian rioting in north Belfast, at the start of the Troubles in 
Northern Ireland.   

After spending time together as boys, they became men who grew apart. Some left Northern Ireland, 
some chose opposite sides of the conflict and some became hugely successful. 
 
Each of the men view what happened that summer differently, but all admit that what they witnessed 
and experienced had a huge influence on their life choices. 
 
Gerry Murray, a former RUC officer, is the longest serving Catholic police officer, and hasn’t been 
back in Ardoyne since he joined the force. 
 



Gerard McGuigan is a former Sinn Féin councillor and finds it hard to understand the path chosen by 
Gerry, now a PSNI superintendent. 
 
Sean Goan is a teacher and scripture scholar, while Cathal Goan went on to become director-general 
of RTÉ. 
 
Former Leeds United footballer Sean O’Neill and New York-based oral surgeon Brendan O’Connor 
achieved great success after leaving Northern Ireland. 
 
Holy Cross parish worker Brian McKee tracked down his fellow altar boys and brought them together 
once again at Holy Cross to recall the camaraderie they shared as young boys and discover how 
violence on the streets took away their innocence. 

True North: Boys of ’69, Monday 30 November, BBC One NI, 10.35pm. 
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bbc.co.uk/tv/programmes/a-z/by/a 
 
All Programme Information copy may be used free of charge on condition that it credits the relevant BBC 
programme or service. The material contained on the Programme Information pages is protected by copyright 
which is owned by the BBC. Material may not be reproduced or used other than in respect to BBC 
programmes © British Broadcasting Corporation 2013. 
 
Please note that television & radio programmes are subject to change. Schedule additions will be submitted in 
the event of any significant change.  
 
Transcripts of BBC Radio Ulster and Foyle programmes are not available. 
 
Additional copy on a wide range of BBC network programmes is available from the main the BBC Media 
Centre website: bbc.co.uk/mediacentre 
 

Keep up-to-date with all the latest press releases and packs from the BBC via 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/bbcpress 
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