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SATURDAY 8 NOVEMBER 

The Great War: An Elegy  NEW    BBC Two 
 
SUNDAY 9 NOVEMBER 

Caileagan a' Chogaidh Mhoir/ 
A Great Adventure  NEW    BBC ALBA 
 

MONDAY 10 NOVEMBER 
Càirdeas Cogaidh  NEW     BBC ALBA 
 

TUESDAY 11 NOVEMBER 

Gillean Grinn/The Handsome Lads  NEW  BBC ALBA 
 
FRIDAY 14 NOVEMBER 

Children in Need  NEW                    BBC One and BBC Two 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Viewers outside Scotland can access BBC One Scotland on Sky 141 (HD) & 951, Freesat 108 (HD) & 960, Virgin Media 108 
(HD) & 862. BBC Two Scotland can be viewed on Sky 142 (HD) & 970, Freesat 970. BBC ALBA is on Sky 143, Freesat 110, 
Virgin Media 188, Freeview 8 (Scotland only). BBC Radio Scotland can be accessed on Sky 0116, Freesat 712, Freeview 719 
(Scotland only). BBC One Scotland, BBC Two Scotland and BBC ALBA are also available on the BBC iPlayer 
bbc.co.uk/iplayer & BBC Radio Scotland on bbc.co.uk/radioscotland 
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RIVER CITY WELCOMES NEW FACES 
 

Two new faces have their sights set on Shieldinch as BBC Scotland's popular weekly drama, River 
City welcomes actors Grado and Gerard Miller to the cast. 
 
Grado (Scot Squad, Insane Fight Club) will be the first to debut in River City when his character, 
wrestler Buster, arrives in Shieldinch in the new year looking to win his ex-girlfriend Ellie McLean back 
(played by Leah MacRae). 
 
And in early 2015, Gerard Miller (Stonemouth, MacBeth) joins as Patrick 'Paddy' Adams, Scarlett's 
step-son from her first marriage to abusive ex-husband Paddy. Smart and streetwise, Paddy comes to 
Shieldinch looking for a new start having served time in prison. But his hopes confront his past are 
underpinned with a hidden resentment towards Scarlett which be revealed in time.  
 
Grado is delighted to have joined the cast of River City: "I'm buzzing to start in Shieldinch.  My Mum is 
River City daft so she will be delighted to see me hit The Oyster Café and The Tall Ship, mingling with 
the likes of Shellsuit Boab and Scarlett. I'm a wee bit feart as this is my first 'proper' acting job but I 
have made pals with a few of the cast members there who've helped me settle in and show me the 
ropes." 
 
And Gerard is thrilled to be playing the role of Scarlett's long-lost step-son, Patrick: "I am very 
honoured to be asked to play such a volatile and dramatic character like Patrick Adams. He's got a 
hidden past which will unravel over the coming months and his arrival in Shieldinch is sure to make 
some waves, especially for the Mullens. I'm looking forward to the challenge of playing such a 
troubled, but fascinating, character." 
 
Donald MacKinnon, Series Producer, welcomes the new additions to the cast: "We're delighted to 
welcome Grado and Gerard to the River City cast. Buster and Patrick are two very different characters 
who will have their own unique impact on the residents of Shieldinch. While Buster has romance in 
mind, Patrick's affairs of the heart are altogether more troubled as he searches for answers to his 
fractured family past." 
 
Both Grado and Gerard filmed their debut scenes for River City this month at BBC Scotland's 
Dumbarton studios for episodes which will air in the new year. 
 
River City is part of BBC Scotland's commitment to produce distinctive and reflective Scottish output 
and complements productions including Shetland (BBC One), Sunset Song, Katie Morag (CBeebies), 
Bob Servant (BBC Four), Murder (BBC Two), Highlands (BBC One) and the recently announced 
Stonemouth (BBC One Scotland & BBC Two). 
 
Julie Whiteside  



 

New poetry from Simon Armitage commemorates World War One casualties 

and survivors for Culture Show special 

Acclaimed poet Simon Armitage has commemorated remarkable stories from World War One with 

seven new poems that will feature in an hour-long Culture Show special. 

In The Great War: An Elegy (8pm, BBC Two, Saturday 8 November) the poet writes a poignant poem 

connected to each of the stories he learns about on a journey that takes him from Northern France to 

the village of Brora in the Scottish Highlands. 

The first stop on his journey of discovery and remembrance is the small town of Etretat in Normandy, 

Northern France, where he follows the story of nurse Edie Appleton, from Deal, Kent, through her 

detailed diary entries and sketches. 

Her great nephew, Dick Robinson, from Blockley, near Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire, reads 

Simon’s poem, Sea Sketch, that recalls Edie’s care of dying and wounded soldiers and the comforting 

effect of the English Channel where she swam and from where she drew inspiration. 

Simon then researches the story of Arthur Heath, a classicist at the university of Oxford, who died as 

a Lieutenant on the Western Front at the age of 28. 

The poet reflects on the young man’s courage in the face of death and considers the loss of promising 

lives in his poem, Remains. 

At the Imperial War Museum in London, Simon examines a poppy that was donated by the 

granddaughter of Joseph Shaddick, who either sent it from the Western Front or took it home to his 

wife Biddy in Barnstaple, Devon. 

He takes the glass-encased memento, which has now lost its vivid red colour, as the inspiration for a 

new poem about the flower’s symbolism, Considering The Poppy. 

In Emsworth, Hampshire, Simon speaks to Laurie Vaughan, whose father, Lieutenant Leonard James 

Bennett, a navigator, was captured when his plane went down on a reconnaissance mission. 

He was imprisoned in Holzminden prison camp in Germany – but he and 28 other prisoners managed 

to tunnel out and he was among 10 who finally made it home. Laurie reads Simon’s poem Lazarus, 

which celebrates the great escape from a camp that had been regarded as escape-proof. 

Simon then travels to Avondale Street in Lincoln – the home of Amy Beechey who lived there 

throughout the war. Amy saw her eight sons go off to fight – and five of them didn’t return. 

He reads the letters from her soldier sons and recites his poem, In Avondale, that reflects on the 

series of tragic news being delivered to the long-suffering mother. 

His penultimate stop is Helperthorpe, East Yorkshire, which is known as one of the ‘Thankful Villages’ 

that sent men to war – and welcomed them all home alive. 

Simon speaks to Ted Atkinson, the grandson of wagoner Arthur Brown, who returned home after his 

war-time service, bringing horse-drawn provisions to the Frontline trenches. 

Ted reads The Thankful, Simon’s poem that contrasts the settled rural life Arthur would have known in 

the East Yorkshire village with the devastated countryside of the Western Front. 



Simon’s final destination is Brora, a village in Sutherland in the Scottish Highlands, which has an 

unusual memorial. Sixty one people from in and around the village lost their lives and they are 

commemorated with the Clyne War Memorial, a clock tower which chimes every 15 minutes and 

which bears the names of military personnel from the area who have died in various conflicts down 

the years. 

Simon speaks to Jim Cunningham, the volunteer Keeper Of The Clock, and serving soldier, Colin 

Simpson, about the significance of the memorial. Simon ends his journey with a reading of his poem, 

Memorial, that references his own family connection with the war and the importance of remembering. 

Simon said: "A century ago this year, the First World War began. The Great War – but great only in its 

scale of catastrophe. Well over 700,000 British soldiers died in the bloodbath that followed. 

"I don’t have a head for numbers – that statistic is incomprehensible. It’s about human beings – 

people who lived and breathed just as we do and at the very least our memory of them should be kept 

alive. 

"Siegfried Sassoon, Wilfred Owen, Ivor Gurney, Robert Graves – I never fail to be affected and 

moved by their poems, especially those that reflect directly on the horror and brutality and drag the 

reader with them through the barbed wire and mud. 

"But a hundred years have passed now and as a poet I feel bound by duty or tradition to take the 

opportunity to reflect again on the catastrophic loss of life and to think about how we commemorate 

the dead for the next 100 years." 

• The Great War: an Elegy, 8pm, BBC Two, Saturday, 8 November. This Culture Show special is 

part of the BBC’s four year World War One centenary season. 

Jim Gough  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY 8 NOVEMBER  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 45 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Great War: An Elegy  NEW 
Saturday 8 November 
BBC Two, 8.00 – 9.00 pm 
 
Acclaimed poet Simon Armitage has written seven new poems about World War One, which form the 
centre of his latest television documentary. 
Armitage visits a Normandy village; a German prison camp, one of England's ‘Thankful Villages' - 
those settlements which lost no men in WWI - and a remote corner of the Scottish Highlands. In each, 
he considers the deaths of the 700,000 British soldiers in the conflict. 
He learns of those who lived and died through the war, those who worked and grieved and cried 
through it, and even those who tunneled to freedom beneath its soil. Each story culminates in a poem 
inspired by Armitage’s research. 
Featuring readings by both the poet and the surviving relatives of those whose stories he tells, this 
Culture Show special offers an opportunity to reflect again on that catastrophic loss of life, and to think 
about how we commemorate the dead for the next 100 years. 

 
Jim Gough  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/proginfo/2014/45/great-war


 
 
SUNDAY 9 NOVEMBER  TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 45 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Caileagan a' Chogaidh Mhoir/A Great Adventure  NEW 
Sunday 9 November 
BBC ALBA 9.00 – 10.00pm 
 
100 years ago, as the First World War took hold, a group of ordinary Scottish women were preparing 
for an extraordinary journey. 
These were the ladies of the Scottish Women's Hospitals, pioneering female medics and volunteers 
on a mission to help an Ally in 'Dire Need', 2,000 miles away in Serbia in Eastern Europe. It started as 
a 'Great Adventure'. It would end up closer to a horror story. 
The organisation was the idea of Dr Elsie Inglis, one of Scotland's first female surgeons and a 
prominent suffragette. A Great Adventure is Elsie's story, and also the collective story of these 
remarkable women. It's a story lost in time but the influence of the SWH on the lives of women there-
after was greater than most realise. 
 
Gary McQueen / Rachel Woodford  
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Viva Variety, Ep 2/4  
BBC One Scotland 
Monday 10 November, 7.30-8.00pm 
 
This week, Viva Variety delves into the world of tribute acts – the biggest earners on the 
entertainment circuit, possessing the power to sell-out the best venues across Scotland.  
There are over 200 tribute acts in Scotland and the second episode in the series meets three acts as 
they take on their famous alter-egos to showcase their talents. 
Dedicated to the tribute act cause is Dr Sarah Kennedy, an Edinburgh psychiatrist who fronts 
Scotland’s first Blondie tribute act, Dirty Harry.  
Every year, Sarah spends thousands of pounds on costumes, wigs and make-up to become Blondie. 
“I find being her really exciting,” admits Sarah. “She’s pretty provocative on stage, she’s really 
energetic – I think if I went up as myself I would look pretty egotistical.” 
Viva Variety follows Sarah and her band as they play to packed audiences and captures the moment 
she finally met her idol, Debbie Harry.  
Father-of-three, Peter MacLean from Jordanhill in Glasgow is the frontman of Gallus Cooper – 
Scotland’s only Alice Cooper tribute act. Viva Variety takes a front seat to highlight the extreme 
lengths the band go to be authentic.  
By day, 22-year-old Amy Craik is a student who works in her local Ayrshire chip shop. But every other 
weekend, Amy transforms into Rhianna – one of the most successful female singers of all time.  
But while the real Rhianna plays to stadiums around the world, Amy often has to settle for social clubs 
– until now. Viva Variety joins Amy as she embarks on her most exciting and exotic gig yet, travelling 
to Johannesburg and Cape Town. 
Narrated by Susan Calman, Viva Variety is a Matchlight production for BBC Scotland. 
 
Julie Whiteside  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Scot Squad, Ep 3/5 
BBC One Scotland 
Monday 10 November, 10.35-11.05pm 
 



This week, spoof comedy Scot Squad sees city cops PC McLaren and PC Fletcher involved in an 
undercover drugs bust; rural officers MacKay and McIntosh get a whiff of something dodgy on a local 
farm; and it’s tough at the top as Chief Commissioner Miekelson chooses a new slogan. 
Hot on the trail of a major tip-off, city partners McLaren and Fletcher cross paths with Wild Turkey, 
who claims he’s an undercover cop involved in a big drugs sting. Intrigued, the pair go along for the 
ride as Wild Turkey’s ‘haunners’ but get more than they bargained for. 
News of a big barn yard break-in reaches PC’s McIntosh and Mackay. The rural enforcers discover 
Farmer Williams prize chicken, Scarlett Johansen, has disappeared. 
Fearing she’s fallen foul of the mysterious big black cat, the fearless officers go on a night-time stake-
out but end up spooked by their discovery. 
Chief Commissioner Cameron Miekelson is charged with the task of selecting a new slogan for the 
unified police force but is left underwhelmed by his team’s suggestions.  
Elsewhere, streetwise cops, PC McKirdy and PC Singh can’t believe their eyes when they spot a 
cyclist on a bike, on top of a car roof; Sgt Karen Ann Millar showcases the new video messaging 
system; Volunteer Officer Ken Beattie embraces his new state of the art camera; while Bobby Muir 
reports an embarrassing mix-up between an Indian head massage and colonic irrigation.  
Scot Squad – crime-fighters who prove there’s more to Scotland than porridge, pro-golf and The 
Proclaimers. 
 
PC Jack McLaren is played by Jordan Young, PC Sarah Fletcher by Sally Reid, PC Jane McKay by 
Ashley Smith, PC Charlie McIntosh by Chris Forbes, Chief Constable Cameron Miekelson by Jack 
Docherty, Wild Turkey by David Ireland, Farmer Williams by Jim Smith, PC Hugh McKirdy by Grado, 
PC Surjit Singh by Manjot Sumal, Sgt Karen Ann Miller by Karen Bartke, Volunteer Officer Ken 
Beattie by James Kirk and Bobby Muir by Darren Connell.  
 
Scot Squad is a Comedy Unit production for BBC Scotland. 
 
Julie Whiteside  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Càirdeas Cogaidh  NEW 
Monday 10 November 
BBC ALBA 9.00 – 10.00pm 
 
In Càirdeas Cogaidh Donald Meek follows in the footsteps of his great-uncle John Macdonald from 
Tiree, who was killed at the battle of Arras in France during WW1.  
John's story has haunted Donald all his life and in this programme we see how his letters and diary 
entries from the Front take Donald on a poignant and personal journey to France, for the first time, to 
the place where John fell. 
Among John's letters was also one from his officer, Capt John 'Jock' Livingstone Stewart. He survived 
the war and Donald follows in his fascinating footsteps, first to Ghana where he became a pioneering 
vet in the British colonial service, and then to South Africa where he spent his final years supporting 
local black schools and pursuing his hobby of fishing. 
 
Gary McQueen / Rachel Woodford  
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River City 
Tuesday 11 November 
BBC One Scotland HD, 8.00 – 9.00pm 
  
This week in Shieldinch…Scarlett takes decisive action to safeguard her family’s future after the mini 
market shuts up shop; Molly’s windfall stirs up sibling rivalry between Scarlett and big Bob; and Angus 
and Bob’s flat-sharing dreams turn into a nightmare after they fall foul of a scam. 
Scarlett’s finances take a knock when the mini market suddenly goes into receivership. Worried about 
making ends meet, Jimmy gets some manual labour work from Alan but it proves hard going. 



Meanwhile, Eileen uses her council contacts and finds out Scarlett’s job could be safe if the right 
investor buys the mini market. This gets Scarlett thinking and she toys with the idea that she could 
buy and run the shop with Jimmy as a family business. The only trouble is Scarlett’s short of funding - 
but then she recalls Molly’s little windfall that could help finance a new future for her family.  
Later, when Jimmy bemoans Scarlett’s lofty ambitions to Lenny it ignites his interest in the mini 
market business. Much to Scarlett’s fury it looks as though they’ve got competition on their hands.  
However, Big Bob’s furious at Scarlett’s plans for Molly’s money believing she’s taking advantage of 
their mother. Old rivalries between the siblings are stirred up as Scarlett and Bob clash over Molly’s 
cash.  
Elsewhere, Bob isn’t finding it easy living with his gran and uncle. Persuaded by Angus to become 
flatmates, the pair find the perfect flat but it’s not long before they discover it’s too good to be true.  
 
Scarlett is played by Sally Howitt, Molly by Una McLean, big Bob by Tom Urie, Angus by Scott 
Fletcher, Bob by Stephen Purdon, Jimmy by Billy McElhaney, Alan by Stephen McCole, Eileen by 
Deirdre Davis and Lenny by Frank Gallagher.  
 
Julie Whiteside  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Gillean Grinn/The Handsome Lads  NEW 
Tuesday 11 November 
BBC ALBA 9.00 – 10.00pm 
 
A little over 100 years after the death of a Scottish soldier, Gillean Grinn explores the effects that 
WW1 had on a Hebridean community.  
Simon MacQuarrie was amongst the first of 149 North Uist men lost in action in the Great War, Simon 
MacQuarrie was interred in a small garden cemetery in Poperinge, Belgium, a scant 20km from where 
he was fatally injured near Ypres.  
The celebrated poet, Dòmhnall Ruadh Chorùna served with him in the 1st Bn Cameron Highlanders 
and composed the Gaelic elegy to the fallen, "Dh'fhalbh na Gillean Grinn," a harrowing account of 
their part in what is now known as the First Battle of Ypres.  
Gillean Grinn examines how Hebridean communities suffered for decades afterwards. Simon 
MacQuarrie's story is the catalyst for how war affected and shaped North Uist and serves as an 
access point to a wider story. 
 
Gary McQueen / Rachel Woodford  
 
 

FRIDAY 14 NOVEMBER   TELEVISION & RADIO HIGHLIGHTS / BBC WEEK 45 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Children in Need 2014  NEW                                              
Friday 14 November 
BBC Children in Need BBC One, 7.30pm – 10.00pm 
BBC Children in Need BBC Two, 10.00pm – 10.35pm 
BBC Children in Need BBC One, 10.35pm – 2.00am 
 
The biggest names in music and entertainment are coming together for the annual BBC Children in 
Need Appeal show extravaganza.  
The glittering night will be live from the home of EastEnders, Albert Square with Jackie Bird 
presenting live throughout the night from BBC Scotland’s studios in Glasgow.  
Highlights from Scotland include Glasgow band Prides, and a very special one-off rock performance 
from some of BBC Scotland’s best known faces including Jackie Bird, River City’s Tom Urie & Scott 
Fletcher, John Beattie, Judith Ralston and Katrina Bryan (Nina and the Neurons).  
As part of a UK-wide performance, a 140-strong children’s choir made up from schools across Fife will 
sing together with hundreds of children from across the UK.  
There’s also a chance to watch all the best bits from Friday night the following evening on BBC One 
Scotland with further music and films from Scotland. 

 



Andrew Neilson  
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