
 

 

GET CREATIVE MARKS ANNIVERSARY WITH GET CREATIVE DAY  

APRIL 2nd, 2016 
Over 1,080 organisations signed up; hundreds of creative events held across the UK and over 

a million visitors online 

 
For immediate release: Get Creative Day on Saturday 2nd April, 2016 celebrates a year of Get 

Creative – a campaign encouraging participation in arts, creativity and culture  – initiated by the BBC 

and cultural movement What Next? and delivered in partnership with key cultural organisations 

including Voluntary Arts, Fun Palaces and the Crafts Council. 

More than 1,080 organisations signed up to take part in the challenge to Get Creative, which has 

seen the BBC work with an unprecedented number of arts, cultural and voluntary organisations 

across the UK including Culture at King’s, 64 Million Artists, Family Arts Campaign, Crafts Council, 

Into Film, RIBA and Heritage Open Days, as well as grassroots organisations such as Southport 

Photographic Society, Somerset Guild of Craftsmen and Knit for Peace.  

The campaign has drawn support from every corner of the UK including author Philip Pullman, 

model Kate Moss, actress Dame Judi Dench, actress Samantha Morton, historian Lucy Worsley, 

Children’s Laureate Chris Riddell, Strictly dancer Jo Clifton, poet Ian McMillan, actor Adrian Lester 

and comedian Johnny Vegas – who launched the campaign with a live demonstration of his pottery 

skills.  

Across the year, hundreds of Get Creative events were held and over a million unique users have 

visited the Get Creative website, which aims to celebrate and encourage people to do something 

artistic and creative.  Over the last year, Get Creative online (www.bbc.co.uk/getcreative) has 

become a gateway to all the incredible initiatives happening across the UK. 

The success of Get Creative’s campaign so far will be marked by Get Creative Day on April 2nd 2016 

which will see creative events taking place right across the UK.   

Jonty Claypole, Director of Arts, BBC says: “Get Creative celebrates the imagination and 

inventiveness practised by millions of Britons day in and day out, because creativity is what makes us 

human. It does this by building connections between everyday artists, organisations and audiences 

right across the country, and putting a spotlight on what they do. I'm thrilled with what the 

campaign has achieved over the last year and the fantastic range of events planned for Get Creative 

Day - from animation workshops in Wales to improv classes in Liverpool and a 'Creatathon' in 

Northern Ireland - is the fruit of immense engagement and collaboration.”  

Stella Duffy, Co-Director, Fun Palaces says: “Fun Palaces has been delighted to join in with BBC Get 

Creative over the past year - not only does Get Creative embody our own passion for everyday 



 

artists and grassroots creativity, it welcomes the wild, the quirky, the gloriously individual, 

celebrating a truly British creativity, freed from the constraints of tradition.” 

Robin Simpson, Chief Executive, Voluntary Arts, says: "Taking part in creative cultural activities 

develops new skills, builds confidence, aids your thinking and understanding, helps you make new 

friends, increases your wellbeing and is great fun. For millions of people across the UK the everyday 

creativity they practice on a regular basis makes a huge contribution to their quality of life. In its first 

year Get Creative has showcased the richness and variety of this - often overlooked - everyday 

participation across the country and across the BBC. Get Creative Day provides a moment to 

celebrate and a national call to action for everyone to get creative." 

 

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS ACROSS THE UK INCLUDE: 

Across the UK, Get Creative Day offers a unique opportunity to do something new: from ceramics to 

music, digital workshops to textiles and drama to dance – there’s something for everyone.  

Venues of all shapes and sizes, from Sage Gateshead to the Battersea Arts Centre, will be nominating 

themselves as ‘Creativity Welcome Here’ spaces for the day – encouraging people to come in and 

use their cafés and foyers as spaces to get creative, from open mic sessions to mosaic making. 

On Get Creative Day, a new public engagement campaign named Treebank will be announced.  The 

campaign links to acclaimed artist Katie Paterson’s ambitious new public art work, Hollow, built from 

10,000 different species of wood, which will form a permanent installation at the University of 

Bristol's Royal Fort Gardens. A collaboration between BBC Four, BBC Get Creative and public 

art producers Situations, Treebank  will allow people to ‘save’ a tree for future generations, through 

uploaded memories, photos and stories. The making of Hollow will also be documented by the BBC 

Four series What Do Artists Do All Day, showing alongside a major new James Fox film about land 

art in May. 

WALES  

BBC Wales has a whole weekend of creativity planned between 1st and 3rd April. The BBC will be 

working with cultural and voluntary organisations, groups and societies who will be hosting events 

across Wales to create a bumper weekend celebrating the country’s creativity. The activities will be 

led by BBC Radio Wales presenter Wynne Evans. BBC Wales will highlight unique and inspiring 

stories from a number of the activities across its services. Welsh audiences can find out what’s going 

on in their area at bbc.co.uk/getcreativewales. 

 The fun kicks off with an action packed free event at Galeri, Caernarfon on Friday, April 1st. Open to 

all, the event promises to be one big gathering of creative activity, crafts and fun for every age. 

Activities will include: 

 Performances throughout the day from the popular children’s character, Dona Direidi 

 Wynne Evans will be broadcasting his BBC Radio Wales show live between 11am and 1pm, 

BBC Radio Cymru’s Shân Cothi will be live from 10am-12pm and Tudur Owen from 2-5pm. 

There’ll also be an opportunity to have your picture taken with Doctor Who’s TARDIS. 



 

 Presenter workshops with BBC Wales’ Rhian Haf and S4C’s Elin Fflur, about the latest digital 

creative technology with the BBC Wales Innovation Lounge. 

 A musical instrument workshop with members of the BBC National Orchestra of Wales and 

performances from Horizons artists, a Lego coding challenge, and local arts and crafts 

demonstrations.  

Other organisations across Wales will be holding events, including film and education organisation 

Into Film will be holding free animation workshops for young people in Merthyr Tydfil, South Wales 

for primary school pupils and older students on 1st April. See bbc.co.uk/getcreativewales for more 

details. 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

The focal point for Get Creative Day NI is the Createathon in the Ulster Museum Belfast. Northern 

Ireland’s creative community is coming together for a whole day of activities involving craft, dance, 

music, cartoon, minecraft, exhibitions, reading, poetry, printing and more…  The events will start at 

11am and run to 4pm. Admission is free and all are welcome. For full details of Get Creative Day 

across NI visit www.voluntaryarts.org/getcreativedayni . 

BBC Northern Ireland will be encouraging audiences to Get Creative through a range of output 

across television and radio: 

 The Arts Show on Thursday 24th March at 10pm on BBC Two NI, sees presenter Marie-Louise 

Muir finding out more about Get Creative Day on Saturday 2nd April as she visits Craft Northern 

Ireland, where weather presenter Barra Best is  trying his hand at a spot of pottery.  

 The action then moves to The Arts Show on BBC Radio Ulster/Foyle (Tuesdays-Fridays at 

6.30pm) which, in the week leading up to Get Creative Day, will meet key figures from arts and 

crafts organisations in Northern Ireland, who are encouraging the public to Get Creative through 

a series of events and activities.  

 BBC Radio Ulster’s Gerry Kelly (12pm – 1:30pm) will mark Get Creative Day itself on Saturday 2nd 

April, with a special live outside broadcast from the Ulster Museum, which will also be filmed 

and streamed live on bbc.co.uk/radioulster . 

SCOTLAND 

The Scottish Storytelling Centre in Edinburgh will showcase wall hangings created by people of 

different ages and cultures plus an interactive, musical storytelling journey for springtime, making 

musical instruments from recycled materials. 

ENGLAND  

London: The Royal Institute of British Architects will have activities for all ages to create new cities 

out of bricks, sticks and recycled bits.  Into Film will be hosting film making sessions and the Young 

Vic will be running free backstage tours. At Sadler’s Wells, the National Youth Dance Company will 

invite audiences to join them for a group improvisation. 

Liverpool has over 20 events across the city with free taster sessions on everything from 

dressmaking to a chance for budding musicians to take part in a real brass band rehearsal.  FACT 

http://t.sidekickopen04.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJN7t5XZsf6pQ0N5vg7PTfD0P2W4WrNGj56dyPMf2-cZrY02?t=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.voluntaryarts.org%2F2016%2F03%2F03%2Fcreateathon-in-the-ulster-museum%2F&si=5058594790703104&pi=fac0fd6c-ec69-476a-d062-752998b68b99
http://www.voluntaryarts.org/getcreativedayni


 

(Foundation for Art and Creative Technology) will have a Star Lab open to explore the universe 

through activities and games, including creating your own star. Liverpool Carnival Company will offer 

beginners Samba dance classes and a chance to see how carnival costumes are made. There will be a 

TV & Film acting workshop run by UK & LA Casting Director Kerrie Mailey and actor Phil Perez where 

audiences can learn audition techniques, improvisation & script work. Plus free comedy and 

improvisation workshops and creative writing sessions. 

BBC Radio Merseyside & Up for Arts are showcasing the charity ‘Cinema for All’ (who are 

celebrating 70 years) and Performance Space will offer a free drop-in session between 11am – 1pm 

at the BBC in Hanover Street Liverpool on Saturday 2nd April.  Attendees can also find out about 

setting up their own cinema group and discover how they can screen films. 

Manchester will host free ceramics taster workshops at the Manchester Crafts and Design 

Centre and Stanley Grove Primary Academy are opening up on  Saturday with a rolling programme 

of taster workshops including belly dancing with The Northern Belly Company, Samba drumming, 

print making with Whitworth artist Andy Birch plus green screen film-making and ukulele playing. 

Visitors will even be able to make their own 'creative picnic' to enjoy in the lunch break. 

 

In Preston, Curious Minds will be working with partner organisation Blaze to open their doors for a 

creative visioning workshop to consult young people on what they want to see happening for 

cultural education in Preston. They will be working with a comic book artist to pull all their ideas 

together in a creative way. 

BBC Lancashire will be broadcasting live from Blackburn Library with a range of free activities on 

offer between 11am-2pm run by local group The Community Living Rooms -  including seed-potting, 

urban sketching, Dhol and Djembe drumming plus a dance flashmob to join in with. 

Arbeia Roman Fort in South Shields will open its doors to all, offering visitors have-a-go Roman 

creative activities including Roman face-pot painting and creating textiles. 

In Tynemouth, Art from the Lens Gallery will turn over their space to showing printed images by 

local people, with the hope of encouraging more people to see the value and beauty of printed 

photographs (rather than just seeing them on computers or phones). Visitors will also be able to 

view some of their original vintage photographs dating from the 1850s onwards. 

In Derby, local artists Laura Mossop and Tony Hall are offering a day of digital drawing at Derby 

QUAD, including apps, Photoshop and 3D printing. 

In Norwich, Norwich & Norfolk Community Arts and Norwich City Council will host a Carnival 

Inspiration day with ideas for costume and float designs, talks on the history of the procession in 

Norwich and a panel discussion. At North Wymondham Community Centre there will be adult 

colouring in, print making, creative writing presentations and a crafts showcase.  

In the South West, the ICIA, part of the University of Bath, will be opening its doors for a day of free 

events including learning some basic Latin and Ballroom dance moves, knitting and an open 

rehearsal for their Capoeira society. In Bristol there will be free drop in art sessions all day at Cabot 

Circus Shopping Centre run by GO SKETCH. Worcester Cathedral will be running drawing master 

classes with artist Sara Hayward and the Somerset Guild of Craftsmen in Wells will be showcasing 



 

their skills through demonstrations of a range of craft activities including stone carving, jewellery-

making and mosaic design.  Laura Rawlings on her BBC Bristol show will be encouraging audiences 

to get creative all week. 

In Cornwall, people will be making ceramic wall tiles to form part of a large outdoor mural at 

Barnoon Workshop in St Ives and there will be physical theatre workshops, a Guerrilla Art Studio and 

hands-on Afro-Cuban music sessions at Redwing Arts in Penzance.  BBC Radio Cornwall will be 

talking to people getting involved across the county right across the weekend. 

 

In Kent, Wide Eyed Theatre and Ideas Test will be running a day of storytelling workshops, inviting 

local people to bring along an object they associate with the subject of ‘Home’ and develop a story 

about it. The stories will be recorded in a giant book that will have a home at Ideas Test’s home at 

No.34 High St, Sittingbourne, for passers by to read and learn about a great day of story-

making. Stories from the day will also be recorded and broadcast on Wide Eyed Theatre and Ideas 

Test’s websites. Visit:  http://ideastest.co.uk/event/454203/ 

 

And online, Into Film have compiled  advice on how to get creative behind the camera from a host 

of film industry professionals including Academy Award winner Ron Howard, Aardman Animations 

and director Steve Martino. Covering many ways to bring your story to life, they offer advice on how 

to approach making a film, blending sound and how to add emotion to animation. A selection of 

corresponding free resources are available to download to help you get started. For more 

information: https://www.intofilm.org/theme/14. 

 

Those taking part in the activities are asked to celebrate and share their own creativity using 

#bbcgetcreative   

GET CREATIVE HIGHLIGHTS OVER THE LAST YEAR 

CELEBRITY SUPPORTERS… http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/mediapacks/getcreative 

Get Creative has attracted many supporters including:  

 Philip Pullman who held a live Twitter Q&A about drawing and creativity.  

 Children’s Laureate Chris Riddell drew a blog about creativity for the site.  

 BBC poet Ian McMillan ran a workshop at the Hay Festival teaching audiences how to write a 
poem.   

 Strictly dancer Jo Clifton filmed six dance masterclasses for the campaign from the Tango to the 
Foxtrot . 

 Actor Adrian Lester shared his passion for photography . 

 Actress Samantha Morton talked about how poetry had saved her life.   
 
EVERYDAY ARTISTS SHOWCASED… 

Get Creative has given everyday artists from the around the UK a platform to show off their 

creativity, share their work and inspire others. These have included: 

 Kenneth Small – a retired toolmaker from County Durham who painted a life size reproduction 
of a Canaletto in his back bedroom and calls himself Kenniletto  

http://ideastest.co.uk/event/454203/
https://www.intofilm.org/theme/14
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/mediapacks/getcreative


 

 Clare Spanton, who successfully created something new every day of the year from crochet to 
water colour.   

 Get Creative showcased the work of Knitted Knockers.  This award-winning group of around 650 
volunteer knitters and crocheters make cotton artificial breasts for women who have had 
mastectomies. Last year alone it made more than 2,000 prostheses, supplying them free of 
charge to 800 women. 

 Partners in Rhyme are two young Brummie colleagues and friends who write about their city.  
 

GET CREATIVE EVENTS ACROSS THE UK 

In December last year the Crafts Council held Hey Clay!: over 70 free events that took place across 

the UK, tapping  into the public’s passion for pottery which was ignited by BBC Two’s Great Pottery 

Throw Down.  From Newcastle to Belfast to Cornwall, the free events saw thousands of people roll 

up their sleeves and get creative with clay. 

Fun Palaces celebrated Get Creative in October last year with 142 Fun Palaces encouraging local 

people to create their own arts and science events. Activities ranged from learning 3D garden design 

in Morecambe, Bollywood dancing in Bristol and a Science Ceilidh in Edinburgh where participants 

learnt about DNA replication by dancing the Orcadian Strip the Helix (Willow)! 

The Family Arts Campaign rebranded their annual festival to support Get Creative –the October 

2015 Festival included 4000 events across the country. A highlight included members of the Royal 

Philharmonic Concert Orchestra and students at the Royal College of Music swapping their real 

instruments for instruments made from an array of vegetables with an impromptu open-air 

performance at  the Royal Albert Hall. The Family Arts Campaign are gearing up for a bumper Get 

Creative Family Arts Festival this October.  

Voluntary Arts Woollen Woods held in May last year saw hundreds of knitters, felters and 

embroiderers across the UK creating magical animals and flowers to display in their local forests.  

GET CREATIVE SUPPORTED 20 EXISTING COMPETITIONS AND CAMPAIGNS… 

As well as hosting its own events, Get Creative supported and amplified over 20 existing campaigns 

and initiatives including Museum of the Year’s Photography Prize; The Serpentine Build Your Own 

Pavilion; Art Fund’s Edible Masterpieces; Access Art’s Share a Bird; The Big Draw, Heritage Open 

Days. 

And across the BBC itself, Get Creative supported Countryfile’s Photography competition; Radio 5 

Live’s Well Done U; Mary Ann Hobbs’ Art is Everywhere on 6Music; The BBC’s Little Painting 

Challenge; Radio 3’s Poetry Proms and Radio 3’s Carol competition.  

TOP TIPS AND MASTERCLASSES 

Get Creative held over 25 online masterclasses and workshops throughout the year to encourage 

creativity, from wildlife photography and poetry and painting. 

www.bbc.co.uk/getcreative     #bbcgetcreative 

For BBC Press Enquiries contact: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/getcreative


 

Lauren Gildersleve/Emma Fox on lauren.gildersleve@bbc.co.uk or emma.fox@bbc.co.uk 

 

For Press enquiries for What’s Next? contact:  

Hannah Lambert hlambert.projects@gmail.com 

 

For BBC Picture Enquiries contact: 

bbcpicturedesk@bbc.co.uk 

 

Notes to Editors 

Get Creative, led by the BBC and What Next?, came about as a result of the Warwick Commission on 

the Future of Cultural Value and is collaboration with Voluntary Arts, Culture at King’s, 64Million 

Artists, Fun Palaces, Cultural Learning Alliance and Arts Council England. 

About What Next? 

What Next? is a movement bringing together arts and cultural organisations from across the UK, to 

articulate and strengthen the role of culture in our society. The aim is to engage the public in new 

and different conversations about how and why the arts are important, and become a catalyst for 

fresh thinking and new policy ideas. www.whatnextculture.co.uk 

The Get Creative Champions 

For the full list and weblinks to the Get Creative Champions please visit: www.bbc.co.uk/getcreative 
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