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Mapping Ulster 

Four hundred years ago, one of 

the most intensively mapped re-

gions in the entire world was not 

the new territories of the Ameri-

cas, or the exotic spice trails of 

the Far East. It was a place much 

closer to home – Ulster - among 

the first state colonisations of the 

new Great Britain. 

Mapping Ulster, BBC One Northern Ireland, Monday, April 29, 10.35pm

Mapping Ulster is a fascinating documentary 
made for BBC Northern Ireland by Hardy 
Pictures, which unearths a treasure trove of 
maps and stories dramatically revealing the 
foundation of the Ulster we live in today. 

In this programme on BBC One Northern 
Ireland on Monday, April 29 at 10.35pm, 
leading Renaissance and mapping historian, 
Professor Jerry Brotton, explores North-
ern Ireland’s vivid origins, tracing the arrival 
and impact of Scots and English migrants 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 

through a unique collection of extraordi-
nary maps. 

From the first settlements on the Ards 
Peninsula, to the London Companies’ cor-
porate development of the lands around 
Derry, each map tells its own story: of war 
and conquest, of an influx of entrepreneurs 
and adventurers and of a wild landscape 
transformed into a network of towns. Col-
lectively, the maps provide an extraordinary 
eye witness guide to one of the most tur-
bulent periods in Ulster’s history.

Fascinating documentary unearthing a treasure trove of maps and stories  
revealing the foundation of the Ulster we live in today

Professor Jerry Brotton presents Mapping Ulster, BBC One Northern Ireland, Monday, April 29 at 10.35pm 
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Jerry’s quest takes him from the archives 

and great houses of Northern Ireland to a 

series of stunning locations across Ulster, 

Scotland and London. 

He visits the inaugural site of the O’Neills 

at Tullahogue, the ancient woodland at 

Drumlamph, he walks Londonderry’s city 

walls and investigates the castle and town 

at Killyleagh. 

The programme also uses 21st Century 

technology to bring historic maps to life, 

animating detailed artwork of conquest 

and land development, analysing social and 

economic data woven into the fabric of the 

maps, and using satellite imagery to pull 

400-year-old landscapes into the present. 

Professor Jerry Brotton says of his expe-

rience: “Maps offer a unique window into 

The Raven Map held in the North Down Museum which features as part of Mapping Ulster on BBC One Northern Ireland on Monday, April 29 at 10.35pm 

the past, and nowhere more than in the 

extraordinary collection that charts the 

history of Ulster from the late sixteenth 

century. 

“Filming ‘Mapping Ulster’ across Northern 

Ireland last summer gave me a fascinating 

insight into both the geography and the his-

tory of Ulster. I saw at first-hand how much 

had changed - but also what had endured - 

in the region over the past 400 years. 

“As a cartographic historian I had seen early 

maps of Ulster, from speculative Elizabethan 

maps of the north of Ireland, through Ri-

chard Bartlett’s maps, showing the military 

campaigns of the Nine Years’ War to Tho-

mas Raven’s maps of the settlement of Lon-

donderry in the 1620s. But what amazed 

me was the extraordinary beauty of many 

of these maps, and how instrumental they 

were to the profound changes that took 
place to the landscape and people of Ulster 
throughout this defining moment in its his-
tory.”

The film’s producer/director Andrea Mc-
Cartney observes: “It’s difficult to imagine 
the world of 400 years ago. The maps help 
make that leap. The map-makers are artists. 
They have drawn the timber-framed hous-
es, the forests, the castles and noted the 
names of the people who lived there; the 
detail is incredible. They were as innovative 
in their time as satellite mapping technol-
ogy is today. What’s really exciting is that 
they provide a visual record and fresh per-
spective on the plantation of Ulster.”

Mapping Ulster is a Hardy Pictures produc-
tion for BBC Northern Ireland, part-funded 
by Northern Ireland Screen’s Ulster-Scots 

Broadcast Fund. 
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Ardoyne – Our Lives 

Being a teenager can be a roller-

coaster ride, but what if you are 

born into one of the most socially 

and economically deprived areas 

in Northern Ireland?

 

According to the most recent figures from 

the Northern Ireland Statistics and Re-

search Agency, Belfast’s Ardoyne area ranks 

as one of the top 10 most socially and 

economically deprived electoral wards in 

Northern Ireland. 

 

Ardoyne - Our Lives on BBC One North-

ern Ireland on Tuesday, April 30 at 10.35pm, 

is an illuminating and surprising observa-

tional documentary of teenage life in this 

area of north Belfast. 

 

The film follows the lives of three Catholic 

teenagers over a period of five months. 

 

Viewers will see their ordinary hopes and 

dreams shaped by an area which has seen 

its fair share of trouble and by the adults 

who live there. The film also shows them 

getting on with their normal lives, consid-

ering how they fare when social and eco-

nomic difficulties are a daily reality.

 

Pee Wee, is smaller and younger than the 

other boys he hangs out with. He is a  

Ardoyne – Our Lives, BBC One Northern Ireland, Tuesday, April 30, 10.35pm

An illuminating and surprising observational film of teenage life

Pee Wee, one of the teenagers who features in Ardoyne – Our Lives, BBC One Northern Ireland, Tuesday, 
April 30 at 10.35pm

Bethany, a teenager from North Belfast, who takes part in Ardoyne – Our Lives, BBC One Northern Ireland, 
Tuesday, April 30 at 10.35pm
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typical ‘corner kid’ – bored and looking for 
something to do. The streets of the Ardoy-
ne are his playground and his mates form 
an important part of his world.
 
Conor is calm, thoughtful and admits he is 
not an academic. He shares his hopes to 
take up a career as a boxer. Well aware this 
might not happen Conor is willing to put in 
the hard work and take his chances. 

Conor, an aspiring boxer from Belfast’s Ardoyne, who features in Ardoyne – Our Lives, BBC One Northern Ireland, Tuesday, April 30 at 10.35pm  

The Ardoyne area of Belfast 

Bethany is driven to school by her father 
because it can only be accessed via a Prot-
estant area. She is naïve to the politics going 
on around her. However her stepfather, Pe-
ter, can remember when times were more 
troubled and dangerous in the area.
 
Aaron Black, the film’s producer/director, 
said: “Ardoyne is an area mostly associated 
with Northern Ireland’s violent history and 

its continued ripple effects to this day. How-

ever I wanted to see what life was like for a 

typical teenager there. This film reflects the 

innocence of youth and the importance of 

friends and family.”

 

Ardoyne – Our Lives is on BBC One 

Northern Ireland on Tuesday, April 30 at 

10.35pm.
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The Nolan Show

The Nolan Show returns live to 

BBC One Northern Ireland on 

Wednesday, May 1 at 10.35pm for 

a new six-week run. 

Expect hard-hitting debate, heated  

exchanges and probing interviews as 

Stephen Nolan tackles the topical issues of 

the week – both locally and nationally – and 

delves deeper into the headlines and issues 

that matter to the people of Northern  

Ireland. 

Each edition of The Nolan Show will also 

feature a one-on-one big interview with 

an individual with a remarkable story 

to tell and there will also be a series of  

special probes into issues that have the 

public worked up.

All this will, of course, be debated by a 

live studio audience and invited panellists. 

And because the show is fully interactive, 

viewers can engage directly via phone, text,  

e-mail, Twitter, Facebook and Skype.

The Nolan Show, BBC One Northern Ireland, Wednesday, May 1, 10.35pm

Stephen Nolan returns to BBC One NI to tackle the issues of the day

The Nolan Show with Stephen Nolan returns to BBC Northern Ireland 

Stephen says: “I’m looking forward to  

getting started with this new run of The  

Nolan Show. The television programme 

gives us another platform to really grap-

ple with the subjects that are getting un-

der people’s skin, and of course, it gives the 

public another platform on which to have 

their say.

“We won’t be shying away from the big 

debates that matter to people here. We’re 

determined to get to the heart of the news 

stories and issues that matter and to not 

only ask the questions that count – but to 

ensure we get the answers and results our 

viewers expect and deserve.”

The Nolan Show, BBC One Northern  

Ireland, Wednesdays at 10.35pm.

Tickets are available for this series from 

the BBC website, bbc.co.uk/tickets. The 

Nolan Show is popular with audiences 

and to provide an opportunity for as many  

different people as possible to attend,  

successful ticket applicants will only be able 

to attend one programme in the upcoming 

series. All tickets are non-transferable and 

photographic identification is required.


