
PIANO SEASON ON THE BBC 
Programme Information 

 
Piano Season on the BBC is a major six-week season across Radio and Television 
celebrating a single instrument that has the ability to convey a range of emotions and 
the power of a whole orchestra.  We’ll be exploring this remarkable instrument and its 
influence from the 1700s to the present day, as well as delving into the lives of the 
people behind the piano and the music 
 
DAILY on BBC Radio 3 
From Monday 17th September to Monday 29th October  
 
50 Greats 
Every morning the breakfast team will hear from Peter Donohoe selecting his fifty great 
pianists of all time. 
 
Essential Classics 
Each week we’ll visit different parts of the world to delve into the piano music and 
people behind it, from our homeland in week one, to Russia in the final week via Italy, 
the Far East, America and more. We’ll also hear Rob Cowan and Sarah Walker’s take on 
the day’s Peter Donohoe 50 with an extended recorded performance. 
 
Composer of the Week 
The life, careers and music of notable pianist/composers through the ages, including 
Clementi, Chopin, Field, Liszt, Debussy, Rachmaninov and Medtner. 
 
Lunchtime Concert  
Featuring, items from specially recorded recitals from the likes of Stephen Osborne, 
Barry Douglas, Noriko Ogawa and Cedric Tiberghien. 
 
Afternoon on 3 
A daily survey of the greatest and most inspirational piano concertos alongside some 
rarely heard concerto from the Romantic Age. 
 
In Tune 
A downloadable “A-Z of the piano” exploring virtually every facet of the instrument from 
Action, to Boogie Woogie and Competitions, all the way through to Zany.  In Tune will 
also include classic recordings of featured pieces from Radio 3’s partners for Piano 
Season: the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music and Trinity College London 
piano examination syllabuses.   
 
Live in Concert  
Every Monday we’ll be bringing you a live piano recital featuring international pianists 
such as the South Korean Sunwook Kim (the 2006 Winner of the Leeds), Pascal and Ami 
Rogé from France, Alexei Grnyuk from the Ukraine, Russian’s Evgenia Rubinova; Huw 
Watkins and Ashley Wass performing Robin Holloway’s affectionate tribute to Bach’s 
Goldberg Variations, “The Gilded Goldbergs”; and BBC Radio 3 New Generation Artist 



Igor Levit performing one of the most remarkable of all modern piano pieces, Rzewski’s 
“Variations on The People United Shall Never Be Defeated”. The Monday series will  
conclude with a BBC National Orchestra of Wales special Gala Concert given as part of 
Children In Need featuring pianists Noriko Ogawa, Kathryn Stott and Valentina Lisitsa 
alongside an array of special guests.  
 
During the concert intervals Sara Mohr-Pietsch and guests will answer audience 
questions about the piano in ‘Piano Keys’. 
 
Jazz Record Requests 
Alyn Shipton will present an on-going selection of favourite jazz piano requests. 
 
Geoffrey Smith’s Jazz  
Geoffrey takes his own distinctive look at some key jazz piano genres 
 
Jazz Line Up 
A special 70th birthday concert for British jazz pianist John Taylor. 
 
Jazz on 3 - a series of special jazz events including a specially recorded concert with Uri 
Caine; a session with left-hand jazz pianist Robert Mitchell; British Jazz pianist Ivo Neame 
and his Octet in Concert; a Jazz Piano Improvisation Battle. 
 
Through the Night 
Will be focusing on piano concerts from some of the European Festivals.  With piano- 
inspired contributions in Night Waves, the Essay and CD Review.   
 
Saturday Classics 
Lang Lang will take part in a special Saturday Classics with a personal reflection on his life 
with the piano and a choice of recordings that reflect his thoughts about the instrument.  
We’ll also hear from artists such as the Labeque Sisters and Emma Forbes on the music 
that inspires and moves them. 
 
Downloadable Masterclasses 
David Owen Norris will give a half hour master-class in partnership with another of BBC 
Radio 3’s partners, the Incorporated Society of Musicians (ISM).  “Sooner or Later: The 
poetry of the piano” will offer an engaging insight into how a percussion instrument can 
aspire to achieve the expressive qualities of the human voice. With tips and tricks, and 
assisted by a range of talented pianists, this online master-class aims to appeal as much 
to the interested enthusiast as to the accomplished pianist.  It will be available for 
download from the 17th September.        
 

 
Thursday 13 September 
 

19:30-21:30 
Live from the Leeds Piano Competition, 
Semi-finals 

An introduction to the six finalists of this 
year’s competition through highlights 
recorded during their semi-final recitals.  



BBC Radio 3 
 

Petroc Trelawny will be joined by pianists 
Kathryn Stott and Benjamin Frith for 
comment and insight.   

 
Friday 14 September 
 

19:30-22:00 
Live from the Leeds Piano Competition, 
Finals  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Live broadcast of three of the six concertos 
from the Leeds International Piano 
Competition Finals.  
 

 
Saturday 15 September 
 

18:30 – 21:30 
Live from the Leeds Piano Competition, 
Finals  
BBC Radio 3 
 
 

As part of Piano Season on the BBC, Petroc 
Trelawny presents live from the final night of 
the 17th Leeds International Piano 
Competition, from the Leeds Town Hall.  
 
Petroc is joined by pianists Kathryn Stott and 
Benjamin Frith for insight and comment as 
each of tonight's three competitors joins the 
Halle Orchestra and Sir Mark Elder for a 
performance of a concerto of their choice.  
Previous Leeds winners have included names 
such as Radu Lupu, Murray Perahia, Artur 
Pizarro and Sunwook Kim.  

15:00-17:00 
Saturday Classics  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Child prodigy turned global superstar, Lang 
Lang will present an edition of Saturday 
Classics with a personal reflection on his life 
with the piano and a choice of recordings 
that reflect his thoughts about the 
instrument. 
 

 
Sunday 16  September  
 

09:00 – 12:00 
Sunday Morning 
 
  

Every Sunday Rob Cowan chooses a selection 
of vintage artists recordings as part of the 
BBC Piano Season. Today, Vladimir Horowitz. 

14:00 – 16:00 
Live from the Leeds Piano Competition, 
Gala concert 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Gala concert live from the Leeds 
International Piano Competition featuring 
the six finalists in recital, introduced from 
the stage of The Great Hall of the University 
of Leeds by Petroc Trelawny.  

  



Monday 17 September 
 

06:30 – 09:00 
Breakfast  
BBC Radio 3 
 

At the start of each week we have Piano 
Mondays on BBC Radio 3 with nearly every 
programme devoting its output to some 
aspect of the piano and pianism. Breakfast 
launches this with a varied selection of piano 
recordings, a Piano “Your Call” in which 
listeners recollect their favourite piano 
stories and suggest a favourite piece of piano 
music.  From 8.30am, Peter Donohoe's 50 
Greats – a personal introduction from a 
much loved concert pianist to one of his 
piano heroes. 

09:00 – 12:00 
Essential Classics 
BBC Radio 3 

In the first couple of hours, Sarah Walker 
reflects on some of the great piano 
recordings from pianists and composers 
from the British Isles. She also offers her own 
thoughts about Peter Donohoe’s pianist 

12:00 – 13:00  
Composer of the week: Clementi (1 of 5) 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Donald Macleod focuses on the life and 
music of Muzio Clementi, popularly known 
as ‘the father of the pianoforte’. Donald 
takes a trip to Finchcocks Musical Museum in 
Goudhurst, Kent, to look at a unique 
selection of Clementi pianos and marks the 
contribution Clementi has made to piano 
literature, with works ranging from his Opus 
40 and 50 piano sonatas, through brilliant 
virtuoso pieces to graded works written 
specially for learners, and perhaps more 
surprisingly for a composer who's so closely 
associated with the piano, the series also 
includes some rarely heard symphonic jewels 
of their day and selected chamber music. 
 

13:00 – 14:00 
Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Live from Wigmore Hall in London, Louise 
Fryer introduces a programme of songs by 
Brahms and Liszt, performed by former 
baritone and BBC Radio 3 New Generation 
Artist Henk Neven, with pianist Hans 
Eijsackers. 
 

14:00 - 16:30 
Afternoon on 3  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Afternoon on 3 make a feature of some of 
the great Piano Concertos in the repertoire, 
including the chance to hear all the 
concertos that the Leeds’ Finalists choose 



from. In today’s programme, two BBC 
recordings of works by Mozart: Piano 
Concerto No. 20 in D minor (with Maria Joao 
Pires) and 21 in C (with Rudolph 
Buchbinder).       

16:30 - 19:30 
In Tune  
BBC Radio 3 
 

We begin the A-Z of the piano with critically 
acclaimed pianist Benjamin Grosvenor as he 
talks about ‘Actions’. Also piano guests, 
including Jonathan Biss and Tom Poster, and 
a chance to meet one of our BBC team of 
piano learners.  
 

19:30 – 21:30 
Live in Concert 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Piano Monday Recital  
Presented by Tom Redmond. Sunwook Kim, 
the 2006 Leeds Winner, and one of the 
youngest winners in the competition’s 
history performs a programme of Beethoven 
and Schubert Sonatas from the Cosmo 
Rodewald Hall, Manchester.  In the interval 
of the concert, Sara Mohr-Pietsch presents 
“Piano Keys”, a chance for listeners to phone 
in with questions about the piano. 
 

23:00 – 00:30 
Jazz on 3  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Jez Nelson presents US pianist and composer 
Uri Caine in concert with his trio. Caine is 
perhaps best known for his radical and 
sometimes controversial reinterpretations of 
classical repertoire by Mahler, Beethoven 
and Bach, while he is also prolific as an 
orchestral composer. In recent years he has 
performed with East-Coast musicians such as 
Dave Douglas and John Zorn, also devising 
the drum 'n' bass-inspired Bedrock Trio. In 
this performance, recorded at Ronnie 
Scott's, he returns to a more traditional 
piano trio format. He is joined by one of New 
York's most prolific bass players, John 
Hebert, who performs with avant-garde 
musicians such as Mary Halvorson as well as 
more straightahead groups led by the likes of 
pianist Fred Hersch; and drummer Clarence 
Penn, known for his textural approach and 
for appearing with, among others, French 
saxophonist Richard Galliano and bass player 
Charlie Haden. 

 



Tuesday 18 September 
 

06.30 - 9.00 
Breakfast  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Sara Mohr-Pietsch presents BBC Radio 3's 
classical music breakfast show, featuring the 
next instalment of Peter Donohoe's 50 Great 
Pianists. 

09.00 – 12.00 
Essential Classics 
BBC Radio 3 
 

In the first two hours, including Sarah 
Walker's recommended performance by the 
next pianist in Peter Donohoe's 50 Greats. 
This week's focus is British piano music and 
pianism. 
 

12:00 – 13:00  
Composer of the week: Clementi (2 of 5) 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Now a famous figure in London, in the 
summer of 1780 Muzio Clementi decides to 
spread his wings. After an enthusiastic 
reception from Marie Antoinette in Paris, at 
the invitation of the Emperor Joseph II, he 
travels to Vienna, where an enthralling piano 
contest with Mozart takes place. Presented 
by Donald Macleod. 

13:00 – 14:00 
Lunchtime 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Katie Derham presents the first of four 
programmes of highlights from the RNCM 
Chamber Music Series, recorded earlier this 
year at the Royal Northern College of Music 
in Manchester. Includes pianist Steven 
Osborne playing Ravel’s Valses nobles et 
sentimentales and La Valse. 

14:00 – 16:30 
Afternoon on 3  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Katie Derham this week explores the 
influence of some of Europe's leading period 
instrument exponents. And there's a chance 
to explore some of the key concertos in any 
concert pianist's repertoire.  Today, the  
Mozart Piano Concerto No. 24 in C minor. 

16:30 – 18:30 
In Tune  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Presented by Sean Rafferty. The A-Z of the 
piano continues with Chilli Gonzales talking 
about ‘Boogie-Woogie’. 

 
Wednesday 19 September 
 

06:30 – 9:00 
Breakfast  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Sara Mohr-Pietsch presents BBC Radio 3's 
classical music breakfast show, featuring the 
next instalment of Peter Donohoe's 50 
Greats 

09:00 – 12:00 In the first couple of hours including Sarah 



Essential Classics 
BBC Radio 3 

Walker's recommended performance of 
Bach’s Partita No.1 in B flat major by the 
next pianist in Peter Donohoe's survey of 50 
Great Pianists. This week's focus is British 
piano music and pianism. 

12:00 – 13:00  
Composer of the week: Clementi (3 of 5) 
BBC Radio 3 
 

As well as being a successful composer and 
virtuoso keyboard player Muzio Clementi 
was also a very successful piano 
manufacturer and music publisher. Today, 
Donald Macleod is at Finchcocks Musical 
Museum in Goudhurst in Kent to look at how 
Clementi was able to exploit these business 
interests while still maintaining a profile as a 
musician. 

13:00 – 14:00 
Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Katie Derham introduces the second of four 
programmes with highlights from the RNCM 
Chamber Music Festival recorded earlier this 
year at the Royal Northern College of Music 
in Manchester. Pianist Steven Osborne plays 
a selection of pieces by Ravel: Pavane pour 
une infant défunte; Menuet sur le nom 
d'Haydn; A la manière de...Chabrier; A la 
manière de...Borodin; Serenade Grotesque; 
Menuet in C sharp minor; Jeux d'eau; 
Prelude; Gaspard de la nuit; Second 
movement from Mother Goose suite. 

14:00 – 15:30 
Afternoon on 3  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Katie Derham this week explores the 
influence of some of Europe's leading period 
instrument exponents. And there's a chance 
to explore some of the key concertos in any 
concert pianist's repertoire, including Liszt’s 
Piano Concerto no 2 in A, S.125, performed 
by Pascal Amoyel on an Erard piano from the 
1850s. 

16:30 – 18:30 
In Tune  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Presented by Sean Rafferty.  The A-Z of the 
piano continues with Top Gear’s James May 
talking about Competitions. 

 
Thursday 20 September 
 

00:30 – 06:30 
Through the Night 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Jonathan Swain presents a piano recital by 
Peter Donohoe recorded earlier this year at 
the Queen Elizabeth Hall, London.  Including 
Debussy’s Estampes for piano, Brahms’ Six 



pieces, Op.118, Liszt’s Premiere annee from 
Annees de pelerinage, and Debussy’s L’isle 
joyeuse for piano. 

06:30 – 9:00 
Breakfast  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Sara Mohr-Pietsch presents BBC Radio 3's 
classical music breakfast show, featuring the 
next instalment of Peter Donohoe's 50 
Great.s 

09:00 – 12:00 
Essential Classics 
BBC Radio 3 

In the first two hours, Sarah Walker's 
recommended performance of Beethoven’s 
Sonata in C, Op.53, by the next pianist in 
Peter Donohoe's 50 Greats. This week's 
focus is British piano music and pianism. 
 

12:00 – 13:00  
Composer of the week: Clementi (4 of 5) 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Today Donald Macleod is at Finchcocks 
Musical Museum in Goudhurst, Kent to take 
a look around its collection of Clementi 
pianos, which range in shape, size and finish 
from a top of the range Grand Piano made in 
1822, to more modest models made for 
domestic use.   

13:00 – 14:00 
Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Katie Derham introduces the third of four 
programmes of highlights from the RNCM 
Chamber Music Festival recorded earlier this 
year at the Royal Northern College of Music 
in Manchester. Including pianist Steven 
Osborne playing Ravel’s Menuet Antique and 
Ravel’s Miroirs. 

16:30 – 18:30 
In Tune  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Presented by Sean Rafferty.  In Tune's A to Z 
of the Piano continues today with D for 
Duets - with contributions from one of the 
world's longest-standing and best-loved duet 
partners - the Labeque sisters Katya and 
Marielle. The series of bite-sized features 
provides context, history and background 
information broadcast in daily instalments 
on In Tune and available to download as a 
podcast. 

19:30 – 22:00 
Live in Concert 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Live from Bridgewater Hall, Manchester, and 
presented by Martin Handley. 
 
Mark Elder and the Hallé are joined by 
Sunwook Kim in Brahms' Second Piano 
Concerto.  In 2006, at the age of just 
eighteen, Korean pianist Sunwook Kim 



became the youngest winner of the 
prestigious Leeds International Piano 
Competition for forty years. In these 
concerts he joins Sir Mark Elder and the 
Hallé Orchestra for a performance of 
Brahms's majestic Second Piano Concerto, a 
work that will showcase both his refined 
sense of lyricism and immaculate technique. 

 
Friday 21 September 
 

06:30 – 9:00 
Breakfast  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Sara Mohr-Pietsch presents BBC Radio 3's 
classical music breakfast show, featuring the 
next instalment of Peter Donohoe's 50 Great 
Pianists as part of Piano Season on the BBC. 

09:00 – 12:00 
Essential Classics 
BBC Radio 3 

In the first two hours, Sarah Walker's 
recommended performance of Mozart’s 
Piano Concerto in A, K.414, by the next 
pianist in Peter Donohoe's survey of 50 Great 
Pianists. This week's focus is British piano 
music and pianism. 

12:00 – 13:00  
Composer of the week: Clementi (5 of 5) 
BBC Radio 3 
 

By the time of his death in 1832, Muzio 
Clementi was an influential figure on the 
London musical scene and a founding 
member of what's now known as the Royal 
Philharmonic Society. In conclusion, Donald 
Macleod sums up the composer's diverse 
achievements and discovers from Clementi's 
great great great grandson how the Clementi 
name continues to be associated with music 
through Finchcocks Musical Museum. Music 
includes Clementi’s Prelude I (alla Clementi) 
and the Capriccio in C major, Op.47 no.2, 
performed by Howard Shelley. 

13:00 – 14:00 
Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Katie Derham presents the last of four 
programmes of highlights of the RNCM 
Chamber Music Festival, recorded at the 
Royal Northern College of Music in 
Manchester earlier this year. Including 
Steven Osborne playing Ravel’s Sonatine for 
piano and Le tombeau de Couperin.  

14:00 – 16:30  
Afternoon on 3  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Katie Derham this week explores the 
influence of some of Europe's leading period 
instrument exponents. And there's a chance 



to explore some of the key concertos in any 
concert pianist's repertoire: Beethoven’s 
Piano Concertos No.2 in B flat (performed by 
Martin Helmchen), and No.1 in C (performed 
by Leif Ove Andsnes). 

16:30 – 18:30 
In Tune  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Presented by Sean Rafferty.  
The A-Z of the piano continues with Sir Tim 
Smit, creator of the Eden Project as he talks 
about ‘Encores’ and we hear another 110%: 
ideal performance of a piece from an 
examination syllabus. Today Edward 
MacDowell’s To A Wild Rose from the 
ABRSM Grade 5 examination.   

 
Saturday 22 September 
 

07:00 – 9:00 
Breakfast  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Martin Handley presents BBC Radio 3's 
breakfast show, celebrating Piano Season on 
the BBC, with the next pianist in Peter 
Donohoe’s 50 Greats.  

09:00 – 12:15 
CD Review 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Including an interview with pianist Pierre-
Laurent Aimard and a round-up of new piano 
releases. Presented by Andrew McGregor. 

12:15 – 13:00 
Music Matters 
BBC Radio 3 
 

As a tribute in the centenary year of John 
Cage and in, perhaps, the first DIY 
programme ever to be broadcast on BBC 
Radio 3, the inimitable pianist and comedian 
Rainer Hersch learns how to prepare a piano.  
 
Cage first prepared a piano when he was 
commissioned to write for the dance work 
Bacchanale. The venue was too small for 
Cage's percussion group and the only 
instrument available was a piano. Cage was 
excited by the possibility of "placing in the 
hands of a single pianist the equivalent of an 
entire percussion orchestra" and went on to 
compose over thirty pieces using a variety of 
items to prepare his piano. 
 
Cage coined the term "prepared piano" and 
was arguably the composer who made the 
technique famous. Earlier composers such as 
Henry Cowell and Erik Satie had contributed 
to the idea but some musicologists believe 
the technique goes back to the early 



nineteenth century when paper was placed 
over piano strings. 
 
In an unusual and humorous programme 
Rainer composes his own piece for the 
prepared piano using a manual written by 
Richard Bunger Evans, a close associate of 
John Cage.  
 
The Royal College of Music plays host and 
Rainer's hand is held during the preparation 
by the college's expert Chris Moulton. Arne 
Gieshoff and William Cole, two RCM 
students, will also be taking part playing 
their own short pieces for the prepared 
piano and talking about how they have been 
influenced by Cage. The programme is 
illustrated by works from Cage himself.   

15:00 – 16:00  
Saturday Classics  
BBC Radio 3 
 

A personal take on classical music from a 
range of presenters.  Today piano duet 
partners Katia and Marielle Labeque choose 
music that has been important to them from 
childhood to the present day.  

17:15 – 18:15 
Jazz Record Requests 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Jazz Record Requests joins in the BBC Piano 
Season with listeners' requests for music by 
great jazz pianists. Alyn Shipton presents 
music by a range of players including Bill 
Evans, Albert Ammons, Willie “The Lion” 
Smith and Oscar Peterson.  

 
Sunday 23 September 
 

07:00 – 09:00 
Breakfast  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Martin Handley presents BBC Radio 3's 
breakfast show, celebrating Piano Season on 
the BBC.  With an introduction to another 
two of Peter Donohoe’s 50 Greats 

09:00 – 12:00 
Sunday Morning 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Rob Cowan celebrates the greatest 
recordings by Ignace Friedman of works by 
Chopin and Liszt. Plus more music by Peter 
Donohoe's piano great of the day. 

19:45 – 20:30 
Sunday Feature 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Piano Tales – A Social History of the Piano 

Michael Goldfarb explores the development 
and enduring appeal of the piano across 
social and geographic divides from Austrian 
aristocracy to the aspiring middle classes of 
China.  



Throughout its development, from its origins 
in Italy and Austria to its astonishing success 
in 21st century China the piano has been 
making a making a mark way beyond the 
niche world of the professional musician. 
Michael talks to people who play, work on, 
and sell these most expensive of instruments 
and gets a sense of their place in the aspiring 
societies of 19th century Europe, 20th 
century America and Asia and modern China.  

 
Monday 24 September 
 

06:30 – 9:00 
Breakfast  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Sara Mohr-Pietsch presents BBC Radio 3's 
classical breakfast show, featuring the next 
instalment of Peter Donohoe's 50 Greats 

09:00 – 12:00 
Essential Classics 
BBC Radio 3 
 

In the first two hours, Sarah Walker reflects 
on some of the great piano recordings from 
pianists and composers from France. 
Including Sarah’s recommended 
performance by the next pianist in Peter 
Donohoe's 50 Greats. 
 

12:00 – 13:00  
Composer of the week: Chopin/Field  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Donald Macleod in conversation with the 
pianist Míċeál O'Rourke, explores two piano 
giants, the towering Romantic Fryderyk 
Chopin, and the Father of the Nocturne John 
Field.  
 
John Field was considered the greatest 
pianist of his day, living an eccentric life in 
Russia, and admired across Europe by the 
likes of Hummel, Liszt, Schumann and Spohr. 
His talents as a pianist were renowned, and 
he taught many students including Glinka.  
 
During Chopin's early career, he was often 
asked if he was the pupil of John Field, which 
Chopin found flattering. Both composers 
developed enviable reputations as 
performers and composers, yet they both 
died relatively young due to illnesses they'd 
long suffered from. During the week, Donald 
Macleod will explore the legacy of both 
composers, and how Field may have 
influenced works later composed by Chopin. 



14:00 – 16:30 
Afternoon on 3  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Afternoon on 3 continue this week with Katie 
Derham including a daily look at a great 
Piano Concerto. Today, Beethoven’s Piano 
Concertos Nos.3 & 4. 

 

16:30 – 18:30 
In Tune  
BBC Radio 3 
 

The A-Z of the piano continues with ‘F’ for 
‘Fingers’. 

19:30 – 22:00 
Live in Concert 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Tom Redmond presents a concert from 
Wyastone Leys near Monmouth, featuring 
Pascal and Ami Rogé playing piano duos by 
Debussy, Ravel and Poulenc.  In the interval 
of the concert, Sara Mohr-Pietsch presents 
“Piano Keys”, a chance for listeners to phone 
in with questions about the piano. 

22:45 – 23:00 
The Essay  
BBC Radio 3 
 

TV presenter and Art Critic Alistair Sooke 
talks about the role of the piano in art. 

23:00 – 00:30 
Jazz on 3  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Jez Nelson presents an exclusive session by 
British pianist Alexander Hawkins and his 
sextet. Hawkins is one of the most distinctive 
pianists to have emerged in the last few 
years, embracing the avant-garde 
improvisation tradition as well as drawing on 
a wide range of jazz and classical influences. 
He co-leads the transatlantic Convergence 
Quartet with cornetist Taylor Ho Bynum, and 
plays Hammond organ in trio Decoy, who 
recently collaborated with veteran 
saxophonist Joe McPhee. The debut of his 
UK-based six-piece ensemble was widely 
received as one of the best albums of 2009, 
and this session features new material from 
an as-yet unrecorded third album. The group 
combines composed themes with delicately 
constructed collective improvisation, and its 
new line-up features violinist Dylan Bates, 
reeds player Shabaka Hutchings, guitarist 
Otto Fischer, bass player Neil Charles and 
Tom Skinner on drums. 

 
Tuesday 25 September 
 

06:30 – 9:00 Sara Mohr-Pietsch presents BBC Radio 3's 



Breakfast  
BBC Radio 3 
 

classical breakfast show, featuring the next 
instalment of Peter Donohoe's 50 Greats. 

09:00 – 12:00 
Essential Classics 
BBC Radio 3 
 

In the first two hours, Sarah Walker reflects 
on some of the great piano recordings from 
pianists and composers from France. 
Including Sarah’s recommended 
performance by the next pianist in Peter 
Donohoe's 50 Greats. 
                  

12:00 – 13:00  
Composer of the week: Chopin/Field  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Donald Macleod in conversation with the 
pianist Míċeál O'Rourke.    
 
John Field was now quickly establishing 
himself as a piano virtuoso in London, and 
was soon in demand for portrait painters and 
medallists. One picture to have survived 
from around 1800 shows Field to be sat, quill 
in hand, in the very act of composing his 
early Sonata in A major for the piano. These 
first sonatas Field dedicated to Clementi. 
 
Clementi planned a business trip to Paris, 
and then on to St Petersburg, and Field 
journeyed with him. It was in Russia that 
Field would make his home for the rest of his 
life, and quickly established himself amongst 
the rich and aristocratic. For these 
aristocratic circles, Field composed a number 
of chamber works, including his 
Divertissement no.1 in E major. 
 
Field now became so popular in both 
Moscow and St Petersburg, that he had an 
apartment in both cities. He kept his own 
servants and carriage, and often wouldn't 
turn up for appointments and lessons, but 
instead enjoy himself with friends drinking 
champagne, and smoking Havana cigars. 
Russian music did influence some of the 
works Field went on to compose, including 
his Variations on Kamarinskaya in B flat. 
 
The Kamarinskaya variations by Field proved 
to be a source of inspiration to the younger 
composer Fryderyk Chopin, as pianist Míċeál 
O'Rourke demonstrates. This is evident in 



Chopin's Variations in B flat on La ci darem la 
mano opus 2, which marked the composer's 
arrival on an international music stage. 
 
Chopin like Field, moved away from his 
native land, and both composers went on to 
push the boundaries of piano playing and 
writing. For Chopin, this is very evident in his 
Ballades, such as Ballade no.1 in G minor. 

14:00 – 16:30 
Afternoon on 3  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Afternoon on 3 continues its daily look at a 
great Piano Concertos. Today, Beethoven’s 
Piano Concerto No.5. 

 

16:30 – 18:30 
In Tune  
BBC Radio 3 
 

The A-Z of the piano continues with ‘G’ for 
‘Glenn Gould’. 

22:45 – 23:00 
The Essay  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Author and pianist Stuart Isacoff explores 
four different types of piano playing. 

 
Wednesday 26 September 
 

06:30 – 9:00 
Breakfast  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Sara Mohr-Pietsch presents BBC Radio 3's 
classical breakfast show, featuring the next 
instalment of Peter Donohoe's 50 Great 
Pianists as part of Piano Season on the BBC.  

09:00 – 12:00 
Essential Classics 
BBC Radio 3 
 

In the first two hours, Sarah Walker reflects 
on some of the great piano recordings from 
pianists and composers from France. 
Including Sarah’s recommended 
performance by the next pianist in Peter 
Donohoe's 50 Greats.  
  

12:00 – 13:00  
Composer of the week: Chopin/Field  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Donald Macleod in conversation with the 
pianist Míċeál O'Rourke, explores two piano 
giants, the towering Romantic Fryderyk 
Chopin, and the Father of the Nocturne John 
Field. 
 
By around 1830, Chopin was now living in 
Vienna, and it was during this period that he 
composed some of his early nocturnes, 
including his Nocturne in E flat major, opus 9 
no.2. Pianist Míċeál O'Rourke explores how 
this early nocturne by Chopin bears a direct 



relationship with the nocturnes of John Field. 
 
This relationship extended past the 
nocturnes to the orchestration of larger 
works. Again demonstrating from the piano, 
Míċeál O'Rourke explores the relationship 
between Field's Piano Concerto no.2, and 
the Piano Concerto no. 2 by Chopin. 
 
Chopin found living in Vienna quite difficult, 
and decided to up sticks and move to Paris. 
He soon developed quite a reputation for 
himself, and was in demand as a teacher for 
aristocratic pupils. In fact, this enterprise 
made him so much money that he was able 
to afford a new flat and even a servant. It 
was around this early period in Paris that 
Chopin fell in love with one of his pupils, 
Maria Wodzinska, but the relationship came 
to nothing. Chopin did compose a number of 
romantic songs during this period, including 
My Darling, and The Ring. 
 
The course of love for both Chopin and Field 
tended to be a rather bumpy ride. For John 
Field, he was now married to one of his 
talented pupils, Percherette. However, men 
found her coquettish nature very attractive, 
and Field himself was very flirtatious and 
fickle. 1815 saw the birth of Field's 
illegitimate son, Leon, and also the first 
sketches of Field's challenging Fifth Piano 
Concerto. 

14:00 – 16:30 
Afternoon on 3  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Afternoon on 3 continue their daily look at a 
great Piano Concerto. Today, Tchaikovsky’s 
Piano Concerto No.1. 

 

16:30 – 18:30 
In Tune  
BBC Radio 3 
 

The A-Z of the piano continues with ‘H’ for 
‘Hiring a Piano’. 

22:45 – 23:00 
The Essay  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Poet Wendy Cope talks about pianos she has 
played and owned. 

 



Thursday 27 September 
 

06:30 – 9:00 
Breakfast  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Sara Mohr-Pietsch presents BBC Radio 3's 
classical breakfast show, featuring the next 
instalment of Peter Donohoe's 50 Great 
Pianists as part of Piano Season on the BBC.  

09:00 – 12:00 
Essential Classics 
BBC Radio 3 
 

In the first two hours, Sarah Walker reflects 
on some of the great piano recordings from 
pianists and composers from France. 
Including Sarah’s recommended 
performance by the next pianist in Peter 
Donohoe's 50 Greats. 
 

12:00 – 13:00  
Composer of the week: Chopin/Field  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Donald Macleod in conversation with the 
pianist Míċeál O'Rourke, explores two piano 
giants, the towering Romantic Fryderyk 
Chopin, and the Father of the Nocturne John 
Field. 
 
By around 1819, things were not looking 
good for John Field's marriage. It was around 
this time in St Petersburg that they 
performed a piano duet in a concert 
together, which could have been Field's 
Rondeau in G for four hands. In that same 
year, Madame Field was pregnant with the 
couple's first child, yet by the time their son 
Adrien was eighteen months, the marriage 
was over. 
 
By 1822, Field was at the height of his fame, 
and many musicians flocked to see and hear 
him perform. The pianist and composer 
Hummel was in Moscow where Field now 
lived, and was determined to meet Field. 
Pianist Míċeál O'Rourke in conversation with 
Donald Macleod, discusses how Field was 
viewed by his contemporaries during this 
period. This was a time when Field was also 
enjoying himself playing the viola in amateur 
string ensembles, and for one of these 
occasions, he may have composed his 
Quintet in A flat major. 
 
Frederyk Chopin was also at the height of his 
career by 1836, and like the older composer 
John Field, he also had a very complicated 



relationship, which by the standards of the 
time, would have been seen as scandalous 
and socially problematic. Chopin and George 
Sand decided to get away from it all, and 
escaped to Majorca. This holiday was not 
what they expected, with appalling weather, 
and Chopin's health deteriorating. During 
this time, he was able to work on a number 
of pieces for piano, including his set of 24 
preludes opus 28. 
 
From 1839, now back in France, Chopin 
started to complete what would be his 
second piano sonata. This work confused 
many musicians at the time. Robert 
Schumann wrote that the four movements 
were like "four unruly children". 

14:00 – 16:30 
Afternoon on 3  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Afternoon on 3 continue their daily look at a 
great Piano Concerto. Today, Prokofiev’s 
Piano Concerto No.3. 

 

22:45 – 23:00 
The Essay  
BBC Radio 3 
 

With Luke Jerram, an artist who puts pianos 
into public spaces. 

 
Friday 28 September 
 

06:30 - 9.00 
Breakfast  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Sara Mohr-Pietsch presents BBC Radio 3's 
classical breakfast show, featuring the next 
instalment of Peter Donohoe's 50 Greats. 

09:00 – 12:00 
Essential Classics 
BBC Radio 3 
 

In the first two hours, Sarah Walker reflects 
on some of the great piano recordings from 
pianists and composers from France. 
Including Sarah’s recommended 
performance by the next pianist in Peter 
Donohoe's 50 Greats. 
 

12:00 – 13:00  
Composer of the week: Chopin/Field  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Donald Macleod in conversation with the 
pianist Míċeál O'Rourke, explores two piano 
giants, the towering Romantic Fryderyk 
Chopin, and the Father of the Nocturne John 
Field. 
 
By the mid 1840s, Chopin and George Sand's 
relationship had come to a stormy end. The 



last time he saw Sand was in 1848, although 
he always kept a lock of her hair. During this 
same period, Chopin was trying to finish a 
sonata for a friend of his, the cellist Auguste 
Franchomme. Chopin wrote a little, and 
crossed out a lot, but eventually completed 
his Sonata in G minor for cello and piano, 
opus 65. 
 
In 1848, revolution had broken out in Paris, 
and Chopin's aristocratic friends and pupils 
had fled. Chopin himself made a trip to 
London and Scotland, but the heavily-
polluted London air did nothing for his 
consumptive lungs, and Chopin returned to 
Paris. By October 1849, Chopin had died and 
was buried in a grave between Bellini and 
Cherubini. The final nocturne Chopin 
composed two years before his death, was 
the Nocturne in C minor no.21. 
 
The composer and pianist John Field was 
also very ill towards the end of his life, and 
like Chopin in a bid to drum up more 
support, left his home and travelled to 
London and then toured other parts of 
Europe. Field gave his first Paris concert in 
1832, performing his Piano Concert no.7. 
Míċeál O'Rourke discusses with Donald 
Macleod how this work was not only very 
challenging for the ailing composer, but also 
now out of date, and didn't leave a great 
impression on Liszt and Chopin who were 
present in the audience. Field made his way 
back to Russia, and was by this time very ill. 
He died in 1837. 
 
Pianist Míċeál O'Rourke in discussion with 
Donald Macleod, concludes the week talking 
about the legacies of both Chopin and Field. 
Chopin was a remarkable pianist, but none 
of his students went on to be great 
performers. Field on the other hand taught 
many notable pianists, and can be seen as 
the Father Figure to the Russian piano 
tradition. 

14:00 – 16:30 Afternoon on 3 continue their daily look at a 



Afternoon on 3  
BBC Radio 3 
 

great Piano Concerto. Today, Rachmaninov’s 
Piano Concerto No.2. 

 

16:30 – 18:30 
In Tune  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Including ‘110%: an ideal performance of a 
piece from an examination syllabus’. Today 
Shostakovich’s Prelude & Fugue No.8, Op.87 
from the Trinity College London Grade 6 
examination and discover what ‘I’ is in 
today’s instalment of the A – Z of Piano. 

22:45 – 23:00 
The Essay  
BBC Radio 3 
 

Pianist Susan Tomes explores the pianist’s 
relationship with their own pianos, and 
having to play other pianos. 

 
Saturday 29 September 
 

07:00 – 9:00 
Breakfast  
BBC Radio 3 
 

BBC Radio 3's classical music breakfast show, 
celebrating Piano Season on the BBC, with 
the next pianist in Peter Donohoe’s 50 
Greats.  

09:00 – 12:15 
CD Review 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Andrew McGregor includes more 
explorations of piano music on disc. 

12:15 – 13:00 
Music Matters 
BBC Radio 3 
 

BBC Radio 3’s weekly music magazine 
programme including a piano focus. 

15:00 – 16:00  
Saturday Classics  
BBC Radio 3 
 

A personal take on classical music from a 
range of presenters.  This week broadcaster 
Emma Forbes explores piano music used in 
film soundtracks. 

17:15 – 18:15 
Jazz Record Requests 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Jazz Record Requests joins in the Piano 
Season on the BBC including more listeners' 
requests for music by great jazz pianists.  
Presented by Alyn Shipton. 

22:30 – 00:00 
Hear and Now 
 

Pianist Sarah Nicholls curates contemporary 
piano repertoire including a piece from ‘Hear 
and Now: 50’ by Jean Barraque called ‘Chant 
après chant’ played by Nicolas Hodges. 

00:00 – 01:00 
Geoffrey Smith’s Jazz 

Geoffrey Smith explores “stride” piano. 

 
Sunday 30 September 
 

07:00 – 09:00 BBC Radio 3's breakfast show, celebrating 



Breakfast  
BBC Radio 3 
 

the Piano Season on the BBC.  With an 
introduction to another two of Peter 
Donohoe’s 50 great pianists of all time. 

09:00 – 12:00 
Sunday Morning 
BBC Radio 3 
 

As part of BBC Radio 3's piano season, Rob 
Cowan celebrates the greatest recordings by 
Stefan Ashkenazy. Plus more music by Peter 
Donohoe's piano great of the day. 

14:00 – 16:00 
Sunday Concert 
BBC Radio 3 
 

From the Waterfront Hall, Belfast, including 
Barry Douglas playing Grieg’s Piano Concerto 
with the Ulster Orchestra. 

 
Other highlights from later in the Piano Season… 
 

Monday 1st October 
19:30 – 21:30 
Live in Concert 
BBC Radio 3 

Alexei Grynyuk performs a programme of  
Chopin and Liszt at The Stables, Wavendon. 
In the interval of the concert, Sara Mohr-
Pietsch presents “Piano Keys”, a chance for 
listeners to phone in with questions about 
the piano. 

Monday 1st to Friday 5th October 
12:00 – 13:00 
Composer of the Week: Liszt 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Donald Macleod presents a week exploring 
Liszt and the Early Romantics. 

Saturday 6th October 
22:30 – 00:00 
Hear and Now 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Pianist Nicolas Hodges curates contemporary 
piano repertoire including a piece from ‘Hear 
and Now: 50’ by Adam Gorb. 

Sunday 7th October 
13:00 – 14:00 
The Early Music Show 
BBC Radio 3 

“…a piano sensation” 
The pioneering 18th century 
pianist/composer Jan Ladislav Dussek was 
the forerunner of the Romantic virtuoso, 
establishing the model for Liszt.  Lucie 
Skeaping looks at his contribution to piano 
performance and music. 

Monday 8th October 
19:30 – 21:30 
Live in Concert 
BBC Radio 3 

Evgenia Rubinova performs a programme of 
music by Scriabin, Prokofiev and 
Rachmaninov at the John Innes Centre in 
Norwich. 

Monday 8th to Friday 12th October 
12:00 – 13:00 
Composer of the Week: Debussy 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Donald Macleod presents a week exploring 
the revolutionary piano writing of Claude 
Debussy. 

Saturday 13th October Period Piano (1 of 2) 



13:00 – 14:00 
The Early Music Show 
BBC Radio 3 

Lucie Skeaping presents the first of two 
programmes looking at period pianos. 

Sunday 14th October 
09:00 – 12:00 
Sunday Morning 
BBC Radio 3 

Rob Cowan includes the classic 1958 
Vancouver recording of Bach’s Goldberg 
Variations by Glenn Gould. 

Sunday 14th October 
13:00 – 14:00 
The Early Music Show 
BBC Radio 3 

Period Piano (2 of 2) 
Lucie Skeaping presents the second of two 
programmes looking at period pianos. 

Monday 15th October 
19:30 – 21:30 
Live in Concert 
BBC Radio 3 

Huw Watkins and Ashley Wass perform 
Robin Holloway’s affectionate homage to 
Bach’s Goldberg Variations, the “Gilded 
Goldbergs” at The Two Moors Festival, 
Hatherleigh. 

Monday 15th to Friday 19th October 
12:00 – 13:00 
Composer of the Week: Granados & 
Albeniz 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Donald Macleod presents a week exploring 
the Iberian-inspired piano writings of 
Granados and Albeniz. 

Monday 22nd October 
19:30 – 21:30 
Live in Concert 
BBC Radio 3 

Igor Levit performs a concert including the 
fiendishly difficult Rzewski set of variations 
“The People United Will Never Be Defeated” 
at the Reid Concert Hall, Edinburgh. 

Monday 22nd to Friday 26th October 
12:00 – 13:00 
Composer of the Week: Rachmaninov & 
Medtner 
BBC Radio 3 
 

Donald Macleod presents a week exploring 
the Russian Greats Rachmaninov and 
Medtner. 

Monday 29th October 
19:30 – 21:30 
Live in Concert 
BBC Radio 3 

To conclude BBC Radio 3’s celebration of the 
piano, the BBC National Orchestra of the 
Wales at the Millennium Centre in Cardiff is 
joined by a posse of pianists, both amateur 
and professional, for a Gala concert as part 
of the BBC’s Children In Need appeal. 
Amateur pianists include Olympic medallist 
Samantha Murray, and Radio 1 presenter 
Dev. 

 


