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#LovetoRead is a BBC campaign for 2016, bringing together a range of leading  
literary partners to encourage reading for pleasure and to create a national 
conversation about books.

Authors and books have always been at the heart of the BBC but our pledge to book 
lovers is to push reading even higher up the agenda, to include more people, inspire  
a new generation, and let everyone have a say on the books that matter most to them.
 
Over the course of 2016, we want to inspire audiences with a broad range of special 
programming about great authors and their novels on all our platforms – nationally, 
regionally and locally. Across the nation our radio stations are in the process of 
launching book clubs in partnership with their local libraries and the autumn will see 
the launch of a nationwide social media campaign to share book recommendations. 
In the summer, we’re putting a focus on children’s books and celebrating Roald Dahl’s 
centenary and many of the ‘Awesome Authors’ at work today. 

In the autumn, we’re celebrating some of the Books That Made Britain and asking 
the nation to share the book that matters most to them through social media. There’ll 
be 14 national and regional documentaries identifying the books that have defined 
different parts of the UK and discussions on all local networks. In October on BBC Two, 
Saturday night will be Book Night with a host of programming celebrating authors, 
reading and much, much more. 

Meanwhile Mariella Frostrup, Simon Mayo, Harriett Gilbert and James Naughtie will drive the 
campaign on radio and online. On Radio 2 Simon Mayo will be talking to celebrity authors 
about the books they couldn’t live without and there will be a wealth of programming across 
Radio 3 and 4 including a new series within Open Book and a special Radio 4 Bookclub. The 
season will culminate with the #LovetoRead weekend in early November when the BBC and 
partners hope to inspire everyone everywhere to read something new. 

Throughout the year, we’ll be encouraging the public to get writing as well as reading, 
through our schemes such as 500 Words, the BBC National Short Story Award and the 
Young Writers Award.

No other broadcaster celebrates authors or encourages reading like the BBC. With so 
many of our services committed to books, we want to make it easier for audiences to 
find what they want. Now BBC Arts has enhanced its Books site, bringing audiences the 
best of what we do.

Our ambition for 2016 is to get the nation reading more, talking about the books they 
love, and by doing so inspiring a new generation of readers too.



BBC ONE
The One Show  
As part of the BBC’s Roald Dahl centenary celebrations, Cerys Matthews uncovers the 
story behind the children’s classic Danny, the Champion of the World. 

BBC TWO 
The Marvellous World of Roald Dahl 
Fighter pilot, inventor, spy… this documentary is the story of Roald Dahl’s greatest 
adventures and how his real-life escapades found expression in his most famous books 
from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory to Matilda. 

BBC FOUR
The Secret Life of Children’s Books
Two documentaries about classic children’s books:  The Water Babies, presented by  
The Reverend Richard Coles and Five Children and It, presented by Samantha Bond.  
Also on BBC Four there’ll be another chance to see the 1991 adaptation of Five Children 
and It. 

Moominland Tales: The Life of Tove Jansson  
Another chance to see this documentary which reveals the strong autobiographical slant 
in the Moomins series as it traces the author’s own extraordinary story, from living the 
bohemian life of an artist in war-torn Helsinki, to becoming a recluse on a remote island 
in the Gulf of Finland.

What Do Artists Do All Day? Shirley Hughes 
Aged 88, Shirley is still working and this special episode of What Do Artists Do All Day 
follows her drawing and painting illustrations for her latest Alfie book, offering a delightful 
glimpse into the creative life of one of the nation’s most treasured children’s authors.

B is for Book 
Shot over the course of a year in Hackney, London, B is for Book follows a group of 
primary school children as they take their first steps into the world of the written word.  
Some make a flying start, others struggle. The film charts each child’s progress, from 
their tentative first steps with the alphabet to their first meetings with an author and their 
introduction to the magical world of stories.

AWESOME  
AUTHORS
In the summer, we’ll be putting the spotlight on the books and authors 
who have shaped both us and our children. 



CBBC
Horrible Histories Special: Staggering Storytellers 
The award-winning Horrible Histories - starring Tom Stourton, Jess Ransome, Jalaal 
Hartley and Mel Giedroyc - returns with a one-off special about Staggering Storytellers. 
It takes a look at some of literature’s greatest works from how a party at Lord Byron’s 
house led to the writing of the Gothic masterpiece Frankenstein to just how Charles 
Dickens was the Harry Styles of his day. And there’s a celebration of brilliant female 
writers, with Malorie Blackman, Enid Blyton, Jacqueline Wilson and Beatrix Potter getting 
on down, Little Mix stylie.

Blue Peter 
Blue Peter is supporting the  #LovetoRead campaign in its jam-packed ‘I Love Books’ 
show, featuring Blue Peter’s ‘Book of Words’, where Radzi, Barney and Lindsey catch up 
with various children’s authors, offering advice, insights and funny book stories, as well 
as revealing their own favourite word.

Jamie Johnson
Filmed in Nottingham and featuring cameos from football royalty Gary Lineker, Ruud  
Gullit and Notts County FC’s Roy Carroll, this fantastic children’s drama will  be shown 
around the beginning of the Euro 2016 Championships, and is inspired by the book series 
also titled Jamie Johnson, written by former Football Association editor Dan Freedman.

Bottersnikes and Gumbles
Bottersnikes and Gumbles, an animated series, adapted from the popular book series by 
Australian writer S.A. Wakefield, with illustrations by Desmond Digby.

The CBBC Book Club
Presented every Sunday by self-confessed bookworm Katie Thistleton, The CBBC Book 
Club incorporates a mixture of audience video reviews and book selfies to celebrity 
author interviews and the regular book of the month slot.

Awesome Authors at CBBC Live in Birmingham
CBBC and BBC Learning are partnering with Birmingham City Council and the Library 
of Birmingham for an event which aims to get children excited about reading, creative 
writing and storytelling. To inspire them, some of the UK’s best-loved authors as well as 
some of CBBC’s biggest stars are heading to the Library of Birmingham and Centenary 
Square on Saturday 16 July and Sunday 17 July. Authors appearing include, amongst 
others, Jacqueline Wilson, David Baddiel, Liz Pichon and Frank Cottrell Boyce.

CBeebies 
A host of celebrities will read younger viewers a different story each night on CBeebies 
Bedtime Stories. Plus, parents can download the CBeebies Storytime app with fun new 
stories featuring CBeebies characters and shows that little ones will love.



RADIO
RADIO 3
The Essay: Dahl at 100 
Radio 3 commemorates Dahl at 100 with five writers who celebrate what made him one 
of the greatest story-tellers of all time:  with essays from author and performance poet 
Laura Dockrill,  writer Frank Cottrell-Boyce, screenwriter Jeremy Dyson, poet and former 
Children’s Laureate Michael Rosen and biographer Donald Sturrock.

Essential Classics: Chris Riddell 
To help launch the BBC’s #LovetoRead season, the Essential Classics guest is the 
illustrator, writer and Children’s Laureate Chris Riddell. 

Private Passions: Julia Donaldson
Julia Donaldson talks to Michael Berkeley about the origins of The Gruffalo – which has 
sold an astonishing 10 million copies – and the secret of writing for children. 

Sunday Feature: Not Suitable for Children  
BBC Radio 3 New Generation Thinker Sophie Coulombeau charts the complex history 
of the children’s books which have been censored, banned, withdrawn from libraries 
or found themselves at the centre of very public debates about just what is and isn’t 
suitable for children.

RADIO 4 
Boy and Going Solo
Dramatisations of Dahl’s autobiographies, beginning with the unfortunate incident that 
left his father without an arm, to Dahl’s decision at 18 to travel overseas, details of his 
life in Africa and his exploits as a World War II pilot.

Another Twist of Dahl 
Charles Dance leads the cast as the urbane storyteller in dramatisations of five  
classic tales by Roald Dahl. Bizarre and amusing by turns, these dark comedies are  
justly famous for their surprise endings, and their rogues’ gallery of crooks, cheats  
and schemers.

Archive Hour on Dahl: Roald Dahl In His Own Words
Archive Hour will be mining the rich seam of public and private interviews with Roald 
Dahl to explore his unique combination of darkness, mischief and invention which has 
spawned a creative legacy that continues to grow.

A Gremlin In The Works: When Dahl Met Disney
Gerald Scarfe uncovers the remarkably little-known story behind the great ‘lost’ Gremlins 
film that united two of the world’s greatest storytellers: Disney and the then British spy, 
Roald Dahl. 

There’ll also be a special edition of Open Book on children’s literature.
 



BBC ONE
The Moonstone
A new adaptation of Wilkie Collins’ legendary novel The Moonstone will be broadcast over 
five consecutive days on BBC One Daytime in association with BBC Learning.  

BBC TWO
Books night
For three weeks in October, Saturday nights will become Books night on BBC Two with a 
whole range of programming including profiles, interviews, documentaries and feature 
films and will include...  

The Secret Life of Sue Townsend
Beloved by audiences and critics alike, Townsend’s work is loved by many. Yet while her 
work made her one of Britain’s most celebrated writers, she once said that no amount of 
balsamic vinegar or Prada handbags would make her forget what it was like to be poor.  
Julie Walters narrates the untold story of one of Britain’s favourite comic authors.  

Artsnight: Michael Palin meets Jan Morris
Veteran broadcaster Michael Palin travels to north Wales to interview the legendary travel 
writer.  Now in her 90th year, Michael Palin meets Jan and finds out the secret to her long 
and happy life.

The School that Ripped Up the Rule Book
In this fascinating documentary, Javone Prince and Helen Skelton tackle a decline in 
teenage reading as they work with local kids to challenge both schools and the town to 
read more.  

BBC Two will also be showing coverage of this year’s Man Booker Prize

BBC FOUR
Secrets of Genre Fiction
In this three-part series, Andrew Marr explores the imaginary worlds of George R.R. 
Martin, Agatha Christie and John le Carré and others, as he deconstructs three genres of 
popular fiction:  Fantasy Epics, Detective Fiction and the Spy Novel.

The Virago Story
In 1973 a group of women got together and formed Virago Press; these women were 
determined to make a change by giving women a voice and reclaiming women’s 
literature. This is the story of the authors, the books and the people that made Virago.

BOOKS THAT  
MADE BRITAIN
In October, we’re going to celebrate Books That Made Britain – including a 
search for the books you love and you think everyone should read.  The season 
will be supported by a BBC Learning social media campaign when we will be 
encouraging our audience to share their most treasured reads. 



Imagine…Marlon James
As part of the Books That Made Britain season there will also be an Imagine 
profiling the charismatic and provocative author Marlon James, winner of the 
2015 Man Booker Prize for A Brief History of Seven Killings. 

NATIONS AND REGIONS
The landscapes and cities that inspired some of our most loved authors 
will be celebrated in a series of documentaries produced by BBC English 
Regions, BBC Scotland, and BBC Northern Ireland in partnership with BBC 
Learning. Each of the 14 programmes will be presenter led and feature 
between three and five authors exploring local and regional identities –  
a mix of the familiar and contemporary, famous and surprising.
The 14 documentaries will transmit regionally on BBC One with highlights 
on BBC Four.

SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN 
BBC Learning will be taking to Twitter and Facebook to encourage a national 
conversation about the books that mean something to us, with authors and 
celebrities sharing the stories that have meant most to them and the public 
recommending their own treasured reads. Meanwhile, teenagers and young 
adults will see musicians and vloggers share their own favourite books on 
Instagram and Snapchat, encouraging their followers to do the same.
 

RADIO
RADIO 2
In the month leading up to the BBC’s #LovetoRead Weekend Simon Mayo, host 
of Radio 2 Drivetime and the Radio 2 Book Club, will open up the writer’s room 
each Wednesday to delve deeper into the minds of four big name authors. 
Which works of literature inspired them to become writers? And which works of 
literature will they choose as their all-time top three reads?  

RADIO 3
The Essay:  Letters to Writers
The novelist Ian Sansom writes five letters to five dead writers, asking them 
about the art of writing. (Geoffrey Chaucer, Jonathan Swift, George Eliot, 
Virginia Woolf and Agatha Christie)

The Essay:  The Book that Changed Me
A new series of the Radio 3 programme in which well-known people explore 
the book that had a significant impact on their lives and careers. Featuring 
American TV writer David Simon, VICE journalist Ben Anderson, singer Pauline 
Black, artist Tacita Dean and film, theatre and opera director, Sir Richard Eyre.

The Essay:  The Mabinogion Revisited
Five Welsh writers reflect on the greatest literary treasures of the  
medieval world, The Mabinogion with a series of essays by academics, poets 
and broadcasters.

Free Thinking:  Research into Reading
Radio 3’s arts and ideas programme dedicates a special edition to the latest 
research into reading habits – past and present.  



By November our campaign to inspire people 
not just to read but to talk about the books 
they love will have placed novels and reading 
at the forefront of the nation’s mind and will 
culminate with the #LovetoRead weekend on 
5th and 6th November.

We’ll be using the full range of our services to 
encourage everyone to put some time aside and 
curl up with a book. We’ll be asking all our BBC 
presenters across our local, regional and network 
stations and channels to sign off with reading 
recommendations. On Radio 4 James Naughtie will 
be devoting his monthly book club to the book he 
would most like to share with listeners.

Presenters from every single local radio station 
will be doing readings from their favourite 
books in their local libraries. Radio 3 will be 
asking listeners and presenters to share their 
recommendation of the best novels about music 
and Radio 4 Extra will be celebrating books 
over the weekend including a special three hour 
programme curated by James Naughtie as he 
shares his favourite readings and adaptations.

The Verb
Ian McMillan’s weekly celebration of the word – 
written, spoken and performed – will be joining 
the campaign in the run up to the #LovetoRead 
weekend. The programme will be hosting one of 
its new Poetry Book Clubs, in which readers join a 
well-known poet to explore one of their collections

RADIO 4
Throughout October and in the run up to the 
#LovetoRead Weekend, the many strands on 
Radio 4 that regularly feature writers (including 
Woman’s Hour, Start the Week, Midweek, 
Saturday Live, Loose Ends, Word of Mouth, 
Desert Island Discs) will be celebrating the 
#LovetoRead campaign while there will be the 
usual mix of great literary listening in Book of the 
Week, Book At Bedtime and the Short Story Slots.

Open Book
Alongside the regular author interviews, 
international reportage, news from the book 
world and literary discussions, Open Book will 
launch a new series in October in which two 
highly acclaimed writers from the same genre but 
different generations discuss the pleasures and 
challenges of reading each other’s work.

Front Row
Radio 4’s daily Arts programme will be featuring 
major author interviews and its regular books 
coverage in the weeks leading up to the 
#LovetoRead Weekend, including in-depth 
coverage of the BBC National Short Story Award 
and the Man Booker Prize.

A Good Read
In a special edition, presenter Harriett Gilbert will 
nominate her own most-loved read of all time, and 
as ever throughout the month she and her guests 
will be sharing the joy of reading for pleasure in all 
its forms and genres.

Radio 4 Bookclub
James Naughtie brings a weekend of authors across 
Radio 4 to a close with a very personal Bookclub, 
recorded on location at the Hawes Inn in South 
Queensferry and revealing his own recommendation 
for a very special and formative read.    

NATIONS AND REGIONS
All local radio stations will be joining in the debate 
about which books best represent their area with 
phone-ins and features.

#LovetoRead 
Weekend



We will be working with a range of partners including reading charities, libraries, 
publishers and booksellers to join-up with the books and reading initiatives 
already planned by the sector.  Partners will also engage with and amplify our 
broadcast moments to inspire the public and to share the pleasures of reading. 

#LovetoRead Partners

“Children who enjoy reading will have better 
literacy levels and a greater chance of success 
in life. #LovetoRead celebrates reading for 
enjoyment, and we encourage everyone to 
share their favourite stories and to try books 
recommended by others too.”

Jonathan Douglas, Director, National Literacy Trust

“The Scottish Library and Information Council 
is proud to celebrate the nation’s rich reading 
culture with the BBC’s #LovetoRead Campaign. 
Local libraries enable everyone to escape with a 
book, join the debate and experience something 
new. #LovetoRead.”

Pamela Tulloch, CEO, Scottish Library and 
Information Council

"Reading has no downsides. It builds empathy, 
knowledge, confidence, vocabulary, and is just 
a wonderful thing to be able to do. We know 
that children who enjoy reading see their life 
chances rocket, and we are delighted to support 
the BBC's #LovetoRead. We hope that children 
everywhere will love to read and we'll be here to 
support them every step of the way.” 
 
Diana Gerald, CEO, Book Trust 

“The Reading Agency and The Society of Chief 
Librarians are really looking forward to the BBC’s 
#LovetoRead campaign and working together to 
inspire more people to read more. We know what 
a difference enjoying reading can make to all 
our lives and, as the recent evaluation of World 
Book Night 2016 has shown, just how powerful 
sharing a book can be. We hope everyone will get 
involved; it is going to be a great year.”

Sue Wilkinson, Chief Executive, The Reading Agency
Janene Cox, Society of Chief Librarians

“We’re delighted to support the BBC’s #LovetoRead 
campaign encouraging reading for pleasure;  
help spread the love of reading by becoming a 
Reading Ambassador.” 

Stephen Lotinga, CEO, The Publishers Association
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