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SUNDAY 22 NOVEMBER  
 
Mary McAleese &  An Chéad Eorpach   NEW                         BBC Two Northern Ireland    

 
                                 
MONDAY 23 NOVEMBER   
 
Trish Deseine’s Doorstep Food       BBC One Northern Ireland  
 
 
True North: Whistleblowers  NEW                          BBC One Northern Ireland 
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SUNDAY 22 NOVEMBER                 TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 47 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Mary McAleese & An Chéad Eorpach 
Sunday 22 November 
BBC Two Northern Ireland, 10pm 
 

  
Mary McAleese & An Chéad Eorpach, on BBC Two NI on Sunday 22 November at 10pm, is a highly 
personal re-assessment of Columbanus’ life and achievements. This Irish language documentary is 
an epic story told with visual flourish and characteristic eloquence. It describes the early medieval 
world that Columbanus inhabited; the influence of Ireland’s monastic tradition (including Bangor 
Abbey) on his thinking and leadership style; and why Columbanus’ ideas on diversity remain relevant 
to many people today.  
  
Mary McAleese admires Columbanus, but she also wants to separate fact from fiction in re-telling the 
story of his life. Her interviews with leading academics provide a revealing portrait of an outsize, and 
rather remarkable, figure. They also bridge the 1400 year gap since Columbanus’ death in 615 AD/CE 
and some of the debates about identity and belief that were happening then, and are all around us 
now.  
  
Mary McAleese said: “Columbanus played an important role in the development of Christianity in 
Europe. He established monasteries and brought new religious ideas to the continent. His missionary 
career took him to locations across Europe and was full of incident. It involved tussles with authority 
and some remarkable successes. And his legacy is still apparent within church communities and 
beyond.” 
  
Mary McAleese & An Chéad Eorpach, is a Clean Slate Production for BBCNI television, co-funded by 
NI Screen’s Irish Language Broadcast Fund. It will be broadcast on BBC Two Northern Ireland on 22 
November at 10pm. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Trish Deseine’s Doorstep Food                                    
Concludes Monday 23 November  
BBC One Northern Ireland, 7.30pm 

  
After a hugely successful career as a food writer in France, County Antrim-born Trish Deseine returns 
to her homeland to celebrate Northern Ireland’s food heroes.  
  
Coinciding with BBC Northern Ireland’s Taste North food season, the final of Trish Deseine’s 
Doorstep Food, on Monday 23 November on BBC One Northern Ireland at 7.30pm, sees Trish 
meeting award-winning food producers, a local restauranteur and the Maurice family from Belfast who 
take on the challenge of eating and cooking exclusively with local food for an entire week. 
  
Trish Deseine’s Doorstep Food has been produced for BBC Northern Ireland by Waddell Media. 
  
For more information on BBC Northern Ireland’s Taste North food season log on to: 
bbc.co.uk/tastenorth 
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True North: Whistleblowers  

Monday 23 November  
BBC One Northern Ireland,  10.35pm 

 
 
“Why would anyone want to be a whistleblower?”  That’s the question posed by one of Northern 
Ireland’s best known football managers, David Jeffrey, in a new True North documentary for BBC One 
Northern Ireland.  

 
The programme follows four people – two men, two women, as they follow their dream to be at the 
very top of refereeing in Irish League football.   
 

Raymond Crangle, a well-known divisive figure in Irish League refereeing is used to the abuse from 
loyal fans. He has one medal missing from his collection – the Irish League Cup Final. He has a tough 
attitude, but with the IFA observers watching his every move, will he be able to step up to the 
challenge and earn the right to referee the most important league game of the season?  

 
Ian McNabb has set his sights high. He’s up against the best in the field as he fights for a place as an 
international football referee. As a young referee seeking selection, he needs to build up his 
reputation, but first he must prove his skills at UEFA’s gruelling referee bootcamp in Switzerland. 
From the moment he arrives he’s put through his paces knowing he must prove his skills against 
every other ambitious wannabe International referee. 

 
Rachel Smith has, arguably, an even bigger challenge. Determined not to be side-lined Rachel grasps 
the opportunity of becoming one of the first female referees in the South Belfast Youth League and 
heads toward her dream of becoming an Irish Premiership Referee. After three months Rachel faces 
her biggest challenge yet, a cup final at the Hammer, off the Shankill Road. Can she prove she has 
what it takes? 

 
Sixteen year old Beth Roberts suffers an illness that would debilitate most. But to Beth it’s just one of 
a long list of challenges she’ll have to overcome if she’s to make it as a referee. As Beth takes to the 
field for her first league match she knows she needs to put all the hard knocks behind her and muster 
every ounce of her confidence to blow that whistle.   

 
True North: Whistleblowers goes out on BBC One Northern Ireland on Monday 23

 
November at 

10.35pm.   
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All Programme Information copy may be used free of charge on condition that it credits the relevant BBC 
programme or service. The material contained on the Programme Information pages is protected by copyright 
which is owned by the BBC. Material may not be reproduced or used other than in respect to BBC 
programmes © British Broadcasting Corporation 2013. 
 
Please note that television & radio programmes are subject to change. Schedule additions will be submitted in 
the event of any significant change.  
 
Transcripts of BBC Radio Ulster and Foyle programmes are not available. 
 
Additional copy on a wide range of BBC network programmes is available from the main the BBC Media 
Centre website: bbc.co.uk/mediacentre 
 

Keep up-to-date with all the latest press releases and packs from the BBC via 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/bbcpress 
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