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Inspector George Gently VII 
FOUR NEW FEATURE LENGTH EPISODES 

GENTLY AND BACCHUS 
RETURN WITH NEW INVESTIGATIONS 

AFTER THEIR NEAR-DEATH EXPERIENCE 
 

It’s 1969 and Gently (MARTIN SHAW) and Bacchus (LEE INGLEBY) are both suffering from 
their own physical and mental scars several months after the horrific shootings that nearly 
claimed their lives in Durham Cathedral. The classic series INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY 
returns for its seventh series, with four new feature-length episodes filmed on location in 
Northumberland for BBC ONE. 
 
INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY has become an audience winner and is renowned as a 
series that lovingly recreates the sixties in perfect, nostalgic detail – and MARTIN SHAW and 
LEE INGLEBY make the perfect police partnership, full of warmth, humor and attack. In this 
new series they discover they have different approaches to a world that is changing very fast.   
 
As the series opens, Gently has been pushing himself to full fitness and is back at work, whilst 
Bacchus is still recuperating, from his serious injuries, in a police convalescent home…..  
 
Film One: Gently Between the Lines by Tim Prager, sees Gently shocked to receive Bacchus’s 
resignation, but he soon realises that his sergeant has lost his confidence. Setting about to fix 
Bacchus, Gently insists that whilst he serves out his notice, he needs him to help investigate a 
death in custody. The Newcastle police have arrested rioters as they tried to clear a slum due 
for demolition. The next morning one of the protesters is discovered dead in the cells by WPC 
Rachel Coles (LISA MCGRILLIS – Hebburn, The Pitman Painters). This will turn into a case 
that will have both Gently and Bacchus questioning what it means to be a police officer at a 
time when attitudes to the police are changing. They are no longer the trusted, familiar, local 
“bobbies on the beat”. Police officers are now being seen as agents of the state. Cast includes: 
ROBERT PUGH (The Shadow Line, Game of Thrones), STEVE EVETS (Rev, Five Days), 
RUTH GEMMELL (Inside Man, Utopia), MATT STOKOE (The Village, Misfits) and CAROLINE 
O’NEILL (Doctors, Holby City). 
 
Film Two: Blue for Bluebird by Jess Williams, takes Gently and Bacchus to the Blue Bird 
Holiday Camp, to investigate staff and holidaymakers, when the body of one of the entertainers 
is washed up nearby. The colourful inmates of the holiday camp, from the flamboyant owner 
and his sister, to the chalet girls, performers, lifeguards and guests, throw the investigation 
sideways as Gently and Bacchus uncover a story of jealousy, ambition and the dark underbelly 
of the permissive society. PC Rachel Coles (LISA MCGRILLIS) is now part of the support 
system for Gently and Bacchus at the police station with her modern policing ways….Cast 
includes: PIXIE LOTT in her television drama debut, LEE BOARDMAN (Coronation Street, 
Great Night Out), NEIL MCDERMOTT (Eastenders, Doctor Who), ANDREA LOWE (DCI 
Banks, Coronation Street), EMMA FIELDING (The Cranford Chronicles, Waking the Dead), 
JODIE COMER (My Mad Fat Diary, Casualty) and LISA RILEY (Waterloo Road, Emmerdale). 
 
Film Three: Gently with Honour also by Jess Williams. When two deaths connect in an 
unexpected way, Gently finds himself drawn into the world of drugs and LSD, and considering 
a cold war conspiracy. In the process of his investigation Gently relies on the help of an old 
friend – Cast includes: JEMMA REDGRAVE (Cold Blood, Bramwell), CELYN JONES (Da 
Vinci’s Demons, Casualty), WILLIAM ASH (Waterloo Road) and OLIVER MILBURN 
(Coronation Street, Mistresses). 
 



 4 

Film Four: Gently Going Under by Mike Cullen, sees the painful effects that the pressures on 
the coal mining industry in Northumberland have on a close-knit pit community. A suspicious 
death in the mine in Burnsend leads Gently and Bacchus to explore the tensions and 
relationships in a community whose seams have been ripped wide open by politics – and 
discover grudges that date back to World War II. Cast includes: JACK DEAM (Shameless, DCI 
Banks), LUCY COHU (The Queen’s Sister, Torchwood, Cape Wrath) and MICHAEL SOCHA 
(Being Human, This is England ’86). 
 
Executive producer JOHN YORKE says: "We’re delighted to be filming Inspector George 
Gently again in Durham and the North East – and it’s fantastic to be able to recreate the world 
of 1969. There were such vivid and colourful changes in society at that time - and hopefully our 
series will continue to give a real portrait of the age. “ 
 
INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY is made by Company Pictures, executive produced by Peter 
Flannery and John Yorke for Company Pictures and by Polly Hill for BBC One.  The films are 
produced by Matthew Bird (Death In Paradise, The Street), and directed by Nick Renton (Far 
From The Madding Crowd, Lewis), Bill Anderson (Case Histories, DCI Banks) Tim Whitby 
(Shameless, Bramwell) and Ben Bolt (Downton Abbey, Doc Martin). The writing team this 
season is: Tim Prager (Silent Witness, Waking the Dead), Mike Cullen (Donovan, Taggart) and 
Jess Williams (Call The Midwife).  
 
INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY was re-commissioned by Ben Stephenson, Controller BBC 
Drama Commissioning and Danny Cohen, Controller BBC One.  
 
INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII is filmed on location in Durham and the North East. 
 

 
For further information please contact Deborah Goodman 

on 020 8959 9980 or publicity@dgpr.co.uk 
 
 
 

mailto:publicity@dgpr.co.uk
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
Production Credits 

Film One: Gently Between the Lines 
Film Two: Blue for Bluebird 

Film Three: Gently with Honour 
Film Four: Gently Going Under 

 
 
Producer MATTHEW BIRD 
 
Executive Producers     JOHN YORKE 
       PETER FLANNERY 
  
Executive Producer BBC    POLLY HILL   
 
Writer Gently Between the Lines (1)   TIM PRAGER 
Writer Blue for Bluebird (2)              JESS WILLIAMS 
Writer Gently with Honour (3)  JESS WILLIAMS / STEVE LIGHTFOOT 
Writer Gently Going Under (4)   MIKE CULLEN 
 
Director Gently Between the Lines (1) NICK RENTON   
Director Blue for Bluebird (2) BILL ANDERSON 
Director Gently with Honour (3) TIM WHITBY 
Director Gently Going Under (4) BEN BOLT    
  
 
Line Producer      AMANDA WASEY  
    
Music Supervisor      PETE SAVILLE 
 
Editor Gently Between the Lines (1)   KEVIN LESTER   
Editor Blue for Bluebird (2)    FIONA COLEBACK 
Editor Gently with Honour (3)    TIM MARCHANT  
Editor Gently Going Under (4)   MARY FINLAY  
   
DOP Gently Between the Lines (1) 
      & Blue for Bluebird (2)    KIERAN McGUIGAN 
 
DOP Gently with Honour (3) 
       & Gently Going Under (4)   PETER ROBERTSON 
 
Production Designer     MAURICE CAIN      
       
Costume Designer     ROSALIND EBBUTT 
 
Make-up Designer     MARY-ANNE WAITE 
 
Casting Director     DAVID SHAW    
 
Sound Recordist     GAVIN DUNN      
   
Location Manager     KAYLEIGH CRUICKSHANK 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 

GENTLY BETWEEN THE LINES – Film 1 
By Tim Prager 

 
1969: six months since the shootings in Durham Cathedral. Gently injuries in the shoulder and the 
leg are healed and he is pushing himself back to full fitness. Bacchus shot in the stomach and 
seriously injured has been completing his recuperation in a police convalescent home…..  
 
Summary: Gently is taken by surprise when he learns of Bacchus’s resignation, until he realises 
that his sergeant has lost his confidence. Still suffering his own scars from the Cathedral, Gently 
sets about fixing Bacchus and insists that he help him investigate a death in custody – a case that 
will have both Gently and Bacchus questioning what it means to be a police officer at a time when 
attitudes to the police are changing.  
 
Gently is shocked when he learns of Bacchus’ resignation and annoyed that John hasn’t told him 
directly. He visits Bacchus in the convalescent home where he has been recuperating and realises 
that his sergeant has lost his confidence. Still suffering his own mental and physical scars from the 
Cathedral, Gently sets about fixing Bacchus - by insisting that he helps him with a case while he 
serves out his notice. Gently has been tasked with investigating a death in custody.  
 
The death has taken place in police cells in Newcastle and was discovered by WPC Rachel Coles 
and reported to the station sergeant, Dawson. They say the victim was one of several people 
arrested after a street protest and had to be manhandled into the cells. His body shows signs of 
injury, but there isn’t yet a clear cause of death.   
 
The victim, identified as Simon Thomas is discovered to be a university drop out, a drifter with 
some mental health problems, probably living rough. His middle class family is horrified that he 
has died in police custody and his mother asks Gently, ‘aren’t the police supposed to protect the 
vulnerable?’  
 
Gently and Bacchus learn from the police shift team Baird, Stockdale and Sidwell that Simon’s 
death happened on what had already been a difficult day for the police. They came under attack 
during protests at a slum clearance and the victim was arrested there. The incident shows the 
changing attitudes of the general public to the police force. Where they were once the trusted, 
familiar, local ‘Bobbies on the beat’, police officers are now beginning to be seen as agents of the 
state. Even the kids they meet on the street, like 8 year-old Robbie and his brother think of them 
as ‘pigs’. Another police officer, Ashton, was attacked and seriously injured during the protest. His 
colleagues are angry and Gently ponders whether Simon’s injuries indicate that they decided to 
take justice into their own hands. 
 
As Gently and Bacchus put together more detail about the events leading up to Simon’s death, 
they explore events at the police station, the circumstances of his arrest, and attempt to discover 
what happened before the police arrived at the slum estate. 
  
Rachel is ‘fitted up’ by her male colleagues in the force – and Gently and Bacchus find themselves 
in danger once again on the streets of Durham…… 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII  

GENTLY BETWEEN THE LINES – Film 1 
Cast 

 
George Gently     MARTIN SHAW 
 
John Bacchus     LEE INGLEBY 
 
Lisa McGrillis      RACHEL COLES 
 
PC Taylor  SIMON HUBBARD  
 
PC David Baird MATT STOKOE 
 
Robbie Seddon  LIAM CAFFREY 
 
PC Chris Stockdale CHRIS CONNEL  
 
PC Neil Sidwell CHARLIE RICHMOND 
 
Terry Hanson ALAN RENWICK 
 
Ronny Hanratty STEVEN EVETS 
 
ICU Nurse CHERYL DIXON 
 
Sergeant Archie Dawson                       MICHAEL HODGSON 
 
Nurse Margaret SAMANTHAN MORRIS 
 
Chief Lewington ROBERT PUGH 
 
Librarian FIONA BOYLAN 
 
Katherine Thomas CAROLINE O’NEILL 
 
Pathologist Bob     DON GALLAGHER 
 
Irene Seddon RUTH GEMMEL 
 
 
Behind the scenes on Gently Between The Lines 

• George Gently (Martin Shaw) has a new car this series: a Rover 2000.  
 

• A major scene with actors Martin Shaw / Lee Ingleby and guest star Robert Pugh there was 
a “none of us thought we'd finish the day as none of them could do their lines without 
cracking up!” 

 
Real Facts linked to Gently Between The Lines from 1969:  

• The first temporary artificial heart transplant in a human being was performed at the Texas 
Heart Institute.  
 

• Slums – In 1969 Princess Alexander took a tour of the slums in the north of England. 
 

• Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin and Neil Armstrong were the first humans to set foot on the moon. 
Apollo 12 landed on the moon a 2nd time in 1969, putting the second set of American 
astronauts on the moon. 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
BLUE FOR BLUEBIRD – Film 2 

By Jess Williams 
Summary: The body of a girl washed up by a pier leads Gently and Bacchus to investigate the 
staff and holidaymakers at a family holiday camp. Whilst investigating the death, Gently and 
Bacchus uncover a story of fame-seeking, sex and the dark underbelly of the permissive society. 
    
When the body of a girl, Megan, is washed up on a local beach, Gently and Bacchus begin to 
investigate her death and look into her position as a blue coat at the Bluebird Holiday Camp. They 
are welcomed into the camp by the owner, Todd Stretch, and his sister, Cherry. Gently and 
Bacchus make inquiries with Meg’s colleagues, chalet-mates Gail and Justine, and fitness 
instructor Gary Manners. Meg was a popular member of staff and a charismatic performer, and 
great with the guests.   
 
It is clear that the youth of 1969 have more independence than their parents. Fewer families are 
coming to the camp – and with the ideal of the family beginning to break down, the camp is taking 
fewer bookings than before. Todd insists it is still family oriented and that those values are 
important.  
 
Meg has also been in conflict with her mother, Agnes, about her job – and when Agnes reacts 
strangely to news of the murder, Gently and Bacchus suspect that there’s more to her family 
situation than meets the eye. 
 
Alibis for the night of the murder don’t quite stack up, Gently and Bacchus gradually discover that 
Agnes, Justine and Gary aren’t being quite straightforward about their movements - and in 
addition, a different picture begins to emerge of Meg.  
 
Camp guests are also reacting badly to the news of the murder, and one couple, Tim and Sylvia 
Ryan attempt to leave. Gently and Bacchus discover that Sylvia was with Gary on the night of the 
murder – but scratching the surface of this relationship they learn that Sylvia paid Gary for sex. 
 
All is not as it seems at the Bluebird Holiday Camp……… 
 
The themes of family in this film are played through Bacchus’ relationship with his daughter as he 
tries to get greater access through his ex-wife Lisa. Gently, grieving on the anniversary of his 
wife’s death, steps in to try and help his colleague.  
 
Rachel also becomes part of the support system for Gently and Bacchus at the police station - 
with Gently noticing that Bacchus is unsettled by her modern ways of policing.  
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
           BLUE FOR BLUEBIRD – Film 2 

Cast 
 
George Gently     MARTIN SHAW 
 
John Bacchus     LEE INGLEBY 
 
WPC Rachel Coles     LISA MCGRILLIS 
 
Todd Stretch        LEE BOARDMAN 
 
Cherry Stretch      ANDREA LOWE 
 
Megan Webb      PIXIE LOTT 
 
Agnes Webb      EMMA FIELDING 
 
Justine Leyland     JODIE COMER 
 
Gary Manners     NEIL MCDERMOTT 
 
Gail Arnold      AMELIA YOUNG 
 
Sylvia Ryan      LISA RILEY 
 
Lisa Bacchus      MELANIE CLARKE PULLEN 
 
       
Behind the scenes on Blue for Bluebird 

• A real holiday camp (Kingswood/Dukeswood in Hexham) was used for Blue for Bluebird 
with the props team coming in to give it a sixties make over.   

 
Real Facts linked to Blue For Bluebird from 1969: 

• The Beatles released their record Abbey Road and also made their last public performance.  
 

• Elton John released his 1st album Empty Sky. 
 

 

http://voices.yahoo.com/topic/22755/the_beatles.html
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY 
GENTLY WITH HONOUR – Film 3 

By Jess Williams and Steve Lightfoot 
 
Summary: In the late 60’s an article in The Times confirmed that the MOD had tested the effects of 
LSD on volunteer servicemen at Porton Down. Gently and Bacchus delve into this world of army 
secrets when a young former soldier commits a murder and Gently finds some uncomfortable 
truths in what it means to serve one’s Queen and Country.  
 
Following a murder at a Turkish Baths, Bacchus delights in what seems to be a straightforward 
case. Witnesses confirm that ex-serviceman Scott Tanner killed the victim and he has handily left 
his ID in a locker. 
 
As they search for him, it becomes apparent that all is not as it seemed. His psychiatrist, Dr. 
Lesley, worries as he was showing signs of suffering from Schizophrenia, whilst Scott’s brother 
Mark states that his brother was too soft for the army and certainly couldn’t kill a man. 
 
The case takes a sinister twist when Dr. Lesley appears to have committed suicide by hanging 
himself, and his patient file on Scott Tanner is missing. Further confusing the matter is the fact that 
Lesley left money in his will to 5 soldiers, one of whom was Scott Tanner. Lesley’s papers also 
state that his last appointment was with a Dr. Jennifer Bing at a place called, “Hopewood.” Gently 
and Bacchus visit Bing who tells them that Lesley had worked with her for the army at the testing 
facility. 
 
All roads lead back to the army but Gently is told by his superior to request any army interviews 
through him. Gently decides to further question Scott Tanner who opens up and explains that he 
was given drugs in Hopewood as part of a training exercise. At first it was like a trip, but then the 
experiments changed and he was tortured. He admits to the killing of the man in the Turkish bath. 
Bacchus feels that as Tanner signed up for the testing it’s not their case to investigate, but Gently 
thinks otherwise. Bing confirms that Lesley conducted clinical tests using LSD on servicemen 
volunteers, but they were safe and shows them a film that confirms that. 
 
Scott’s brother Mark Tanner kidnaps Bing to find out the truth about the tests and his brother. As 
Mark Tanner seeks his brutal revenge, Gently rushes to beat him to the true culprit and in turn 
attempts make amends for his previous inaction during his time in service. 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 

GENTLY WITH HONOUR – Film 3 
Cast 

 
 
George Gently     MARTIN SHAW 
 
John Bacchus     LEE INGLEBY 
 
WPC Rachel Coles     LISA MCGRILLIS  
 
PC Taylor      SIMON HUBBARD  
 
Brigadier Phillips     PIP TORRENS 
 
Scott Tanner      OLIVER JOHNSTONE 
 
Francis Walsh     CELYN JONES  
 
Leonard Price     STEVEN HAMILTON 
 
Mark Tanner      WILLIAM ASH 
 
Stefan Lesley     DANIEL LAPAINE 
 
James Darwin     OLIVER MILBURN 
 
Jennifer Bing      JEMMA REDGRAVE 
 
Eddie Fuller      BRADLEY GARDNER 
 
ACC Hale               FORD KIERNAN 
 
 
Behind the scenes on Gently with Honour  

• Martin Shaw has probably done more police raids than any other actor over the past few 
decades. In a scene where the police break down a door, director Tim Whitby was more 
than happy to leave Martin to choreograph the action. Research is no match for experience 
 

• Martin is extremely fit and does a pretty nifty high kick on the door to kick it in. Director Tim 
Whitby had to call a rapid "cut" when he realised that there were only two fake doors they’d 
be no door to smash down before the camera turned over. 

 

• Lisa McGrillis is an extremely well prepared and conscientious actor. But one word 
"Alphabetize" did for her. She couldn't say it without stumbling. It was more like shooting the 
King's Speech than Inspector George Gently with Martin and Lee alternatively trying to 
"help" - Lisa eventually dubbed the word on it Post Production! 

 

• A chase sequence was painstakingly slow to shoot but production kept amused by betting 
on which actor Will Ash, Lee Ingleby or Oliver Milburn would run the two hundred metres 
across the muddy field fastest. Will won - but Lee blamed having to wear flat leather soles.  

 
Real Facts linked to Gently With Honour from 1969:  

• The Internet, at that time called ARPANET, was used for the first time by the US Military. 
• British troops were sent to Northern Ireland.  
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
GENTLY GOING UNDER – Film 4 

By Mike Cullen 
 
Summary: Throughout the sixties, the Northumberland coalmining was decimated, as competition 
from oil, gas, cheap imports and nuclear power led to the closure of dozens of collieries. 
Communities were crushed; with the young moving on to new, lives while the old were left behind 
to haunt ghost towns. Burnsend is one such community. Once a thriving colliery town the future of 
the pit hangs in the balance as the National Coal Board (NCB) consider closing it. A mysterious 
death in the mine leads Gently and Bacchus to explore the tensions and relationships in the 
community. They encounter families riven by politics and caught in grudges that date back to the 
Second World War.   
 
Gently and Bacchus are called to investigate the death of Arthur Hawkes, a miner who has been 
missing for several days. His death is suspicious because his body is found in the mine, yet both 
identity tokens that should track the movements of miners indicate that he was ‘topside’.  Whilst 
down the mine, Gently’s fitness is called into question when he suffers a nasty fall. 
 
Arthur Hawkes was a union man, and one of those responsible for keeping open the mine, which 
had been threatened with closure by the NCB. His children, Hannah and Samuel, confirm that he 
fought long and hard for the men at the pit. 
 
As Gently and Bacchus dig deeper, the politics of the potential closure are called into question, 
with the union man Arthur appearing to sell his fellow miners down the river. A union comrade, 
Billy Shearer, becomes a suspect when he suggests Arthur had sold his co-workers down the 
river. Arthur is also discovered to have been in conflict with fellow miner, Peter Turner, and 
manager Dennis Milton.  
 
However, when Gently and Bacchus explore further they discover family secrets and grudges 
dating back to the second world war. Further investigation reveals that a secret affair may hold the 
key to the case and Gently has to race to save a life of someone who appears to have lost 
everything.   
 
During the course of the film, Gently encounters questions about his fitness for his role after being 
offered an easier desk job promotion, while also pushing Bacchus to reconsider taking his 
inspector’s exams 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
GENTLY GOING UNDER – Film 4 

Cast 
 
George Gently     MARTIN SHAW 
 
John Bacchus     LEE INGLEBY 
 
PC Taylor      SIMON HUBBARD  
 
WPC Rachel Coles     LISA MCGRILLIS 
 
Joe Turner      MICHAEL SOCHA 
 
Peter Turner      SIMON GREENALL 
 
Sam Hawkes      LEWIS REEVES 
 
Panda Whelan     DALE MEEKS 
 
Hannah Hawkes     POPPY LEE FRIAR 
 
Margaret Turner     LUCY COHU 
 
Billy Shearer      JACK DEAM 
 
Dennis Morden     RICK WARDEN 
 
Martin Langham     NICHOLAS ROWE 
 
Nurse Janet      ANNA BOLTON 
 
Arthur Hawkes     RALPH INESON 
 
Nurse       JANE ELIZABETH WALSH 
 
Lillian       JAQUELINE PHILLIPS 
 
 
Behind the scenes on Gently Going Under 

• Willington which was used as a key location was actually a real colliery town that also had 
its mines shut in the 1960s. 

 
Real Facts linked to Gently Going Under from 1969:  

• Coaling – In 1969 the last of the old style drift mines (Old Meadows) closed. 
 

• Death penalty was abolished.  
 

• The maiden flight of Concorde took place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concorde
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
Martin Shaw (George Gently) 

 
GENTLY HAS BEEN THROUGH A LOT 
For Gently I think he deals with the physical injury (being shot at the end of last series) very well, 
it’s the emotional scars he doesn’t work with so well. He is completely stuck about the wife and 
somewhere he’s decided nothing will ever go right. It’s much more interesting for the character 
because you really want the audience going ‘do this, do that’ you want the audience shouting at 
the character rather than being complacent it means that they care. That’s another reason I want 
him to have flaws, you want them to say ‘George don’t drink’ or ‘Go on George she’s for you!’  
 
GENTLY AND BACCHUS’ RECOVERY 
We really wanted to make a reference to their injuries, at the start of this series which is six 
months on. The two guys react in very different ways, George Gently had fought his way through 
the war, so he has been in the desert, he’s been in Sicily, he’s been shot at, he’s seen people die 
and he’s been previously wounded. But for someone of Bacchus’ generation it’s different and he is 
distressed and disturbed. Gently’s experience of war means he knows you have to move on - he’s 
still fighting. So there’s this tension with Bacchus wanting to give up. But to George it’s a moral 
imperative he is a warrior.  
 
HOW DOES GENTLY HELP WITH BACCHUS? 
Not with any degree of subtly - Gently is quite cross with Bacchus. He’s a grumpy old bastard 
[Gently] – but he also loves Bacchus: he hasn’t got a son, never had a son then lost his wife. I 
think he feels that loss, it’s certainly something I play.  
 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GENTLY AND BACCHUS 
It’s really lovely because like any relationship we find more and more depth every time we work 
together. Lee is a lot younger than I am; he’s young enough to be my son. I have a son the same 
age as Lee (and my daughter was at drama school with Lee) - so it’s a familiar dynamic. It’s a 
father son relationship which encompasses everything. 
Actually this is my fiftieth year in the business! I’ve seen Lee grow in confidence and the freshness 
in the ideas he brings to production. Lee will say why don’t we do this…and I will go YES. It’s a 
special relationship. 
 
FILMING EACH EPISODE 
There’s a real love and it’s so nice to have that sense of an achievement at the end of each shoot. 
They’re feature length episodes. I often reflect that in 1972 I turned down a feature film because it 
was going to be shot in 3 months - I was like how can you do it in such a short period!? We film 
each of our 90 minute episodes of Gently in 19 days! The days are incredibly long, a totally 
different discipline: to travel to arrive at base for costume and make up, to be on camera by 
0800hrs, wrap at 1900hrs, home, learn lines for the following day, bed! We do the episodes back 
to back, filming from March and we finished mid-June.  
 
THIS SEASON THE STORIES FEEL ALMOST TOPICAL  
I think human nature doesn’t change that much, not over a short time, it would need to be a 
significantly long period of time, maybe centuries before you see a change in human nature, even 
then the cycles go in forty or fifty years. Things are coming back; maybe the idea for another 
upsurge of peace and love would be nice! 
 
HIGHLIGHTS THIS SERIES 
I think the mining story (Episode 4 - Gently Going Under) spoke to me most because A) I have 
such a tremendous admiration for the miners and a sense of outrage at the loss to make a political 
point. And B) because of the romantic heritage we have of the miners going down ‘t’pit’. There’s 
always a kind of romance to men risking their lives and hacking coal underground to provide 
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energy for the rest of the world. It’s also a very good story and it was fun and a lot of boys only 
stuff, struggling through the pit, heroic rescues - that kind of thing.  
 
PIXIE LOTT IN FILM 2 – Blue For Bluebird 
Every series we’ve done we’ve had extraordinary guest artists who have enriched the show. I was 
amazed when we got Pixie! Sadly the only time I interacted with her she was already dead! The 
story is we find the body on the beach, so all of her story is flashback – I’ve seen it and she’s 
bloody marvelous.  I was at holiday camps when I was a kid in Rhyl.  I have fond memories I have 
a photograph of those bicycles with three people, two people pedaling and I’m in the middle with 
the most mardy scowl as I couldn’t peddle or steer! Gently and Bacchus go in one of them in this 
episode!  
 
GENTLY’S NEW CAR THIS SEASON  
It’s a Rover 2000. It just doesn’t work! Lee and I drive it together! You can’t see, but he has to 
change gear for me, so if you see us driving together he’s doing that! The old grey one was loved 
by everyone who watches Inspector George Gently but we had to change as it was falling apart! 
  
DOES FILMING IN 1969 BRING BACK MEMORIES? 
It brings back memories of my first child, the moon landings and the whole the peace love 
movement. Before that was to be a hell raiser and how dramatically drunk you could be – the 
fashion was if you wanted to be seen as important you had to be a hell raiser. If I went back to 
speak to myself then I wouldn’t bother with words (he mimes a punch!). I did have one moment 
where I realised it was stupid. I did a show in Watford and I’d had a few drinks and my shoe fell off 
in the middle of a scene. In the ordinary course of events I’d have stopped and made it part of the 
show but instead I pretended it hadn’t happened. My sense of shame and self-betrayal was so 
intense I knew if I hadn’t had the drinks before the show, it wouldn’t have happened. I stopped 
drinking in 1971. I miss the idea of drinking when people talk about beautiful wine because by the 
time I could afford it I’d given up drinking! And every now and then you see a rare Scotch whiskey 
but I don’t regret it in a slightest. I got stopped by the police once in Liverpool at 3am in about 
1985 and the guy said when did you last have a drink and I said “October 1971” and he said “Get 
out the car”! 
 
 
One of England’s most popular actors who is celebrating 50 years as an actor, Martin is 
noted for his versatility and is currently performing on the West End stage in Twelve Angry 
Men.   
He has starred in over 100 TV roles, his long TV career beginning in 1967 with Love On The 
Dole. His theatrical career has been very distinguished with a string of West End 
successes, with the first revival of Look Back In Anger, and on Broadway as Lord Goring in 
An Ideal Husband which won him a Tony nomination and a Drama Desk award for Best 
Actor, and the West End run in Clifford Odets’ The Country Girl. The Professionals was an 
international hit and Martin has also starred in Sky’s Playhouse Presents, The Scarlet 
Pimpernel, Always and Everyone, Judge John Deed and Apparitions.  
Martin lives in Norfolk.  A pilot, he owns and flies a vintage Piper L4 Cub.  
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
Lee Ingleby (John Bacchus) 

 
HOW IS BACCHUS AT THE START OF THIS SERIES? 
It’s six months on from the end of last series and the shootings. Between the three of us (Martin, 
myself and director Nick Renton) we decided what would have happened during those six months. 
For example Bacchus would’ve been out of it for a good couple of months before he would start to 
remotely be able to look after himself. How Gently felt, did he feel guilt, did he sit at his bedside? 
Did they worry and think how close to death they came. We pinned it down for ourselves so we 
knew the journey from the end of the last episode to this new episode. It’s all secret and lies, that’s 
the thing, there’s lots of things Bacchus doesn’t know Gently is going through and vice versa. 
When we find Bacchus he’s in a different frame of mind, he’s been knocked, his attitude has been 
knocked. His mental state has been shaken up. He is a bit of a shadow of his former self. He’s 
stared death in the face and it’s affected him. He’s coming towards the end of his recovery but in 
his head he hasn’t. He’s just fed up. He’s usually very ambitious but this time it’s different. 
He’s in a convalescence home at the start of the series, and it’s up to Gently to convince him to go 
back to work. Gently takes it as his duty to carry him.  
I researched what would happen with that kind of wound and injuries – obviously everyone would 
react to it differently. But it would have a huge effect and would take a considerably long time to 
recover from that, physically and psychologically. It was nice for me to have it shake Bacchus 
rather than him go “it’s fine”.  
I think Bacchus has definitely grown, even if he’s shaken and somewhat diminished in stature, 
he’s grown up. He will become a better man for it eventually. He’ll still be angry and prejudiced 
and say what he believes but he’ll consider certain situations more. 
It was nice to have that stretch, shake it up a bit. It was good to develop the characters and not 
carry on with the same old – it’s great to see where we can push it. That is the strength those two 
characters, they’re not perfect we can see their flaws.  
The episodes are all hugely different, which is stretching for the characters. We’re at loggerheads 
or helping each other - and also those personal stories which are fun to do. 
 
1969 A CHANGING LANDSCAPE 
It’s the modernisation of the world and the North East catching up with the rest of the country. It’s 
upsetting communities saying they will modernise whether they like it or not – and it’s the same 
with the police. 
 
FILM 2 - Blue For Bluebird  
When I was a kid, there was always talk we’d go to Pontins but we never went. It’s like every 
episode of Inspector George Gently - it’s all to do with change. That episode is almost the death of 
the old school holiday. We want the modern but we’re scared of the change – but actually the 
holiday camp has come full circle again  
Look at the economic crisis, and the weather being good people don’t want to leave England. 
Back then, certainly by the early seventies it became popular to go abroad because they were 
cheap and the UK Holiday Camps became unpopular. 
 
EPISODE 3 - Gently With Honour 
It’s about the army but - also it’s about sexuality in the army.  I mean we’re talking about in the 
North in the sixties, it’s a big story - it’s about attitudes. My first TV job was in Soldier Soldier about 
homosexuals in the army and it wasn’t allowed still even then - and it’s only a couple of years now, 
since it became legal.  
 
EPISODE 4 - Gently Going Under 
It was great – it was quite familiar to me not that I’m from a colliery village but I’m from a cotton mill 
industry where the landscape was built for the workers. So it was back to back houses, a bit like a 
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Lowry painting. It was quite close to me in a way. Not that I ever lived through that change, but 
that sense of a break up with people fearing for their jobs.  
Even though Bacchus is like, what’s the point being a slave to a hole in a ground it’s time for 
change. There were more pit closures in that time than Thatcher’s which is fascinating. I think it 
was just the way Thatcher went about it that people found shocking. It was a subject that we all 
think we know a lot about and we were filming in an actual pit village that had closed down. It was 
art imitating life. There’s an old BBC documentary Coalmining in Britain about the actual village 
Craghead that we filmed in. Watching it was really helpful in my research.  
 
SIDEBURNS? 
The sideburns are great, they’re bigger, a little nod to the seventies…it’s coming! I did a bit of 
research and they are there. It was my choice to go slightly bigger hair! 
Bacchus is not as dapper as he once was. He’s a bit more unkempt he hasn’t shaved, he doesn’t 
care. The colours are a bit larger in the series, all the fashions are starting to change, the cut of 
the trousers – yes maybe heading to bell bottoms…. 
 
 
As an actor, Lee is a true chameleon – Quirk, White Heat, Being Human, Crooked House, A 
Place Or Execution, Rapunzel (when he played a female tennis star), Life On Mars, Wind In 
The Willows as Mole, Early Doors, Nicholas Nickleby as Smike, Spaced and Nature Boy. 
Films include: The Arbitor, Mike Leigh’s Olympics A Running Jump, Doghouse, Wintering, 
Hippie Hippie Shake, Harry Potter, Master And Commander, Borstal Boy and Ever After. 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
Lisa McGrillis (WPC Rachel Coles) 

 
WHICH CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I play WPC Rachel Coles, a female police officer working with Gently and Bacchus. 
Rachel Coles is hugely efficient and has great instinct and ambition and is excessively organised 
(excessively organised I’m definitely not!). She's also loyal and honest. The Police force in the 60s 
was very much a man’s world and as one of the only female PC's in Inspector George Gently, it 
takes quite a strong character to be able to deal with what goes with that. I have three older 
brothers, as the only girl I learnt very quickly to stand my own ground and not take any crap. 

WHAT WAS IT LIKE JOINING INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY SEVEN SERIES IN? 
I was really thrilled to get the part of Rachel Coles, but like starting any new job it’s always a little 
bit daunting being the new girl. Especially on a show as well established and loved as Inspector 
George Gently. But Martin, Lee and Simon (Hubbard – PC Taylor) were so welcoming and any 
nerves I had disappeared after 5 minutes of being on set with them.  

HAD YOU WORKED WITH MARTIN OR LEE BEFORE? 
I hadn't worked with either Lee or Martin before, but was certainly very aware of who they were 
and a big admirer of both of their work. 

HOW DID YOU PREPARE FOR YOUR ROLE AS RACHEL? 
I did some research into the Police force in the 60s. Female PC's didn't generally stray away from 
the office. Making tea and filing was there main role. That's what makes Rachel's character a bit 
different; she has actual potential to move through the ranks. I think she thinks more like a 
Detective and obviously Gently see's that potential in her. 

PERIOD COSTUME?  
I was very excited about working in the 60s mainly for the fashion aspect. Unfortunately, I was only 
ever really in Police uniform, so the closest I got to embrace the look was a tiny beehive, which 
was then scraped back into a practical bun! 

WHICH OF THE EPISODES WAS YOUR FAVOURITE TO FILM? 
The first episode, Gently Between The Lines, was the meatiest for Rachel Coles, so I loved filming 
that. We got to film in very glamorous locations like Middlesbrough! Which was freezing! In 
Episode 3, Gently With Honour, I got to drive an old police car which I was over the moon about. 
The whole series was so much fun and I spent a lot of time laughing, sometimes that laughter 
continued once the camera was rolling. I blame Lee Ingleby for that unprofessional behavior! 

WHAT IS THE ONE ITEM YOU WISH YOU COULD TAKE WITH YOU FROM 2013 TO 1969?  
My electric toothbrush 
 
Lisa McGrillis is an established British theatre actress whose credits include: the RNT’s 
acclaimed The Pitmen Painters, Much Ado About Nothing and This House. Lisa is a series 
regular in BBC TWO comedy drama series Hebburn. Lisa is currently in The Pass at The 
Royal Court theatre. 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
GENTLY BETWEEN THE LINES – Film One 

Matt Stokoe (PC David Baird) 
 
WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I play David Baird, a fiercely loyal young police officer. I’ve never played a policeman before. 
 
WHAT WAS THE MOST MEMORABLE SCENE DURING FILMING IGG VII? 
We spent nearly a week filming an epic riot scene in an abandoned housing estate in 
Middlesbrough. Everyone got really into it and it seemed so real - cars were slowing down so 
people could watch the chaos unfold!  
 
HAVE YOU ENJOYED FILMING IN AND AROUND DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE? 
I'm originally from Durham so a lot of the filming took place near my childhood home, which was a 
real treat. 
 
DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE SIXTIES?  
I'm a big fan of the Beatles.  
 
DID YOU KNOW MUCH ABOUT THIS TIME PERIOD BEFORE?  
We worked with the Director (Nick Renton) in order to achieve a realistic sense of a bustling police 
station in the 1960's. 
 
WHAT IS THE ONE ITEM YOU WISH YOU COULD TAKE WITH YOU FROM 2013 TO 1969?  
An iPhone. I'd be hailed as a genius spaceman. 
 
FOR A POLICEMAN WHAT IS THE ONE KEY THING THAT HAS CHANGED HUGELY SINCE 
THE 60S?  
Probably forensics. 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
GENTLY BETWEEN THE LINES – Film One 

Steve Evetts (Ronny Hanratty) 

 
WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I play the character of Ronnie Hanratty, Ronnie is a local working class man, he has a good sense 
of local community and is not happy about the way the local people are being forced from their 
houses to make way for new developments. 
 
HAVE YOU WORKED WITH MARTIN SHAW OR LEE INGLEBY BEFORE? 
I worked with Lee last year on the radio play Pinocchio for BBC Radio 4. 
 
HOW DID YOU FIND FILMING THE RIOTS? 
The riot scenes were both fun and a little bit daunting. I remember the Manchester riots in the 80s 
very well and, of course, they tend to pop up from time to time. It's interesting that some riots 
happen for political reasons as a result of pent up injustices and others just for the sake of looting 
flat screen televisions and trainers. The riots in this episode come about because the local people 
are being treated like dirt by big business, and therefore this becomes the only way these people 
can fight back. 
 
WHAT WAS THE MOST MEMORABLE SCENE DURING FILMING IGG VII? 
I enjoyed the whole shoot but I really liked the scene near the end where I got to have a bit of a 
fight with both Gently and Bacchus. I came off worse, but for a minute there I was having a fight 
with Doyle from The Professionals, that was surreal!! 
 
WHAT DID YOU LIKE ABOUT THE LOCATIONS? 
I've never filmed in this area of the North East before but it's an amazing part of the country. I 
found the people to be very friendly and welcoming, some of the areas are very urban and 
industrial and yet there are some beautiful landscapes and scenery. 
 
DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE SIXTIES?  
I do like a lot of music from the sixties now, but at the time I was probably more interested in my 
meccanno set. But investigating music from the sixties I discovered Frank Zappa, and for that I 
shall be eternally grateful. My memory of the sixties is being sat round the TV watching the moon 
landing whilst trying to build a rocket with the aforementioned meccanno set. 
 
DID YOU HAVE TO LEARN A NEW SKILL FOR YOUR CHARACTER? 
I needed to do a Geordie accent for my character so I spent some time in my local pub picking the 
Geordie barmaids brains on how to pronounce certain words. Once you get on location you tend 
to soak it up. I hope my accent is passable but maybe I should have spent more time in the pub 
with the Geordie barmaid! 
 
WHAT IS THE ONE ITEM YOU WISH YOU COULD TAKE BACK WITH YOU FROM 2013 TO 
1969?  
That's easy. The sports almanac. 
 
WHAT IS ONE KEY THING THAT HAS CHANGED HUGELY SINCE THE 60S? 
I think communities have been divided and isolated, the greed culture has made people just look 
after number one. I just don't think people have the same sense of camaraderie that we once had. 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
GENTLY BETWEEN THE LINES – Film One 

Robert Pugh (Superintendent Ray Lewington) 
 
WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I play Chief Superintendant Ray Lewington. He has come through the ranks and is very aware of 
his authority, it has been well earned. In the context of the  'Case', Gently is investigating in this 
episode, his fillabusting is more to do with, keeping a steady ship and blame from his team than 
out and out skullduggery, perhaps his imminent retirement has made him a little too sensitive, but 
he isn’t a 'Bad un'. 
 
HAVE YOU PLAYED A POLICEMAN BEFORE?  
Many time from D.S. (Prime Suspect) to a Chief Super – but never a P.C.  
 
HAVE YOU WORKED WITH MARTIN SHAW OR LEE INGLEBY BEFORE?  
I have always held Martin Shaw in great esteem as an actor and to work with him on Inspector 
George Gently was a tremendous bonus for me. He is also a Gentleman and great fun to be on 
the set with. I have worked with Lee Ingleby before and what can I say!? He's a lovely boy and 
another fabulous actor, having had the pleasure of being up-close with him on two movies 
including Master and Commander.. 
 
WHAT WAS THE MOST MEMORABLE SCENE DURING FILMING IGG VII? 
The last one of the entire shoot.  Martin, Lee and myself, not to mention our director AND the 
entire crew were in fits; the look of an actor when there's suddenly nothing in his head and it's his 
turn to speak, was at the heart of it I think. (No names!) 
 
HAVE YOU FILMED IN THE NORTH EAST? 
I filmed in Newcastle before, on BBC's Elizabeth with Anne-Marie Duff.  But I’ve never worked in 
Durham before. Both Cities are beautiful. As for the locations, the magnificence of Durham 
Cathedral will stick with me. 
 
DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE SIXTIES?  
Some of the fashion is still OK I think. Suits and black ties. As for the music; Stones and Beatles, 
in that order. And my memory is leaving school and wishing I wasn't. 
 
WHAT IS THE ONE ITEM YOU WISH YOU COULD TAKE BACK WITH YOU FROM 2013 TO 
1969?  
Experience of Life. 
 
WHAT IS ONE KEY THING THAT HAS CHANGED HUGELY SINCE THE 60S? 
I’ve got old. The Motor Car is more reliable and no more Maigret!!  
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
BLUE FOR BLUEBIRD – Film Two 

Pixie Lott (Megan Webb) 
 
 
 
     **AVAILABLE ON REQUEST** 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
BLUE FOR BLUEBIRD – Film 2 

Emma Fielding (Agnes Webb) 
 
WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I played Agnes Webb, the mother of Megan Webb, one of the girls working at the Bluebird Holiday 
Camp. Agnes was a very reserved character with a relatively cold demeanor, which makes it hard 
to ever gauge her motives.  
She loves her daughter very much but has recently gone through a rocky time with their 
relationship, which makes it very hard for her when she is brought in for questioning by Gently and 
Bacchus. I’ve never played such a reserved character before and really enjoyed playing someone 
so cool. 
 
HAVE YOU EVER WORKED WITH MARTIN SHAW OR LEE INGLEBY BEFORE? 
I was in the first season of Cranford with Martin Shaw, but we were only filming in big scenes 
together – a church yard bake off! I was very pleased to have so many meaty scenes with him for 
IGG. I love the look and feel of the period.  It is a very unique detective programme with lots of 
unusual facets.  
 
HOW WAS IT PLAYING PIXIE LOTT’S MOTHER? 
It was extraordinary. I knew her music which is great but she was absolutely effortless on set, and 
getting to hear her sing was a truly overwhelming experience. Playing her mother, watching her 
singing for the first time, required very little acting as she was brilliant. She is an incredibly graceful 
mover. 
 
WATCHING PIXIE LOTT SINGING THE ‘SHOOP SHOOP SONG’? 
It was a private gig – completely unexpected when you’re working! For everyone there was no 
acting required – her character is supposed to blow the audience away and she absolutely 
succeeded. It was a great way to end a long working week. 
 
WHAT DID YOU THINK OF THE HOLIDAY CAMP SET? 
I kept saying to production that it was such an amazing place to find before being told that the 
whole set had been dressed! I was amazed at what they achieved in such a short period of time 
with both the interior and exterior.  
 
HAVE YOU EVER BEEN TO A HOLIDAY CAMP? 
I went on a caravan holiday when I was about 6 which had a similar ‘camp vibe’ and from what I 
remember I entered a fancy dress competition and got to eat chips out of a newspaper. It was a 
very happy memory that I was reminded of from being on set.   
 
HAVE YOU FILMED IN THE NORTH EAST BEFORE? 
No, I have worked in a lot of theatre up North but never had a real chance to take in the 
countryside, which is breathtaking. I had also never been to Durham before and the crew took us 
on a day trip to go around the Cathedral which was stunning. But every time I’m up North I’m 
reminded of how lovely the people are. 
 
DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE SIXTIES?  
I am a great fan of the music, especially Northern Soul and Motown. The sixties saw a massive 
shift in culture especially with icons like Twiggy becoming popular.  
The sixties really saw the making of ‘the teenager’ as up to that point children were often dressed 
and told to act like their parents, but as depicted by Pixie’s character Megan Webb, there was a 
shift towards independence.   
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
BLUE FOR BLUEBIRD – Film Two 

Lee Boardman (Todd Stretch) 
 
WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I play Todd Stretch, owner of The Bluebird Holiday Camp. It’s at a time in history when people 
started to venture abroad on package deals, so the British holiday camp that once thrived in the 
50's and early 60's is becoming an unfashionable place to holiday.  
He inherited the Camp from his father and the burden of not only continuing the success but also 
wanting to keep the parents/families legacy intact creates a weight of responsibility. Todd is the 
figurehead of the business and ‘heavy lies the head that wears the crown’ and all that! 
  
HAVE YOU WORKED WITH MARTIN SHAW OR LEE INGLEBY BEFORE? 
I'd not worked with either before but I knew their work very well. I grew up watching him in The 
Professionals and would roll over the bonnet of my Dad's Ford Cortina in a bid to emulate him! He 
has huge gravitas as an actor, and it was a thrill doing my first scene with him - I wanted to phone 
my 8 year old self and brag about it! He has an inherent decency about him as a human being and 
it comes through in his performance as Gently. He's an actor to his fingertips and it was a joy to 
work with him.  
My last day on Gently involved just Lee and I doing several consecutive scenes and it was a real 
pleasure to work with someone very much in command of their craft. I think one of the major 
strengths of the Gently is having two fabulous actors at the heart of the show.  
  
HAVE YOU EVER WORKED AT A HOLIDAY CAMP BEFORE? 
I worked in a holiday camp very briefly in 1990 as a summer job in Jersey. I was a barman but 
hated it and left with my suitcase in the middle of the night! 
   
WHAT DID YOU THINK OF THE HOLIDAY CAMP SET? 
The set was exceptional. The detail was quite astonishing. It was literally like being transported 
back to 1969 - during breaks in filming we'd leaf through the magazines of the time and marvel at 
how cheap new cars were in the sixties.  
  
HAVE YOU FILMED IN THE NORTH EAST BEFORE? 
I'd not been to Durham before but it's a beautiful part of the country and the people are incredibly 
friendly. It reminds me of where I live in Cheshire.  
  
DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE SIXTIES?  
I love the music of the sixties - it's an important demarcation point in musical history. The sounds 
that The Beatles were experimenting with in the late sixties changed how we viewed popular 
music.  
 
WHAT WAS IT LIKE WATCHING PIXIE LOTT SINGING? 
Pixie really can knock out a tune, can't she? She's a brilliant performer. 
 
WHAT IS THE ONE ITEM YOU WISH YOU COULD TAKE BACK WITH YOU FROM 2013 TO 
1969? 
My iPhone 5. All this dialing on huge Bakelite telephones is just hard work! 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
BLUE FOR BLUEBIRD – Film Two 

Lisa Riley (Sylvia Ryan) 
 
WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I play Sylvia Ryan who is holidaying at the Bluebirds Holiday Camp with her husband. Their 
marriage is basically null and void and she has had affairs in the past. Whilst staying at the holiday 
camp she is seen spending a lot of time with Gary Manners (Neil Mcdermott) which makes her a 
hot topic of gossip amongst the other guests. Sylvia has a very ‘strike whilst the iron’s hot’ attitude, 
which I loved doing. 
I am a very fussy actor when it comes to my imagery and production were absolutely singing from 
the same hymn sheet that I would be busty and a real broad – basically looking like Rizzo from 
Grease. I love period dress and they absolutely nailed the time period. 
 
HAVE YOU EVER WORKED WITH MARTIN SHAW OR LEE INGLEBY BEFORE? 
No. But Lee Ingleby joined Fat Friends, which I was in for four series’, but Lee played James 
Corden’s bully, and we never ended up being in any scenes together. I have always been a great 
fan of Lee’s and truly think he is one of the greatest actors of my generation so it was lovely to 
finally get to work together on IGG.  
 
WERE YOU A FAN OF INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY? 
Absolutely! It is the finest British acting and the writing is always of such high caliber. I’m a real fan 
of crime drama and particularly love the intensity involved in doing interrogation scenes. 
 
WHAT WAS THE MOST MEMORABLE SCENE DURING FILMING IGG VII? 
Without a shadow of a doubt it was snogging Neil Mcdermott! The filming schedule changed on 
the day as production wanted to do the snog in darkness. So I get on set expecting to have a bit of 
a warm up with Neil, but instead got straight down to the making out!  
 
HAVE YOU EVER BEEN TO A HOLIDAY CAMP BEFORE? 
I’ve never actually been to (or worked) at a holiday camp. But when I was little we all went to 
watch my brother in a football tournament at a holiday camp in Blackpool and it honestly was the 
spitting image of the dressed set we had for IGG. 
 
HAVE YOU FILMED IN THE NORTH EAST BEFORE? 
Yes – in 2006 I filmed the film Six Bend Trap in Saltburn. I’ve also done loads of plays in and 
around Newcastle and Durham and what stands out most are the phenomenal reactions of the 
northern audiences. 
 
WHAT IS THE ONE ITEM YOU WISH YOU COULD TAKE BACK WITH YOU FROM 2013 TO 
1969?  
Definitely my mobile. I’m absolutely addicted to it and honestly can’t remember a time in my life 
without one (which was the majority of my youth). I got robbed in Barcelona and didn’t have a 
phone for the last 4 days of my holiday and truly didn’t even feel like myself.  
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
BLUE FOR BLUEBIRD – Film Two 

Jodie Comer (Justine Leyland) 
 
WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I play Justine Leyland who is a ‘senior bluebird’ at the holiday camp. She is the only one with that 
title - and she loves it. She loves working in the camp and having that little bit of power. She is 
friends with Megan and Gail two other young bluebirds and takes them under her wing. 

 
HAVE YOU EVER WORKED WITH MARTIN SHAW OR LEE INGLEBY BEFORE? 
No I haven’t but I would love to again. They’re really lovely and welcoming so once you’ve started 
filming you feel like you’ve been there for a while, everyone gets to know each other really well. I 
was sad to leave, everyone was so nice. 
 
HOW WAS IT WORKING WITH PIXIE LOTT? 
Great! Pixie is lovely. We had some big scenes together. Me, Pixie and Amelia (Young) got on 
really well so it was always nice when we were on set together.  
 
WATCHING PIXIE LOTT SINGING THE ‘SHOOP SHOOP SONG’? 
Justine always introduces the acts on stage at The Bluebird Holiday Camp so after my introduction 
I stood off camera and just gawped - eventually I couldn’t help but dance along. She was amazing. 
She’s got such a big voice for such a tiny person. 
 
WHAT DID YOU THINK OF THE HOLIDAY CAMP SET? 
The set really sets the mood and feel for the era, so once you’re in your costume and you walk 
onto the set its great. I always have to nose around at the props and see what there is. There was 
a typewriter on the set and that made me realize how much has changed.  
 
THE MOST MEMORABLE SCENE FOR YOU DURING FILMING IGG VII? 
I had a scene with Lee Ingleby and it was filmed on this huge carousel. It was a big scene with a 
lot for me to dig my teeth into. It was the scene that when I first read the script for my audition I 
could really picture doing - Lee is great; he’s always making you laugh so that made everything 
fun. 
 
IS THE GEORDIE ACCENT YOUR NATURAL ACCENT? 
I’m from Liverpool so I knew the Geordie accent was going to be a challenge because I’d never 
done it before, only in my living room copying people off the television. You have to just go for it - 
it’s definitely one of my favorite accents so I hope I did a good job. 
 
DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE SIXTIES?  
If I could go back to any time it would be the 60s without a doubt, the women always looked 
amazing I love the likes of Francois Hardy and Jean Shrimpton. I’m reading a book at the minute 
on the velvet underground. The kinks! I could go on all day! 
 
WHAT IS THE ONE ITEM YOU WISH YOU COULD TAKE BACK WITH YOU FROM 2013 TO 
1969?  
That’s hard. I don’t know. I love my bed but that’s really boring - but if I lived in 1969 I’d never be in 
it! 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
BLUE FOR BLUEBIRD – Film Two 

Neil McDermott (Gary Manners) 
 
WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I play Gary Manners. We’re in The Bluebird Holiday Camp and Gary takes all the fitness classes. 
He is trying to take full advantage of all the young ladies and woman who come to the camp.  
He has been having a relationship with Megan (Pixie Lott) before she was murdered.  
 
YOUR CHARACTER’S LOOK? 
I had to have the quiff done and the sports jacket. I do like working in the different time periods 
and the 60s is an especially good time with the clothes and music. 
It was pretty cold during filming, which was tricky as it was supposed to be hot weather and I was 
supposed to be in very little clothing!  
 
MAKE OVER THE HEXHAM HOLIDAY CAMP TO MAKE IT LOOK 60s  
It is an existing holiday camp with cabins. But the guys did do a great job on the show making it 
much more 60s with lots of big ice cream ornaments and popcorn ornaments everywhere. The 
minute everyone is in costume and stands around – it feels like you have actually time travelled. 
 
WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR FAVOURITE SEEN? 
I’d say that the scene where Gently and Bacchus are interrogating Gary. He really starts to lose 
his way when Bacchus really puts the pressure on him. Eventually Gary begins to crumble under 
the pressure.  
 
WHAT HAS IT BEEN LIKE WORKING WITH MARTIN? 
Martin’s great. Dare I say a true Professional?! He has been great and very welcoming as has Lee 
and they are both fantastic in the series.  
 
AND PIXIE IN HER FIRST ACTING ROLE? 
I think she’s taken to it like a duck to water! I did some scenes with her on her first day. She was 
pretty nervous, but shouldn’t have been, she did great and has gotten on with it really well –and is 
a very lovely young lady.   
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
Gently Goes Under – Film  Three 

Jemma Redgrave (Jennifer Bing) 
 

WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
She’s a doctor, she’s employed by the army to test drugs on the soldiers, and she works at a 
facility that’s covered by the official secrets act. 
 
YOU’VE WORKED WITH MARTIN & LEE BEFORE? 
Oh well, it’s always a real privilege and a pleasure to work with Martin. Not only is he a really 
consummate brilliant actor, working with him feels like playing tennis with someone who is great, it 
makes you better. He’s also such a lovely man; it’s great, I’ve been so lucky to be able to work 
with him on Judge John Deed and now this. 
I worked with Lee in 2001 we were in the West End production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
together, with Dawn French as Bottom. Lee was Puck and I was Titania. He is such a fantastic 
actor – it was lovely to get the chance to work with him again too. 
 
HAVE YOU WORKED WITH THE PRODUCTION TEAM BEFORE?  
I have worked with the director Tim Whitby before, he produced and directed a series I did called 
Bramwell in 1998 so fifteen years since I’ve worked with him. Tim directed the very last episode of 
Bramwell and it was his first time directing television - he’s one of the best I’ve worked with on TV.  
 
DO YOU HAVE A MEMORABLE SCENE FROM FILMING IGG VII? 
We did film in a beautiful area in a forest of red woods which aren’t native to the area, they are 
native to America and I’ve only ever seen them in San Francisco. There’s a scene we shot where 
I’m held up by an ex-soldier, and we filmed it in this avenue of red woods it was spectacular. 
 
DID YOU DO ANY RESEARCH FOR YOUR ROLE? 
We all watched a film that’s online, that was real film shot in the sixties that were tests done on the 
soldiers that were given LSD. So we all watched that.  
 
DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE SIXTIES?  
Yes I have a great interest in the sixties, my parents were married and young in the sixties and I 
have a lot of family photos from the sixties. I feel that I know it although I don’t. I suppose a lot of 
interest has been revived for us who are addicted to Mad Men. It takes you right through the 
sixties, same as Gently - fascinating. It holds a mirror up. The way social attitudes have changed 
quite radically in a short period of time. It’s social history in a way. I love the fashions of the sixties.  
 
WHAT IS THE ONE ITEM YOU WISH YOU COULD TAKE BACK WITH YOU FROM 2013 TO 
1969? 
I would take something from 1969 and bring it to now, I’d bring courtesy, I think we’ve lost in our 
interactions some courtesy, I certainly wouldn’t bring my phone back in time. I think it was a less 
frenetic time we lived at a slower pace and I don’t think that was all too bad a thing. 
 
 
 

.
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
GENTLY WITH HONOUR – Film Three 

Daniel Lapaine (Dr Stefan Lesley) 
 
WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I play Dr Stefan Lesley, a psychiatrist who was involved in secret drug experiments on soldiers. He 
is an ambitious man who spent his life living under the shadow of his famous psychiatrist father. 
He was hoping these experiments would make his name, however the experiments didn't go to 
plan and many of the subjects became psychotic as a result of the tests. When one of his patients 
dies, Lesley is consumed with guilt and tries to put things right by threatening to make the tests 
public. 
  
HAVE YOU WORKED WITH MARTIN SHAW OR LEE INGLEBY BEFORE? 
No. I have always been a big fan of Martin and a big fan of Lee too. They were both incredibly 
generous men to work with - it’s always tough for guest actors to join a long running show. But 
they were incredibly welcoming and very professional too. Oh and very funny! 
   
putting those clothes on from that time always makes me feel like my Dad in his old photos. 
  
DO YOU HAVE A MEMORABLE SCENE FROM FILMING IGG VII? 
SPOILER ALERT! Getting hung by the neck from a bannister is not something you do every day. 
playing dead is actually quite hard believe it or not, especially when you're not allowed to breath 
for a 2 minute scene!  
  
DID YOU DO ANY RESEARCH FOR YOUR ROLE? 
I've always been interested in the history of psychiatry - my mother was a psychologist and a 
friend is a psychiatrist so I'm aware of how those professionals relate to the world. Specifically for 
this episode, I watched old clips on Youtube of actual MOD drug tests on soldiers from the 1960s. 
They are quite disturbing but also strangely funny at times, especially when you see high ranking 
soldiers rolling around on the ground laughing hysterically or climbing trees to look for birds. 
  
DO YOU THINK THE ARMY HAS CHANGED FROM THE 60S? 
I don't think the level of secrecy has gone - in fact it has probably increased. There was a time in 
history when soldiers were used freely as guinea pigs, whether it was for drug tests or to 
determine the level of radiation poisoning following nuclear tests and hopefully that disregard for 
people has gone. 
   
HAVE YOU ENJOYED FILMING IN THE NORTH EAST? 
The Tyne Bridge in Newcastle is the baby brother of the Sydney Harbour Bridge so it made me 
homesick (Daniel is from Australia). Durham was beautiful: fly fishermen in the river, the cobbled 
streets, the cathedral, students racing to their lectures.... 
  
DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE SIXTIES?  
It's my favourite period of all. Clean lines, uncluttered, classic cuts. That time of simplicity and 
elegance just before it all exploded in the late 60s. 
  
 WHAT IS THE ONE ITEM YOU WISH YOU COULD TAKE BACK WITH YOU FROM 2013 TO 
1969? 
Espresso machine. Coffee in England was putrid then. 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
GENTLY WITH HONOUR – Film Three 

Oliver Johnstone (Scott Tanner) 
 

WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I play Scott Tanner. He's quite a damaged young guy who gets discharged from the army. He 
idolises his older brother, Mark.  
  
HAVE YOU WORKED WITH MARTIN SHAW OR LEE INGLEBY BEFORE? 
Neither of them. But they were both very nice and welcoming; even on the days they had to 
forcefully interrogate me.  
 
DO YOU HAVE A MEMORABLE SCENE FROM FILMING IGG VII? 
There was a pretty funny day when a bunch of us were in full army kit with real rifles, going nuts in 
a muddy field. We were pretending to be high on LSD. 
   
DID YOU DO ANY RESEARCH FOR YOUR ROLE? 
Yes. A lot. The period, the army, the area, schizophrenia, PTSD, the effects of LSD... 
  
DO YOU THINK THE ARMY HAS CHANGED FROM THE 60S? 
I think since the first Gulf War perception of the army has dramatically changed. The majority of 
the country now venerates the bravery of soldiers, even if they don't agree with the cause of war. 
In the 60s, because it was a time of social revolution after the austere 50s, there was a 
widespread distrust of authority. 
  
HAVE YOU FILMED IN THE NORTH EAST BEFORE? 
No but I'd love to again. Durham and Newcastle are great cities and the people are amazing. We 
filmed on the moors just outside Durham - you feel really isolated and insignificant but it's actually 
quite a comforting feeling and the views are spectacular.  
  
DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE SIXTIES?  
I may have inherited a few dodgy ties from my dad, but I love the music of that era. Lots of bands 
that I listen to were producing some of their best work in the 60s like The Rolling Stones. 
The police needed real ingenuity without having the technology we have now.  
  
WHAT IS THE ONE ITEM YOU WISH YOU COULD TAKE BACK WITH YOU FROM 2013 TO 
1969? 
I'm not sure I'd take anything back. Maybe a normal fitting pair of jeans ... ? 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
GENTLY WITH HONOUR – Film Three 

William Ash (Mark Tanner) 
 

WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I play Mark Tanner, who is an ex-soldier. He’s disillusioned with England – he’s left his life behind. 
He thinks that his brother may be dead.  He’s very direct and in a way quite a scary character. 
 
HAVE YOU WORKED WITH MARTIN SHAW OR LEE INGLEBY BEFORE? 
I worked with Lee on a radio play Pinocchio, which was quite dark.  
  
HAD YOU EVER WATCHED INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY?  
I had watched it yeah. I think Lee and Martin work brilliantly together and for me that’s the reason 
you keep watching. They are cracking, and the stories are great. 
  
DID YOU DO ANY RESEARCH FOR YOUR ROLE? 
I did a little bit when I got the script. I looked into the mercenary stuff because we have so many 
disillusions about the army. I looked into like British aid that would’ve annoyed Mark.  
  
DO YOU THINK THE PERCEPTION OF THE ARMY HAS CHANGED FROM THE 60’S AND 
CURRENT DAY? 
I wouldn’t know to tell the truth, we don’t really know the full stories. People are dying and stuff 
now still the British Army is really secretive we don’t really know what’s going on.  
  
HAVE YOU FILMED IN THE NORTH EAST BEFORE? 
I have never filmed there before, but I thought it was beautiful. Durham with the cathedral is 
beautiful I had a really good time. 
  
DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE SIXTIES?  
I think the music is the main thing - the music scene though was so fresh. People were a lot more 
interested in politics then and I wish it was a bit more like that now.  
  
WHAT IS THE ONE ITEM YOU WISH YOU COULD TAKE BACK WITH YOU FROM 2013 TO 
1969? 
I actually have no idea! It definitely wouldn’t be my mobile phone – in fact I wish it was the other 
way around. I’d like to leave that here and I’d take from 1969 to 2013 that people don’t have 
mobile phones. 
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                             INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
GENTLY WITH HONOUR – Film Three 

Oliver Milburn (James Darwin) 
 
WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I play Col. James Darwin, a brusque, efficient soldier who believes communists are everywhere 
and does everything he can to defeat them… 
   
DO YOU ENJOY THE PERIOD IN WHICH IT’S SET? 
I love the late ‘60’s. Even when dressed as a soldier. I felt I should be out looking for trouble on the 
Falls Rd…although frankly I can’t think of anything more terrifying. 
  
DO YOU HAVE A MEMORABLE SCENE FROM FILMING IGG VII? 
Being strangled by Martin Shaw is up there. 
  
DID YOU DO ANY RESEARCH FOR YOUR ROLE? 
Reminded myself that posh people spoke proper in them days. 
  
DO YOU THINK THE ARMY HAS CHANGED FROM THE 60S? 
I think they were seen as being on the front line, defending the West from a huge, totalitarian 
enemy that must have been immensely scary. Smaller scale now, but just as important. 
   
HAVE YOU FILMED IN THE NORTH EAST BEFORE? 
I’ve never filmed in the North East before, but as the locations were 30 miles from my cottage, I 
have loved it! 
  
DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE SIXTIES?  
Charity shop chic is where I’m at, sartorially, and that’s being generous with the chic. So yes, I do. 
  
 WHAT IS THE ONE ITEM YOU WISH YOU COULD TAKE BACK WITH YOU FROM 2013 TO 
1969?  
My car.  
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
GENTLY GOES UNDER – Film Four 

Michael Socha (Joe Turner) 
 
WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I play Joe Turner, He’s a miner who works with his father. He’s in love with Hannah Hawkes 
(Poppy Lee Friar) who is a few years younger than him. His heart’s in the right place: loves his 
parents and goes to work like so many of them did then. 
 
HAVE YOU WORKED WITH MARTIN SHAW OR LEE INGLEBY BEFORE? 
No I’ve never worked with either of them. Obviously I’ve heard of Martin Shaw - he’s a bit of a 
legend. They were great people really nice guys, often when you guest artist it can be hard to go 
onto a set but these guys really welcome you big time. 
 
DO YOU HAVE A MEMORABLE SCENE FROM FILMING IGG VII? 
At one point I had to smash in the roof of the pit, with a massive drill - I was covered in soot and 
bits of coal.  
 
DID YOU DO ANY RESEARCH AROUND THE MINING INDUSTRY? 
I watched a couple of documentaries to get into the feel of things. I’ve spent quite a lot of time 
around the mining villages in Derbyshire, I worked in Wales quite a lot and there’s all sorts of old 
pits round the North East, this helped to have prior knowledge. 
 
WERE YOU AWARE OF THIS POINT IN HISTORY AND THE PRESSURES PUT ON THE 
MINING INDUSTRY IN THE NORTH OF ENGLAND?  
I had a slight inkling but as I was filming a lot of the supporting artists were from that generation 
and had worked in the pits, so that helped. But I didn’t fully understand the actual downfall of a 
mining village once these pits had closed - that was all they had with no other local industries, so it 
was extremely hard for those people. 
 
HAVE YOU FILMED IN THE NORTH EAST BEFORE? 
I really like the North East it’s a very friendly place. Newcastle I really enjoy – it’s a beautiful city 
and the big market is definitely an experience as-well.  
 
DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE SIXTIES?  
It seems like a really cool era, but I suppose it depends where you were brought up and what you 
were surrounded by, A North East mining village was a completely different experience to 
someone living in London.  
I like the fashion, I like the suits they are really flash and suave these people worked all day and at 
the end of the day they get into suits. I live in Shoreditch now and people walk around in 60s 
fashions as we speak.  
 
WHAT IS THE ONE ITEM YOU WISH YOU COULD TAKE BACK WITH YOU FROM 2013 TO 
1969? 
The iPad – I’d take it back and wow everybody! 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
Gently Goes Under – Film Four 

Jack Deam (Billy shearer) 
 
WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I play Billy Shearer - a pretty straight forward man of his time; a family man whose job is under 
threat at the coal mine where he works. With it being a strong community, it is not just his job he is 
worried about, Billy sees the bigger picture and is aware of the domino effect - if the pit closes, the 
community will collapse. The union leader, Arthur Hawkes, has been found dead in the mine and 
Billy is a suspect who holds information he would rather not divulge. 
 
HAVE YOU WORKED WITH THE PRODUCTION TEAM ON IGG?  
There were a few familiar faces on the crew as I had worked with them on Shameless - always 
good to see the survivors of the Shameless days. 
The production values on IGG are high and a lot of care had been put into the series. They look 
like films and that is certainly how it felt while we were shooting this episode – and a fantastic cast. 
Because of the period that it is set it always feels easier to slip into a character and the time 
because of the costumes and the set designs, not forgetting the make-up (not mine but for the 
ladies). 
 
DID YOU DO ANY RESEARCH AROUND THE MINING INDUSTRY? 
I watched an incredible documentary that was available on the BBC archive called A Year in the 
Life-Craghead. It followed the lives of the miners for a year during the time that the pit community 
were informed that the pit would be closed. The documentary gave me a great insight into what 
the implications of this devastating news would have on the community as a whole.  
I hadn't realised pit closures had occurred as early as the Sixties. I thought it was much later in the 
century when Thatcher wielded her axe that the pits became under threat. We also filmed in 
Craghead, and you can see the area is still recovering from the loss of its heart, that was stopped 
all those years ago. 
 
HAVE YOU EVER BEEN DOWN A REAL MINE BEFORE? 
I have never been down a pit and I have to say I hope I never have to. The conditions of work 
must have been incredibly difficult for the men and even more so for the pit ponies who never saw 
daylight for ten years until there service was complete. 
 
HAVE YOU FILMED IN THE NORTH EAST BEFORE? 
The Northeast is a very beautiful part of the country. I have only worked there once before and 
that was on an episode of Spender, which was twenty years ago. Durham is a very picturesque 
city. I will definitely be back to explore the region properly. 
 
WHAT IS THE ONE ITEM YOU WISH YOU COULD TAKE BACK WITH YOU FROM 2013 TO 
1969? 
If I could take any item back to the Sixties, it would probably be all forms of heating: electric 
blankets and central heating. All I ever think about when I film period programmes is how cold it 
must have been and how it must have been almost impossible to do anything about it. 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
Gently Goes Under – Film Four 

Lucy Cohu (Margaret Turner) 
 
WHAT CHARACTER DO YOU PLAY? 
I play Margaret Turner who has her son Joe and is married to Peter Turner. She has grown up in 
the area and is a very private proud person, devoted to her son. 
 
HAVE YOU EVER PLAYED A CHARACTER FROM THE SIXTIES BEFORE? 
I played Princess Margaret is The Queen’s Sister which runs right through the Sixties. I have to 
say that the clothes aren’t the most flattering but I do enjoy the big hair and big eyelashes.  
 
HAVE YOU WORKED WITH MARTIN SHAW OR LEE INGLEBY BEFORE? 
I’ve never had the chance, but they were both utterly charming and made me feel very 
comfortable. I came to filming without any preconceptions of what Martin and Lee’s characters 
were like and as each episode is so unique it felt very fresh to come into it with a completely open 
mind.   
I thought the script was fantastic and in all honesty I haven’t enjoyed a job like it for a while. It was 
a really great production to work on. It is always hard to come into a series for just one episode 
because often the other characters are established and are exhausted with having to adapt to 
newcomers each episode, but it wasn’t like that at all. Everyone was very hard working and 
maintained a constant enthusiasm which made it very easy for me.  
 
DO YOU HAVE A MOST MEMORABLE SCENE FROM FILMING IGG VII? 
It would have to be the day we were up at the pit. Everyone comes rushing out of their houses as 
the mining alarm bell means there is trouble.  It was a very moving scene watching 
families/mothers/lovers running to the mind gates to see whether their loved ones were alright. It 
was also blistering cold with a cruel wind which definitely added to the poignancy of it all. I also 
loved spending time with the Geordie Supporting Artistes who were great to have a laugh with 
after such a strong scene.  
 
HAVE YOU FILMED IN THE NORTH EAST BEFORE? 
One of my first TV jobs The Dwelling Place was filmed in the North East. We filmed all around 
Northumberland and I absolutely loved being up there. It was very nostalgic going up on the train 
and seeing the rolling countryside again. When I got this role my Mum did remind me of a trip we 
took to Durham Cathedral as a child and was totally in awe of the enormity of the Cathedral, which 
to be honest, I still am. 
 
DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE SIXTIES?  
It was fascinating spending time and talking to so many people who worked on that production 
who had family involved in the mining industry. Growing up in London you heard about the 
devastation of the mining industry and I was aware of people collecting money etc… but I honestly 
had no idea how devastating it was for the local people back then. In the Cathedral they have the 
‘Miner Memorial Book’ which was very interesting and very humbling to read.  
 
WHAT IS THE ONE ITEM YOU WISH YOU COULD TAKE BACK WITH YOU FROM 2013 TO 
1969? 
I don’t think I would take anything back except my mobile. However I would like to bring The 
Beatles from the 60s to 2013 
 
 
 
. 
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INSPECTOR GEORGE GENTLY VII 
Company Pictures 

 
Company Pictures is one of the UK’s largest independent film and television drama production 
companies. Television production highlights include: The White Queen (BBC1),The Village 
(BBC1), Women In Love starring Rosamund Pike for BBC4, BBC2’s The Shadow Line, Elizabeth I 
(winner of three Golden Globes), 11 series of Shameless (Channel 4, BAFTA and RTS Awards), 
Skins – six series for E4, Martina Cole’s The Take and The Runaway (Sky One), Einstein and 
Eddington starring David Tennant (BBC1/ HBO), Inspector George Gently (BBC1), Generation Kill 
(HBO), The Devil’s Whore (Channel 4), Wild at Heart – seven series (ITV1) and the US version of 
Skins for MTV.  

Other past Company Pictures productions include: The Lakes by Jimmy McGovern, A Young 
Person’s Guide to Being a Rock Star (RTS award Best Serial) for Channel 4 and Warner Bros, 
North Square (Channel 4: winner Best Series Press Guild), Not Only But Always (Channel 4: 
winner Best Series Press Guild, BAFTA Best Actor winner for Rhys Ifans), The Rotters’ Club 
(BBC), and The Life and Death of Peter Sellers (HBO: winner of two Golden Globe Awards for 
Best TV Movie, Best Actor for Geoffrey Rush and 15 Emmys). Company has made five feature 
films with some of the UK’s leading directing talent including films by Roger Michell, Stephen 
Hopkins, Penny Woolcock, Shane Meadows and Lynne Ramsay.  

Among its numerous awards, Company Pictures won Best Independent Production Company at 
the 2005 and 2008 Broadcast Awards and the European Producers of the Year Award at the 2004 
Monte Carlo Awards. Since October 2004 Company Pictures has been a part of the All3 Media 
group. 

 
ALL 3 MEDIA 

 
ALL3MEDIA is Britain's largest independent television production company and comprises 
production companies from across the UK, US, Germany, the Netherlands, New Zealand and 
Australia. It also includes international distribution companies 'ALL3MEDIA International' and 
'Optomen International'. ALL3MEDIA International represents third-party producers and 
broadcasters together with its own production companies. 

ALL3MEDIA is also the largest producer of broadcaster multiplatform content in the UK, producing 
award winning websites and online dramas such as Embarrassing Bodies (BAFTA), The Well 
(BANFF) and Britain From Above (EMMY). 
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