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MONDAY 3 NOVEMBER 
Viva Variety, Ep1/4  NEW                   BBC One Scotland 
 

TUESDAY 4 NOVEMBER 

River City  TV HIGHLIGHT                  BBC One Scotland 
 
FRIDAY 7 NOVEMBER 

Still Game Live  NEW                   BBC One Scotland 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Viewers outside Scotland can access BBC One Scotland on Sky 141 (HD) & 951, Freesat 108 (HD) & 960, Virgin Media 108 (HD) 
& 862. BBC Two Scotland can be viewed on Sky 142 (HD) & 970, Freesat 970. BBC ALBA is on Sky 143, Freesat 110, Virgin 
Media 188, Freeview 8 (Scotland only). BBC Radio Scotland can be accessed on Sky 0116, Freesat 712, Freeview 719 (Scotland 
only). BBC One Scotland, BBC Two Scotland and BBC ALBA are also available on the BBC iPlayer bbc.co.uk/iplayer & BBC 

Radio Scotland on bbc.co.uk/radioscotland 
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STELLAR CAST ANNOUNCED FOR BBC DRAMA STONEMOUTH, 
ADAPTED FROM THE LATE IAIN BANKS NOVEL 

 
An impressive cast including Peter Mullan, Gary Lewis, Sharon Small, Christian Cooke and Charlotte 
Spencer are to star in new BBC drama, Stonemouth, a two-part dramatization of acclaimed author Iain 
Banks’ novel made by BBC Scotland and Slate North which started shooting in Scotland this week, to air 

on both BBC One Scotland and BBC Two in 2015. 
 
The first TV adaptation of Banks' work since his death in 2013, Stonemouth is a rite-of-passage tale 

delving into love, loyalty and vengeance, focusing on the character of Stewart Gilmour played by 
Christian Cooke (The Promise, Magic City), who returns to the fictional village of Stonemouth for his best 
friend's funeral. Run out of town a year earlier by girlfriend Ellie Murston’s criminal family, Stewart is 

forced to face up to his own past whilst uncovering the sinister truth behind his friend's apparent suicide.  
 
Charlotte Spencer (Glue, Line Of Duty) plays Ellie Murston and her father Don, the no-nonsense head of 

Stonemouth's most notorious criminal family is played by Peter Mullan (Top Of The Lake, Sunshine On 
Leith). Sharon Small (Mistresses, Inspector Lynley Mysteries ) plays Don’s wife and Ellie’s mother, Connie,  
with Gary Lewis (Gangs Of New York , Filth) as local businessman Mike MacAvett. 

 
A BBC Scotland/Slate North co-production for both BBC One Scotland and BBC Two, Stonemouth also 
stars Brian Gleeson (Snow White & The Huntsman, The Eagle), Joy McAvoy (Filth, The Angel’s Share), 

Samuel Robertson (River City, Coronation Street), Kevin Mains (Outlander, Cilla), Jack Greenless 
(Sunset Song, Suspects), Gerard Miller (Short History Of Confetti), Gilly Gilchrist (Doors Open, River City),  
Chris Fulton and Naomi Battrick (My Almost Famous Family, Blood). 

 
Christopher Aird, BBC Scotland's Executive Producer on Stonemouth, says: “I am so pleased some of the 
best acting talent in the country will be appearing in Stonemouth. The scripts are really strong and we are 

very excited to be bringing Iain Banks’ novel to the screen in 2015.” 
 
Andrea Calderwood, Slate North, adds: "I'm delighted that such a fabulous cast is joining us for 

Stonemouth – with David Kane's great scripts and such a strong creative team, it feels like we will be 
doing Iain Banks proud.” 
 

Written by David Kane (The Field Of Blood, Prime Suspect) and directed by Charles Martin (Run, 
Wallander and A&E's US remake of The Returned), BBC's TV adaptation of Stonemouth will film in 
locations around Scotland from the end of October and throughout November 2014 and will air next year.  

 
Stonemouth is a co-commission by Ewan Angus, BBC Scotland's Head of Commissioning and Ben 
Stephenson, Controller of BBC Drama Commissioning. It will be executive produced by Christopher Aird 

for BBC Scotland and Andrea Calderwood for Slate North. 
 
The commission is part of BBC Scotland's commitment to produce distinctive and reflective Scottish 

output and complements distinctive productions including Shetland (BBC One), Sunset Song, Katie 
Morag (CBeebies), Bob Servant (BBC Four), Murder (BBC Two) and new landmark series, Highlands 
(BBC One). 

 
Julie Whiteside  
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Viva Variety, Prog 1/4  NEW 
BBC One Scotland 

Monday 3 November, 7.30-8.00pm 

 
From cabaret stars to comedians, magicians to tribute acts, every weekend ac ross Scotland thousands of 
performers take to the stage to showcase their talents. Viva Variety slaps on the fake tan and digs out the 

sequins, delving into the very real world of Scotland’s variety scene.  
Going behind-the-scenes, this new four-part series showcases what it takes to survive in the demanding, 
and often cutthroat, Scottish entertainment industry.  

The first programme in the series meets three Scottish performers who made their mark on TV talent 
shows and what happened after the reality TV cameras stopped rolling. 
Falkirk granny Barbara Bryceland had been singing in pubs, clubs and holiday parks for 25 years before 

talent show, The Voice, came calling.  
Four years ago, 38-year-old Edward Reid was a drama teacher, searching for the limelight as  a pub 
singer. Then Britain’s Got Talent made him an overnight sensation after performing his unique nursery 

rhyme version of a Snow Patrol song. He recalls: “Even though I got put out…in my head I had won. I had 
just sang in front of, like, 10 million people! It was one of the best moments of my life.” 
Coatbridge single mum of two, Roberta Childs, was a teenager when she had her first taste of fame after 

being signed by record label Sony. Her second chance came when she auditioned for Britain’s Got Talent 
as part of a Girls Aloud tribute act. 
Viva Variety reveals what happened to Barbara, Edward and Roberta after reality TV came calling, 

highlighting how each of them continue to pursue their dreams in pubs, clubs and casinos across 
Scotland.  
Narrated by Susan Calman, Viva Variety is a Matchlight production for BBC Scotland. 

 
Julie Whiteside  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Scot Squad, Prog 2/5 
BBC One Scotland 

Monday 3 November, 10.35-11.05pm 
 

The spoof police comedy continues as Chief Commissioner Cameron Miekelson launches a charm 
offensive with a radio interview; there’s bootlegging at the Beyonce gig; and an assault by a two-headed 
snowman - all in a day’s policing for the Scot Squad team.  

Chief Commissioner Cameron Miekelson launches the force’s new logo during a live BBC Radio Scotland 
interview with Fred MacAulay. That’s if he can get past security first.  
Scotland’s roads can be a dangerous place but rookie traffic cop PC Hugh McKirdy is happy to get up to 

speed with his new policing partner, PC Surjit Singh. 
In the countryside, officers McIntosh and MacKay’s peaceful Sunday morning shift is disrupted when they 
stumble upon a disorientated drunkard sleeping under a bush.  

And when the sun goes down in the city, it’s time for PC Jack McLaren and PC Sarah Fletcher to shine as 
they go in search of a two headed snowman wanted in connection with a street assault.  
Meanwhile, Volunteer Officer Ken Beattie is on the lookout for a recurring counterfeit criminal outside the 

Beyonce gig; call centre worker Maggie Le Beau reveals the weird and wonderful enquiries she handles; 
while desk sergeant Karen Ann Miller deals with Bobby Muir’s latest dilemma – a missing pooch called 
Fridge.  

May the force be with you. 
 



Chief Constable Cameron Miekelson is played by Jack Docherty, Fred MacAulay as himself, PC Hugh 
McKirdy by Grado, PC Surjit Singh by Manjot Sumal, PC Charlie McIntosh by Chris Forbes, PC Jane 

McKay by Ashley Smith, PC Jack McLaren by Jordan Young, PC Sarah Fletcher by Sally Reid, Volunteer 
Officer Ken Beattie by James Kirk, Maggie Le Beau by ML Stone, Sgt Karen Ann Miller by Karen Bartke 
and Bobby Muir by Darren Connell.  

Scot Squad is a Comedy Unit production for BBC Scotland. 
 
Julie Whiteside  

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Trusadh - Call of the Gael/Gairm nan Gaidheal  
Monday 3 November 
BBC ALBA 9.00 – 10.00pm 

 
Trusadh: Call of the Gael follows the journey of different island communities as they take part in a unique, 
ambitious Gaelic arts project led by Pròiseact nan Ealan to commemorate the centenary of the First World 

War. The project explored the crucial role of islanders in the conflict - through drama, music, song and 
exhibition. 
At the heart of the project was the collaboration of the PNE team with five different island communities - in 

Barra, North Uist, Point in Lewis, Harris, and Stornoway. We followed them thrown the ups and downs of 
tight deadlines, long days and weather disruptions, as they worked with the Barra and Point communities 
to create unique and poignant community events. The events have wider resonance as they share the 

stories of how their own specific islands and areas were affected. 
Trusadh: Call of the Gael - the story of what was a moving, and poignant 2014 community landmark arts 
event. 

 
Gary McQueen / Rachel Woodford  
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River City  TV HIGHLIGHT 
Tuesday 4 November 
BBC One Scotland HD, 8.00 – 9.00pm 
  
This week in Shieldinch…a grief-stricken Stevie goes off the rails when a chance encounter with his 
estranged father pushes him back to his drug-taking past; a boys night out between Angus and Bob 

leaves Scarlett reeling; and Alan tells Rhona to stay away from Kirsty.  
Stevie’s world spirals out of control as he struggles to come to terms with Raymond’s murder. Eileen asks 
Stevie to help clear Raymond’s house but the enormity of being where Raymond died proves tough and 

he hits the bottle. 
The following morning, a hungover Stevie takes little Stuart to a park he played as a boy. Revisiting his 
old neighbourhood, Stevie runs into his estranged father, Dave. It’s an awkward reunion and Stevie’s 

eagerness to build bridges with Dave lead to further lies.  
As his deceit and guilt grows, temptation comes calling when Stevie bumps into his old drug dealer, 
Mickey. Drawn back to Mickey like a magnet, Stevie takes up his offer of free heroin, desperate to block 

out the world. 
Back in Shieldinch, Stella frantically searches for Stevie but it’s  Eileen who finds a broken Stevie in a 
lock-up, drugs at the ready. 
Elsewhere, Angus and Bob mend their broken friendship with a boozy night out. The next morning, 
Scarlett wakes to find her living room in a mess and a half-naked Angus on her couch with a girl he 

picked up. Furious, Scarlett tells Bob enough is enough – find somewhere else to live.   



Meanwhile, Alan meets Rhona urging her to stay away from Kirsty unless she guarantees she’ll stick 
around. 

 
Stevie is played by Paul James Corrigan, Angus by Scott Fletcher, Bob by Stephen Purdon, Scarlett by 
Sally Howitt, Alan by Stephen McCole, Rhona by Jo Freer, Kirsty by Bobby Rainsbury, Eileen by Deirdre 

Davis, Stuart by Aidan Doyle-McPherson, Dave by Lewis Howden, Mickey by Greg McCreadie and Stella 
by Keira Lucchesi. 

 
Julie Whiteside  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Vets: Gach Creutair Beo, Ep7/8 
Tuesday 4 November 

BBC ALBA, 8.30 – 9.00pm 
 

This series takes viewers on a journey across Scotland following vets as they tend to animals from small 

to large to very wild. Stories of joy and stories of sadness as we meet all creatures great and small.  
In this programme, Marty the male adult tiger at Highland Wildlife Park has toothache and needs 
treatment. Vets: Gach Creutair Beo looks at what happens when you take 187 kilos of wild animal and 

give it root canal treatment. Local vet Jane Harley has to call in reinforcements to get the job.  
done. Specialist dental vet Norman Johnson from North Berwick has to attend and so does specialist 
exotic animal vet Simon Girling from Edinburgh Zoo. 

Back near Aberdeen, vet David MacKenzie is on A&E duty at VetsNow and has a beautiful Vizsla dog 
called Jack to treat – he has been hit by a car and has a series of injuries. 
Meanwhile in Wick, vet Iain MacLean visits a pig with a sore elbow. Darcy is grumbling in his sty as he is 

examined by Iain, but Darcy's sister Holly has very different accommodation. She sleeps in the living 
room, which may not sound unusual until you realise she is now the size of a three seater sofa.  

 
Gary McQueen / Rachel Woodford  
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Waterloo Road, Ep 4/20  
BBC One 
Wednesday 5 November, 8.00-9.00pm 

 
The students are shocked by the return of Gabriella Wark to the school, while Olga’s birthday creates 
friction between Allie and Vaughan.  Elsewhere, some illicit attractions grow stronger.  

Gabriella Wark returns to Waterloo Road and swears she’s changed her colours. Still reeling from her last 
encounter with Gabriella, Kacey leads the pupils in giving her a frosty welcome and Lisa and Shaznay 
soon mark her out as an easy target. 

Leo and Justin look forward to visiting their mum on her birthday but Vaughan’s preoccupation with the 
occasion causes ripples of anxiety in Allie. 
Justin and Tiffany take advantage of their parents’ distractions to grow even closer, while Sue and 

Hector’s sizzling chemistry comes to a head.  
 
Gabriella is played by Naomi Battrick, Olga by Pooky Quesnel, Allie by Nicola Stephenson, Vaughan by 

Neil Pearson, Kacey by Brogan Ellis, Lisa by Caitlin Gillespie, Shaznay by Je’taime Morgan-Hanley, Leo 
by Zebb Dempster, Justin by Max Bowden, Tiffany by Sammy Oliver, Sue by Vanessa Hehir and Hector 
by Leon Ockenden.  

Waterloo Road is a Shed Production for BBC One through BBC Scotland.  
 



Lee Beattie & Eva Cook, Wire Media  
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Still Game Live  NEW 
BBC One Scotland 

Friday 7 November, 9.00-10.00pm 
 
Showcasing the stage show phenomenon, Still Game Live saw the reunion of the much-loved sitcom in 

front of millions of fans during a mammoth 21-night run at Glasgow’s SSE Hydro Arena this year.  
Seven years since they last worked together, Ford Kiernan and Greg Hemphill reunited as Jack Jarvis 
and Victor McDade, bringing the popular TV show to life on the stage in front of more than 200,000 

people. 
When Jack is faced with the dilemma of attending his daughter's vow renewal in Canada, he decides to 
embrace new technology – Boaby the barman’s tablet - in an attempt to be there from the comfort of The 

Clansman. However, Victor’s promise to be a supportive wing man backfires while Isa tries her best to 
hold her tongue.  
Meanwhile Winston needs a new leg thanks to an incident at the canal, Isa's mushroom soup needs a 

new recipe, Naveed has money in mind at the live shows, while Tam and Boaby face a battle of wills 
against each other.  
Ford Kiernan plays Jack Jarvis, Greg Hemphill as Victor McDade, Gavin Mitchell as Boaby, Jane McCarry 

as Isa, Paul Riley as Winston, Sanjeev Kohli as Naveed and Mark Cox as Tam. Also starring Paul Young 
as Shug, Matt Costello as Stevie and Maureen Carr as Edith.  
 

Julie Whiteside 
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