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Welcome to OUR ZOO… 
 

OUR ZOO is based on the inspiring real story of the Mottershead family who 
established Chester Zoo in the 1930s.  With incredible single-mindedness, George 
Mottershead drove himself and his family to realise his ambition to transform a 
ramshackle house, on the outskirts of Chester, into a unique zoo that would change the 
way animals are kept for forever.  
 
The drama follows George’s inspiring and challenging journey as he moves his wife, 
two young daughters and parents - along with a monkey and a parrot - into a draughty 
old stately home. With a derelict plot of land, mounting debts, no resources or 

manpower and a concerted campaign from the local villagers to halt George's plans 
entirely. It’s a race against time for the Mottersheads to build and open their zoo 

before the harsh winter sets in - or the bailiffs arrive.  
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The Story of Chester Zoo 

 
Back at the turn of the twentieth century, George Mottershead was taken to a zoo in 

Manchester. What George saw that day inspired him to create ‘a zoo without bars.’ 
George never forgot that day, or the vow he made. In 1930, with a family and a small 

group of animals, he bought Oakfield Manor and seven acres of land for £3,500.  
 

The zoo opened in 1931, and in 1934, the North of England Zoological Society was 
born. Keeping the young zoo open through the Second World War was no mean feat. 

But George did it.  With the war over, the zoo began to grow – fast. One of the zoo’s 
slogans back then was, ‘Always building.’ 

 

                                 
June Mottershead 

 

George’s amazing energy, enthusiasm and skills earned him an OBE, and honorary 

Master of Science degree, and a term as President of the International Union of Zoo 
Directors. By the time he died in 1978, aged 84, George’s dream of a ‘zoo without bars’ 
was well and truly flourishing at Chester.  
  
The estate today covers a total of 500 
acres. The zoo itself takes up a massive 
110 acres – more than ten times the 
size of that first bit of land George 
bought in 1930. 
 
There are now 170 buildings at Chester 

Zoo, from the animal exhibits to the 
shops, restaurants, toilet blocks and 

admin offices. Plus, of course, the 
original Oakfield Manor itself and 

stable block, which are both Grade II* 
listed. 

Mottershead family, 1930 
From Left: Albert, June, Lucy, George and Muriel 

 
Today, Chester Zoo is not only the UK’s most popular zoo, and one of the top 15 in the 

world; it is also a highly respected centre for global conservation and research, and 
passionately campaigners for wildlife. 
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All because one man cared deeply about animals, nearly 100 years ago.  

 

George Mottershead 
A man who had a dream of a zoo with no bars 

 
George Mottershead was a hugely charismatic man with a deep love for the animal 
kingdom. He was also mercurial and cavalier and stopped at nothing to achieve his 
dream.  With extraordinary single-mindedness he drove himself and his family to 
transform a ramshackle house in Upton, on the outskirts of Chester, into a unique zoo 
that changed the way animals are kept forever.  

 
“My father visited Belle Vue Zoo in Manchester where he saw animals in cages and it 

was in that moment he decided he wanted to build a zoo with no bars. He thought the 
animals should have much larger areas to roam around in and not cages. It wasn’t till 
years later that he started his dream” – June Williams, Daughter of George 
Mottershead  
 

                  
George Mottershead 

 
Beneath the surface lurked demons that stemmed from George’s experiences in the 

Great War. He lost his beloved brother Stan and was paralysed after suffering a terrible 
spinal injury; he spent many months in excruciating traction and was told he would be 

in wheelchair the rest of life. But, through sheer force of will, George taught himself 
how to walk again. 

 
“He joined the First World War and was badly wounded, so he couldn’t go back to 

physical work. He bought Oakfield House and started Chester Zoo in 1930. It was very 
hard work, he had no money for the first four years and we were going near bankrupt. 

Above all those struggles he always kept on going.” – June Williams 
 

It was this first-hand experience of confinement, pain and hardship that deepened his 
affinity with the plight of animals that at the time were routinely mistreated and kept 

in terrible conditions.  This led him to adopt a “without bars” approach that is now the 

norm in zoos around the world. 
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Character Biographies 
 
GEORGE MOTTERSHEAD Played by Lee Ingleby 

 
George Mottershead, an ex-serviceman who fought in 
the Great War, has a dream - to build the first British zoo 
without bars. George's strong connection with animals is 
deeply seeded in his experiences recuperating from a war 
wound that had confined him to traction for two years. 
While troubled at times by the horrors he witnessed, 
George is a remarkable man; a visionary whose drive, 
determination, bravery and enormous love of animals 
make the impossible seem achievable.  
 
LIZZIE MOTERSHEAD Played by Liz White   
 

Lizzie is a fiercely strong, independent woman, 
and her support and guidance are crucial to 

getting the zoo off the ground. Being brave 
enough to take the step into the unknown with 

George gives Lizzie an unexpected freedom that 
most 1930s housewives didn't experience. Lizzie 

uses her skills as a bookkeeper to lend a rigour 
and professionalism to George's vision, making 
them an extraordinary team.  
 

 
LUCY MOTTERSHEAD Played by Anne Reid 
 
A proud shopkeeper, Lucy is a pillar of her community 
until her world is turned upside down when Albert sells 
their shop to help fund the zoo and they are forced to live 
with George and his family in the country. Lucy is 

unconvinced by George's plan and at times her attitude 
towards the zoo is hostile. It's only Lucy's deep 

commitment to her family and her gradual attachment to 
the animals that slowly win her around. 

 
ALBERT MOTTERSHEAD Played by Peter Wight 

 
Albert is George's loving father. He is less 
rash than his son, but when the time calls 
for it Albert shares George’s bravery and 
assertiveness, which can put him at odds 
with his wife, Lucy. Albert's hard work is 
crucial to George's dreams becoming 
reality. 
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MEW MOTTERSHEAD Played by Amelia Clarkson 

 
Mew is an adventurous city girl and, much like her 
grandmother Lucy, is appalled at the thought of living 
in a zoo. At first Mew feels lonely in this strange place, 
but she finds a surprising idol in next-door neighbour, 
Lady Katherine, a worldly woman of the kind Mew 
aspires to be. And it isn’t long before Mew’s rebellious 
nature quickly piques the interest of a local post boy, 
Archie Radler. Slowly Mew will discover that Oakfield 

offers the chance of a different kind of life – one she 
never imagined she even wanted.  

 
JUNE MOTTERSHEAD Played by Honor Kneafsey  

 
 

Although June's the youngest member of 
the Mottershead family, her contribution to 

the zoo is pivotal. Imaginative, smart and 
worldly beyond her years, June’s 
unwavering dedication to all the animals 
that her father brings home is often what 
brings the family together. She is George’s 
biggest believer, no matter what, and a 
constant source of energy and 
encouragement.  

 
 
BILLY ATKINSON Played by Ralf Little 

 
Billy is Lizzie's mischievous brother, a ‘jack 

the lad’ who is often seen on the street 
corner trying to sell the latest fads from 

around the world. Billy and Lizzie have a 
fractious relationship due to Billy's past 
indiscretions. Although he claims to be a 
changed man, it is going to take more than 
words to convince his sister that it’s for the 
better, so he puts his back into the zoo to 
prove it – with mixed results.  
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LADY KATHERINE Played by Sophia Myles 

 
Lady Katherine is an exotic misfit in Upton. A well-
travelled woman, adventurous and charming, but living 
almost as a recluse after running from a scandalous 
event abroad. Her fascination with George's grand 
design makes her a powerful muse to him. At times she 
understands what he's trying to build better than his 
own wife. She breezes into the life of the Mottersheads, 
intriguing Mew and causing tension between George & 

Lizzie. 
 

ARCHIE RADLER Played by Tom Hardman 
 

Archie is the son of Camilla and he couldn't 
be more different in personality. Friendly, 

open-minded and spirited, Archie loves his 
job as local postman, but when Mew comes 

along his loyalties will be challenged and 
he'll start to see his mother's petty-
mindedness as a danger to his own chances 
of happiness.  
 

 
 
REVEREND AARON WEBB Played by Stephen Campbell-Moore 
 
Ambitious, connected and emotionally scarred after the 
death of his wife, the Reverend's Machiavellian tactics 

threaten to ruin everything the Mottersheads have 
worked so hard for. Webb is a traditionalist who exerts 

power over the people of Upton, and his animosity 
towards George's plan is borne out of a mixture of 

narrow-mindedness and jealousy. Put simply, Webb 
can't reconcile his own loneliness with the riches of 
George's life, nor can he stop himself being drawn to 
Lizzie, whose spirit and energy remind him so acutely of what he’s lost. 
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About the Animals 
 

All animals were provided and handled by Amazing Animals/Heythrop Zoological 
Gardens. 

 
Amazing Animals are a source for the majority of exotic animals in the UK. Their base of 
operations is Heythrop Zoological Gardens, located in the North Oxfordshire 
Cotswolds, and houses one of the largest private collection of animals in Europe. They 
are founding members of the Animal Consultants and Trainers Association (ACTA), the 
oldest and largest trade association for animal trainers/handlers in the audio-visual 
industries. They were also one of the first UK animal training companies to have staff 
undertake specific accredited qualifications. In addition to these they also have 
qualified OCR A1 assessors with one member winning the City and Guilds Medal for 
Excellence.  
 
Amazing Animals were among the key consultants on the Animal Welfare Act 2006. 
 
PENGUINS 
 

Our main penguins are played by 
Humboldt penguins, Charlie and 

Ferrari. The pair are part of a 
breeding group of 10 penguins 

kept at Heythrop Zoological 
Gardens in a purpose-built 
enclosure. They are both people 
friendly and enjoy the company of 
humans.  
 
Humboldt penguins are warm 
weather birds, coming from Chile, 
but also swim in the Humboldt current, one of the world's coldest currents. This makes 
Humboldt penguins ideally suited to a wide range of climates and conditions.  
 

Humboldt penguins are only found along the Pacific coast of South America, from Isla 
Foca (5°S) off the coast of Peru, down to Algarrobo (33°s) in Chile, with additional 

isolated colonies further to the south on the Punihuil Islands (42°S). The total world 
population of Humboldt penguins currently stands at around 12,000 breeding pairs, 

with about 8,000 pairs in Chile and the remaining 4,000 pairs in Peru.  
 

The Humboldt penguin is similar in size to Magellanic penguins, having an average 
length of around 70cm., and an average weight of 4kg. The plumage is also similar, 
except that the two white bands merge to form one thick band across the throat of 
Humboldt penguins. The eyes are reddish brown, and the bill is slightly larger than that 
of Magellanic penguins. The females are slightly smaller than the males, but have 
similar plumage.  
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BABY PENGUIN 

 
Mojo hatched through filming on 29th 
April 2014 under first time parents, 
Fluffy and Titus. Mojo was heard 
pipping (shouting in the egg) 24 hours 
before hatching. 48 hours later Emma, 
our head penguin trainer/keeper from 
Amazing Animals found Mojo stuck in 
the egg. Emma assisted Mojo with the 

hatching, seeing she had difficulties 
removing the shell. After a quick 

medical check, Mojo was immediately 
placed back under Fluffy and Titus. 

Mojo’s rearing was watched continuously at a distance and it was observed that her 
parents were not bonding with her. She wasn’t being fed and was being exposed for 

long periods of time. After consulting their regular veterinary advisors, Amazing 
Animals made the decision to hand-rear Mojo.  

 
Mojo became Emma’s close companion. Emma became her surrogate mother. Mojo 
travelled with Emma everywhere, and was a regular visitor on the Our Zoo set even 
when she wasn’t in the scene.  Mojo thrived under these conditions, never once 
showing any health problems since her difficult hatching. She was under constant 
veterinary supervision during the filming as were all the animals, and this continues to 
this day. Penguins are naturally social birds and although it was not safe to introduce 
her back to the group during these early stages. 
  
Mojo is now in a nursery pen, which is part of the zoo’s larger penguin enclosure, 
which houses the rest of the colony. 85 days after hatching Mojo has successfully 

fledged. Amazing Animals are currently reintroducing Mojo to the rest of the group.  
 

SYDNEY  
 

Sydney is played by the Bactrian 
camel, ‘Darhan’. He is an 
experienced film animal. He has a 
particularly placid nature and 
enjoys the extra attention.  He is 
trained to be ridden. At home he 
lives with his female mate, Millie, 
in a large field, and has his own 
camel house.  
 
Bactrian camels are native to the 
steppes of Central Asia and exist in 
two forms, wild and domestic. Darhan comes from the domestic form. Bactrian camels 

can be distinguished from their dromedary relatives in that they have two humps 
rather than one. They have been used as pack animals since ancient times and have 

remarkable tolerance to all types of climate from sub-zero temperatures to severe 
heat. They are the largest animal of their native region.  
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MORTIMER  

 
Mortimer is played by the two 
black-capped squirrel monkeys, 
‘Mitch’ and ‘Malcolm’. They are 
virtually identical in looks. Mitch 
has always been very steady and 
the best for staying still in shot. 
This meant he generally took 
centre stage. Malcolm, being the 

far more energetic of the two, 
acted more like his stunt double. 

Malcolm performed most of the more complicated behaviours.  
 

The Black Capped Squirrel Monkey originates from South America, where it is 
widespread across Bolivia, Brazil and Peru. It grows up to approximately 36 cm plus a 

tail of 42 cm and weighs roughly 1 kg. Apart from the Marmosets and Tamarins, they 
are the smallest primates of South America.  

 
Our black capped squirrel monkeys, Mitch and Malcolm, are captive-bred from captive-
bred parents. They live in a specially constructed monkey house and outside enclosure 
at Heythrop Zoological Gardens. Their enclosure is designed to create near to natural 
surroundings for them. They are naturally inquisitive monkeys who enjoy taking 
shoulder rides with their keepers at every available opportunity.  
 
ADAM and EVE  
 
Dennis, the Asian black bear, 
played the parts of both Adam and 

Eve. Dennis joined Amazing 
Animals as a small cub in 1985, 

having been born at a British zoo. 
He had been abandoned by his 

mother, so had to be hand-raised.  
When he is at home he lives in a 
large glass-fronted enclosure with 
his own personal swimming pool.  
 
The Asian black bear is also known as the moon bear and the white chested bear. Adult 
males have skulls measuring 311.7–328 mm (12.3–13 in) long and 199.5–228 mm (7.9–
9 in) wide, while females have skulls measuring 291.6–315 mm (11.5–12.4 in) long and 
163–173 mm (6.4–6.8 in) wide. They are the most bipedal of all bears, and have been 
known to walk upright for over a quarter mile. 
 
Black bears occupy a narrow band from south-eastern Iran eastward through 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, across the foothills of the Himalayas in India, to Myanmar. 

With the exception of Malaysia, black bears occur in all countries in mainland 
Southeast Asia. They are absent from much of east-central China, though they have a 

patchy distribution in the southern and north-eastern part of the country. Other 
population clusters exist in the southern Russian Far East and into North Korea. South 
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Korea has a small remnant population. Black bears also occur in Japan's islands of 

Honshu and Shikoku and on Taiwan and Hainan. 
 

Cast Interviews 
 

Lee Ingleby Plays George Mottershead 
 
How would you describe Our Zoo? 
It’s the story of a man who decides – through a series of events to open a zoo. He takes 
pity on some animals that he sees at the Liverpool docks whether they’re going to be 
mistreated or put down – he buys them and then realises that he’s got a camel, a 
monkey and a parrot – and one thing leads to another. He starts to think about things 
and he sees this house, Oakfield House, at a sale at an auction and he starts to get 
these ideas in his head of “oh maybe I could open a zoo”. But he’s very passionate 
about a zoo which doesn’t inhibit animals because of what he saw during his time in 
the first war – not just with the people, but with the horses and the animals that were 
involved in the war in the trenches and stuff; he’s seen fear in animals and he doesn’t 
want to see that again. So he sets about this idea of creating a space for these 
mistreated animals and giving them as much freedom as he possibly can. Obviously 
there has to be some sort of barrier, but he has to create natural barriers and so he 

wants to let these animals breath and live and also for people to see them as well.  
 

Does George face a lot of opposition to his zoo idea? 
Yeah, so in the story, the town that the house sits – it’s a place called Upton – and the 

villagers don’t want the zoo and they don’t understand what it is. I think they’re fearful 
of upsetting the apple cart, they like everything “just so” and I think they feared the 
animals escaping, so George has this battle of this desire of wanting to create this little 
bit of animal heaven and having to deal with the opposition by trying to get them 
involved and get them on-side to reassure them. But I think sometimes they just don’t 
want to be reassured. They just don’t want to listen. 
 
Who are the other members of the family – and do they support George’s dream?  
I think initially there is only one member of his family who is all up for the zoo – or up 
for the animals at least – which is his youngest daughter, June. The other members of 
the family are a bit more realistic and I think anybody saying, ‘Listen I want to open a 

zoo, there’s a house for sale down the road, it’s massive’ I think they’d just go ‘Forget 
about it’. I think he’s trying to convince everybody, but I don’t think he’s trying to 

convince himself because it’s obvious to him. It makes him happy. It brings calm to him 
because he suffered from what we now know as post-traumatic stress disorder - which 

was called Shell Shock in those days - and it’s taken him all this time 12 years later to 
get over that and he’s suddenly found something that brings peace to him and drives 

him as well at the same time. And so he is going for it and he’ll go for it come hell or 
high water. I think his wife is cautious rather than against him… but I think once he gets 
the wink from her then its full guns ahead!  
 
What attracted you to the project?  
It was just a really lovely script. It was just one of those that just stood out. I liked the 
family within it and the fact that it is a true story and at the very heart of it, there’s this 
nice tale of someone trying to do some good. And, you know, there is a little bit of him 

doing it for himself - but I think ultimately it is to create this haven. I just liked it. I liked 
him. I liked his drive, I liked his vision, I liked the way that everything was against him 
and around him and I wanted to marry everything and create this wonderful thing. 
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Did you know much about the history of Chester Zoo before you started work on the 
project?  

No I didn’t. I didn’t know the story or anything like that and so, looking in to it more 
and realising the lengths that they went to. I don’t think that would ever happen today; 
there would be too many restrictions and barriers and people just laughing, you know, 
to the point where he’d be like ‘Forget it’ and go back to his life. I think that’s almost 
there; there are a lot of people laughing at George and he just has his blinkers on 
saying ‘No I can create something’ – and he does. I think it was just all about his desire 
was to create this zoo but to keep it with no barriers no bars, no cages. He didn’t want 
to see any animals locked at all, he wanted to keep them free as much as he could and I 
think that was for him to provide sanctuary for lost animals and for animals that were 

going to be destroyed and forgotten about and he just took them in. And then of 
course it’s business.  

 
What has it been like working with animals?  

The animal handlers are great. They give the animal all the time. We’ve got to work 
around the animal, not around us. We give it all the space and the time it needs 

because they have to be happy. Mortimer the monkey was great to play alongside.  
 

Do the handlers prep you before you work with the animals?  
Yes they give us as much information as we need to, so we know what not to do and 
then after that it’s just growing comfortable with them and handling them as though 
we have been handling it for a long time. And they’re unpredictable so you just got to 
go with however they’re feeling. 
 
What’s that like working with an animal who you have to work around rather than the 
other way?  
They always say don’t work with animals and children and we’ve got both, and they 
have been problem free. I think it’s the rest of us that have had a struggle! But, no, 
they have been absolutely fine. Some of it is amazing, we had the lions and I had to 

stand in front of the lion. Obviously there was a cage between me and the lion, but you 
forget yourself for a minute and think – look there’s a lion. Then you have to do a 

scene. But, no, it’s been amazing working with them. 
 

Have you done any CGI scenes? 
Yeah we have a bear. We have two bears in the story, which is again true; the real 
George went to Matlock to get these bears that were being mistreated and jus t 
abandoned in a cave, they go and rescue them and try and create this enclosure for it. 
So we have worked with the bears, but again we can’t really work together because 
they’re bears so it’s a case of filming them and then we come in and film the same 
scene but without the bear and then, by the magic of television it comes together. It’s 
important that we watch what the bear does and then we just try and remember and 
act, again it’s the animals who just lay down the law and we just follow which is how it 
should be I think. 
 
What’s it like working with the other cast members?  
I’ve worked with Liz before who plays my wife and I’ve also worked with Peter and 

Anne who play my father and mother which always helps. So I knew them straight 
away and they’re just lovely people to work with. And then coupled with the kids – it’s 

like we’ve become a little family. We’re very protective of each other so it’s lovely. 
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From the word go we really we just found each other’s rhythms really easily and just 

clicked. It’s lovely really, we have fun doing it. 
 

Liz White Plays Lizzie Mottershead 
 
How would you describe Our Zoo?  
It’s about one man’s grand idea against all adversity or fear to open a zoo without bars. 
And he finds solace in animals and I guess he wants to share the joy and share the love 
of that, so he drags his family from their little two up two down behind a little grocers 
shop to this place in Chester to open Chester Zoo. 
 
Could you describe Lizzie?   

She’s George Mottershead’s wife, Lizzie Mottershead, and they’ve got two children. 
And for a long time she’s lived with her mother and father-in-law and her husband and 

kids, and her husband went away to war and lost the ability to walk because he had an 
injury in his spine so he had to teach himself to walk. That took three years. So she’s 

got great patience and loyalty and stability and, you know, she’s a dedicated wife and 
mother and daughter-in-law. She lost her own mother three years previous and also 

lost her brother at the same time because he ran away and cost the family lots of 
money. So she had to keep up her resilience and strength and go and live with her in-

laws. I’ve got a great admiration for her.  
 
How does Lizzie initially feel about George’s dream?   
Initially she doesn’t know what he’s trying to do. Initially he starts accumulating these 
animals and, on top of everything else, it’s just too much. George is not very 
communicative about what he’s trying to do, so she doesn’t understand. Because his 
post-traumatic stress disorder wasn’t recognized, he struggles. She already knew his 
behaviour could be sometimes erratic, so she doesn’t know if it’s just another 
symptom of that. At first she doesn’t know what he’s trying to do – and then when he 
manages to articulate himself and then for the family what he’d like to do, his dream, 
obviously at first she is fearful. I learnt through working with Anne (Reid) - particularly 

herself because Anne is such a strong character and she plays Lucy so brilliantly and 
full-bodied that you realise that, if you had to live with a mother-in-law like Lucy in this 

tiny house, if your husband said ‘Let’s open a zoo and live in this big house’ I’d think 
well yeah why not! So Lizzie’s made that leap of faith. 

 
What’s Lizzie’s relationship with her brother Billy? 
Billy just arrives out of the blue. In the story Billy was going to get married, but he 
bottled out of it at the last minute. Our mother spent all their money on the wedding 
and he leaves his fiancé standing at the altar, and none of us knew what to do. But we 
had to pay for the wedding and, in the script; it says that our mother was so distraught 
that it led her to an early grave. She was obviously ill already then with all the strain 
and worrying about the money, she died whilst Billy was away – so then Lizzie had to 
cope with that, the grief of losing her mother under such extreme circumstances, and 
unnecessary circumstances. And, in my mind, perhaps Lizzie, George and the kids were 
going to move in to her mother’s house after she’d died but they couldn’t do that 
because there was no house left as all the money had been spent. So Billy has really 
cost Lizzie; her mum firstly and then a bit of freedom. So when he arrives back on the 

scene with no apology she just thinks ‘you’ve got no idea what you’ve cost this family’ 
– and she tells him so. As the story goes on, he tries to ingratiate himself towards her 

and then he helps with the move. He helps with the house and he does odd-jobs and 
the kids really love him because he’s a great character and I suppose slowly she has to 



 

13 
 

start to accept that he’s around again, but I think always with guardedness to her 

relationship with him.  
 

What attracted you to Our Zoo?   
Well it’s a great script. It’s a lovely story about the family and all these things that I’ve 
come to realise about the character were never fully-formed when I read the script. 
You see something in it that you think oh that’s really interesting. It’s like no part I’ve 
ever played before. I see this woman’s uniqueness  and there’s something in me which 
speak to her. Plus, you’ve got the things that you never imagined when you read the 
script  like you’ve got the animals, you’re working in a zoo, you’ve got this great big 
house, you’ve got a fabulous team behind it, it’s  a big BBC production, so you know it’s 
going to be of a certain quality. Andy De Emmony, the director, I worked with ten years 

ago, and I’ve wanted to work with him ever since and, unfortunately for me, I’ve never 
had the chance to. So when I got the audition and I knew it was Andy there I was just 

thrilled, and I’m so lucky to be able to work with him. I think he’s brilliant.  
 

What’s it been like working with the other cast? 
It’s been really good working with the family. It’s been better than I could have  

imagined. The kids – I say kids but Amelia is actually 17 – she’s a brilliant new actress 
and Honor is extraordinary as well. Peter, Anne and Lee, they’re all brilliant. I sort of 

knew Lee a little bit, but I’ve enjoyed working with him so much and when we have 
scenes - it’s really great. We feel that we’re both on the same page, as it were, about 
the couple, our George and Lizzie. Peter, I’ve loved his work for a long time and I had a 
little scene with him last year in something called The Paradise but I’ve never got to 
work with him over an extended period of time- this is lovely. He’s just one of the 
nicest men you could ever wish to meet. Anne Reid is well thought of in theatre and TV 
and it’s just great listening to her stories, the way she works and her presence in the 
room. It does feel like a family. 
 
What has it been like working with the animals?  
The first scene we shot I was working with the camel and the incongruity of this two 

humped camel in a backyard in Bolton was brilliant. That was  one of the times where 
you go ‘Oh my God I think this is going to be something special.’ 

 
Did the animal handlers give you much training in working with the animals?  

Honor’s had a lot because she has to work with the monkey a lot. She’s so fearless – 
she’s just got a handful of worms and if the squirrel monkey - as I now know him - goes 
anywhere he’s not meant to be then she just tempts him with a worm and he’ll come 
down the arm and nibble that. The real Lizzie, was brought up on a farm so she’s much 
more well acquainted with animals than I am.  
 
What’s been your favorite scenes to film? 
I think they’ve all been the one-on-one scenes. I’ve had a couple with Lee where 
George and Lizzie have been having a disagreement, and it’s just really nice to be able 
to work on the dialogue in the scene. One with Anne that I really enjoyed working on; 
it’s Lizzie standing up to Lucy and saying this is now my house and this is my space, I am 
running this now. And Lucy wanting to hold on to her power as the matriarch of the 
family and that little power shifts in the scene were really nice to play. 
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Anne Reid Plays Lucy Mottershead 
 

Tell us about Our Zoo?  
Our Zoo is wonderful true story about this young man who comes back from the First 
World War. Stanley (George’s brother) has been killed, and he’s – I think – got some 
sort of shell-shock and in a very bad way. He’s wounded and it takes him a long time to 
get over his wounds - but the mental problems remain and the only thing that seems to 
console him to help him are animals. Suddenly he does this weird thing of going down 
to the Liverpool docks, and finding animals that have been brought to the country, 
buying them, and bringing them back to their backyard. Suddenly, as his mother, I look 
out the window and there’s a camel in the backyard, or a monkey in the outside loo 

and it’s a bit bizarre. The whole street thinks he’s gone completely bonkers and then 
eventually he says he wants to start a zoo. Which is the maddest idea you can think of, 

really. And that’s how it happens and that’s how the zoo comes about. 
 

That’s quite an unusual thing to happen at the time…  
At any time! I mean I’d go a bit bananas if my son brought a camel home and put it in 

the back garden. I don’t even think now that I would be too happy about that. 
 

Does your character feel embarrassed by him and what he’s doing? 
I think at that time, yes, she thinks of the neighbours you know… they’re dangerous 
animals – well camels aren’t terribly dangerous. This one just spat at us a lot, but 
monkeys are bit unpredictable. It’s a wonderful idea, wonderful idea. 
 
What attracted you to the project?  
Well it looked like fun. I just thought it was fun and it’s an interesting journey for my 
character to make to be so opposed to it and then eventually come around to it. 
 
What’s it been like filming Our Zoo?  
We’ve got the best director in the world – Andy De Emmony – who I have never 

worked with before, but I hope I will work with again. And the cast are lovely.  
 

Did you know much about the person your character is based on before?  
No I didn’t know anything about this before. I’ve never been to Chester Zoo, I will have 

to go now. No, I didn’t know anything about it at all, so I just had to be told and to read 
the script. I thought they had made the names up, Lucy Mottershead, but no it’s not – 
it was her real name. 
 
Who do you think this series will appeal to?  
I love that this is going to be a family show. My grandson came on to the set and of 
course he loved the animals, he was thrilled – and he’ll actually be able to see his 
grandma in a television series. I think it’s going to appeal to everyone this series. It’s 
delightful, but it’s the kind of thing that you can all watch. 
 
What has it been like filming with the animals? Have you worked with them before? 
There was a monkey in Upstairs, Downstairs which caused us to have to extend the 
filming quite a lot. It didn’t behave half as well as the monkey on this series. The iguana 

didn’t do much apart from open his eyes and eat dandelions. But the monkey is the 
most unpredictable and the camel spat a lot, he kept filling his mouth with spit and 

throwing it over everyone – and we were all ducking. That was a new experience. The 
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monkey, he is a bit unpredictable, but Honor has got him really under control. She 

really is very good. That little girl is wonderful, wonderful. 
 

Peter Wight Plays Albert Mottershead 
 
How would you describe Our Zoo?  
It’s about the beginning of Chester Zoo. Now a kind of huge flourishing enterprise with 
a million and a half visitors a year or something extraordinary. It’s one of the main 
tourist attractions outside of London in the UK. This is about the tiny seed that began 
that whole enterprise in 1930. So it is a dramatization of how the zoo started, and 
along the way a dramatization of the Mottershead family who created the zoo – 
George Mottershead specifically – and the tensions within the family that this bizarre 

enterprise creates within the family. It’s a family drama and a starting of Chester Zoo 
drama mixed up. 

 
How is your character related to George Mottershead?  

I am his father, Albert who is married to Lucy (Anne Reid), so we’re George’s parents 
and our grandchildren are Mew – Muriel – and Honor who plays June. So that’s the 

family. 
 

Can you describe Albert’s Character?  
Well he’s a very interesting character. My take on him from the script and the work 
we’ve done so far is he’s the head of the family, he’s quite tough but in a quiet way. 
He’s not a dominating, domineering head of the family. He’s quite quiet, lives in his 
own world, he runs a little green grocers shop to begin with. He is very in to plants, 
loves things growing and doing things with his hands and nurturing things  and that’s 
what I see Albert like, really, and his relationship with this whole enterprise with his 
son starting the zoo, I mean he’s taken aback at the beginning - his whole family is - 
because it’s such a bizarre idea. George starts to collect animals and put them in the 
backyard of our little terraced house which is very odd. But Albert quite quickly and 
intuitively sees the effect that this relationship with animals is having on George, so in 

a very quiet way he starts to go along with the idea. Whereas Lucy, Albert’s wife, thinks 
the whole thing is insane and is very against it. She’s more vocal about saying what she 

thinks. But Albert, in his quiet way, he’s quite determined and he follows George’s 
dream and because he can see how therapeutic it is for George to relate to these 

animals. So quiet but toughly determined, that’s how I’d call him. And then as the story 
develops, you see his relationship with his grandchildren and with the animals. He 
edges towards it in a kind of cautious, fond way. 
 
Tell us about your character’s journey throughout the series? 
There’s a crucial scene which describes his journey well in Episode two – he and Lucy, 
they come to this crucial moment because we’ve sold their shop and house to put their 
money towards Oakfield, so they have burnt our boats. Lucy is very against doing that 
because it’s a reckless act – I’ve sold our family business, our pension, and our priority 
in order to realise George’s dream. Lucy, very reluctantly comes along but she’s very 
against it, and she’s very stubbornly resistant to this crazy idea and she’s right in a way. 
There’s kind of a clash or personality scene between Albert and Lucy which she’s saying 
‘Look can’t you see what’s happening, he’s making  a fool of you, it’s ridiculous’. And in 

that scene Albert finds how to articulate what it is about this mad idea that he’s 
determined to go along with and he says, you know, I like it here. I’ve discovered I like 

it here even though, on a rational level, he can see that Lucy’s quite right and that it’s 
completely crazy, but he says ‘I like it here’. So it’s not just to support George; he’s 
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found something for himself. He says I’ve got a place, I’m in the sun all day, I’m growing 

things – cos there’s a big green house at the back of the zoo that he’s looking after. I 
think that’s a part of his journey that is very important because there was a kind of 

dissatisfaction with him before in his previous life, as the shop keeper, and in his 
relationship with Lucy and in his relationship with his son.  
 
How aware of the real life story of Chester Zoo were you?  
Very little. I don’t think I even knew there was a zoo in Chester. It’s all been a great 
education for me. It’s a fascinating story and June Mottershead (now June Williams) – 
who Honor is playing, she’s the one member of the family who is still alive – she’s been 
on set and took us to Chester Zoo the other day. It’s her memories which this whole 
thing is based on, so through her and through the script and talking to other people 

and visiting the zoo where the history is all laid out, I’ve kind of built up a kind of sense 
of the story. But it was all completely new to me. 

 
Do you think it was quite an important story to tell?  

Yes because it’s of its time, but it’s also something about one man’s vision. I mean 
that’s what struck me that is new to me, having got this far with the series and having 

seen the real Chester Zoo, it’s like you see this fantastic tree and we’re dramatizing the 
planting of the seed. It’s kind of one man’s crazy vision that he’s doing for himself, he’s 

doing from an instinct. He doesn’t even know why he’s doing it in some ways but he 
knows that it’s really important to liberate these animals from these cruel cages and 
bad circuses and put them in a sort of flourishing environment. That story of one man’s 
drive – which is completely bonkers on one level – so he drives through. There’s  a lot of 
intuition in this series. I remember that from when I read for the part. I remember that 
word which struck me in the script; it’s all about deep intuitions. It’s not a sort of 
rational process of ‘let’s create a zoo!’ it’s a kind of coming from George’s intuition and 
instinct – and then Albert’s intuition follows him. And gradually, it all kind of gets in to 
line with his intuition on why this is so important.  
 
Have you shot many scenes with the animals? 

A few. Albert is one step behind, story-wise. So the front foot with the animals is 
George and June, so they’ve done the scenes with the animals, and then Albert is l ike 

observing and he’s gradually led to touching them or meeting them and that’s what it’s 
been like for me.  

 
Ralf Little Plays Billy Atkinson 
 
How would you describe Our Zoo?  
The show is a true story, following George Mottershead and his family, who comes 
back from the war, unable to reintegrate in to society but finds meaning and purpose 
in following his dream of founding and developing a zoo because he can relate and find 
comfort in caring for animals. That’s sort of his rehabilitation that had become an 
obsession, and he founds Chester Zoo and brings all the animals and the pitfa lls that go 
with it. He also has to drag his family along with him – it’s not their dream but they 
support him, some more willingly than others, but it’s with his family’s support that 
they eventually try and make it happen. 
 

Can you describe your character?  
My character Billy is the brother-in-law of George Mottershead who has this dream to 

found Chester Zoo. Billy’s sister Liz is married to George so she’s been roped in to this 
crazy dream of founding this zoo, and Billy’s been dragged in to come and help because 
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my character, he’s a bit of a trader, a bit of a wheeler dealer, he’s a bit of Del Boy 50-

odd years before a Del Boy type character existed, but without him it wouldn’t work. It 
wouldn’t happen because, as much as it’s joked about that he’s a bit of a wheeler 

dealer, without him things just wouldn’t happen. So it’s all very well saying ‘oh we got 
these animals, we’ve got this in place and that in place’, but at short notice when you 
need mangoes or whatever and you don’t know where to go, Billy’s your man who will 
go and sort it all out. There’s a lot of fun to be had with him. I don’t think he’s bad at 
what he does, I think he’s actually quite a savvy bloke but a lot of what he does has to 
be covered with bluster and smiles and patter – so I think he can be mistaken for 
someone who is a bit of a cretin whereas, actually, he always comes up with the goods 
in the end. 
 

Is it fun playing Billy?  
Yeah, I’m probably having more fun than anyone else because everyone else – their 

characters – have a lot of responsibilities and they are going through a lot of anxieties 
and Billy tends to breeze through life even if things aren’t going very well, he’ll sort of 

smile and glide over the top of it and somehow, with a bit of a grin, it always seems to 
work out for him in the end. Because of that I just get to have a load of fun playing him. 

When everyone else is having to go through this anxiety of ‘will this work, will that 
work’ and Billy just tends to swan around, going ‘yeah it’ll be fine!’ – I’m having a great 

time! 
 
There’s a tension between Billy and his sister, Lizzie, isn’t there?  
Well Billy’s got a bit of a reputation; he’s a bit of a womaniser so this means that he 
and his sister Liz are quite estranged. Billy is in this situation where he gets on really 
well with his brother-in-law George and he’s helping him with the zoo – but his sister 
who is married to George doesn’t get on with him because they fell out when he 
brought the family in to dispute by being a bit of a womaniser. He sort of disappeared 
off to America, being a bit of a trader, had a great life and came back a couple of years 
later to find Lizzie, his sister, is still not very happy with him. So he’s got that to 
overcome but the way he deals with it is very typically Billy – rather than tackling it 

head-on and talking to her and being grown up about it, he just sort of thinks that 
things will work around in the end. But actually, funnily enough, that works better than 

anything he could have done, he just keeps on managing to pull through and help out 
and in the end I think she comes around. It’s not entirely in the bag - I think she still has 

her reservations about him. Lizzie still thinks that Billy might drag the family down in to 
disrepute in some way… and who knows maybe he will.  
 
What are some of the unique things that Billy tries to sell?  
Well when we first meet him, he’s trying to flog sunglasses , electric shavers and 
lighters and that sort of thing – which sounds pretty run of the mill now, but in the 
1930s no one had ever seen an electric shaver before, he might as well have turned up 
with an iPhone - people wouldn’t have known what on earth it was.  
 
Doesn’t he also have peanut butter?  
Oh yes, peanut butter had only just been invented and he got 10 crates of it, but Billy 
being Billy had heard that this was all the rage in America so he just ordered 10 crates 
of it thinking that it was going to take off here and opened a pot and tried it, and it was 

absolutely disgusting. Peanut butter in the 1930s isn’t what it is now. It’s much tastier 
now- it was sort of like wallpaper paste back then. He’s definitely got a bit of Del Boy 

about him, but he always comes up with the goods. 
 



 

18 
 

What attracted you to the project?  

It’s a great script. Matt Charman is a very clever writer; I was a big fan of his already 
having seen his play The Machine, about the chess supercomputer Deep Blue and its 

match with Garry Kasparov. I saw that in Manchester and I thought it was brilliant, so I 
was already a fan of the writer anyway, so when I saw the script I thought it was really 
clever. I think there is a real fashion and interest at the moment in period – obviously 
there’s the success of Downton, Call the Midwife, Mr Selfridge that kind of thing, I’ve 
never done a period drama. The suits are great, so it was a chance to dress up. All 
actors want to play dress up, really, that’s really why we do it. 
 
Is it a unique experience working with the animals? 
Well they say never work with children or animals and we’ve got a nine year old girl 

and loads of animals on this. Honor is brilliant and the animals they’re… interesting, 
they are… I mean they’re animals. They’re not great at doing what they’re mean to do 

at the exact moment they’re supposed to, so it’s a challenge, but it’s unique. It’s a 
strange job for that reason. But I mean its every now and again when you have those 

moments where you’re like oh this is annoying we’re going to have to do this again, 
you have to stop yourself and go ‘this is AMAZING!, what we’re actually doing is 

amazing’. 
 

Have you met the real June?  
June is around quite a bit. She’s absolutely fantastic. What a character! And of course 
she lived through all of this, so it’s a mixture of being fascinated by the hearing of the 
real stories, so she’d be like ‘of course what you’re doing actually happened and I 
remember that my father was talking about the pelican and it was my favourite pet’. 
She’s absolutely amazing to have around, she’s a real character. Some of the stories 
that she tells are unbelievable. Which is why we are trying to make this. It’s those 
moments where you think to yourself, ‘Actually this is all true.’ I mean we’ve taken a 
couple of liberties with things here and there but, by and large, this is exactly how it 
happened and that’s quite extraordinary. 
 

Amelia Clarkson Plays Muriel Mottershead 
 

Were you aware of the history of Chester Zoo?  
I’ve never been before. My Dad had and when we started the auditioning process he 

found out about it and I read the book that June was involved in called ‘Reared in 
Chester Zoo’. It’s a wonderful story and June is such a big part of this too, she’s here on 
set a lot, she’s absolutely brilliant. 
 
Did you speak to June much?  
Yes I have spoken to her. She’s brilliant on set, she’ll come on and be like ‘There’s my 
sister, that’s my dad.’ She’s lovely and it’s really great to see. 
 
Do you have fun with the other cast members?  
Yeah, I do with Honor. I couldn’t have asked for anyone better to play my little sister 
really. She is amazing. She’s just so funny and she is brilliant, I absolutely adore her. 
 
What attracted you to play the part of Mew? 

I completely fell in love with it when I read the script, it’s so charming. I could not stop 
reading and I just wanted to read the next episode. I really wanted to be a part of it. 

The way it’s written is fantastic.  
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What was it like working with the animals?  

I have worked with Mitch and Malcolm who both play Mortimer - so two monkeys 
playing one part - and goats; I’ve milked some goats which was interesting. 

 
Tell us about milking the goats? 
Strange, I had to be taught how to do it. I thought I was going to hurt it or something, 
but when I came to do it, it was quite satisfying to get the job done. It feels like I could 
be a milk maid. 
 
Did one of the handlers talk you through how to milk the goat?  
Yeah, we had animal handlers for all animals. They just make you feel really 
comfortable with the animals, with the goat he showed me that you don’t hurt them at 

all because they need to be milked. He was great, showed me how to do it, and I could 
do it, surprisingly. 

 
What is your favorite animal on set?  

I’d say the monkeys just because they are really good tempered. I love that fact that 
they are cute and little and are yellow.  

 
Honor Kneafsey Plays June Mottershead 

 
Tell us about Our Zoo?  
It’s about a family who has this passion to make a zoo, make Chester Zoo a place where 
families can spend time with each other  
 
How would you describe your character?  
June is fearless; she doesn’t care if she gets bitten by the animals. She worries about 
the animals more than getting hurt by them. 
 
Tell us about the family?  
We’ve got Lee Ingleby, he’s playing my dad, George Mottershead, then we’ve got Liz 

who is playing my mum –– then we’ve got Anne Reid who is playing my grandma, Lucy. 
Then we’ve got Peter Wight who is playing my granddad, Albert and Amelia Clarkson 

who is playing Mew, who is my sister and then you’ve got me. 
 

What’s June’s story in the show?  
She wants to have a zoo, she wants all these different animals and is determined to 
help her Dad. At one stage she gets a bit down and doesn’t really want to help her dad 
because her dad is getting a bit stressed about it but at the end, she really wants to 
have a zoo, see all the animals and have all the animals in her life. She wants the same 
opportunities as her dad, she’s determined to get this zoo opened, and she will do 
anything to get this open, have all the animals, make sure it’s safe. She doesn’t want to 
lose. She wants to show that Chester can have a zoo and is really determined to make 
it work. 
 
How did Mortimer come in to June’s life?  
Her Dad saw these two animals and they were going to get sold and he didn’t want 
that to happen so he took them. That’s how Mortimer came in to the story and June 

obviously just liked it and became big friends with him. Like an instant bond, like it was 
going to happen, it was destined to happen. 
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Were you excited to work with so many animals?  

I didn’t know how I was going to be with Mortimer because it’s not the normal thing 
where you just have a monkey on your shoulder. The first meeting I was a bit shocked 

because I was not sure what it was going to be like, but I worked with him for quite a 
long time now and I’ve got so used to him.  
 
How did they train you to work with the monkey?  
We went to the Amazing Animals and I got to see him. The first time I was just walking 
around to get comfortable with him. I did have my shoulder up a bit wonky because I 
didn’t know what they were going to weigh. They were heavy first of all for me, I 
thought monkeys were going to be quite light. It was heavier than I thought. 
 

Have you met the original June?  
Yeah she’s just so lovely. Just listening to some of her stories that she told me. She took 

me to the zoo and showed me the house she lived in.  
 

Jim Clubb 
Animal Handler & Director of Amazing Animals 

 
What is your background before Our Zoo?  

I’m Jim Clubb and I am the director of Amazing Animals Heythrop Zoological Gardens. 
Amazing Animals is a company set up in 1977, primarily to train and supply animals 
from zoo to domestic farm animals, dogs and cats, especially for the media industry. 
That means animals that are used in TV dramas, TV commercials, feature films and, of 
course, still photography. Not forgetting the natural history work that we do as well; all 
those little shots which can’t be shot in the wild we actually undertake in our own 
studios in Oxfordshire. So our premises are built like a modern zoo. The animals are 
kept in enclosures that simulate natural conditions. They spend most of their time 
when they’re not working in these actual enclosures in their rest time. Now we also 
have our own purpose built studio where we train the animals especially for this sort of 
work. And here at Our Zoo, we have a whole array of different animals we have 

especially prepared for the programme. 
 

How did you get involved with the show?  
We were approached by the producers; they came along to speak to us about this new 

zoo drama they had thought about. When they told me it was about the birth of 
Chester Zoo and the Mottershead family of course, naturally, it inspired me and I 
thought “what a marvelous show this could be”, and we really want to be involved. We 
were delighted when we were chosen to actually supply and train all these little 
animals for it. 
 
Did production come to you with a wish list of animals?  
Absolutely. That’s absolutely correct. What happened was, yes, they came with this 
long list of animals and most of them were ok – most of them we could do – but some 
of them we didn’t have or it was impossible to source and train, so we gradually 
selected the right animals for the right job. Originally the little character, the primate 
Mortimer the monkey, he was originally scripted as a rhesus macaque, but you know 
when we saw little Honor with the rhesus macaque, the monkey was almost bigger 

than her, so we obviously knew that wasn’t the right monkey to use. Also she couldn’t 
interact with it in the same way that she does with the squirrel monkeys. We are very 

lucky to have somebody like Honor who can work with these animals. She has a natural 
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gift for them, and she really excels when we give her an animal. She does exactly what 

we tell her and the animals really, really love her. 
 

Was she given training with the animals?  
Honor came along to Amazing Animals and we introduced her to various animals that 
she might work with – but, of course, mainly Mortimer the monkey. And immediately 
we knew that she was the right person for this job. She rehearsed with us after school 
for a few weeks until she really could understand how to handle the animals, what 
little treats he liked, and it was great fun for her and the monkey as well as all of us. 
 
What are the challenges of working with animals?  
We see the scripts beforehand, and mark up our scripts with what the animals have got 

to do, have a look at the action and then we try it out, see if it can be trained. If the 
action can’t be trained or it’s just impossible for the animal to do that particular thing 

then we’ll speak to the director and say look we need to change this action and make 
suggestions. But of course we’ve been training on this a few months before we started 

here at Our Zoo, so all the animals were prepped for it beforehand. Everything is 
rehearsed beforehand, and we look for what the animals can do naturally and then just 

adapt it. 
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had a prominent TV and film career. Liz is best known for her role of Annie Cartwright 

on the speculative fiction drama Life of Mars. She made her television debut on the 
popular comedy-drama Auf Wiedersehen, Pet and has appeared in A Thing Called Love, 

Teachers and The Crimson Petal and the White. Most recently she starred in From 
There to Here on BBC One. 

  
Her most recent credits include Doctor Who and BBC drama Line of Duty. Her film 

credits include Vera Drake (2004) with Immelda Staunton, Dexter Fletcher’s  Wild 
Bill (2011), The Woman in Black (2012) and the upcoming Pride (2014). 
  

Anne Reid 
 

Anne Reid is a BAFTA Award-nominated English stage, film and television actress best 
known for her roles in Midsummer Murders, Marple and Upstairs Downstairs. 

 
Most recently Anne has starred in the BBC’s BAFTA-winning drama Last Tango in 

Halifax (Red Production Company). Anne received a BAFTA nomination for her 
performance as Celia alongside Derek Jacobi, Sarah Lancashire, Nicola Walker and Nina 

Sosanya, and filming is currently underway for the third series in the UK. 
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Anne played the role of Jean in the BBC comedy series Dinnerladies written by  
Victoria Wood and has appeared in other shows including Life Begins, Shameless, Five 
Days, New Tricks, Prisoners' Wives and Marchlands. 
 
Anne has featured in a number of films including Hot Fuzz, Love and Death on Long 
Island with John Hurt, Cemetery Junction with Ricky Gervais and Song for Marion 
with Vanessa Redgrave and Terence Stamp.  Notably she played the challenging title 
role in The Mother, with Daniel Craig, for which she won the London Fi lm Critic’s Award 

for Best Actress and was nominated as Best Actress at the European Film Awards. 
 

A regular in the West End, Anne most recently performed at the Old Vic in London in a 
production of Ibsen's Hedda Gabler. She was also nominated for an Olivier Award for 

Best Supporting Actress for her performance in Epitaph for George Dillon. 
 
Anne Reid was appointed Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) in the 2010 
Birthday Honours. 
 
Peter Wight  
 
Peter’s television credits include Z-Cars, Meantime, Anna Lee, Life on Mars, Holby 
City, Where the Heart Is, Early Doors, Midsomer Murders, Monday Monday, Party 
Animals and Hit & Miss. He recently appeared as Edmund Lovett in The Paradise and 
the 2012 mini-series Public Enemies and Titanic for ITV.  

 
His films credits include Naked (1993), Secrets & Lies (1996), FairyTale: A True Story 

(1997), Vera Drake (2004), Pride & Prejudice (2005), Babel (2006) and Hot Fuzz (2007). 
 

Ralf Little  
 

Ralf Little shot to fame as Antony Royle in the BAFTA-winning BBC sitcom The Royle 
Family.  Following the original run of The Royle Family, he was cast in Two Pints of 

Lager and a Packet of Crisps as Jonny Keogh for six series. More recently Ralf has both 
starred in and co-written two seasons of Sky 1 comedy series The Cafe.  He followed 
this up with a film for the Sky Arts Playhouse series, which Ralf co-wrote with Nick 
Moran, starring Simon Callow and Richard Wilson as two ageing astronauts on their 
final voyage. 
 
Other television credits include BBC One’s Death in Paradise and ITV comedy-drama 
series Married, Single or Other. His film credits include Michael Winterbottom’s 24 
Hour Party and Telstar. 

 
Ralf’s theatre work earned him an Olivier Award nomination in the Most Promising 

Newcomer category for his performance in Notes on Falling Leaves at the Royal Court 
Theatre. His most recent stage appearances have earned him glowing reviews in the 

revival of Graham Linehan’s The Ladykillers and Peter Nichol’s A Day in the Death of Joe 
Egg. 

 
Amelia Clarkson 

 
Amelia Clarkson is best known for her roles in Jane Eyre (2010), starring Mia 
Wasikowska and Michael Fassbender and Mr.Nice (2010) with Rhys Ifans and Chloe 
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Sevigny. In 2013 she appeared in the dance-comedy All Stars directed by Ben Gregor 

and starring Ashley Jensen, John Barrowman and Mark Heap. She has also appeared on 
several TV series including, Doctors, The Sarah Jane Adventures and The Assets.   

 
Honor Kneafsey 
 
Honor Kneafsey made her film debut in Mark Harris’ thriller Abducted (2014). Her 
television credits include How Not To Live Your Life and BBC One’s Sherlock: A Scandal 
in Belgravia. She recently appeared in an episode of the Big Talk and Channel 4 sitcom 
Friday Night Dinner.  
 

 
Production Biographies 

 

Matt Charman – Writer  
 

Matt Charman's first play, A Night at the Dogs, won the 2005 Verity Bargate Award for 
new writers and was produced at the Soho Theatre, London.  

 

Other productions include The Observer, directed by Sir Richard Eyre, and The Five 
Wives of Maurice Pinder, both of which premiered at the National Theatre, where Matt 

was previously Pearson Writer in Residence. His play Regrets, was staged by New 
York’s Manhattan Theatre Club in March 2012, where Matt’s play The Machine also 

appeared a year later at the Armory in a production directed by the Donmar Theatre’s 
artistic director, Josie Rourke.  Matt is a recipient of the Peggy Ramsay Award and won 

the Catherine Johnson Award for Best Play for The Observer.  
 

For screen, Matt has adapted Irène Némirovsky’s  bestselling novel Suite Française, 
starring Michelle Williams and Kristin Scott Thomas, which is released later this year. 

His original six-part BBC One drama series Our Zoo will air in 2014, followed by a three 
part crime thriller for ITV, Black Work, which will appear in 2015.  

 
Matt is currently developing an original feature film for Steven Spielberg and 

Dreamworks, an adaptation of his own play The Machine for Disney and an original 
musical for the Donmar Warehouse.  

 

George Kay – Writer (Episode 3)  
 

Formerly Head of Development at Twenty Twenty Television and Head of Factual at 
Blast! Films, George became a full time writer in 2009 to concentrate on his first paid 

script commission, Good Luck Anthony Belcher (winner of the 2009 Brit List). 
 

Since then George has been working on Frankie Mackie, a six part television drama for 
Ruby Television and BBC3, original script commissions for Kudos Film and 

Television, Fifty Fathoms/Tiger Aspect and BBC Wales alongside feature scripts for Sony 
and Paramount. 

 
Marcus Wilson – Producer  

 
Marcus Wilson began his career at Yorkshire Television where he worked on numerous 

productions as an Assistant Director including At Home with the Braithwaites, Cutting It 
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and No Angels as well as ITV perennials Heartbeat and Emmerdale. Following that, he 

was the Line Producer on Cutting It and No Angels.   
 

Recently he has been Series Producer on BBC One’s Doctor Who (2010-2013) starring 
Matt Smith, which won a BAFTA for the 50th Anniversary Special, simulcast around the 
world to record-breaking audiences.  
 
Other producing credits include the first series of ITV drama Whitechapel starring 
Rupert Penry-Jones and Phil Davies, Debbie Horsfield’s True Dare Kiss, ITV’s Taggart 
and BBC One’s Paradox starring Tamzin Outhwaite. He was also co-producer on BBC 
One’s BAFTA-winning series Life on Mars.  
 

Andy de Emmony – Director (Episodes 1, 2 and 3)  
 

Andy started his career on Spitting Image, directing ten series of the BAFTA nominated 
satirical show.  He has directed many sitcoms including Red Dwarf (Winning an Emmy) 

and Father Ted (Winning a BAFTA).   
 

After successfully moving across to drama, he was BAFTA nominated for the first series 
of Cutting It and The Wife Of Bath, one of two Canterbury Tales he directed, and again 

for Fantabulosa! starring Michael Sheen, based on the Kenneth Williams Diaries.   
Other notable credits include Life Isn’t All Ha Ha Hee Hee, from the novel by Meera 
Syal, Recovery, starring David Tenant, Filth, starring Julie Walters, God on Trial, set in 
Auschwitz, and Whistle and I’ll Come to You, starring John Hurt. 
 
West is West, Andy's first feature film was released successfully here in the UK and 
Worldwide. This was followed by his second feature Love Bite which was also released 
worldwide. 
 
Recently he has made The Bletchley Circle starring Anna Maxwell-Martin and The 
Wipers Times a satirical black comedy set in WW1 which was nominated for a Bafta, 

and a two part adaptation of J M Falkner s classic novel Moonfleet, starring Ray 
Winstone.  

 
He is currently working on the first three episodes of Our Zoo, a new drama for BBC 

based on the real story of Chester Zoo in 1929. 
 
Robert Mckillop – Director (Episode 4 and 5)  
 
Robert graduated from the NFTS MA Directing Fiction in February 2011. His graduation 
film Strays led to him being chosen as a Screen International 'Star of 
Tomorrow'.  Before attending the NFTS Robert worked as a filmmaker in residence at a 
mental health arts centre in Edinburgh, and was chosen for the ‘Guiding Lights’ 
mentoring scheme in 2008.  In 2012, he directed a romantic thriller Camouflage as part 
of the Coming Up strand for Channel 4.  In 2013 he directed the second series of A 
Young Doctor’s Notebook & Other Stories, a darkly surreal comedy drama shown on Sky 
Arts starring Daniel Radcliffe and Jon Hamm. 
 

Saul Metzstein – Director (Episode 6)  
 

Saul is currently directing the final episode of Our Zoo, a new 6-part drama for BBC 
One. He recently directed the 2nd Unit on two feature films: Black Sea and Suffragette. 
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Prior to that he directed two episodes of The Musketeers and five episodes (including 
the Xmas Special) of Doctor Who for BBC One. In 2011 he directed the 2nd Unit on the 

$35 million sci-fi action film Dredd, which was shot in 3D. Immediately prior to that, he 
directed the final episode of the BBC’s 3-part reworking of the classic period 
drama Upstairs, Downstairs. 
  
The year before Saul directed Micro Men a feature-length comedy drama for BBC Four 
starring Martin Freeman and Alexander Armstrong, which was nominated for an RTS 
Award. 
   
His debut feature film was Late Night Shopping (Ideal World Films for FilmFour, 

Scottish Screen National Lottery Fund, Glasgow Film Office & Senator Film.) The film 
had its World Premiere at the Berlin Film Festival, where it was awarded the C.I.A.C.E. 

prize. 
 

Luke Alkin – Executive Producer   
 

Luke Alkin joined Big Talk from Channel 4 where he was Acting Head of Drama. During 
his time there, Peter Flannery’s The Devil’s Whore and Tony Grisoni’s masterful 

adaptation of Red Riding went into production. Prior to this, he worked at BBC Films as 
a development executive where his credits included multi-award-winning The 
Gathering Storm starring Albert Finney, Bulletboy and Dominic Savage’s Out of Control, 
which won the RTS award.  Luke optioned Jon Ronson’s book The Men Who Stare At 
Goats which was adapted by Peter Straughn and starred George Clooney and Ewan 
MacGregor. Luke produced Dirty War for HBO Films and the BBC, Learners starring 
David Tennant and Jessica Hynes for BBC 1 and Frank Cottrell Boyce’s Grow Your Own 
for BBC Films, the UK Film Council and Pathé. 
 
At Big Talk, Luke has series produced two series of Threesome for Comedy Central 
starring Amy Huberman, Stephen Wight and Emun Elliot. He produced Mike Bartlett’s 

acclaimed drama The Town starring Andrew Scott and Martin Clunes for ITV.  He was 
Executive Producer on two series of Youngers for E4, and Ambassadors a drama 

comedy for BBC 2 written by James Wood and Rupert Walters, starring David Mitchell 
and Robert Webb set in the British Embassy in Tazbekistan. 

 
Kenton Allen - Executive Producer   

 
Kenton Allen is CEO of Big Talk Productions. He is a multi-award-winning producer who 
holds the record for the most individual awards for the Situation Comedy in the history 
of BAFTA, with wins for “Rev.”, “The Royle Family” and “Him & Her”. Other notable 
credits include the Oscar-winning film “Six Shooter”, the comedy series  “Free Agents” 
(US series),  “A Young Doctor’s Notebook”, “Friday Night Dinner”, “The Job Lot “ and 
drama series “The Town” and “Youngers.” Kenton has led the dynamic growth of Big 
Talk Productions over the past 6 years, including BBCW’s investment in Big Talk in 
2008, culminating in the sale of Big Talk to ITV Studios in 2013. Kenton is Executive 
Producer on the nine series Big Talk currently has on-air in the UK including the major 
BBC1 drama series “Our Zoo”, which launches in the autumn/winter of 2014. He is 

leading the company’s growth into internationally co-produced drama and all activity 
in North America, where Big Talk has a number of original and changed format comedy 

and drama projects in development with the major US cable and broadcast networks.  
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Adam Kemp - Executive Producer   

 
Adam Kemp won a reputation as an innovator during a fifteen year career as a senior 

factual and genre commissioner at BBC Television, from 1994 to 2009, mainly in 
specialist factual genres. He now runs Aenon, a boutique indie specializing in high end 
factual drama and historical drama-documentary. 
 
He has well over 100 Executive Producer documentary credits to his name, from Two 
Fat Ladies and The Queens Castle to Emmy Award winning Walking With Dinosaurs 
Specials.  Other innovations he helped create as commissioner include Casualty 1906, 
Killing Hitler, Seven Wonders of the Industrial World and Days that Shook the World. 
He invented the factual drama Hawking and three acclaimed drama-documentaries, 

Pompeii, D-Day and the BAFTA-award winner Dunkirk, plus many other specials such as 
The Last Tommy.   

 
He won acclaim for revitalising the genre of Religion with programmes like The 

Monastery, The Manchester Passion, the BBC One/HBO series The Passion and another 
BBC One series, The Diary of Anne Frank.  

 
From 2005, he was the BBC’s ‘Culture Czar’ responsible for the commissioning of all 

Music & Art programming across four networks and in new media. 
Our Zoo is the first major drama project conceived by Aenon and made in co-
production with Big Talk.  Aenon has a development deal with BBC Worldwide.  
Adam Kemp is a Wirral boy.  

 
 
 

Production Credits 
 
About Big Talk 
 

 
 
Big Talk is one of the UK's leading film and television production companies. It has an 

outstanding slate of original film and television comedy and drama, and a track record 
of nurturing talent both emerging and established since the company began with 

Simon Pegg, Nick Frost and Edgar Wright’s cult television series ‘Spaced’.  
 

Comedy is, and always has been, the beating heart of Big Talk Pictures and 
Productions, often overlapping and conspiring with other genres. Led by Chief 

Executive Kenton Allen and Managing Director Matthew Justice, over the last six years 
the company has expanded significantly into drama and, alongside it, so has the 

breadth and scope of the film material being developed and produced. This includes: 
‘Rev.’ (BBC2) and ‘Him & Her’ (BBC3), which both separately won the BAFTA-award for 

situation comedy,  ‘Friday Night Dinner’ (Channel 4) and ‘Threesome’ (Comedy 
Central). Recent successes in 2013 have included ‘Ambassadors’ (BBC Two), starring 
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David Mitchell and Robert Webb, and ‘Chickens’ (Sky 1), written by and starring Simon 

Bird, Joe Thomas, and Jonny Sweet. New in 2014 will be ‘Raised By Wolves’, written by 
Caitlin and Caroline Moran (Channel 4), and ‘The Job Lot’, which returns for a second 

series (ITV2). Currently in production is ‘Cockroaches’ (ITV2), a comedy series set in a 
post-apocalyptic world, written by Freddy Syborn, and starring Daniel Lawrence Taylor, 
Esther Smith and Jack Whitehall.  
 
Big Talk Productions also continued to make its mark in drama programming 
throughout 2013 with the second series of ‘A Young Doctor’s Notebook & Other 
Stories’ (Sky Arts), starring Jon Hamm and Daniel Radcliffe, which won a Broadcast 
Award in 2014 for Best Multi-Channel Programme. ‘Youngers’ (E4), proved to be a big 
hit and returned for its second series in 2014. New titles include Nick Frost vehicle ‘Mr 

Sloane’ (Sky Atlantic) from Emmy-award winning writer and director Robert Weide, 
and the major BBC1 drama series ‘Our Zoo’, which launches in the autumn/winter of 

2014. 
 

In film, Nira Park’s relationship as Edgar Wright’s producing partner was cemented with 
the 2003 release of cult-comedy, ‘Shaun of the Dead’ - the first installment of Wright’s 

iconic ‘Three Flavours Cornetto Trilogy’ starring Simon Pegg and Nick Frost. ‘Shaun’ was 
followed by 2007 box office hit ‘Hot Fuzz’, and 2013’s ‘The World’s End’. The three 

films combined have amassed a box office of over $150 million and the Hot Fuzz DVD is 
owned by 1 in 3 homes in the UK. 
  
To date, Big Talk Pictures’ credits also include: Wright's 'Scott Pilgrim vs The World', 
starring Michael Cera; Greg Mottola’s 'Paul', written by and starring Simon Pegg and 
Nick Frost with Kristen Wiig; Joe Cornish’s critically acclaimed 'Attack the Block'; the 
multi-award winning 'Sightseers', directed by Ben Wheatley and written by / starring 
Alice Lowe and Steve Oram; and Jeremy Lovering's 'In Fear', which debuted 
internationally to critical acclaim at the Sundance Film Festival  in 2013. 
  
2014 has already seen the release of salsa rom-com ‘Cuban Fury’, written by BAFTA 

winning newcomer Jon Brown, directed by James Griffiths and starring Nick Frost, Chris 
O’Dowd, Rashida Jones, Ian McShane and Olivia Colman. BritListed romantic comedy 

‘Man Up’ commenced and completed shooting in the spring and is now in post-
production. It was penned by Tess Morris, directed by Ben Palmer, and stars Lake Bell 

and Simon Pegg. 
  
As well as developing new projects with both Edgar Wright and Joe Cornish throughout 
2014 and beyond, Nira Park and Big Talk Pictures are currently producing ‘Grimsby’ – 
Sacha Baron Cohen’s new action-comedy, directed by Louis Leterrier and starring 
Baron Cohen and Mark Strong. 
  
Big Talk continues to work with some of the most exciting voices in both the UK and 
the US to bring fresh, dynamic, authored stories to screen. 
 
About Aenon  
 
Aenon is a boutique independent TV company.  A renowned factual drama `ideas 

laboratory’ and factual production house, it was founded in mid-2009 by Adam E.L 
Kemp, the veteran BBC Factual Commissioner. Adam is a documentary writer, 

producer/director and executive producer. 
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Aenon specialises the creation of big ideas for UK & US Europe and World in high end 

factual historical drama series and singles, especially `bio pics’  
 

Aenon produces landmark factual documentaries and docudramas under its own flag.  
Aenon now has one major BBC One factual drama series commissioned – a returning 
series - and a further six other BBC dramas in funded script development.   
 
Five landmark documentaries including Churchill’s First World War and the forthcoming 
Gunpowder 5/11: The Greatest Terror Plot have been produced for the BBC and a 
further six development/pilot funds won.   
 
Aenon has had a two-year development deal with BBC Worldwide and in 2013 signed 

with WW a new 3-year factual drama `first look’ development deal.  
 

 
About Chester Zoo 

 
The zoo is 83 years old (opened on 10 June 1931) and has been a conservation charity 

(North of England Zoological Society) since May 9 1934, 80 years this year.  NEZS is the 
organisation that runs Chester Zoo and our conservation campaign, Act for Wildlife. 

Their charitable work extends well beyond the zoo’s perimeter. At home and abroad, 
they support and conduct some 150 field projects for conservation and education in 
more than 50 countries worldwide. 
 
The zoo attracts 1.4 million visitors a year and supports and runs conservation projects 
around the globe and is home to 11,000 animals, 400 different species. 
They are the largest zoo in the UK and the most visited attraction outside of London 
(figs. ALVA, Association of Leading Visitor Attractions) 
 
The zoo is currently building Islands – a £30million development, the largest of its kind 
for a UK zoo. Linked by a series of bridges and including a journey on water, Islands will 

be home to species including the Sumatran tiger, Sumatran orangutan, cassowary and 
the Sunda gharial crocodile. Visitors will move through detailed recreations of habitats 

in the Philippines, Bali, Sulawesi, Papua, Sumba and SumatraIt is set to open in spring 
2015. Not only do they hope Islands will draw and extra 150,000 people to the zoo, 

which already attracts over 1.4m a year, they want it to provide a real showcase for all 
of the vital conservation work carried out and support on these islands, and in other 
parts of Indonesia and South East Asia.
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